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PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES; 


Fehuaiy 3, 1800. 

The order of the day being read for taking his Majesty’s message into 
consideration, Mr Dundas moved an address to the throne, approving of the 
answers that had been returned to the late communications from France, re- 
lative to a negociation for peace 

After Mr 'Whitbread and Mr Erskme had delivered their sentiments 
against the address, and Mr Canning in support of it, Mr Pitt rose, and 
spoke as follows — 

Sir, I am induced, at this period of the debate, to offer my 
sentiments to the house, both from an apprehension that, at a 
later hour, the attention of the house must necessarily be ex- 
hausted, and because the sentiment with which the honourable 
and learned gentleman* began his speech, and with which he has 
thought proper to conclude it, places the question precisely on 
v that ground on which I am most desirous of discussing it The 
learned gentleman seems to assume, as the foundation of his reason- 
ing, and as the great argument for immediate treaty, that 'every 
effort to overturn the system of the French revolution must be una- 
vailing; and that it would be not only imprudent, but almost 
impious, to struggle longer against that order of things, which, on 
1 know not what principle of predestination, he appears to con- 
sider as immortal. Little as I am inclined to accede to this 
opinion, I am not sorry that the honourable gentleman has con* 


* Mr. Erslune. 
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templfttrd tbo subject in tint wnouj view I do, indeed, consider 
the French revolution as the severest trial which the vtstUUon of 
Providence ljai ever jet inflicted upon the nations of the enrh 
pul 1 cannot hilp reflecting with sausfhctiorq that this country 
den under such a trial has not oniv been exempted from those 
calamities which huvo covered almost ctctj other part of Europe 
hut appears to hate been reserved as a n fugi and asjlom to fhoso 
who fled from Its persecution as a bamer to oppose Its progress, 
and perbap* ultimatelj as an instrument to debver the -world 
fiom the climes and miseries which bate attended it 

hinder tha impression I trust the house will forgive me If I 
endiavour as far ns 1 am aid » to tube a large an 1 comprehensive 
vie* of this impuitant question Iu doing to I agree with my 
hi non ruble friend, that it woul l In any ease be impossible to se- 
parate the ptescul decu'ciun from the former crimes and atrocities 
or the French resolution bccuoso both the papers now on the 
table and the wholo of the 1 orned gentlemans argument forco 
upon our consideration the origin of the war and all the material 
facts vcbicl bate occurred during its continuance. The learned 
jjentlcraon bai revived and retailed all those arguments from his 
ownparophht which had before passed through thirty seven or 
thirls ci 0 bt editions in print j and uo« gives them to the hhusr 
emUlb bed by the 0 race» of hi personal delivery The First 
Consul has also thought bt to revive and ntoll the chief argu 
menu us -d h\ all the opposition spinier*, and all tho opposition 
publishers, m tho country during the List seun jears And 
(wlat is ill more mile rial) the qa-stion it*clf wLich Is now iin 
m diat K at i sue — the quotum, whether unlcr the present cir 
co an toner ifaire U suit a pioqxtl of-.curitj from nuy treaty 
\ ub Trane m on ht to Induce into n- gocute cannot be pro. 
jkiIj dicidcd upon, without ntracin e both from ourcwarxpc 
llctici trad tioca that n( other na title., tbi natun tin. causes cud 
th n ajpmude of the dAO er agaii twllch we ha c to guard in 
i rd~r tu ju I c of the ivcurl \ whuh we ought to ecccpt 

I i\ iKo tint U f re unj man can ci ncur In cpiciou v ItK 
lb l nrc >d g-nill man Lefuru nnj man can iLlub that lb sufr. 
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Stance of his Majesty's answer is any othei than the safety of 
the countiy icquirul, bctoie any man can be of opinion, that to 
the overtures made by 7 the enemy, at such a tune, and undei such 
circumstances, it would have been safe to lnne returned ail 
answer concurring in the negoeiation — he must come within one of 
the three following descriptions He must eithci believe, that the 
Trench lciolution neithei does now exhibit, noi has at any time 
exhibited, such circunwanccs of danger, ansing out of the very 
natuie of the system and the internal state nnd condition of France, 
astolcaie to foreign poweis no adequate ground ot sccuiity m 
negotiation ; or, secondly, he must be of opinion, that the change 
which has recently taken place, has given that sccuiity, which, in 
the former stages of the reeolution, was wanting, or, tlmdlyq he 
must be one who, beheung that the danger existed, not undci- 
valuing its extent, nor mr-taking its nature, neeeithelcss thinks, 
from his view ot the piesent pi assure on the coimtiy, from 
his view 7 of its situation and its prospects, compared with the 
situation nnd prospects of its enemies, that \vc are, with our eyes 
open, bound to accept of inadequate security for every thing that 
is \aluablc and sacred, rather than endure the pressure, or in- 
cur the lisle, which would result fiom a farther prolongation of the 
contest. 

In discussing the last of these questions, we shall be led to con- 
sider, what inference is to be drawn from the circumstances and 
the result of our own ncgociations m former periods ot the war,- — 
whether, in the comparative state of this country and Fiance, we 
now see the same reason for repeating om thc-n unsuccessful expe- 
uments , — or whether we have not thence dci i>ed the lessons of ex- 
perience, added to the deductions ot reason, marking the mefficacy 
and danger of the very measures which are quofed to us as prece- 
dents for our adoption. , 

Unwilling, Sn,as I am, to go into much detail on ground which 
has been so often trodden before , yet, when I find the leurned 
gentleman, aftei all the information which he must have received, 
it he has read any of the answers to Ins work, (howrvei ignorant lib 
fuijjht be when he wrote it) still giving the sanction of Ins authority 



4' MR. PITTS - [Fer,$, 

to the s u p po s ition, that tie order to M Chaurelm to depart from 
tins kingdom was tie cause of tie nx between tb» country and 
prance I do feel it necessary to ay a few words on that part of tie 
5nb}ect, 

Inaccuracy in dates ree®a to be o tort of fatality common to all 
who have written on that Ude of tic question for even tic writer 
of tie note to h» Majesty is not more correct, m this -respect than 
if be had taken his information only from the pamphlet of l ho 
learned gentleman. The houso will recolk-ct the first profranocs 
of tbe French republic which ere enumerated and enumerated 
truly, in that note— -they am tests of euiy thing which would best 
recommend a government to the esteem and confidence of foreign 
.jfowen, and tic reverse of every thing which has been the system 
and practice of France now for near ten yean It r» there stated 
that their first principles were love of pence aversion to conquest, 
and respect for the independence of other conntnes. In the same 
Dote it seems, indeed, admitted, that they since hare violated all 
those principles but it is alleged that they hare done so, only In 
consequence of the provocation of other powers- Odo of the 
first of those provocations a stated to hare consisted in the various 
outrages offered to their nunutm, of which thuexample U said to 
have been set by the king of Great Britain in his conduct to 
M ChanveHn In answer to this supposition, it is only necessary 
to remark, that before the example was green, before Austria 
and Prussia are supposed to bare been thus encouraged to com- 
bine in a plan for tho partition of Franca i tismt plasiylf it crer 
existed at all, bad existed and been acted upon for above eight 
months France and Prussia had been at war eight months before 
the ditmtm! of M. Chnurebn So much for the accuracy of tin 
Statement. 

[Mr Enid no here observed that tin was not the statement of 
ha argument.} 

1 bare been hitherto comtoenimg an the arguments coital oed 
in the note* I come cow to those of tbe learned gentleman I 
undentiod Him to say that the diunffcal of M Chatrrelin was the 
jrtl entire, I do not say of the portal war, but c{ the rupture be 



PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 


1S00] 


£ 


..tween France nnd England ; and the learned gentleman states, 
pmticulurly, jhat ilns di'.mi-.sal rendered all discussion of the points 
in dispute impossible Now I desire to meet distinctly every part 
ot this assertion I maintain, on the contrary, that an opportunity 
was given for discussing every' matter in dispute between France 
and Groat Bntnin, as fully as if a regular and accredited French 
minister had been resident here; — that the causes of war which 
existed at the beginning, or arose duung the course of this discus- 
sion, were such as would have justified, twenty times over, a dccla» 
ration of war on the part of this country, — that all the cxplana« 
tions on the part of Trance, were evidently unsatisfactory and in* 
admissible, and that M Chauv elm had given in a peremptory 
ultimatum, declaring, that if these explanations were not received 
as sufficient, and lfuc did not immediately disarm, our refusal 
would be considered as a declaration of war. 

After this followed that scene which no man can even now 
Speak of without horror, or think of without indignation , that 
muider and regicide from which I was Sony to hear the learn- 
ed gentleman date the beginning of the legal government of 
France 

Having thus given in their ultimatum, they added, as a further 
demand (while we were smarting under accumulated injuries, for 
which' all satisfaction was denied) that we should instantly receive 
LI. Clmuvelm as their ambassador, with new credentials, repre- 
senting them in the chaiactcr which they had just derived from the 
murder of their sovereign We replied, “ he Came here as the 
representative of a sovcieign whom you have put to a cruel and 
illegal death , we have no satisfacuon for the injuries we have re- 
ceived, no security from the danger with which we are threatened. 
Under these circumstances vve will not receive your new creden- 
tials , the former credentials you have yourselves recalled by the 
sacufice of your king ” 

' What, from that moment, was the situation of M Cbauvelin ? 
He was reduced to the situation of a pnvate individual, and was 
required to quit the kingdom, under the provisions of the Alien 
Act, which., for the purpose of securing domestic tranquillity, bad 

b a 
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fceecntly invested hi> Majesty •with the power of removing out o£ 
Iht* kingdom nil forei item »usp\ cted of revolutionary principle* 
Is it contended that he was then, l^ss liable to the providon* bf 
that act than any ithcr individual foreigner whoso conduct af 
forded to gc vomraent just ground of objection or suspicion f Did 
bb conduct and connexions hero afford no such ground f or will 
it be pretended that the bare act of refusing to receive fresh ere 
dentlab from on Infant republic, not then acknowledged by any 
otic power of Eturnpo, and ra tho very act of heaping upon us in- 
juries and lnsulti was of Itself a canto of war t So far from it, that 
even tho very nation! of Europe whose wisdom and moderation 
have been repeatedly extolled for maintaining neutrality and pro 
$emng friendship with tho French republic remained for yean 
subsequent to thU period without recusing from it any accredited 
tnlobtcr or doing any one act to acknowledge its political exist 
encc In answer to a representation from tl t belligerent pouett, 
in December 17j)3 Count Bemstorff the minister of D nmark 
o (Tl cmlly declared, that, It was well known, that the national 
convention had appointed M Gromille minister plenipotentiary at 
Denmark hut that it wo* also well known, that be had neither 
been received nor acknowledged in that quality " And u» late ts 
February 17 9^ when the eamc minister was at length for the 
first time town ed In hb official capacity Count Bcrmtorff in a 
public note assigned this reason for that change of conduct — 
S> long as no other thnn a revolutionary government existed in 
France his Majesty could not acknowledge tl o minuter of that 
government i but now ihnt the French constitution b completely 
organized and a regular government established in France his 
Majesty s obligation ccaso in that respect and M Gromille will 
therefore bo acknowledged In tho usual form’ How far tho 
court of Denmark was jiktfird m the opinion that a revolutionary 
government then do looker cxtued in France It Is not now ceres 
•ary to inquire but wholes er may have been the fact io that rc 
sped, the principle on which they acted ts clear and inieltlg tin 
and is n decisive instance in favour of the proposition yhi h 
hare maintained 
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Is it then necessary to esnminc what weic the t' rm$ of tli t 
ultimatum, with winch \m iduved to comply ' A? t*- of h< Milay 
had been openly tlnntined against m.i nllu^, an liO^tilitN found- 
ed upon the* ’Sbumj tion of n light wlmh would at onto supor-ede 
the whole law of n it ion'; — a demand v as made by Frftncc upon 
Holland, to open the navigation of the Scheldt, on the giound cl a 
general and mtumal right, in uoi.itn n of poMtivo trcnt\ ; this 
clrnn we duemsed, at t lie time, not w> much on accou it of its 
immediate nnpoitmic<*, (though it w i*- important both m a mini*- 
time and comnurci d mow) as on account of the general pim< iplcr 
on which it u is foiimhd On the ainu arbitrary notion th() 
soon afterwards ila covered that s-cred 1 tw of nature, which made 
the Rhine and the Alps the hgitim dc hen ndanes of France, and 
assumed the power which time have afkrt'd to exercise ihrnugh 
the whole of the revolution, of snpcis.'dmg, by a new- c >dc of the ir 
own, nil the recognise! pnriuphs of the law of unions They 
were .actually advancing lovards the republic of Iloliind, by 
rapid strides, after the victoiy of Jemoppe, and the) had ordered 
their generals to pursue the Austrian hoops into an\ neutral coun- 
try* thereby caphctilj. avowing an int« ntmn of invading Holland. 
They had already shewn tlu n modi ration nnd silf-dcuinl, by in- 
corpoiaung Belgium with i he French republic Those lovers of 
peace, who sit out with a sworn awrsion to conquest, and profes- 
sions of re'-pcct-for the independence of other nations , who pre- 
tend that they departed from this system, onl) an consequence of 
your aggression, themselves in time of pence while you were still 
confessedly neutral, without the piolmce or shadow of provoca- 
tion, wrested Savoy from the king ol Sardinia, ind had procicchd- 
to incorporate it likewise with France These wire their ag- 
gressions at tins period,’ and more than the so T hi y had is- 
sued an universal declaration of war against all the tin ones of 
Europe, and they had, by their conduct, applied it particularly- 
and specifically to you * they had passed the decree of tin lqth of»- 
Novembor, 1792, proclaiming the promise of Frdnch succour to all 
nations who should manifest a wish to bicomc free thty hid, by, 
all then language, as well .as their e\nmplc, shewn vvliat tiny un- 

s 4 
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dent cod to be freedom they bad Killed tbdr jmoctple* by the 
deposition of their sovereign they had applied them to England, 
by Inviting and encouraging the oddrcvws of those seditious and 
traitorous societies, who, from the beginning, favoured their vie**, 
and who encouraged by your fmUarance were even then pub- 
licly avowing French doctrine*, and anticipating tbeir success in 
this country who were hailing the progrea of Aoae proceedings 
In Fmner which led to the tnurdcT of it* king they were erven 
then looking to the day when they ihould behold a national cotw 
rentioo in England formed upon sfinilar principles 

And what were the explanations they offered on these drfierent 
ground* of o Ben cot A* to Holland they contented tbcmkdvct 
with telling us, that the Scheldt wu* too insignificant for us to 
trouble ounelre* about and therefore it wa* to be decided a* they 
choac, m breach of u positive treaty winch they had them*olve* 
guaranteed, and which wr by our alliance were bound to sop- 
port. If however aftcT the war was over Belgium should haro 
consolidated It* liberty (a term of which wo now know tbo mean- 
ing, from the late of every nation Into which the nrtn* of Franco 
hare penetrated) then Belgium and Holland might. If they pitta 
ed, kettle the question of the Scheldt, by aqmrate negotiation be- 
tween themselves With respect to uggrandnetneot they tu- 
rned ui that they would retain po»«|Km of Belgium by arms do 
longrT Ann they thould find it necessary for Ac purpose already 
Stated of consolidating its liberty And with respect to Ac decree 
of the lptb of November applied a* It was pointedly to you by 

A* mtocourA l tits stored wVA ail Ac ■kediUous and tra’uo- 
tdus part of this country and particularly by the speeches of every 
leading man hmong them Aey contented tbemselve* wi A assert 
Sng, that Ae declaration conveyed no such meaning as was imputed 
to it, and that to far from eucooraglnj teditkm it could apply 
only to conn tries where a great majority of tbe people should have 
already declared lUdf In favour of a revolution a supposition 
which as Aey asserted, nccesaanly implied a total absence of all 
red! lion. 

What would have been the effect of ad m i t ting thfa explanation ? 
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— to suffer a'nation, and an armed nation, to^preachto the inhabit- 
ants of all the countries in the world, that themselves whre slaves, 
and then rulers tyrants to encourage and invite them to revolu- 
tion, by a previous promise of French support, to whatever might 
call itself a majority, or to whatever France might declare to be 
so. This was their explanation and this they told you, was their 
ultimatum. , 

But was this all ? Even at that very moment, when they were 
endeavouring to induce you to admit these explanations, to be con- 
tented with the avowal, that France offered herself as a general 
guarantee for every successful revolution, and would interfere only 
to sanction and confirm whatever the free and uninfluenced choice 
of the people might have decided, what were their orders to their 
generals on the same subject ? In the midst of these amicable 
explanations with you, came forth a decree which I really believe 
must be effaced from the minds of gentlemen opposite to me, if 
they can prevail upon themselves for a moment to hmt even a 
doubt upon the origin of this quarrel, not only as to this country, 
but as to all the nations of Europe with whom France has been 
subsequently engaged in hostility. I speak of the decree of the 
15th of December This" decree, more even than all the pre- 
vious transactions, amounted to an universal declaration of war 
against all thrones, and against all civilized governments. It said, 
wherever the armies of France shall come (whether within coun- 
tries then at war or at peace is not distinguished) in all those 
countries it shall be the first care of their generals to introduce 
the principles and the practice of the French revolution , to de- 
molish all privileged orders, and every thing which obstructs the 
establishment of their new system. 

If any doubt is entertained, whither the armies of France were 

intended to come, if it is contended that they referred only to 

» v 

those nations with whom they were then at war, or with whom, 
m the course of this contest, they might be dwven into war, let 
it be remembered, that, at this very moment, they had actually 
given orders to their generals to pursue the Austrian army from 
the Netherlands into Holland, with whom they were at that time 
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(n iwact- Or crrn (f the comtroction contend 'H tor n admitted 
let u* sec what would hate been its application let u» look cl 
the 11 wt of their aggressions, which wu* read by my right honour 
able fine nd near me With ahem hare they been nt war since 
(he period of this declaration? With tdl the nations of Purope 
lave tyro 1 and if tvot with those two It it oi)l> became with every 
provocation that could! justify defetture war those countries 
hare hitherto acquiesced In repented riokurora of thnr rights, 
rather than recur to war fc>T their vindication Wherever thdr 
arm* have been carried it will be a matter of thort subsequent 
Inquiry to trace whether they bare faithfully applied the*c prfnri 
plot If 10 term*, thu decree u a denunciation of war against all 
government* » ifln practice it ha* been applied cgninrt e ve r y one 
with which France ha* come into contact what b it but the de~» 
liberate code of the French revolution, from the birth of the re 1 
public which ha* nerrr once been departed from which has been 
enforced with umvimtted ngour against all the nctiota that hare 
come into their power? 

If there could otherwise be any doubt whether tbe application 
of tbU decree wa* hiteudcd to be universal whether It applied to 
all nation*, and to England particularly j there is one circurd 
stance which alone would be dechire — that nearly at the *amo 
period it was proposed in tio national convention,! to declare ex 
prrttJy that the decree of tbe nineteenth of November was con 
fined to the nation* with whom they were then at war j and that 
proposal was rejected by a great majority of that verv convention 
from whom wo were dciired to receive tbo*e explanation! ca *ott* 
factory 

Such Sir wa* the nature of the lytlem Lcf u* examine a 
littic farther whether it was from the beginning intended to be 
acted upon, in the extent which I have stated At the 1 very 
moment when their threat* appeared to many little else than the 
raring* of madmen they were digesting and methodising the means 


* Mr DondK, f Sweden *nd Drpnmlu 

}Oai mo*tac of M lbnillon. 


1X00] 


PARLIAMENT \RY SPEECHES. 


11 


o r execution, ns accurntol) as if they had nc'nnlly foreseen the 
extent to winch thej hive since been able to icnh/e tin ir crimt- 
ml protects » ihcj tat down coolly to devise the inost logul'u md 
effectual mode of mnlingth< application oi this vjstem the cur- 
tent limnoxs of the day, and incorporating it with the gomrnl 
orders bf tlmr arinv , for ("ill the house believe it) this confir- 
mation ot the dvetee of the nineteenth o! November, was nccom- 
p mied by an exposition and commenting iddiessed la the genoial 
of every armj of Fiance, containing i schedule as coolly con- 
ceived, and as methodically rcducul, as any by vvlncli, the most 

' i. 

quiet lmsmcss of a justice oi peace, or the most regular routine of 
any dopaitinent oi state liTthis country could be conducted. Each 
commander' was furnished with one g tui.il blnn! formula of a 
letter for all the nations of the world 1 The people of Fiance to 
the people of gn cling “ We are come to expel jour 

tj rants ” _ Even this vv >s not all , one of the mucks of the decree 
of the fifteenth of December was expressly, “that those who 
should shew themselves so brutish and so enamoured of their 
chains as to tcfusc the restoration of then rights, to renounce 
Iibeity and cquahtj^, or to preserve, recall, or treat with thur 
Prince or privileged orders, were not entitled to the distinction 
which Trance, in other cases, had justly established between go- 
vernment and people , and that such a people ought to be treated 
according to the ngout of wai, and of conquest Here is their 
love of peace , here is then aversion to conquest, here is their re- 
spect for the independence of other nations ! 

It was then, aftei receiving such explanations as these, after re- 
ceiving the ultimatum of Trance, and after INI Chauvelm's cre- 
dentials had ceased, that he was required to depart Even after 
that pcnod, I am almost ashamed to record it, we did not on our 
pait shut the door against other attempts to liegocmte , but this 
transaction was immediately iollowed by the declaration of war, 
proceeding not from England m vindication of its rights, but from 
Trance as the completion oi the injuries and insults they had of- 

H Vide Decree of 15th December, 1792. 

1 
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fered And on a wnr thus originating con it bo doubted by an 
English bouse of commons, whether the aggression was on the part 
of this country or of France f or whether th manifest aggression 
on the part of France svn* be result uf any thing but the prtna 
plw which characterize the French revolution l 

What then aro the resources and subterfuge* by which those 
who agree with the learned gentleman am prevented fionr sinking 
tinder the force of this simple stati ruent of fjrts ? None but what 
arc found lu the u&uumtion contained m the note from Fiance, 
that this country bod pnmou* to thn traniodtiom to which I hare 
referred encouraged had supported the combination of other 
powers directed against them 

Upon tbu pait of the subject the proofs which contradict each 
an insinuation are innumerable In thtf 6nt place the evidence 
of dates i la the second place the admission of all tbo different 
parties m Franco of tbo friends of Bn>*ot charging on Robes- 
pierre the war with thi country and of the fi lends of Robespierre 
charging it on Bnnsot but both acquitting England; the testi 
monies of the French Government during the whole interval iinco 
the declaration of Piljuts and the dale aangwd to the pretended 
treaty of Pav tu the first of which had not the lightest relation t6 
any project or partition or dismemberment the second of which 
I firmly believe to bean absolute fabrication and forgery \ and in 
neither of which even as they am represented any reason has 
been assigned for beUenng that this country bad any share Even 
JM Talleji'and himself was tent bj thp constitutional king of the 
French after the period when that concert, which U novr charged 
must bare existed if it existed at tdl with a letter frotn the King 
of France expressly thanking his Majesty for the neutrality which 
be had uniformly observed The rank feet is confirmed by the, 
fconcurrirtg evidence of every person who knew any thing of tha 
plans of the King of Sweden in 1791 the end} sovereign who I 
believe at that time mediated any borttle men urej against 
France, and whore utmost hope* were expressly stated to be that 
England woufd not oppose his intended expedition by all those 
also, who knew any thing of the conduct of tha Emperor nr the 
5 
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Ring of Prussia , by the clem .uid decisive testimony of M Chau- 
Aelmhjmseli, m Ins dispatches trom lienee to the Trench govern- 
ment, *-11100 published by their authority , by ever) thing which 
has occuned since the war, by the publications of Dumouricr; 
by the publications ol Brissot , by the facts that bate since come 
to light in America, with respect to the mission of M Gnnet ; 
which shew that hostility against this country was decided on til* 
part of Tia nee long before the period when hi Chnmclin was 
sent from hence. Besides this, the 1 eduction of our peace esta- 
blishment in the yoai 1703, and continued to the subsequent year, 
is a fau fiom which the inference is indisputable a fact which, 
I am afraid, shews, not only that we w'eie not waning fur the oc- 
casion of war, but that, 111 our partiality for a pacific system, we 
hid indulged ourselves in a fond and cicduloiis secunty, which 
wisdom and discretion would not have dictated In addition to 
every other pi oof, it is singular enough, that in a decree, on the 
eve of the decimation of war on the part of Trance, it is expressly 
stated, as foi the first time, that England was then departing from 
that sy-tcin of neutrality tlIuc/i she had lnt ha to ohsened. 

But, Sir, I will not rest merely on these testimonies or argu- 
ments, however strong and decisive I assert distinctly and posi- 
tively, and I have the documents in my hand to prove it, that from 
the middle of the year 1791, upon the first rumour of any mea- 
sure taken by the Em pc. 1 or of Germany, and till late in the year 
1792, we not only were no parties to any of the projects imputed 
to the Emperor, but, from the political circumstances in which 
we then stood with lelation to that couit, we wholly declined all 
communications with him on the subject of Trance, To Prussia, 
with whom we were in connc: ion, and still more decisively to 
Holland, with whom we were 111 close and intimate correspond- 
ence, we uniformly stated our unalterable resolution to inaintain 
neutrality, and avoid interference in tbe internal affairs of France, 
as long as France should refrain from hostile measures against us 
•and our allies. No minister of England had any authority to 
treat wath foreign states, even provisionally, for any wailike con- 
sert, till after the battle of Jemappe , till a period subsequent to 
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tho lfprated provocations which hail been oftird to a* and sab* 
sequent particularly to the decree of fraternity of the ipih « f No* 
Vwmber even tin'll to what object wus it that tbo concert which 
we wl»hcd to establish vros t j br directed ) If we had then rightly 
nut tho truo character of tho French revolution I cannot now 
d my that we slnuhl have, been belter jiuufiid In n my diJh rent 
condor t Hat it U material to the present argument to dcclaro 
what that cun luct actually wm because it is of itself sufficient to 
cunfotc all tho pretext* by which tho advocate* of Franco have 10 
long laboured t peiplfx tho question of aggression 

At that period Russia had at length conceived as well as our* 
wires a natural and juvt ut^rra for tho balance of Laropc^und ap- 
plied to u to knru oar rtmtime nts on tho subject In our answer 
to this application we imparted to llama the principle* upon 
which we then acted and we coraraanicat xl this answer to l rus 
>w, with whom wo were connected in defensive alliance I will 
state slioitly tho leading pait of those principle* A dispatch was 
lent from Lard Grenville to hi* Mi\jwt\ * minister in Ruv»io dared 
the 15lh of December 17 V statin,, n desire to bare an expl-wft 
lion sot on fc t on the niljcct ot the war with France 1 wiU 
lead the mate ml part* of it 

The tvjo leading points on which *uch explanation will nata 
lally torn are the line of conduct to be followed picvious to the 
commencement of ho liliUes, and with a new If possible to avert 
them | »Dd the nature and amount of the forces which the powOrs 
eng.ige\] in this conceit might be enabled to use supposing *uch 
extr mine* unavoidable 

* With respect to the first it appear* on the whole subje t 
however to future consideration aud discussion with ih otb i 
powers that the most advisable step to be taken would be that 
suffiaent explanation should bo had with the pow ts at war with 
France in order to enablo these not hiLherto engaged m the wm> 
to propowj t thnt country terms of peace That these t no* 
•should br tbs withdrawing their arms within the limits of tha 
French tvrmory the abandoning thrrr conquests tho rescinding 
any acts Injurious to thcsoveicignty or rights of any other natmtijj 
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and the giung m some public and unequivocal mmnrfi a pledge 
of then intention no longer to foment tioubles, or to e\citc dis- 
tutbunccs against other governnn Ms. In return for these stipu- 
lations, the different poucis of Lui ope, who should be patties to 
this measure, might engage to abandon all mmsuies, or Mews of 
hostility ng.unst Trance, or lnterUrcncc m then internal ailairs, 
and to maintain a coirtspondencc and intercourse of amity with 
the existing powers in that country, with whom such a treaty in iv 
be concluded. If, on the result of this proposal so made by the 
poucis acting in concert, these terms should not lie accepted by 
Fiance, or bung accepted, should not be satisfactory pci formed, 
the difierent powers might then engage themselves to each other 
to entei into actiee measutes, foi the purpose of obtaining the ends 
in \ lew , and it may be to be considered, whether, m such case, 
they might not reasonably looL to some indemnity for the expenses 
and hazards to which they would necessarily he exposed " 

. The dispatch then proceeded to the second point, that of the 
forces to be employed, on which it is unnecessary non to speak 
Now, Sir, I would really ask any person who has been, fioin 
the beginning, the most desirous of avoiding hostilities, whetliu it 
is possible to conceive any m casino to be adopted in the situation 
m which we then stood, which could more eudcntly demonstrate 
our desire, after repeated provocations, to preserve peace, on any 
terms consistent with oui safety, 01 whethci any' sentiment could 
now be suggested which would have more plainly' marked our 
moderation, forbearance, and smeeuty ? In saying this, I am not 
■challenging the applause and appiobation of my country, because 
1 must now confess that we were too slow in anticipating tjiat , 
danger of which we had, pci haps, even then sufficient cxpencncc, 
though far short, indeed, of th.it which we noi possess, and that 
we might even then ha\e seen, what facts ha\o since but loo in- 
contestably pioved, that nothing but ugorous and open hostility 
can affoifl complete and adequate sccutity against levolutionary 
principles, while they ictain a propoition of power sufficient to 
furnish the means of w’ai 

I will enlarge no faythei on the origin of the war I have read 
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tb« rc^olnb6b“ Fdr tie cxpreis purpoife of producing tie waf 
they excited a popular tumult rn Pam they iraated upt>U und 
obtained tie dnminol of M Dclcstart. \ new minister \r#ts ap 
pointed In hts room, tio tone of tic negotiation was Immediately 
changed, and an ultimatum was lent to tic emperor, similar to 
that which was afterwards salt to tbb country ttflordlng him no 
»tisCicrioa on Ids just grounds of complaint, and requiring him, 
undt-r those drcwmtancci, to disarm. TTic first events of tit 
contest proved how much more Frantn was prepared for war 
than Austria, and afford a strong confirmation of the proposition 
which I maintain t that no oGanive Intention was entertained on 
the part of the latter power 

War was then declared against Austria t ft war which I state 
to he a war of aggression on the part of France The king of 
Fnmia had declared,, that ho should consider war egainst the 
emperor or empire, as war against hlmaelC Ho had declared, 
that, as a axstatc of the empire, he was determined to defend 
their rights j that, a* an ally of the emperor he would support 
him to tho utmost against any attack and that for tho sake of 
his own dominions, he f It himself called upon to resist the pro- 
gress of French principle* und to maintain tho balance of power 
tn Europe. "With thb notice before them Franco declared wtr 
tipon the emperor and the war with Pnanu was tho necessary 
eomequcncb of this aggression, both against the emperor and the 
empire 

Tho war against tho king qf Sardinia follows next. Tho deda 
ration of that war was the sebum of Savoy, by an invading 
army ; and on what ground ! On that which has been stated 
already They had found out by some light of nature, that the 
Rhifae and the Alps were the natural limits of France Upon 
that ground Savoy was seised ; and Savoy was also Incorporated 
with France 

Hero finishes the history of the wars la which France was cn 
ga£ed, antecedent to tho war with Greet Britain, with Holland, 
end with Spain. With respect to Spain, we hhvo seen nothing in 
any pert of its conduct, which Itads us to suspect, tint either at 
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tachment to religion, or tire ties of Consanguinity', or logard to 
the ancient system of Europe, was likely to induce that court to 
connect itself in ollciisnc wai against Fmc". The war was 
evidently and incontestably begun by France ngmust Spain. 

The case ot Holland is so fresh in every man’s recollection, and 
so connected with the immediate causes of the war wsth this 
county, that it cannot require one word of observation. What 
shall I say then on the cast of Portugal? I cannot indiod say, 
that France evei declared war against that country ; I can hardly 
say even that she ever made war, but she lequircd them to make 
n treaty of peace, as it they had been at war, she obliged them 
to purchase that treaty , she broke it ns soon as it was purchased, 
and she had origin illy no other ground of complaint than this, — 
that Portugal had pei formed, though inadequately, the engage* 
itients of its ancient defensive alliance with this country, in the 
character of an auxiliary , a conduct which cannot of itself mate 
any power a principal in a war. 

I have now enumerated all the nation:, at war at that period , 1 
with the exception only of Naples. It can hnully be necessary to 
call to the recollection of the house, the characteristic feature of 
revolutionary principles which was shewn, even at this early 
period, in the peisonal insult ofiered to the king of Naples, by 
the commander of a Ficnch squadron, riding uncontroulcd m the 
Mediteriancan, and (while otir fleets were yet unarmed) ihieatcn- 
mg destruction to all the coast of Italy'. , 

It was not till a considerably later period that almost all the 
other nations of Europe found themselves equally involved m 
actual hostility but it is not a little material to the whole of my 
argument, compared with the statement of the learned gentleman, 
and with that contained in the French note, to examine at what 
period this hostility extended itself ft extended itself, m the 
course of 179 (>j to the states of Italy which had hitbeito been ex- 
empted from it In 1797 it had ended m the destruction of most 
of them , it had ended in the v.rtual deposition of the king of 
Sardinia, it had ended in the conversion of Genoa and Tuscany 
into democratic republics; it had ended in the revolution of 
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Venice in the violation of treaties with tie new Venetian re 
public j and finally, in transferring tint very republic ti» 
creature and maul of France, to tie dominion of Amina. 

I observe from (bo gesture* of *omo honourable gentlemen, tint 
they think wo are precluded from the me of any argument found 
ed on this last transaction. I already hear them saying that it 
to as criminal in Austria -to rtcrire as H mu In France to giro 
I am far from defending or palCnting the conduct of Austria upon 
tin occasion : but bccauao Austria, unable at last to contend 
with the arms of France, was forced to accept an unjust and in- 
sufficient indemnification from the conquest* France had made 
from it, are we to bo debarred from stating *hot on the part of 
France, was Dot merely en unjust acquisition but an act of the 
grossest and most aggravated perfidy and cruelty, and one of tlio 
most striking specimens of that system which has been uniformly 
and Indrronmmataly applied. to all the countne* which France ha* 
had within its grasp? This only can be sold In vindication of 
Fntnee (and It is still more a vindication of Austria), that prac- 
tically speaking, if there i* any part of thU transaction for which 
Venice itself has reason to be grateful It can only be for the 
permission to exchange the embrace* of French fraternity for 
what a colled the despotism of Vienna. 

Let these fad* and these date*, be compared with what we 
have heard The honourable gentleman has told us, and the 
author of the note from Trance has told us also that all the French 
conquests wire produced by the operations of the allies Jt was 
when they were p retrod on all ride*, when thdr own territory was 
in danger, when tbelr own independence was m question wbea 
the confederacy appeared too strong it wru then they used tba 
means with whkh their power and thdr courage furnished them j 
and, u attacked upon all rides, thej carried arory where their 
defensive arms.’** I do not wish to misrepresent the learned 
gentleman, but I understood him to speak of this sentiment with 
approbation the sentiment Itself k this, that If a nation » utv. 
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attacked m any one quarter by other', she cannot stop to 
consida by whom, but miM find menus of strength in other 
quarter', no ninttei where; and is justified m attacking, in her 
turn, those \ ith whom slit is at pi nee, and from whom she has 
rceeiud no species of provocation. 

.Sir, I hope I have drondy proved, m a great measure, that no 
such attack was made upon I r met , but, if it was made, I 
maintain, that the whole ground on winch thfit argument is 
founded cannot be toleiatid In the name of the laws of nature 
and nations, in the name of every dung that is sacred and honour- 
able, I demur to that plea, and I tell that honourable and learned 
gerth man that lie would do well, to look again into (be law of 
nations, before he ventures to come to this home, to give the 
sanction of his authority to so drendful and c\ccnible u system. 

[Mr. Erskine here said ncioss the house, that he lmd never 
maintained such a proposition ] 

I certainly understood this to be distinctly the tenor of the 
learned gentleman’s argument , but as he tells me he did not use 
it, I take it for granted he did not intend to use it I rejoice thnt 
he did not: but, at hast, then I have a right to c\pect, that the 
learned gentleman should now transfer to the 1'jcnch note some of 
the indignation which lie has hitherto lavished upon the declara- 
tions of tins country. Hus pi maple, which the learned gentle- 
man disclaims the Trench note mows and I contend, without 
the fear of cuntiadiction, it is the principle upon which Trance 
haa uniformly acted. But while the learned gentleman disclaims 
this proposition, he ccrtnmly will admit, that lie has lumsclf 
asserted, and maintained in the whole course of Ins argument, 
that the pressure of the war upon Trance, imposed upon her the 
necessity of those exertions which produced .roost of the enormi- 
ties of the revolution, and most of the enormities practised 
against the other countries of Europe, The house will recollect, 
that, m the ycai 1796, when all these horrors in Italy were be- 
ginning, which are the strongest jllust rations of the general 
.character of the Trench revolution, we had begun that negocia- 
lion to which the lcarped gentleman has referred, England then 
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pMitjwd numerous conquests; England though not taring at 
ttat Umc had the advantage of three of her most splendid victories 
England, even then appeared undisputed mistress of the teat 
England taring then engrossed the whole wealth of tha colonial 
world England haring tat nothing of it* original possessions; 
Eog/jfod tht-a coror* farwtrd proposing grwroi peace and offer 
Jug— -vrtat ? offering the surrender of ull ttat it bod acquired tn 
order to obtain— r*tat I n t the dismemberment, not the partition 
of ancUnt France, bat the return of a port of those conquests, 
bo crao of which coold be retained but In direct contradiction to 
itat original and solemn pledge which is now referred to as tlo 
proof of the just and moderate disposition of the Frrnch republic 
Yet even this offer was not sufficient to proectre pence or to arrest 
the progress of Trance in her defensive operations against other 
uno Ceding countries. From the pages, however of the learned 
gentleman s pamphlet (which after all its edition*, a now fresher 
in his mcmoiy than m that of any other person in this house or 
in tho country), hi is furnished with an argument on the result 
of the negodarion on which he appeirs confidently to rely Ha 
maintains, that the single point on which the negotiation was 
broken off was tho question of the possession of tbo Au tnan 
Netherlands ; and that it Is therefore, on that ground only that 
the war baa since that time beeq continued When this sub- 
ject was before undeT drsctmkra I stated and I shall state again 
(uotwitbslamllng ibe learned gentleman ■ accanotkm of my having 
endeavoured to shift the question from its true point), that the 
question, then atauc, iu not whether tho Netherlands should 
Jn tact be restored though even on that question I am n t, like 
Ihe learned gentleman unprepared to give any opinion ; I am ready 
to say ttat to leave that territory in the possmhn of France 
would be obviooJy dangerous to the Interests of iha country and 
Is Inconsistent with the policy which U has nmf irmly por ued at 
wvrry period In which h has concerned itself in the general system 
ef the continent j but it wm not on the decision of this question 
of espedfeocy and policy that the taua of the negotiation then 
turned i what wns required of os by France was, not merely that 
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ve should acquiesce in her retaining the Netherlands, but that, as 
a preliminary to all treaty, and before entering upon the discus* 
sion of tcims, we should recognise the principle, that whatever 
Fiance, in time of war, had annexed to the lepublic, must remain 
inseparable for ever, and could not become the subject ot nego- 
tiation, I say, that, m refusing such a preliminary, we were 
only resisting the claim of France, to airogate to itself the power 
of conti oiling, by its own separate and municipal acts, the rights 
»and interests of other countries, and moulding, at its disci etion, 
a new and general code of the law of nations * 

In reviewing the issue of this negaeiation, it is important to ob- 
serve, that France, who began by abjuring a love ot conquest, 
•was desired to give up nothing of her own, not even to give up all 
that she had conquered , that it was offered to her to receive back 
all that had been conquered from her, and when she rejected the 
.negotiation for peace upon tu^se grounds, are we then to be told 
■of the unrelenting hostility of tin combined powers, fox which. 
France was to revenge itself upon othei countries, and which is to 
justify the subversion of every established government, and the 
destruction of property, idigion, and domestic comfort, from 
one end of Italy to the other ? Such was the effect of the war 
against Modena, against Genoa, against Tuscany, against Venice, 
against Rome, and against Naples, all of which she engaged in, 
-or piosecuted, subsequent to this very period. 

After this, m the year 1757, Austria had made peace, Eng- 
land and its ally, Poitugal, (from whom v.c could expect little 
active assistance, but whom we felt it our duty to defend), alone 
remained in the war In that situation, under the picture of 
necessity, which I shall not disguise, we made another att< mpt to 
negociate. In 1797, Piussia, Spain, Austna, and Napks hav- 
ing successively made peace, the ponces ot Italy having been 
destroyed, France having surrounded itself, in almost every pint 
m which it is not surrounded by the sea, with revolutionary re- ‘ 
publics, England made another offer of a diffeient nature. It 
was not now r a demand that Fiance should icstore any thing. 
Austria having made a, peace upon her own terms, England had 
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nothing to require with regard to her allies j *he Hiked no rest! 
tution of the dominions added to France m Europe So far from, 
retaining an) thing French out of Europe we ficrly offered them 
all demanding only a* n poor compensation, to retain a port of 
what we had acquired by arms, from Holland, then identified with 
France and that part, uvde» to Holland and Decenary for tbo 
aectmty of our indrao poaseniora Tbo proposal nlro, Sir war 
proudly refilled in n way which tbo learned gentleman himself 
hoi not attempted to justify indeed of which he has spoken with, 
detestation • I whh since he has not finally abjured ha duty in 
this house that that detestation bad been atated earlier that ho 
had mixed hb own icnce with the general voice of htf country oh 
the result of that negotiation 

Let us look at the conduct of France immediately subsequent to 
thb period She had sptznrrd at the offers of Great Britain she 
had reduced her continental enemies to the necessity of accepting 
a precarious pence sbe had (in spite of those pledges repeatedly 
made nod uniformly violated) surrounded herself by new conquests 
on every port of her frontier but one that one wtw 8 »itreriand 
The fir>t effect or being relieved from tbo war with Austria of 
"being secured against oil fean of continental invasion on tbo 
an dent territory of France wb* their unprovoked attack against 
this unoffending and devoted country Tins was one of the scenes 
which satisfied even thaw who were the most Incredulous, that 
France had thrown off the mask ]f indeed tie iad cccr rrum 

it * It collected id one view many of the characteristic fea- 
tures of that revolutionary »j item which I have endeavoured to 
trace The perfidy which clone rendered their arms successful 
the pretext of which they availed themselves to produce division 
end prepare the entrance of Jacobinism 10 that country tho 
proposal of armistice one of the trJOwn and regular engines of 
tho revolution which was as usual the immediate prelude to 
military execution, attended with cruelty and barbarity of which 
there ere few examples all thou are known to the world The 
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o uutij tlu\ attacked was one winch had long bccn^tho faithful 
1\ ot Prance, winch, instead of giving cause of jinloits) to any 
othei power, had been, for ngt s, proverbial for the simplicity and 
innocence of imnner«, nnd which lmd acquired and preserved 
the esteem of all the n ituuic of Pm rope , «'hic!t had almost, by the 
common consent oi m mhml, been exempted ft om the sound of 
wnr, and marked out ns aland of Goshen, safe nnd untouched in 
the tnid't of sui rounding calamities, 

Look then at the late of Switzerland, at the circumstances 
which led to its dt 'true tmn, add this instance to the catalogue of 
aggression agonist all Lurope, and tiien tell me, whether the 
■'ystnu 1 have described lias not been prosecuted with tin unre- 
lenting spun, which c timot be subdued in advcisity , winch can* 
not be appeased in piuspenty, which neither solemn professions, 
nor the general law ot nations nor the obligation of ticatns 
(whether precious to the ie\olnnon or subseqin tit to it), could 
restrain from the subversion of every state into which, eithei by 
force or fraud, their aims could penetrate. Then till me, 
whether the disnst< rs of Lurope arc to lie charged upon the pro- 
■vocation of this countiy and it- allies, or on the inherent princi- 
ple of the Prench revolution, of which the natural result pro- 
duced so much misery nnd catnagc in France, and carried desola- 
tion and terror over so large a portion of the world 

Sir, much as I have now stated, I have not finished the cata- 
logue. Ameucn almost as much as Switzerland, perhaps, con- 
tributed to that change, which has taken place in the minds of 
those who were originally partial to the ptinciplcs of the French 
government. The hostility against America followed a long 
course of neutrality adhered to, under the strongest provocations, 
or rather of topcaud compliances to France, with which we might 
well have been dissatisfied It was on the face of it, unjust nnd 
wanton , and it was accompanied by those instances of sordid 
corruption which shocked and disgusted even the enthusiastic ad- 
mirers of revolutionary purity, and tlnew anew light on the genius 
of revolutionary government. 

After this, it remains only shortly to remind grn'Fmcn of ‘"~r 
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Ojgrwuon a^omit Egypt not omit ling hoTfrtr to notice the cap 
taro of Malta in the way to Egypt Inconsiderable as that island 
taay b« thought, compared with the scenes wo have witnessed, 
let it be remembered that it U an island of which the govern 
Went had long been recognised by every state of Europe against 
which France pretended no came of war and whcoe independence 
mbj a* dear to itsetf and as sacred as that of any country in Europe. 
It was in fact not unimportant from its local situation to tb« 
other powers of Europe but in proportion as any man may 
diminish its importance tho instance will only serve the more to 
illustrate and confirm tho proposition which I have maintained — 
The all searching eye of the French revolution loots to every part 
of Europe and every quarter of the world In which can be found 
nn object cither of acquisition or plunder Nothing b too great 
for the tementy of its ambition nothing too small or Insignificant 
for the gra*p of its rapacity From Lence Buonapartfi and hu 
army preceded to Egypt. The attack -was made pretences were 
fceld out to the native* of that country m tho name of the French 
fang whom they had murdered { they pretended to have the ap- 
probation of the grand *cignlor whose tern tones they were noh 
ting their project was earned on under the profession of n srni for 
Mahometanism j it was corned on by pro cl a im ing that France 
had been reconciled to the Mussulman faith had abjured that of 
Christianity or ns ho in his impious language termed it, of Ike 
*ect of tke jUrsweE' 

The only plea which they have since held out to colour this 
fa re oous onanon of n neutral and friendly temtory is, that it 
was the rend to attack the English po*rr in India. It is most un- 
questionably true that this »n ono and a principal cause of this 
unparalleled outrage but another and an equally substantial cause 
(a* appears by them own statements), was tho division and parti 
tton of the territories of what they thought a filling power It is 
impossible to dismiss this subject without obscnlng that thb attack 
against Egypt was Accompanied by an attack upon the British 
possessions in India, mode on true revolutionary principles 
In Europe the props gotl on of the principles of France had 
uniformly prepared the way for the progress of ill arms To 
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India, the lovei-s of peace had sent the messengers of .jacobinism, 
for the purpose of inculcating war in those distant regions, on ja- 
cobin principles, and of forming jacobin clubs, which they actually 
succeeded in establishing, and which m most respects resembled 
the European model, but which were distinguished by this pecu- 
liauty, that they were lequired to swear in one breath, hatred to 
iyi anny , the love of hhei ty, and the destruction of all kings and 
sovo cigns — except the good and faithful ally of the French re~ 
public, Citizen Tippoo 

What then was the nature of this system ? Was it any thing but 
what I have stated it to be ? an insatiable love of agrandizement, 
an implacable spirit of destruction directed against all the civil 
and ldigious institutions of every country This is the first mov- 
ing and acting spuit of the French revolution, this is the spirit 
which animated it at its birth, and thisis the spirit which will not 
deseit it till the moment of its dissolution, “ which grew with its 
growth, which strengthened with its strength,” but which has not 
abated undei its misfortunes, nor declined in its decay; it has been 
invariably the same in every period, operating more or less, accord- 
ding as accident 01 circumstances might assist it , but it has been 
ihhcient in the revolution m all its stages, it has equally belonged > 
to Bnssot, to Robespierre, to Tallien, to Reubel, to Barras, and 
to ever) one of the leaders of the duectory, but to none more than to 
Buonapaite, in whom no\v all their powers are united What are 
its characters ? * Can it be accident that produced them? No, it 
is only from the alliance of the most horrid principles with the 
mofet horrid means, that such miseries could have been brought 
dpon Europe It is this paradox, which we must alwajs keep m 
mind when we are discussing any question relative to the effects 
of the French revolution Gtoanmg under every degiec of misery, 
the victim of its own crimes, and as I once before expressed it in 
this house, asking pardon of God and of inan for the miseries 
whidh it has brought upon itself and others, France still retains 
■(while it bas noithei left means of comfort, nor almost of subsist- 
ence to its own inhabitants), new and unexampled means of an* 
noyance and destruction against ali the other powers of Europe. 

$ 
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nggnsdcm i^mnit Egypt not omitting however to notice the cap- 
ture of Malta in the way to Egypt Inconsidetablo u that island 
may b« thought compared nth the scenes wo have v.itncwed, 
let it be remembered that it b an island of which the govern 
ment bad long been recognised by every stite of Europe against 
which France pretended no came of war end whc*o independence 
vno as denr to itoelf and as sacred as that of any country in Europe, 
It wa* in fact not unimportant from its local situation to tbe 
other power* of Europe but In proportion ns any roan may 
<Lwum*h its importance tbo instance will only servo the more to 
illustrate and confirm tho proportion mhlch I hare maintained 
The all-searching eye of the French revolution looks to every part 
of Europe and every quarter of tha world in which can be found 
an object either of acquisition or plunder Nothing a too great 
for the temerity of it) ambition nothin,, too small or insignificant 
for the grs'p of its rappci ty From hence Buonapartfi and In* 
army procedcd to Egypt. The attack wa* made pretence* wore 
held out to the native* of that country in the name of the French 
king whom they had murdered ; they pretended to base the ap- 
probation of the grand aeignlor wbca* temtone* they were viola 
ting their project was earned on under tho profession of n seal for 
W ah const® nitm j it was carried on by proclaiming that France 
had been reconciled to the Mussulman faith had ahjared that of 
Christianity nr as he in hb impious language termed it of “ tie 
*<et 0/ tie ftletnei . 0 

The only plea wldch they have since held out to colour tha 
atrocious invasion of a neutral and fnendl) territory b, that it 
wo* the road to attack the English power in India. It is most un- 
questionably true, that this wa* one and a principal came of thh 
unparalleled oQtmgo but another and an equally substantial came 
(as appear* by their own statements), was tho division and parti 
bon of the territories of what they thought a foiling power It is 
impossible to dumm* tbu subject without observing that thb attack 
against Egypt tvni cccompamrd by on attach upon the British 
poesctsion* in India made on true revolutionary principles. 
In Europe the propagation of the principle* of France had 
Uniformly prepared the way for the progress of its arm*. To 
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ill.. " u i_nl lit oi tnuin.'i.uii - mi lit \ s t it , but n h is Inca 

i llif ii 'it m th' iimi'uI on in ‘11 1.' ‘ t m ■'j it Ii ‘S i qtially In burned 
to Is' i *• i, tnl' I i ii > in ♦» Tillim, m P,i ubcl, to l.ai r is, nul 

tu< i \ opt ni dn K 1 r- oi tin cii n j" , but to noiu mote than to 

J' unit ip * to, in \ in.'P lim nil llii i pu’i’b Hi ntliUil 1 lmt me 
It' c’ i'll ’ t c r- ? Cun it be h e ib at that pioduced the m <* No, ii 
is muy fio,n llu. -dl. mu. ot tin must bo. ml ptmc.ples with the 
mo t hni d ini, -'ll tlnu such mi'-uns could have bun hi ought 
up ,u Emop It l- t' is pm ’do , "hull we must Uways keep nt 
nunc ' ’i'll \ e re d si u s.ng 1113 question lduneto tin ctreeb 
of the i .inch u ’ olution C 4 1 ouimig under <_vi 13’ dcgicc of imsuy , 
the MCtim of ns o’ 11 cim.ios, and as I once beioie expressed it >n 
this limn , asi mg prtdcn of God and ot man for the miseries 
v inch nb s bio lgln upon ndlf and others. Fiance still retains 
(” Inle it h is neithei lift means of comfou, 1101 almost of subsist*, 
••.nee to its o ' n 'inhabitants), new and une\ inipled means of an- 
noyance ?nd destiucLon against all the ot’ cr poncre of Europe. 
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Much more might be said -on this part of the subject , but if 
what I have said already is a faithful, though only an imperfect 
sketch of those excesses and outrages, which evep history itself will 
hereafter be unable lulls to record, and a just representation of 
the principle and source from which they originated, mil any 
man say that we ought to accept a precarious security against so 
tremendous a danger? Much more will he pretend, after the ex- 
perience of all that has passed, in the different stages of the French 
resolution, that we ought to be deterred from probing this great 
question 'to the bottom, and from examinitig, without ceremony 
or disguise, whether the change which has recently taken place 
in France, is sufficient now to give security, not against a com- 
mon danger, but against such a danger as that which I have de- 
scribed i 

In examining this part of the subject, let it be remembered, 
that there is one othei characteristic of the Fiench revolution, as 
striking as its dieadful and destructive principles, I mean the in- 
stability of its government, which lias been of itself sufficient to de- 
stroy all reliance, if any such reliance could, at any time, have 
been placed on tlic good faith of any of its ruleis Such has been 
the incredible rapidity with which the revolutions in France have 
succeeded each other, that 1 believe the names of those who have 
successively exercised absolute power, undci the pretence of liberty, 
pre to be numbered by the jears of the icvolution , and each of the 
new constitutions, which, under the same pretence, has, in its 
turn, been imposed -by force on Fiance, every one of which alike 
was founded upon principles which piofesscJ to be universal, and 
' was intended to be established and perpetuated among all the 
nations of the earth — each of these will be found, upon an 
average, to have had about two years, as the period of its du- 
ration. 

Under this revolutionary sjstem, accompanied with this per- 
petual fluctuation and] change, both m the form of the govern- 
ment and in the persons of the ruleis, what is the security which 
' has hitherto existed, and what new secuuty is now offered f Be- 
fore an answei is given to this question, let pie .sum up the histo. 
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of all the revolutionary goverrmicuU of France and of their cha 
ractcn in relation to other power*, in word* mom emphatic ol than 
noy which I coold me — the memorable word* pronounced cm the 
ero of thli lost constitution by the ottUot* who was selected to 
report to an assembly sarroandocf by a file of grenadier* tho new 
form ofliberty which it was destined to enjoy under the auspice* 
of general Buonapert£. From this reporter the mouth and organ 
of the new government, we learn tho important lcason 1 It is 
any to con cd to why p ea ce was not concluded before the e*ta 
blahment of the constitutional government The only govern 
mmt which then exwted described itself as revolutionary it wai 
in feet only the tyranny of a few men who were sorfn overthrown 
by other*, and it consequently presented no stability of principles 
or of views, no security cither with respect to men or with respect 
to thing*. 

“ It should seem that that liability and that security ought to 
have cxirted from the ottahlhhmmt, and a* the eflect of the con 
tblubonal syvton and jet they did not esnt more perhaps even 
less, than thry had done before. In truth wo did make some par 
tial treaties, wo signed a continental peace, and a general congress 
sra* held to confirm it} but these treaties, these diplomatic con* 
feretjees, appear to hare been the source of a nctr war morn mvc 
terete and more bloody than before 

M Before the 18th Frucudor (4th September) of the fith year, 
tho French govern meet exhibited to foreign nnbora so uncertain an 
existence that they refused to treat with it. After this great 
event the whole power was absorbed in the Directory the legi* 
Ion re body can hardly be said to have existed ; treaties ofpeteo 
were broken and war earned every where, without that body 
having any share in those measures. The same Directory, after 
having intimidated ail Europe nod destroy ed at its pleasure se- 
veral governments, wither knowing how to make peace or war or 
how even to establish itself wai overturned by a hreatb, cm the 

Vdi Spmk«r Bonlay de b Metaihc, lo the Cou ftc J of rir* Hmahed, 
K Bt CW, 19th Brunahc (gch tsoranber) 1779 
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13(h Praini'l (lSth June), to make room brother men, influenced, 
perhaps by uiflerent views, or who might be gouintd by differ- 
ent putu iples 

** Judging, then, oidv fior.i noumous facts the French govern- 
ment must be considered as ixlubiimg nothing fixed, tmthcr 
in inspect to men <.<r to thing*/’ 

Here, then, i* the picture, down to the period of the last ro 
•volution, of the ^tate of 1 ranee, utulu nP its successive govern- 
ments \ 

IlaMng taken avuv of \,hrt it '.a*, let us now cvuminc what it 
In the fnM plate, wo tec, as In, been truly stated, it change 
m the description and lorin of the sovereign authority , asuprunc 
power is placed at the head ot this nominal republic, with a more 
tpen avowal of military dispotum than at any Corner penod , with 
a moic open and undisguised abandonment of the mines and pre- 
tences under v Inch that despotism long attempted to conceal 
itself The difierent institutions, republican in their form and ap- 
pearance, which were oTcre the instiuments of th.it despotism, 
arc now annihilated , they have given v.iy to the absolute power 
of one man, concintraeng in himself all the authority of the state, 
and differing from other monarch* only m this, that, as my ho- 
nourable fuend* truly stated it, lie wields a sword instead of a 
sceptre. \\ hat then is the confidence we aic to dome cither from 
the frame of the government, or from the character and past 
conduct of the persoh who is now the absolute ruler of 
France 5 

Had v.e seen a man, of whom we had no previous knowledge, 
suddenly invested with the sovereign authority of the country ; 
invested With the power of taxation, with the power of the sword, 
the power of war and peace, the unlimited power of commanding 
the resources, of disposing of the lives and fortunes Of every man 
m France , if we had seen, at the same mbinent, all the inferior 
machinery of the revolution, which, under the vanety of succes- 
srVfe shocks, had kept the system in motion, still remaining entire, 
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all that by requisition and plunder had giTen activity to the ro 4 
Tolotionary sy*tcm of finance and had furnuhed tho means of 
creating an army, by converting every man *ho run of age to 
bear arms into a aoldier not for the defence of hi* own country, 
but for the take of carrying unprovoked war Into tu reminding 
countne** if wc had icon all the subordinate instruments of jaco- 
bin power subsisting m tbelr full force and retaining (to use the 
Trench phrase) *11 their ongmal organisation and had then ob- 
served tha tingle change id the conduct of their affairs that there 
was now one man with do rival to thwart hi* measures ®o co[ 
league to dmde hi* powers no council to control his operation* 
trn liberty of sproking or anting do expression of public opinion 
to check ot influence his conduct under such circumstance* 
ihould wo be wrong to pause or wait for the evidence of facta and 
experience, before wc consented to trust our safety (o the for 
bearunc* of a tingle man, in *uch a ntnalion, and to relinquish 
thoae mean* of defence which have hitherto tamed u» *afc through 
all the storm* of the revolution ? if we srete to ask what ore the 
principle* and character of this «tntngcr to whom Fortune ha* 
suddenly committed the concern* of a greet end powerful da 
tion ? 

But i* tha tho actual *talo of the prevent question? Are we 
talking of a itremgrr of whom we have heard nothing? No Sir 
wc have beard of him we and Europe and the world, have 
heard both of hhn and of the intelltes by whom he u furrotmd 
cd and it i* impossible to ducats Ciuriv tho propriety of any an 
fiver which could be returned to hh overtures of negotiation, 
without taking into consideration tho inference* to bo drawn from 
■ha peiaoaal character and conduct I know it u the ftuhion with 
»oroo gentlemen to represent any reference to topics of thi* na 
tare aT'invldkm* and irritating but the truth l* that they rise 
unavoidably out of tho wry nature of the quwtion Would It 
have been possible for minister* to dncb&rge their duty in of 
frnng their advice to their Sovereign either for accepting or de- 
clining negotiation, without taking into their account the reliance 
to be placed on the disposition and the principle* of the person f 
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on \\We disposition 'irnl pr.uc phs the svcuuty to be obi lined by 
iuAt\ im-t, m the pro-dll uiuuntduice 1 -, pnncipilh depend > or 
would Uiey ‘lit bom ill} 01 cindi !U tow ink paih.iment and to- 
v auk the Country i(, b iv 114 iiun guided in tht-e consult i.itions, 
tluy bon to s.aU publish and dwuiKtiy ibe nnl mound? 
winch ban* .nfitunred thei* dcciMou , ind it. fiom a lake deli- 
cacy and groundlc-' tinuditv ibm puipo-dy dr din' d an o\nini- 
i.Uioacf 'point, the m obi r -HUilml tow.nds 1 n riding p irlmnient 
to fort" 0 ju-t delei'inn itum on n» nupoil int a subject 5 

What (pinion, dual m we led to fonn ot tlic pt c tensions of 
the Consul to tho-i pailiculn. t,u dun s winch, m t ho obit nil note, 
me njm i.Vd .flo.ding m, from his jh rs mal char icti r, the 
finest pledge ot jicrcc 5 Wo -no t >ld tins is his second atlaujd at 
geticinl pacific won L n t it- see, fen a moment, boa tins second 
attempt ha- been conducted. 'linn* is, indeed, as the learned 
gentleman his snid, a wont in the fiist declaration winch rcfcislo 
general peace, and which st\t<s thib to be the second time m 
winch the Consul lias endeavoured to urcomple-h tlmt object. 
We thought fit. tor the icasons which have been issigned, to de- 
cline altogclhci the proposal of dealing, under thepicscnt circum- 
stances , but we, it the same time, e\pieshly stmed, that, when- 
ever the moment for treaty should nirnc, wo would in no case 
treat, but in conjunction with out allies Oui gi neinl^cfusal to 
nogociatc at the present moment did not prevent the Consul from 
renewing Ins ovcrluics , but weio they renewed for the purpose 
of genual pacification ? Though lie had hinted at gcneial peace 
m the terms of Ins first note, though we had shewn, by our an- 
swer, that we deemed ncgociation, even for gcneial peace, at this 
moment, inadmissible, though we added, that, even at any future 
period, we would treat only m conjunction with our allies , what 
was the pioposal contained in Ins last note ? — To treat, not fot 
gcneial peace, but for a sepamte peace between Great Britain and 
Trance 

Such was the second attempt to effect gcneial pacification a 
' pi oposal for a separate treaty W'ltli Gi< at Britain What had been 
the that r — The conclusion of a separate treaty with Ausfua and, 
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in addition to tbu Cict, there are two nnccdotci tonncctcd with 
U e conclusion of tba treaty which are sufficient to iUuitmte tht 
disposition of thb pacificator of Europe This very treaty a 
Cnrapo Fornuo tcm ostentatlouily prrfessed to bo concladed md 
tho Emperor for tbo purpose of enabling Buonaporto to toko tlrt 
chmrcaml of tht arm} of England and to dictate a separate peace 
with tins country on the bnuks of the Thame*. But there n thh 
additional -circumstance, singular beyond nil conception, consi- 
dering that ere ore nose referred to the treaty of Caropo Fornuo 01 
a proof of the personal Imposition of tbo Loraul to gen end peace 
be rent bu "two confidential and chosen friend*, Bertiter and 
jilongc charged to communicate to the Directory this treaty of 
Campo Fornuo to announce to them, that one enemy was hum 
bled that the war with Austria was terminated and, therefore 
that now was tho moment to prosecute tbeir operation* against 
this country they tned on this occasion tbc memorable word* 
a the Ktngdwm of Great Britain and tie. French reptUtt cannot 
exiU together " Thu, I «ay was the solemn declaration of the 
deputies and ambassador* of Buonapone himself offering to the 
Directory the firtt fruits of tin* tint attempt at general paa 
fi call on 

So much for hi* deposition towards general pacification let 
ns look fleet at the part he has takon in tbo different itajra of the 
Trench revolution aaJ let u> then judge whether we are to look 
to him as the security flgnrast rmoludooerj principle! k tin do 
termino wlmt reliance wc can place cm his engagement* with other 
countries wired we sec how he has observed hu engagements to 
his own B ben the comtuudon. of tho third year irai e»tabti.hed 
under Barms, that constitution was imposed by the arm* of Buorm 
* parte then commanding the army of the '’lnumvimtc in Pans. 
To that constitution ho then iwore fidelity* ITow orton ho im* 
repeated tho tame oath I know not but tmcc^fit feast wc know 
that he ha* not only repeated it himtcLf but tendrtrd dt to others 
under circumstances too striking Dot to be watedi •* „ 

'ilr, the boasa cannot bare forgotten 'the revolution, of thn&wirth 
©f ‘reptember, which produced the dmobta) of Lord Malmesbury 
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from Lisle. Ilou vab that rc\olution proem od ? Ilw.ispro- 
cmed elm (I) b\ the promise of Buonaparte (in the name of his 
aimy\ decidedly Umipporl the Dnccton in those me it m os which 
1 <J to (lie infiincemcnt and violation ol even thing tint the an- 
thorn ot the constitution of 1 79 r> * °r its ulhercfiB could considei 
as fundamental, and which C'-tablishcd a s\m,.;u ol dcspoiiv 1 infe- 
rior onl} to that now re din'd in hn own pc non. Immediately 
before this event, n the midst of the desolation and bloodshed of 
Lalv, lie* had nenved the c acrod present ol new Inman, Irom the 
Director) , he dtlmud them to his aim) with this e\hoitatiou * 

<f Lot us swear, lellovv soldier*, h) the nii'nes of the' patriots who 
have died by our side, cicnn.l lintied to the cnonw s ot the con- 
stitution of the third war Unit ver) constitution which he moil 
after enabled the Directory to violate, and winch at the heart of 
Ins grenadiers, he has now finally destroyed Sn, tint oath was 
again renewed, in the muLt ot that very secne to which I have 
last referred , the oath of fidedit) to the coristituuon ol tin third 
year was administered to all the members ol the asscmhl) then 
silting (undei the terror of the ba)omt), as the soh mn preparation 
for the business of the day, and the moiling was udicreu in with 
swearing at'achment to the* constiiution, that the evening might 
close with its destruction. 

If we ca-r) our views out of Tiance, utnl look at the droadlul 
catalogue of all the brtachcs of Unity, all the nets of pei fid) at 
which I have only glanced, and which arc pucisely commcn unite 
with the number of treaties which the republic have made (lor 
I have sought m vain for any one winch it has made and whuh it 
has not broken), ll we trace the history ot them all from the be- 
ginning of the revolution to the present time, or it wo select those 
which have been accompanied by the most atiocious criult), and 
marked the most strongl) wnh the characteiistic fiatuies of tin ic- 
volution, the name of Buonaparte will be found alht d to moit of 
them than that of any other that can be handed down m the 1, s- , 
tor) r of the crimes and miseries ot the la*t ten yems. I i is name 
will be recorded with the boiiors committed in Italy , m the me« 
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additional couti lbutions woie imposed upon its inhabitants and, 
in not more than foui months aftoiwards, tins veiy republic of 
Venice, united by alliance to Trance, the cieature of Buonaparte 
himself, from whom it ha 1 received the present of French liberty, 
was by the same Buonapaite transfoned under the treaty of 
Carapo Foimio, to “that non yoke of the proud House of Aus- 
tria/' to dihvei it fiom which he had represented in his first pro- 
clamation to be the great object of all his operations 

Sir, all tins is followed by the memo) able expedition into Egypt, 
'which I mention, not mciely because it forms a principal aiticle 
in the catalogue of those acts of violence and pci tidy in which 
Buonapaile has been engaged , not merely became it was an en- 
terpuse pcculnuiy his own, of which he was himself the planuci, 
the executor, and the betrayu , but chiefly because, when from 
thence he retnes to a diffeitnt scene to take possession of a new 
fhione, from which he is io speak upon an equality with the kings 
find governors of Europe, he leaves behind him, at the moment of 
Ins depaiturc, a specimen, winch cannot be mistaken, of Ins prin- 
ciples of negoaatio.ii. Hie intercepted correspondence, winch has 
been alluded to in tins debate, stems to afford the stiougest 
ground to believe, that Ins offers to the Turkish government to eva- 
cuate Egypt vvcie made solely \vith a ticw “ to gain time*' /' that 
the latification of any ticaty on this subject was to be delayed with 
the view of finally eluding its performance, if any change of cir- 
cumstances favourable to tbe Fiench should occui in the interval 
But vvhatcvei gentlemen may think of the intention with winch 
these offers were made, there will at least be no question with 10 - 
spect to the credit due to those piofcssions by winch he endea- 
voured to prove, in Egypt, las pacific dispositions He cxpiessly 
enjoins his successor, strongly and steadily 7 to insist m all his in- 
tercourse with theTuihs, that he came to Egypt with no hostile 
design, and that he never meant to keep possession of the countiy , 
while, on the opposite page of the same instructions, he states m 
the most unequivocal mannei his regret at the discomfiture of ins 


* Vide « Intercepted Betters from Egypt.” 
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The Fr'tich Qnny in order to follow them passe* over the ter 
ntory of tho republic of\cmcej but It will ncter forget that 
antient friendship unite* the two republic*. Religion government, 
cuitorat and property shall be nupccted That the people may 
be without apprehension, tho most »evero disclpbnc shall be mam 
tamed All that may be provided fur tho army ■shall bo faithfully 
paid for in money The general m chief engages tho officer* of 
the repabbe of \ emeo tho magistrate*, anti the pnnti, to make 
known theta tmumenU to the people in order that confidence 
may cement that fn tkhhip which haa so long united the twa na 
t turn*, truthful in the path of honour a* m that of victory Tho 
French soldier u temble only to the cccmie* of bulibcrty and ha 
government. Buonaparte.* 

Thh proclamation was followed by cwhatu similar to those 
■which were practiced ugolnst Genoa, by the renewal of similar 
profess! ora of tnend hip and l be me of similar mean* to excite in- 
surrection At length in the spring of 1797 occasion wni token 
from dffturbanca thu» rxetted to Ijigc fn the name of the \ coe- 
tian government, a proclamatic n, bostsle to France and thi* 
proceeding was made rise ground f r military execution Ofrunst tho 
country and Cor effecting by force the subversion of 1U antient 
government and tho establishment of tho democratic forms of the 
French revolution- Thu revolution was scaled by a Uenty signed 
in May 1707 between Buonaparte and corombsiouvn appointed 
on the ptut of the new and revolutionary government of A eruce 
By the second and third secret articles of tho treaty \ eruce 
agreed to give a* a romom to sccmo itaelf agiurot all farther ex 
action* or demands tho sum of tbreo million* of Urn* m money 
tho valua of three millions more in article* of natal supply and 
three ships of the hue and U received m return tho n*u ranee* of 
tho filcrublup and sbpport of tho French republic. Immediately 
after tho signature of thu treaty the nroenal the library and 
thcpalar* of St- Marc were ransacked and plundered and heavy 


Vkk Accocat of this tnesaetka hi the Proclamation ol the Beme of 
Venice April l* 179S. 
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additional eoutnbutions were imposed upon it* inhabitants ami, 
m not move than lorn months allow 'rds, this \ci\ republic of 
Venice, united b\ alliance to France, the c mature ot Boon iparto 
lumselt, tio'n whom it ha 1 ncmed the promt of Bunch h'vity, 
vvas by tin saint Buoi’ipuie tran-leried under tilt timds «;i 
Campo Borm.o, to 1 that non \oki o 1 the picul Home <H \m- 
tna," to deliuM it liom which lit hut r< pnst tit* d in ins hot pio- 
cUmntum to b. the gre it ubjict ot nil h s opt ration- 

Sir, all this is folk win 1 h\ the memorable * xp dttioli into Ltrvpt, 
v Inch I mention, not inertly bt call'd - it bums i puntip t! min It 
m the catalogue of iho-i ect- of uohmu and plainly m v !iu li 
Buon ‘pane his !ucn e igag< 1 , not nuidv bicnU'C H w is an eu- 
U ipti-c potuliaiit la- own, of which lie v rr him' ’* the ptnmui, 
the ext cuter, and tie barwci , but dm lh btc Hit', whin 1r<mt 
tlunu ho utr s to i chfu u ot «ccne to take } o— ts-iou ot a m w 
(la out, train which hi i- to speak upon in cqu iluv with tin king* 
and governors of Iluiopt, Ik Icu-a bcluud him, at the monu nt of 
his depaitun, a specimen, whicn ennn u. be mntal mi, of lit- ]>nu- 
cipFs of iu’ go n ttion The inti re pted coruspomk nc< , which hut 

been alluded to in this debate, stems to atTord the suongirt 
ground to believe, tint Ins ofn rs to tlm Turkish government to i ,n- 
cuatc Egypt wcio mack solely with utku u to gain time* tint 
the ratification of any f i calx, on this sulked was to be dola\< d vvnu 
the mow of finally dueling its pnfommnee, if any change of m- 
cumstances favourable to the 1 lendi should occui in the mtux i) 
But whatever gentlemen may think of the intention with whirh 
these offers were mide, there will at leist be no cjuestion with re- 
spect to the credit due to those piofes-ious by wludi In v ml la- 
boured to piove, in Egypt, his pacific dispositions. He expressly 
enjoins his successor, stiongly and steadily to insist m all Ins 
tcrcoursc with the Tuiks, that he came to Egypt with no hostile 
design, and that he never meant to keep pcsscssion of tlm countiy , 
while, on the opposite page of the same instructions, he suites in 
the most unequivocal manner bis regret at the discomfiture of Ins 

? Vide “ Intercepted Betters from Egypt.” 
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favourite project of colonising Egypt ond of maintaining it as a 
tcmtutlal acquisition Now, Sir if in on/ note addreo-'d to tie 
Grand Vbkr or the Sultan, Buonaparte had claim d credit for 
the sincerity of his professions that he forci&ly invaded Egypt 
•nitU no now hostile to Turkey and eoUIv for the purpose of mo- 
lesting tlic British interests I* there any one argument novr uted 
to induce us to Uheve bis patent professions to us, which might 
not baic been equally urged on that occasion to the Turkish go^ 
Vemment i Would not those professions have been equally sup- 
ported bv solemn asseverations, by tho tune reference which is 
now made to personal character with this ungfe difference that 
they -would then have been accompanied with ono mvtnneo less of 
that perfidy which we have had occasion to trace m this very 
transaction f 

It is unnecewftTv to say more vnth respect to the credit dao to 
his professions, or the reliance to be placed on his general cha 
meter but it will perhaps, be argued that whatever may be his 
character or whatever has been hh p*ut conduct he has now an 
interest in making and observing peace That be. has an Interest 
in ma’ in^ peace is at best but a doubtful proposition, and that he 
has an mtci&t in prwcmng St u ftdl more uncertain That it rs 
his interest to DCgociate I do not indeed deny it Is his interest 
above all to engngo this conntry in separate negoclatkm in order 
to loosen and dissolve the whole sptem of tho confederacy on the 
Continent to palsy ittm the arms of Buma or of \ustna, or 
of any other country that might look to yon for support and 
then either t > break off his separato treaty or if he should 
ha e concluded It to apply the lesson which is taught in hts 
school of policy in Hnvpt and to revive at, his pleasure those 
claims < rind tonification which may hale teen referred io Wflff 
happier period 

Hus h precisely the Interest which he has in negotiation i hutoq 
what grounds arc wo to be convinced that be has an interest In 
-Concluding and observing a solid and permanent pacification? 


• Vile Iptcr cc p tf i l*um from EjjpU* 
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Under all (he cncumstances of his personal character, and Ins 
newly acquired pover, what other ‘security 'has he for retaining 
that powei, but the sword ? His hold upon France is the swoid, 
and he has no othei,. Is he connected with the soil, of with the 
habits, the affections, ot the prejudices of the count! \ ? He is a 
stranger, a foreigner, and an usurper, he unites in Ins own peison 
every thing that a puic Republican must detest, eveiy thing that 
an enraged Jacobin has abjuied ; every thing that 'a sinccie and 
faithful Royalist must feel as an insult If he is opposed at anv time 
in his career, what is'his appeal ? He appeals to /us foitane, m 
other words to his army and his swoid Placing, then, Ins whole 
reliance upon mlhtaiy suppoil, can he affoid to let lus nnbtaiy ic- 
novvn pass away, to let hislauiels w.ther, to let the_memory of his 
achievements sink in otscurity f Is it certain that, with his auny 
confined within Franco, and lcstiainefl fiom inioads upon her 
neighbours, he can maintain, at his devotion, a foico sufliciently 
numerous to support his power? Having no object but the pos- 
session of absolute dominion, no passion but military glory, is it 

f w 

Certain, that’he can feci such an interest in permanent peace, as 
would justify us in hi) mg down our aims, i educing our expense, 
and relinquishing our means ot security, on the faith of his cn- 
gagementi? Do we believe, tbatrafter the conclusion of peace, 
he would not still ‘sigh over the lost trophies of Egjpt, wrested from 
him b) thU celebrated victoiy of Aboukir, and the brilliant ex- 
ertions of that hcioic band of Rutish seamen, whose influence and 
example rendeied the Tuikish tioops invincible at Acie ? Can lie 
forget, that the effect of these exploits enabled Amina and Rus- 
sia, in one campaigu, to recover from Fiance all which she had 
acquired by his victories, to dissolve the chaim, which, for a time, 
fascinated Emopc, and to shew that their generals, contending in 
a just cause, could efface, even by then success and then militaiy 
glor),lhe most dazzling tmunphs oflus wetoues and desolating 
ambition ? 

Can we believe, with these impiessions on Ins mind, that if, after 
a )cnr, eighteen months or two years, of peace had elapsed, he 
should be tempted by the appearance of a fresh insunection iu 
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Inland^ encouraged by renewed and unrestrained comraunjcabdo 
uith France and fomented by tho fresh infusion erf jafobjoprm 
cijiJaj if wo were at sticli a moment without a fleet to watch the 
T K>rt ' of kroner oi to guard the coast# of Ireland, without a dis- 
posable army or an embodied militia capable of «upplj mg a 
#i*fdj and adequate rmnfoceement end that he had suddenly tbo 
ntcans of transporting thitlnr a body of twenty or thirty thoumnd 
I ft neb troop!) can Me believe, ihar ot such b moment his aou 
biijonond vindictive iph it would be restrained by the rrcollectjou 
nf engagements or tha obligation of treaty ? Or, if In son\a new 
emu of difficulty and dan 0 cr to the Ottoman empire, with no 
British nary in the Mediterranean no confederacy formed no force 
collected to support it, an opportunity should pre*nt itself for ro- 
kunjlo 0 the abandoned expedition to Egypt, for renewing tho 
avowed mnl £a oonte project of cohqnenng and colonuing that 
nch and fertile coantiy, and of opening the way to wound some of 
the vital interest* of England and to pluriikr the treasure* of 
the com in order to fill tho bankrupt coff r* of Trance would it 
he tho interest of Buonaparte under »och cifcumttooccs, or lui 
pilncipksi bis raaderanon his loro of peace, hi* aversion to con- 
quest mod hi* regard for the independence of other nation*—- 
would it bo all, or any of tbao that would see a re ul against an 
attempt which would leave u* only the option of submitting,, 
without n struggle, to certain (usa and disgrace or of renewing tho 
contest which we had prematurely terminated and renewing it 
without allies, without prcporvtloo 1 ' with diminished mean* and 


With increased difficulty ami board ? 

Hitherto 1 hare spoken only of the ixlmnco which we can place 
,oo tho prof ’tslons the characlcr, and thi^ttmdoct of ihc present 
Jlnt Consul bat it rnnuira to consider the stability of hi^ posrer 
The revolution has been marked throughout by a r£^tVv4 ecru on 
of new depositaries of public authority each fuprA^ting hb prede f 


CervM j whnt grounds liavc \«v a* yet to believe that dus new tour 
potion more odious end more ondagiured than all t^t precede 
jt, % jll be more drnabte f Is H that wo rdy on the particular pro- 
yt>loo> coabtioed In the code of the pretended constitution which 
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was pme-Funcd a- r ct optc. fi bv the French people, as sn<m us the 
£irr ,K un of Pans di 1 1 nod then dele nun uumi to i'Mvinnn,ite all 
its enema-, and h. tem m\ ut it ai.nh- < null men he Known 
to lnli dm count rv, who e consent w m uquuul fm tm cl.ihlnh- 
m ut ? 

I \ull not pretend to u.^ me dt« pi) mto the n r.ure tnd ( lb cF 
of a cottMtUiUnn, wluch ( \n h tully *» u’gurdcd hut w. n .‘art t ami 
a mocker) It hovuut it could tn suppo-cul that tl\ pi ou-ious 
were to have auj clVc,, it '■cent*- t ip. til) ad pied to two purport , 
that of giving to jt-c foitndet foi a time an absolute and uncontiol- 
led ant horns , ami that of laving the cirluti foundation ol fututc. 
disunion and dn-coid, which, it th* y once pr-v ill, must tenth r the 
csurei'-o of ' 11 the uuhmit) umh i the cou-tihnion Impcn-tbU and 
leave t.o iippc tl but o) the -\ c.rd 

!■> then nnhtu) dc-potiMn th it \ htrh v , a.c tu u«tomc’d to 
cot side: a- a <l'i! *Ic foun of goumm r.t f In all ngu, of ihc aorld, 
attended v nli the lea t ‘-tnhihts to the pi nous who 
exacted tt and sail, the ,no-tt ipid succt-Mon of change 1 and reso- 
lution-. The advocate's of th< 1 tenth 1 evolution 1 ousted nuts out- 
«ct, that h\ then new x) ,terr the) had furm«hed a neurits tor cset, 
not to France only but to till count lies in the \ orld, n_unst null. 
Hr) despotism, tlirt tl.e foici of standing Minus warn, un atid 
delusive, that no ailiKid pos’er could resist public opinion , and 
that it ssas upon the touudnuon ol pi blic opinion alum that any 
government could ‘•(and. I belies e, that m this HiM'uice, as in 
ever) other, the piogrcsc of the French tcvolultoii I, ns btlted it* 
professions , bat so far irorn its 1 ting a proof ol the pT\ lkmc of 
public opinion against imbtiiry force, it is instead of the pnni, the 
strongest exception fiom that doctmie, winch nppcirs in tin 1m- 
toi) of the world lluough all the stages of the involution null- 
tar) force has governed, jiublic opituon lias scared) bum Ik ink 
But still I consider this as onl) an exception frum u gem nil tmtfi 
I still belic'e, that, m every eiuli/cd coun(r\ (not enslaved In 1 
jacobin faction) public opinion is the onl) Mite’ taippmt of M) 1 
government I bchcrc this vith the* mon e it.staetion, n 
conviction, that if this contdt is happily te*i minuted, th ni'sinbh^’ 
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Hostagct and lie other tyrannical menial's ortho Directory at- 
tho moment when wo were eniknvouilng to discourage to ha~ 
**rdoua on enterprise. If undrr inch a re um •dunce* nc find 
them giving prtjofs of their unalterable pervnemneo la heir prin- 
ciple* if then, is every icnson to believe that the nmo disposition 
prevail i in many other extensive provinces of France if every 
TWirtj appear* at length equally weaned and disappointed with oil 
the successive changes which tho revolution ho* produced if the 
question U tw longer between monarchy and eien the pretence and 
norao of liberty but between tho antic-nt hoc of hereditary princes 
on tbo one hand and a military tyrant, c foreign usurper on the 
(rthcr; If tho armies of that usurper aro likely to find sufficient 
occupation on the frontiers, anti to be forced at length tf> leave thb 
interior of tho country at liberty to manifest its real feeling hud 
disposition what red son have wo to anticipate that the restoration 
of monarchy under such circumstances, u Impracticable? 

Tho learned gentleman has, indeed told ns that almost every 
man now poiamed of property in Franr'e must necessarily be in 
tcrested in resisting such a change and that therefore it never can 
bccflectcd If that tingle conn deration were conclusive dgainst 
the possibility of a change for the same reason tho revolution 
ibclf by which the whole property of the conn try was taken from 
its nnticnt pos*c**on could dotct have taken place Dot though 
I deny it to be pu insuperable obstacle, I admit it to bo a point of 
considerable delicacy and difficulty It h not Indeed for us to 
discus* minutely what afTangement mi^bt be formed on this point 
10 conciliate and unite opposite interests bnt whoever considers 
the precarious tenure and depreciated value of lands held under 
the revolutionary title and tbo low price for which they ham ge- 
nerally been obtained will think it, perhaps, not Impossible that 
on ample compensation might bo made to the bulk of ^be present 
possessore, both for tbo purchase- money they have paid and for 
the actual value oi what they now cqjoy t and that tho tntrem 
proprietors might be reinstated in the possession of their former 
rights, with only such a temporary sacrifice ai ratsomiUe men 
would willingly make to obtain so essential an object. 

4 
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The honmimhlc nml le tim'd gentleman however, h vs suppmted 
his reasoning on this put o! tin Mihpct, by an nigumcnt whi< h he 
undoubtedly toiiMdn** as umnsvvembh — a rifeuuo to what, 
woull In. hts own conduct niMmiltt ( ucum'-t.iiKts , mid he t< 11s 
us, that everv Hmh.l proprietnt m ] umo must suppoif the pre- 
sent ordei ot tmng' in that count r* limn the Mtm motive lint lie 
and oury proprn tor ot tlirci pi r cent <ln ( I, would |oiu m the de- 
fence of the < onstitu.ion of (>i«.u Britain 1 must do tin learn- 
ed g( ntlun m the pistict to in In vi, that tin h ihtis ol his profusion 
must supply him with luttei mid n<dd< i n'ottu , tm ih j, ndmg a 
constitution which lie h is hid m> much «u r wum to stud) and 
examine, thin any whii.li In < an dvtivc tiom the value oiliispro- 
poi tion (however lar2 *) e«f tin 1 1 pi i cents even supposing tie ni to 
continue to melons'* m juice i< rapidly as they lnvc dotit , during 
the list three yt irs, in which llu M'ct.rity and pio c pi nty of the 
mumry his been ostubl.'-hc t bv following n s\st< m dnectly op- 
posite to the counsils of the hauled gentleman nud Ins bunds 

The learned gi mlennn’s illustration, houivtr, though it fills 
with respect to himself, is happily nml iptly npplud to the slate of 
France, and let us «ec vviial mlerence it lurnislm with icspect to 
the proh ildc attachment of monied mi n to the continuance of the 
revolutionary system, as well as with respect to the gincral st ite 
of public credit in that country . 1 do not, indeed, know tint 

there exists precisely any fund of lluce pet cents in Fiance, to 
furnish a test for the patriotism and public spirit of (he lovers of 
Fiench libeity But theie is another fund which may equally 
answer our purpose — the capital of tluee per cent stock vdiiclt 
formerly existed m France liar undergone a vvlunvucal operation, 
similai to many other expedients of finance which we have seen, 
in the course of the revolution — this was performed by' a decree, 
which, as they termed it, j cpubticaiti&cd their debt, that is, in other 
words, struck oil, at once, two-thirds of the capital, and left the 
proprietors to take their chance for the payment of interest on the 
remainder. This lcnmant was aftciwaids converted into the pre- 
sent five per cent stock 1 had the curiosity very lately to in- 
quire what price it bore m the maiket^ and I was told that the 

VOL. IV T, 
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pnee hid somewhat risen fiom confidence in the new gmernrnent 
end wa* actually cu high as ttxcnlrt* I rtnlly at fint tupposed 
that my informer meant seventeen yean purchase for ctery pound 
of interest, and I began to bo almost jralous of revolutionary ere 
dit but I soon foand that ho literally m *01 seventeen pounds 
for every hnndrcd pound* capital stock of free per cent that is a 
little more than three and n half yean purchase So much for 
the nine of rcvohiUottaiy property and for the attachment with 
tfhlch it meat inspire its pc&scootx towards the system of go v ern 
meet to which that value a to be asci ibrd I 

On the qaation Sir, how far the restoration of tho Trench mo- 
narchy If practicable, m desirable, I shall not think it neccuety to 
say much Can it be supposed to be indifferent to us or <0 the 
world whether Iho throne of Franco a td be filled by a prince of 
the house of Bourbon or by him whose principles nod conduct I 
lrnvc endeavoured to dcvelopc? Is it nothing with a view to m 
flucncc and example ahethrr the fortune of this last adventurer in 
tho lottery of Revolutions shaD appear to be permanent? Is it 
nothing whether n system shall be sanctioned which confirm* by 
one of its fundamental articles that general transfer of properly 
from its andent and lawful possessors, which bolds out one of tho 
most tcmblc examples of national injustice and which has fur 
mshed the great source of revolutionary finance and revolutionary 
strength ngahut nil tho powers of Europe? 

In the exhausted and Impoverished state erf France it seems for 
a time impossible that any system bat that of robbery and confis- 
cation, any thing but the continued torture, which con be ap- 
plied only by tbe engines of tho revolution can extort from Its 
runkd inhabitants more than the rocam of supporting, in pence 
the yearly expenditure of its government Snppoae then, the 
heir of tho house of Bourbon rans-taled on the throne, he will 
have sufficient occupation in endeavouring If possible, to beat tl* 
wounds, and gradually to repair tho loaecs of ten yean of cnlt 
convulsion to reanimate the drooping com merer to rekindle the 
industry to replace the capital and 10 revive the manoficturcs of 
the country Under inch circumstances, there roust probably bo 
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a considerable i atonal before such a monarch, whatever may be 
Ins views, can possess the powci winch can make him foumdable 
to Europe , but while the system of the rdvolution/continues, the 
case is quite difleiont It is true, indeed, that even the gigantic 
and unnatural means by winch that revolution has been support* 
ed, aie so tar impaired, the influence of its principles, and the 
tenor of its arms, so far weakened, and its powci of action so 
3rmich contracted and circumscnbcd, that against the embodied 
foice of Europe, prosecuting a vigorous war, we may just Iy hope 
that the lenuiant and vviech of this system cannot long oppose an 
eflectual lesistancc. But, supposing the confederacy of Europe 
prematurely dissolved, supposing our anrnes disbanded, oui fleets 
hud up in out harbouis, our exeitions lelaxcd, and our means of 
precaution and defence relinquished , do vve believe that the re- 
volutionaiy povvef, with this rest and breathing-time given it to re- 
Co\er from the pressuie under which it is now sinking, possessing 
still the means of calling suddenly and violently into action what- 
ever is the icmannng physical foice of France, under the guidance 
of military despotism, do we believe that tins powci, the terroi 
of which is now beginning to vanish, will not ag un prove formida- 
ble to Europe ? Can we toigct, that m the ten y'ears in which that 
power has subsisted, it lias brought moie nuscij on suirounding 
nations, and pioduccd moie acts of aggression, cruelty, perfidy, 
and enormous ambition, than can be traced in the history of Fiance 
foi the centunes which have elapsed since the foundation of its 
monaichy, including all the wars which, in the course of that 
penod, have been waged by any of those sovereigns, whose pro- 
jects of aggrandizement, and violations of tieaty, afford a constant 
theme of general leproach against the ancient government of 
France? And with these considerations bcfoieus, can we hesitate 
whether we have the best prospect of permanent peace, the best 
security for the independence and safety, of Europe, fiom the ics- 
toratibn of the lawful government, or from the continuance of re- 
volutionary power in the hands of Buonaparte ? 

In compromise and tieaty with such a power, placed in such 
hands as now exeicise it und retaining the same means of annoy - 

£ 2 
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onco winch it now poseurs, I toe litlL hope of pennoncut *ccnn 
1 ico no possibility Qt this moment of concluding fuch a peace 
tu would justify that liberal Intercourse which is the essence of 
real a ratty no chance of terrains ting the expense* or the arrsk 
tin of w or or of restoring to u* tiny of the advantages of established 
tranquillity and a* a sincere lover of peace I cannot be content 
Vritb it* nominal attainment i I mn»t be d i irons of pursuit^ that 
v system which promises to attain ro the rnJ the permanent czjqy 
meat of its solid and mb* tarn ml blessing* for tlm countn and for 
£umpc Vs a imeere lover of pence I nffl not sacrifice It by 
graqwng at the shadow whjfcthe reality u not substantially with- 
in my reach—— 

Car tgifxr pecan Kbfo* Qtatt njida at qttta ptnethta tpaacitc 
w-a pot ctt 

It Sir in nil that I hare now oCerrd to the house I hare suc- 
ceeded m «tablnbn* a the proposition that tbe tyvtcra of tho French 
revolution has been such as to afford to foreign powers no ade- 
quate ground for sccunty fa negodatjcra and that the change 
which has recently token place has not yet afforded that secuntv 
if 1 have laid brfore you ajust statement of the nature and extent 
of the danger with which we bare been threatened i It would, re- 
main only ibortly to con kkr whether there is any thing in the 
circumstance* of the prerent moment to induce us to accept a 
aecmiiy confessedly Inadequate ogam* t a danger of such a de- 
scription 

It will bo ncccrrary here to soy n few words on the subject on 
which gentlemen have been *o fond of dwelling I mean our 
former neguanUons and particularly that at Lisle In 1797 I aro 
desrmus of stating frankly and openly the true motives which 
induced roe to concur In then recommending negotiation ( and I 
will 1 wve it to tbe houw and to the country to judge whether 
our conduct at that time was inconsistent with il»c principles by 
w Lttb we on* guid -d at present. That revolutionary policy which 
Ihno ctidcat oured to describe that gigantic system of prodiga 
IjIv and bloodshed by which the effort* of trance were supported 
u/vl which counts for nothing th lhes and the property of a nation, 
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had at that peuod dm on us to excitions which had, in a groat 
nr casu.o exhausted the ouhnnry means of defraying our immense 
expenditure, and had led many ot those who rune the most con- 
vinced of tlicongiml justice aud mccsMfy of the wai, and of the 
-dangoi of jacobin pnticiplcs, to doubt the possibility of persisting 
in it, til! complete and adc (junto secunty could be obtained. 
There stemed, too, much reason to belli re. that without some new 
measure to check the rapid accumul ition of debt, we could no 
longci tiusl to the stability of tbit funding system, by wdnch the 
nation had been enabled tosuppoit the expense of ill tlu ditleient 
wais m which we have engaged in the course of the piesent ccn- 
turj In order to continue oui exn lions with \igynr, it became 
nccessarj that a new and solid system ol finance should be esta- 
blished, such as could not be ri mitred efhctual but bj the genc- 
lal and decided concuircnce of public opinion Such a concur- 
rence in the strop" and rigorous mcastues necessary lor tin pur- 
pose could not then be expected but fiom M'tisljmg the countij, 
by the strongest and most decided pioo**s, that peace on terms in 
any degree admissible was umttnmaole. 

Under this impression we thought it our duty to attempt nc- 
gociation, not fiom the sanguine liopc cum at that time that its 
result could afoul us complete si cunt} , but fiom the pi rsuasion, 
that the dangoi aiising from peace under such cnuiinstances was 
less than that of continuing the war wntli prre irious and inade- 
quate means The lesult of those negociati ms prou d, that the 
enemy would be satisfied wjth nothing less than tlic sacnficc ol the 
honour and independence of the country, Trom tins conuction, 
a spirit and enthusiasm was excited in the nauon, which pioduced 
the efforts to winch we aie indebted foi the subsequent change in 
om situation. Having witnessed that happy change, Imung ob- 
served the mcicasmg prospeiity and secuutj of tin countiy from 
that period, seeing how much more satisfactory oui prospects now 
arc, than any which we could then have denied horn the succes- 
ful result of negocialion, I have not scrupled to diclire, that I 
consider the rupture of the ncgocmtion, on the pait ol the cm my 
»s a fortunate cncumstance for the countiy But because these 
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arc my fcnthnents at tlm time, after reviewing what bo* «nco 
paised doe* it follow that wo were, at that time insincere in cn 
dcnvounn 0 to obtain peace? The learned gentleman indeed ■*- 
curat* that we werr and ho even make* a conecidon of whidT l 
desire not to claim tbr benefit he b willing to admit, that on our 
principle*, and our view of the robject insincerity would hnvo 
been justifiable I know Sir do plcn that wtndd jwtify tliowi 
who aro entrukted with the conduct of pubbe affair*, in holding 
out to parliament and to the nation one object while they acre in 
fact, pumung another I did in fact, believe at the moment, 
tho conclusion of peace (if it could have been obtained) to lx pro*, 
feiable to the continuance of the war under its incrmiing mks and 
difficulties I therefore wit>hcd for peace I lincerdy laboured 
for peace Oar endeavours were frustrated by the act of tho 
enemy If then the circumstance* are hoce changed if a bat 
prrncd at that period ha* afforded a proof that the object wcnlmcd 
at waj unattainable and if all that lias pa *ed nnco ha» proved 
that it pence had been thro made it coaid not ha\e been dura 
ble are we bound to repeat th ■eamo experiment, when every 
reason against it is »trmj,theocd by subsequent experience and 
when tho inducement*, nhichlcd to it at that time have ceased to 
cxi*t f 

tYhen wo consider the resource* and the Bf IHt < f the country 
can an) man doubt that if adequate security t* not now to be ob- 
tained by treaty we lmyc the means of prosecuting the conteit 
without material difficulty or danger apd with a reasonable pros 
pectnf cofupfet ly affunung our object ? 1 «r<Jl doc clwetl on cbo 
Improved »tnto of public credit, on the continually Increasing 
■mount (in *pho °f extraordinary temporary burtbem) or our 
perrannent revenue, on the yearly accession of wealth to u degrx; 
Unprecedented even in the m at flourishing time* erf pence which 
wc am derii ipg, 10 the midst of uar from our extended and 
floumhing commerce i on the progrcvdifu lmpruwmrnl and 
growth of our manufacture* on ibe proof which tie *ee on all 
udes of tlm uninterrupted accumulation of productive cnjdtalr 
pud on thj active exertion of every branch of national industry 
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winch can tend to support and augment the population, the 
riches, and the power of the country 

As little need I iccall the attention of the house to the addi- 
tional means of action which we ha\e domed from the meat atm- 

•O D 

mentation of our disposable nnhtnn, force, the continued tnumphs 
ol our powerful and \ietouons navy, and the events, which, m the 
•couisc ol the last two years, havci used the nuhtniy ardour and 
milit.tr) glory ot the counti) ton height unexampled in any period 
of out histoiy 

In addition to these grounds of reliance on om own st length and 
exertions, we hue seen the consummate skill and valoui of the 
aims of our allies proved by that series of unco amplod success 
winch distinguished the last campaign, and we have every liason 
to expect a co-operation on the continent, even to a gieater ex- 
tent, in the course of the present vcai If we compare this view 
of oui own situation with every tiling we can observe of the state 
and condition of our enemy , if we can trace him labouring under 
equal difficulty in finding men to reeiint his nimy, oi money to 
pn*i it, it we know that in the couisc* of the Inst yem the most 
rigorous efforts ot militniy con-ci iption were scat cely suflicicnt to 
replace to the French aimics, at the .end ot the campaign, the 
numbers v Inch the) had lost m the -corn se of it , if we have seen 
that the force of the eneni), then in possession of advantages which 
tt has since lost, was unable to contend with the efloits of the 
■combined aim.es, if we know tint, even while suppoitcd by the 
plunder of all the countries which they had ovor-iun, the French 
.armies were reduced, b) the confession of then commanders, to 
the ex trennt) -of distress, and destitute not only of the principal 
articles of militar) supply, but almost of the necessaries of life , if 
vvesee them now duven back wjtlnn then own frontiers, and con- 
fined within a country whose own resources have long since been 
proclaimed by then successive governments to be unequal either 
to paying or maintaining them , if we observe, that since ihe last 
revolution, no one substantial of effectual measure has been adopt- 
ed to remedy the intolerable disoidci of their bnances, and to 
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•upply the deficiency of tVwfir crrdit and moorec^ if wc mo 
through latgc and populous dj tntts )f France nther open war 
kued against tlu piesent u nrpudun or cvidmt mark? of disunion 
tnd dMmciion, which the lint cceasina may mil forth into a. 
flame if I *n\ ^jr this romps nx n bejust I fctl myself autho- 
nred to conclude from it not that wf nrc entitled to consider our 
certain of tdnroitte succ»-‘» not that mo qtv to suppose our 
wives ex mptri from the unUncsccn vicissitudes of war bat that 
ConsnW'img the value of tl cobj xtfor which we ore contending the 
rocam hr mpportu^, tbo content, and the probable couno of 
human exents xvc should l»o incxcu«oble if at th» moment we 
were to relinquish the struggle on m3 ground short ol mlm. and 
complete security oqiumt the greatest dan^r which htw cxir jet 
threatened the xvotld that from jA.*t>escrance in our cRuit* und r 
«uch circtmiitnncr*, uo hare the fairest rttuon to expect tho 
full attainment of that object but that at all mem*, men il no 
are disappointed in our more sanguine hopes, uo are mote tidily 
to pain than to lose by the conunuatb n of the contest that e\cty 
month to which it i* cootmuetl even if it ►heudd not In its clT'Ctx 
lead to the final d"truction of the jacohm *W tn must teed *0 
far to vrvnhrn and exhaust it as to give x\ tit least u gnu ter ct tn 
paratlvc seem it \ in any other tcimlnalion oT th war that on all 
thtteground* thi is not the rot mcnl at which u is CuUm-tent ruth 
our iotcrot or ur duty to Ibtvn to any pn points uf aog< -ciation 
•with the present Ruler of France; but that we or not tht return 
pledged t nny unalt rable determination a tn our future conduct t 
that inthi v\i must bo regulated by tbe ciwfc of events nndthat 
it tv ill U thi duty f bts Majesty * miursti r> from tim to tune to 
adapt their tr-tuuns to any variation ot chcotnitnntvs, loom 
*ul r how Car the 1 fleet 1 f the military oper tn 1 f the nllk or 
of the mutual deposition cf France corn pond with our present 
expectant.* uml on a \i of the whole to compare the dilTV- 
cultics or task which any a«*e m tie. vacation of the c< nlestj 
with tbv pto*lKCt of ultimat Ukcv*> or ef the degree of odvaa 
tag*, which may be deiiicd from its lorthcr ccDtmunnee, and to be 
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governed by the tc^ult of all tlio^c considerations, in (lie opinion 
•and .id\icc which they in 13 offei to then toveroign. 

The address was carried, 

Aves . a (>$ 

Kolj . . 64 
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Mr Pitt having moved the order of the day, for referring Ins Majesty’s 
me- '•age* to a committee of the whole house, to consider of a supply to he 
granted to his ATajisty , and the lionse having resolved itself into a committee 
accordingly he then rose and said — 

The motion which I shall submit to the committee this day, is 
founded upon a principle winch has been often, and has recent- 
1}' been recognised in tins house, that we are to proceed in a 
vigorous prosecution of the war, a measure winch we m com- 
mon fed to be necessary for the safety, honoui, and happiness 
of tins country. Those who were of opinion that Ins Majesty's 
gov eminent acted wisely in declining negocintion tit this pe- 
riod with tho enemy, will not be bichwaul in consenting to 
continue, or, if necessary, to augment the force that may 
be deemed propel to be used in the common cause, such 
as was employed last year, 01 may be employed this, and 

* “ GrORGE R 

(C His Majesty is at present employ cd in concerting such engagements with 
the Emperor of Germany, the Elector of Bavana, and other powers of tha 
-•* empire, as may strengthen the efforts of his Imperial Majesty', and materially 
conduce to the advantage of the common cause in the course of the ensuing 
campaigu , and his Majesty will give directions that these engagements, as 
soon as they shall have been completed and ratified, shall be laid before the 
house But, m order to ensure the benefit of this co-operation at an early 
period, his Majesty- is desirous of authorising his minister to make (provi- 
sionally), such advances as may be necessary, m the first instance, for this 
purpose , and his Majesty recommends it to the house to enable liun to make 
such provision accordingly ' G- R ’* 
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uhich aflordi the h«rt prospect of succcst on the frontier 
of France Thu give* even to Franco, an opportunity of 
rdimug itaelf from a galling yoko and obtahuug a happy 
repose and to itanughbours a hope of permanent tranquillity 
ft adordi n protpect of delivering the remainder of the continent 
(for much of It nu delivered donng the but campaign) from the 
horror of a system which once threatened even more than all 
Turopc with total destruction THeie are among the great object* 
which we most end tuuur to accomplish Above all, »e hare to 
crush and disable the »y*tcm of jacobinism nr if a o even fail in 
completely destroy ing ihnt monster we should at least persevere 
till wo have weakened the in trorarnts and engine* by which ft 
propagate* its principle* for it u generally agreed, that there can 
bo no safety for Europe a* long as jactrbim ra remain* wrong and 
triumphant. Those therefore I say a ho were of opinion that 
his Majesty’* ministers acted nhoJy m declining to negoate with 
the enemy at thu moment wdl not be unwilling to aewnt to the 
motion with which I *h«U bare the honour of concluding Bot I 
*bould hope that even those who recommended negotiation and 
who I believe recommended it without much confidence of 
ultimate iuccc« if it were attempted, mil acquiesce in tho mca- 
eure that I am now going to propose Tho majority of thu 
bou*c and the great majority of the people of ibis country wilt 
I mn confident agree that if the war is to be earned on at nil 
it should bo curried ou upon th*t wmlo which is most likely to 
bring it to an honourable if powible a speedy but at ali event* 
to a secure concloriom 

After what I have »ccn of the bnjliant achievement* ta t year 
}t h not for me to »ay how much i* to bo cxprcied from tbe rsrt 
tloru of the Imperial arm* thu U not for me to argue — it rc»U 
upon a much better foundation than any argument can U I am 
aware that there u fresh In the mind* ot tho*c who arc meat 
anxkra* for the honour of the common cause a luppotitiou that 
thne mny not be the larao CO operation of both the Jroperijt 
court* or that the tame force will not be employed a^alntt Trance 
in tho present year or tho ensuing campaign, a* there v p* the lost 
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umj’ nun 1 t ike tl is oppoit unity of v » t m tlmt tin ic is j* im ii 
to hluvetho I minor ot Un-Mt v ill i.«<t employ In*- m uts to the 
•nnu c\Wnt, it to u’n \ \t' wt, notin'! in conjuiiottun 

with Au'-t i ia. 1 tki- *n r Immu muht " i stated nt-o, 

tint tutu M”s no u js *n ,<* in hive tie t his lni]it i i,i| Mnjc-ty , tin, 
Lr prior of Liom.jV ili”itluh >\\ ftom tin mo l toidnl co opmu 
tum v,i,h thu i n\mtr\, <n i ** to s)hw lus resolution not to lit- 
uuiwcc with 1 t .no . whilst it pm u<s a syMim. m 1C ) 1 n ,]c>u. 
now, that v tid tag ts the tiempulhty of l.tuoju* .tn l nil its v-tab- 
lolniT’ts Hut if than \ i !<• mis «roun<K of upprch' mu n tli.it 
his Jmpi fit Majistv wr uld w.thdv u ill to-op'’iao< n I st*ouhl 
then t the *!>* u! 1 1*\ uliigmgtl t' i,s in addition il re is m ft r ti.o 
tin'isviji. nmth 1 ns Mop ty Ins taken and which v as communis 
mini to us h> Jm *„rui n tis me<-sig. neit of uJnch tin cmmniiuc 
Ins jum heard n .ul, nod tbccoinmmu will learn vitli s.ui'fio 
Umt, th it the toui from the prawn ot Cu rinuny will be cmtiriil 
the ensuinii eieupti,!! ,ln*n it was m tin list, print anti hrillmiu 
ns its \u ’outs were I should thirrlnre i speed tin roncuiri iiu ol 
tins commiitn to my nn *suix' whuh tiny hi III i iy toluitlui s U 
nry desuahiu m ohiet t If the cuu r tl ohpot, tlu Kioto, lie 
hfrly to meet the cone urrenn of the house, us hy ncent discus- 
sion tlic home has a)r*ud\ dcclaxd und ph dgul itself it should, 1 
might mm procud to my motion, hut their an some otlnr 
points upon which it 15 peihaps «\p(tUd that 1 shotihi touch 
briefly At this pi nod of the yeni, and fioin circumstances 
wlurh I tu-td not emimu-ite, we cannot haw the (reams rntdy 
to he laid hefotc pailiament, then fore the house cmnot judge 
ultun uly on the scheme, p irl only of which is now hud befoio 
it , but I my thuc is already enough beloie us to m ike it nuum- 
l)Cnt on p. rhanunt, at this crisis, to enable his Majesty 10 mike 
advances such as may puvent the enemy Horn having any idv 111- 
tage by postponing the ofiorts of the alius beyond an caily penod, 
or of preventing the campaign fioin bung opened with th it vigoui 
which the fi tends of the common cause against the common 
enemy’ could wish the great object of the picsent muvsuic is to 
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honourable gentleman divrtnci that the jneobmuro of Robespierre, 
ofBorrrn' tho jacobinism of the Tuumsirste, the jacobinism of 
the hivu Director* rihlch ho acknowledged to be r^al has »U 
vanished and ditajrptarcd, because it has all been centered and 
ctmdjnacd into one twin who a as rcaied and nurued in its bosom, 
wl osc celebrity was gwix-d under its auspice* wb was at oncu 
the child and the champion of all its ntrociiHS ami horror*? 
Our security in negotiation is to Lc liu Boom parti, who i* now 
the *ole organ ot nil that vra formerly dangerous and pestiferous 
in the revolution Jacob obtn Hallowed Formerly to have cm t 
ed because the power was dmded Now it is wn 0 le and It no 
Ion cr In es. ThU discmny i* new and I know not how it has 
bccu made 

But the honourable gentleman ash*, What li our int«ntirm ? Uc 
tvkj \\ bother the war is to be earned on till jacobinism is finally 
extinguished? If he rnram that wnr is to he earned on tjlljncobi 
msra has ettlurr lost its iting or » abiulged in it* power to do evil, 
I ray that ihr* i» the ohj *ct of our exertions I do not ray that 
wo mojt wego war nutd the pnnaplc of jacobinism it extinguish 
cd in the mind of c-very individual acre that the object of the 
contest, I am afmid it would not terminate but with the present 
gi Deration lam afraid that a mind once tainted n ith ihflt infee 
tion never recovtn it hudthiul state I am afraid that no pun 
ficallon w lufhci nt to eradicate the poison of that foul div 
temper Lven three so ice who so loudly tell ns now that 
the danger of jacobinism is part are endeavouring to dirarra 
m of tbo means of carrying on the wnr no now wage c gainst 
it* rniiHKif by Chose am «h/cfi (bey employed to bend at 
down bef re its meridian fplen lour They tell us ngaln that, by 
bj mhting that pcitllent mischief wo are promoting distre**, 
that wo ore drapuing hamamty They tell tn that we ha o 
iprot two hundred million-, for a phrase — for tho word* 1 just 
nn<l necessary " 1 hope bit that the people of this country will 
not bo governed by words No ^ir the people of England 
will u6t be so mb led We ban spent two hundred millions j but 
that lias been the object — what hare been the fruits of this « pea 
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dituic ? If this country has spent two hundred millions, they have 
been spent to preserve the souices of its piospenty, its happiness, 
its glory, its freedom Yes, Sir, vie have spent that sum , and I 
trust we are ready, as I am sure we are able, to spend two hundred 
millions more for purposes so great and important I tiust this 
country is ready to e\cit its efforts to avail ourselves of the as- 
sistance of oui allies to obtain real sccuuty, and to attain solid 
peace. 

It is true that in this contest different opinions may e\ist as to 
the means by which the dangei is to be resisted , the Emperoi of 
Russia may approve of one course, the Emperoi of Germany 
may adopt anotliei But is it not strange that the honourable gen- 
tleman should be so particulaily displeased that we should be de- 
snous of the co-operation of the Emperoi ofGeimany, who has 
not gone so far in Ins decimations on the subject of the war as the 
Emperor of Russia ? Is it a ground of objection with the honour- 
able gentleman, that we should avnd ourselves of the assistance of 
those who do not declare themselves in favoui of that object which 
he professes himself particularly to disappiove? It, as I do not 
believe, the Empeior of Geimany did not see any dangei in french 
pnnciples, if, as I do not believe, the Emperoi of Geimany con- 
siders it as no desirable object to overthrow that government by 
which they are embodied and organized, yet arc wfe to refuse the 
co-opciation of that powei which may so essentially contribute to 
promote that security which we have in view ? Without changing 
our own objects, may we not avail ourselves of the aid of othet 
powers, though the motives of the co-operation may not be those 
winch dictate our own exertions ? Admitting that the Emperoi of 
Germany has no other view but to regain possession of the Nether- 
lands, to drive the enemy bick to the Rhine, to lccover the foi- 
tresses which it was for a moment forced to abandon, aie these ob- 
jects which we have no interest to promote? aie these designs 
winch have no relation to British policy — no connexion with 
Bntish safety? Whatever be the professions of Austria, she must 
diead the hostility of French pnnciples, she must distrust the secu- 
rity of republican peace - Why, then, should we be unwilling to 
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employ the cr> operation of \usirum ortni for objects id which vre 
ourselves ore to nearly cone rued f It n our date it is our l»)ghc*r 
intm-vt to encourage the exertions, and to promote die views of 
Austria, with which our on u security t> *o materially concerned. 

The honourable grot lemon took another ground of argument to 
which I shall now follow bun lie said, that die war could d© 1 
be just, became it was earned on for the rest oration of the Home 
of Bourbon i and secondly that it could not be necessary be- 
cause vre bad refused to n.-gocifite Cor peace when on opportunity 
for negotiation was offered u As to the first proposition that it 
cannot be just because it » earned on for the restoration of the 
House of Bourbon be bas ts usned the.Coundadon of the argument, 
and boa left no ground fir ccntrorcrtm; it or for explanation be- 
cause he suy » that any attempt at explanation upon this subject a 
the mere ambiguous unintelligible language of tft and Ixtt and of 
special pleading Now Sir I never had much liking to special 
pleading and if ever I hod any it is by th» time almost entirely 
gone Tlo has bolder so abridged me of the use of particles, that 
though I am not particular!) attached to the sound of on if or a 
l*t I would bo much obliged to the honourable gentleman if he 
would give me some others to supply their places. Is tbu, bow 
ever a light matter that It should be treated hi so li 0 ht a man 
ner ? The restoration of the French monarchy I nlll still tell tho 
honourable prntlcman, l consider as a most desirable object be- 
cause I think that it would nfToid the strongest an 1 last security 
to this country and tl Furopo Bat tbit object may not be at 
tamable and f h be not attainable tre must be snusfied with the 
belt srconiy a Inch we can find independent of It. Peace is mo>t 
desirable to ilus country Lut ntgncmbon may be attended * ith 
greater evils than could be evunt ibalanced by any benefits which 
would result from it And r/’tbl be found to be the ease i if it 
afford no p-t>,prci of iccunty f it threaten all the evils which 
we have b-xu stnigding to a rt if the prosecution of the war 
•Cord the prospect of aitoimm, complete security i and if it rouy 
be prosecuted with increasing commerce with lacrraimg means 
ami with incrvtuiDj prosperity exo- i a hat may result from th» 
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visitations of the serous, then f <-\\ y that it is prudent in us noL 
to neonate at the present in'mi'ml '1 h< se nu my hut* anti my 
r/c Tin* r mv pita and on no o»lur do I wolt to be tried, by 
God uu! tm count ry 

The bottom thle umh’mau «a\s th it wo reduce our own minus 
in the «nne piopmtion that v t e\h‘uiM thou 1 of the uum\ J» 
this, nuked, t ! n concluMo.i whu.li vu must dnw from a sun <3 of 
the icsp'tuu Htintiom of 1’nnu and England, mice the negocut- 
non tit Pans, mid purticulnih tl>o i i nt Et-le ? Does the honmu.ihle 
gentleman rally think, that the menus ot this country lime been 
c\hiunttd in the c ame proportion v ith lliosi of the umni ? Dots 
he think that the e\nei,_c ot a new campaign will pioduc" tlmt 
efirct ? On the » grounds ot companso 1 the question is to he de- 
cided, and not upon those topic > which are adduced to create a 
prejudice -gumt the vnr, and those insidious n.piew.ntnl)on‘> em- 
ployed to render it unpopular. It is, indeed, to hi come the allies 
of jacobinism , to connect, as some nficet to do, the present scat- 
city with tiro 'object of the war It 1*, indeed, to resort to its 
most dcstiuetre weapons, thus to appeal to the feelings of the 
mult tude, and call upon them lo d< cult on such a ground upon ti 
question, of which, in llun coolist st ite, they are, pet]) ips, un- 
qualified to judge When we su such arts emphyod, I think it 
pretty strong proof that jicohimsni is not evtinct If indeed \.c 
find that it is still nine ewen in the minds of spectator, ulnt in- 
fluence must it not possess with those who arc involved in its 
scenes, and who rule by its influence ? 

Il is said, however, that 1 endeavour to preunt tlic freedom of 
deliberation, by saying, that parliament, ly in former vote, is 
pledged to this particular measure Most rortnmly 1 h ive no such 
intention , on the contmry, I stated only, tint those who think the 
war should be continued, must approve of every means bv winch 
it can be caincd on with \igoui and success The question then 
is, whether the measure in' calculated for that end ? if it i-, it v ould 
be to suppose parliament guided by no cmwrto’t vie-, if u did 
not meet with its appiobation That the honourable genthtnan 
and his fuends should oppose the measure, I should be disposed ;o 
„ vol. iv. r 
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ascribe, not bo much to their dLapprovmg it, a» to then opposition 
to the war itself I took it for granted indeed that even Mine of 
thatc who opposed the war itself blight acquiesce in this manure 
because I trait thfcir sentiment is uncerr the) cannot prevent the 
war — they must be desirous to see it earned on with vigour and 
success If they had i>o other object but to palsy oar efforts^ to 
disarm our force In the prosecution of a contest, which their totes 
cannot preTent their < bjects would be criminal, their language 
would be mwchievous. I hope however that the feeling* which 
in enndoar I supposed gentlemen on the other side to potscss, will 
not bo belied by their conduct 

The honourable gentleman says, that though bis friend* are few, 
they have represented the opinions of tho country on a former 
occasion, and that they now represent it in their expressed deurt 
of peace If ho meant this in tha full sense of his exprmtocs, it 
h» another proqf that jacobinism is not yet overthrown for it rs 
one of its most favourite principles, that tho few who compose the 
sect represent the opinion of th many I recollect an expression 
of an honourable gentleman • who now «ldom favours us with, 
his presence when speaking of himself and hh fncuds tho few 
who express the voice of tho people which Is nearly the same 
with the language of the honourable gentleman this night, 11 ut I 
most require a littlo mote evidence than citheT of them ever pro- 
duced to provo that they apeak or ever hate kpoken, tho voice of 
the coontry On tho occasion alluded to when government 
thought it expedient to make nn attempt at negotiation, I deny 
that tho voice of the majority pf tho countiy was for peace but 
many entertained a hope that there was some clianco of scennty 
in ncgociation nod wuhed the attempt to be made C overnracqt 
coincided vaitb them In opinion buttery few now regret, from 
what has since occurred In France anl from every port of Jicr 
conduct, that tho attempt did till; and l am confident that tho 
majority of tho country Is not now represented by thovc gentle 
men who are eager for negotiation and who abb for peace with 
out security and nithoul stability I am no enemy to penes but 
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1 must think tlut the* (linger ol patching up i peace without 
am piobabk* grim ml of ptrmnnem\, is great < i men tlmn that of 
earning on u war. With rc-pict to the negotiation at la-lc, l 
bdievcd at that mnnu nt tint tin piontution ol tiie war was 
tnught with mine danger to the couuliv than the ( 'tubli'-hmont ol 
peace, if peace could hnve hi cn concluded on such terms as wire 
then propo'-ul to tin onem\ It was the mult of a compajison 
lx tween the 1 other pios 'union of the w tr, and the then iMstitig 
*t« ( c ol the country . i state diheruit from timt in which, 1 mu 
happ\ to sac, tin tountn lnitls itself at this moimnt 1 mn fiee, 
Sir, to s n , that the prevalence ofj tCohimct! prmnples in France 
do not at pii-ent allow me to hopt foi i sernn pi an As I de- 
claiod upon i fornut occasion, without that "'tempt to obtain 
place vc could not lime madt thow subsequent e\( Hums which 
ha\u pio\cd so si.cci sslul. Hut bn nisc of our pri** nt incriusctl 
innins foi carrying on w n, I ask tin honourable gentleman, is it 
fair in him to argue that 1 was uimiici re m Inbounng for pi ace nt 
a tune wlun the circumstnncis ol the countiy dictated the ev- 
piditncc of ittc mpting it ’ 

\\c arc told, however, that our policy ought to he changed ns 
the Russians me no longci to co-opnate with Austua Hut may 
not the Russians he employed with idvnnt ige m the common 
cause, though the) no longer net linmcdiatel) m coniuaction with 
the Austrians? It is not for me to point out the pniticului way in 
which their fmee may he ducctcd in conjunction with the mine- 
able man lune foice which this country possesses 1 net el not say 
how, while the fionlicrs of France are nnested b) a poweiful mi- 
litary foice, the Russians may co-operate in suppoitmg those in- 
suncclions which actually prev ul, and which threntm to bienk 
out in c\cry part of France May not these effmts piodnec a 
great and v alcalde diversion foi the Russians f This is sufficient 
to show tint their co-opbr itiOn may still be extrimely valu- 
able lo say more would be no less improper than unneces- 

i > 

saiy 

If, however, the Russians are not to assist the cause by thur 
eftoits upon the continental frontier of France, does it not bo- 
s' 2 
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Tat home jmmaot to the ard*r of the diy imibcd nr^lf into t com- 
mkiee, to conmler of Us Majesty i mes*age reiirrrc to tius propoiitaxa of 
the Irjth poriuroent far tn tocorporving Unloe with Great fUitafa { tad Mr. 
Sylvester Ikm^iu baring tr.tcti the chair of the ri ^n i n tHrr, 

Mi Vltr tot* i 

Sir — Tli a, sentiments of this ami tho other boose here 
"boon so clvatly and decisively tmprr^cd jd the Tote which »ai 
gitea on tim important subject dunog Ihe lost session of par- 
liament, that 1 fell it altogether unnecessary to renew tho 
argument tljcn advanced and acceded to with respect to the ad 
vantage expedience and occoAity of the measure Recollecting, 
that the grounds thea offered for tl»o union of both kingdoms aero 
so solid and unalterable ai to meet with an almost tmivmal con 
currence and alto recollecting that the subsequent dneovskm* 
vhich have taken place m the parliament of the sister kingdom 
most havo confirmed nrul nvetted the decision so unequivocally 
manifested in this country I shall only trouble the committee sq 
far as to recall the magnitude of the question which u now sub- 
mitted to their consideration and to remind thern that it is not 
one partial consideration not Mingle provision however great it 
might be which claim* their attention bat a consideration in 
which lhcdeftiMt and most essential interest* of both countries arc 
most intinuitcH connected If vre w»h to accomplish tho great 
work that no have und rtuken we mint look to tho wholo of this 
important and cumplicutcd question wo must look at It in u farga 
nnd comprehend' e jvrui t of t lew we must ccimdcr it usmea- 
sur of great national p I cy tho object of which n effectually ta 
count met the ie»tk*» nvachmallom of an imeterato coem> who 
hoi uniformly nud previously endeavoured to effect a separation 
bctwciti tvrocuntrie* whose conncuoa h as cece«arj trr (ho 
pnfrtj of the ou to it is for the prosperity of the oth r \\c 
rou-t look t > thi a the only mm ure wc cun »d ipt which pm 
calm the ditenuotw allay the nnlmodtln and db ipata (ha 
J'nhmuca which have uniortuttiicly c.\iitedj os a measure whov 
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<> u i t i*' {'* i mitimm c ate tn the ss-g. 1 1 mgdoin the ‘-kill the ( api- 
td * h 1 the ind a.rw which h>u i mud (ha c uni it 1 % to mu.1i a 
pro h o! t p*ik nr, to > i i Jo he i .i lull p mu ipuion oitlir (om- 
i.i see ml iif tin < ("s-ntnto n rf ! , to nun iho .(hchons 

nml u iMiu- < f tv.i po\ iMtui i< turns, end to plate under one 
public \\>H in dtriC'ioa ot th. v 'mli (nice nl tin. t nipiie — ’ \ t 
iiU’-t OM'-idci on' i t n i.miii ‘•mi. ifu ot>|( 1 1 ot winch is to 
rfli id "i i ft ctu'il uniik ft th is v mip iIkUoU'. wln(ho\M in 
tint put trams - m ton <h t at pu nt onto the two countries to- 
got hci a s' -.u hi v ] it h, r ,in i n erponti ueam should unfortu- 
intil\ rot tala pitta, mn u'iim'Ulj (ml (o then sipnation 
Sir, w lun these .ire (Ik obp ( *•. wlm h ire 1“ I < ohnune Its tin* 
measure, the coinmittie will not, 1 am suit, roindei it is a 
ima-tue ot pm till ot local tome nance, or ol pirtiil rn local 
s 'entice, hut in lornnng tlinr opinions the) v’Uionsalei its ge- 
nera] cfact upon the whole ol tin aaji.'t ite ot tin < mpirc In 
deciding on this qemion we ought to h* nctuaud hy anothot 
fnlinjr, a holing which it is not nocissuy forme to stiti, hi- 
C tube tin magnanimity of pm i y gunk man imet luu su”_,< ted 
it to his own mind In the tmam of i no nt union with a Use, 
we mubt feel tint we ought not to be inllnemed hy any stilish 
policy, tint we ought not to he actuitid by .any nnriow news ot 
parti il advantage \\ e must lefita by oui conduct (w li.it indeed 
we might h.nc hoped our terms Ind already rifuud, if wlnt tell 
from an honourable gentleman tins d iv dal not unfoi tuiuU ly 
pimc (hit a degree of umccoimt ible pujudice still existed) the 
idea that we lm\c any other ob|cct in new than that ot promoting 
the mutud ndcaut lge of both kingdoms \\ t must slice., that wc 
i are not grasping at financial uhantages, tlntve no not looking 
tor commercial tnonolopy, we must shew that we wish to make 
the empire more poveriul md more secuio, hy making Iicland 
more free and more happy. These, Sir, a>c tin news — those -re 
the only news with which T could e\tr lime pioposcd tins mea- 
furc, and it is with these news alone tiiat it cm be rendered 
(.factual to its obj< ct, and establish mutual haimony and confi- 
dence between the two nations 

r 4 
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But it T* not m re^y a *eutiracnt ofpcoeromy and magnanimitr 
MlnUi mfloeucrv her conduct m ihtn nriVing a btdoncu between 
two justice require* that the grm.cT >hare of nd\ outage 

»hcmrtl lull ro tire lr*» powerful one F nucatclj mch hat boro 
tho rapd progrc'-* which this count r\ has mads m commerce end 
in capital that it hit united at a degrev of pnv-pentj unexam 
pkd in the histerv of the \rotld that it h In a utuntion in which 
Fohipt no i tker coontn ever was cither to mat with a fnend 
or to cunt 'nil mth on ertetnj j uch m the rapid and unjrecc* 
dented oduu.a-* -which we are to thing id commerci a l prosperity 
that rdnmungthot the a Inpticn of thu rnea^u’x might he attend* 
cd with particular mcomonn-nce and local di'admntapr the 
wealth which the counter will acquire cam while thu dr-cumon 
H pung on w mid much mote then corapcraate fur *u -h portico 
Iar low. It « not neccajary for rtr to d -tarn the committee bu 
dilating nnv rarm upon this jwart of the aubject 1 Bauer mjnrlf 
that nrn gentleman who Scan roc concur* with me ra tcorj *en 
1 1 ram t which I have ad traced if with feelings each aa the* we 
proceed to the evamlrrauoa of thoe wiWo with an intents n of 
not orrrloolin^ ai\y part cf them of examining theta with n 
view to ice uhcthvr thrv toa\ require onj altenoon hot at the 
»atnc time with a firm dclrmancnon art to *uG*r vmall difficult*.* 
to atand in the wtt\ of important national arrangcrtK-tit* and od- 
■vtnta^e* if ^ir I tay we are actuated hr tbo*e foelmgs 1 
bops the rent or) will not conclude without the actomplbhicrg of 
thi pewt national wort which trid grre a full parti a patron of our 
weahh ami happraew to mihrara of our Wlotr inlject* — which 
will place upon a nrra bav» the cocracction between the two conn- 
tries and Will mnnrat and wcuie the itreoEth and prerpem) cf 
the nnjaxv 

l will net trouVW the committee with anv further oUerriuortt 
of a pevral nature i I will now tale a view of the m-ultmcni 
which hu*v been Lud before os, nod which hats been agreed to 
b\ thepnrloarxnt cf Itelacd k w id b<~ recewatr f>r o to *ce hen- 
far tltes accord with ih-ie which were agreed toLi±t«3M as in (he 
Bnjbh parliament ted ho*r far ih-t wfc'ch tfcer hive nhtrod* 
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or added, is objectionable In looking at them with this view, it 
will be seen that the fust aihcie merely r< lates to the name of the 
United Kingdoms, uptfn which I appi hand no dtffeienceof opinion 
can subsist. The second article relates to the succession of the 
crown, and which is piccisely the same as that which was agreed 
to by the paihamcnt of Gieat Bntain In the third article is the 
beginning of the detail, which must necessanly take place in 
ticaties of this sort between independent nations It divides itself 
into fi\e leading brandies, vi? the regulations winch respect to the 
imperial legislature, the provisions for the sccuuty of the estab- 
lished chuich, the regulation of the commcicial intercourse be- 
tween the two countries , the arrangeimnt of their respective pro- 
portions with respect to revenue, and, finally, the provisions re- 
lative to courts of justice In examining and deciding upon these 
resolutions, I must, beg gentlemen to compare them with those 
which wore agreed to by the parliament of Great Bntain, and 
transmitted to Ireland In our resolutions we agreed that the 
whole of the United Kingdoms should be represented in one im- 
perial parliament — we stated, that the numbei and proportion 
which the members fiom Ireland should bear to those of Great 
Britain, and the regulations respecting the mode of their election, 
ahould be such as might be finally agreed upon by the respective 
parliaments of the two kingdoms In these resolut’ons the par- 
liament of Ireland have stated their opinions upon these points 
the first and most nnpoitant of which is, the share which they 
ought to ha\e m the representation in the house of commons. 

Upon a full consideiation of the i ubjeet, the parliament of 
Ireland are of opinion, that the number of lcpresentatives for 
Ireland m the house of commons ought to be one hundred. 
Upon tins subject, the first question to which I have to call the 
attention of gentlemen (supposing that they adhere to the resolu- 
tions of last session) is, whether the number so mentioned by the 
parliament of Iieland is so reasonable, and founded m such fair 
proportions, that we ought to agree to it ? Tor my own part, 
Sir, I will fanly confess, that upon this pait of the subject it does 
appear to me extremely difficult to find any precise giound upop 
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which to form a correct calculation or to entertain a positive 
preference for any one hpcafic number of member® mthor than 
another but I am the let* 1 anxious about it because I do not 
Consider the consequence* a* very important In ray near of re- 
presentation, founded upon the experience of our constitution I 
think ne ore entitled to nay that if a nation become* united with 
us In interest* and id afG-ction it w a matter of but small impor 
tanec whether the number of representatives from one part of tho 
United Empire be greater or lets. If there arc enough to mole 
known tho local want*, to *tate the intercity and convey the *cn- 
tnneots of the part of the empire (hey represent it will produce 
that degree of general fccunty which will bo wanting la any min 
attempt to obtain that degree of theoretical perfection about 
which in modem times we have heard »o much Considering It 
In this point of mow Of tho interest* of the two countrie* ore 
identified on I the number of rrrprc*cntat|ve* are adequate to the 
purposes I have men boned ) I really think tha prrcrto number n 
not n matter of great importance At the »amo time when it 
b nocosMiry that the number *houId be fixed it i* nccctsary to 
Turn recourse to lomo principle to guide our determination; and 
I am not nnoro of any one that can raoro properly be adopted 
than that which was laid down In tho 0»cui*:crns upon this part of 
the subject in the porhameat of Irelard I mean a reference to 
the »upposcd population of the two count nes, and to the proposed 
rate of contribution I do not think that the proportion of tbi 
population, or the capability of contribution, token separately 
would either of them form *o good a criterion as when taken to- 
gether but even »hin combined I do not mean to #ny that they 
■re perfectly accurate Taking tin* principle it n 111 appear that 
the proportion of cpnttilntion proposed to K estabh hed is seven 
and a half for Crrot Butnib and one fir Ireland; nnd that in 
the proportion of population Grent Britain b to Ireland as two 
rial a hnlf or three to one *o that the result upon a combrna 
tiunuf tbcae two will be v raetlungmore than fire to one in C» nut 
of Gnat llntwn %htcl Is about th jruportUm tlrut it u prnj>oscd 
to cstab'hdj bctwtrn ibo rvprvscntatne* of the two coautne*. 

1 
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With respect to the mode in which these members aie to be 
selected in older to be sent over to the impernl pulianunt, it is 
such as in my opinion must pic\ent the possibility of any suspi- 
cion arising m the minds ot gonil9mcn It is ob\ tous th it no wish 
was entertained bj r those by whom these ai tides were pioposed, 
to intioduce an additional number ofmembeis, with any view to 
an augmentation of the influence of the cioun If it is admitted 
that it would be highly inconvenient to add the whole of the house 
of commons of Iieland, which consists of tin ce hundred members, 
to that of Great Butain, it is obvious thnt some principle of selec- 
tion must be resorted to, and I cannot conceive an^ one that 
could have been adopted more equitable or satisfactory for Iieland, 
or.less liable to objection The plan proposed i«, that the mem- 
beis of the counties, and of the principal commercial cities, should 
remain entue With respect to the remaining members to make 
up the numbenof a hundred, without thinking of abstract princi- 
ples, without talking about the difference between one description 
of boroughs and another, being obliged to make a selection, the 
plainest and most obvious mode is resorted to, with a view to the 
obtaining of local information, and to the security of the landed 
interest The remaining members me to be selected horn those 
places which are the most consumable in point of population and 
wealth Those gentlemen wdio have objected to (he intioduction 
of theoretical leforms in the constitution, and in the repiesenta- 
tiem of this country, will find that thcie is nothing in this plan 
which has a tendency towards that object, 01 which makes a dis- 
tinction between different parliamentary lights The plan winch 

*v 

it is proposed to adopt, is the only one that could have been le- 
’’curred to, without trenching upon the constitution The com- 
mittee must porcine, that, m acquiescing in this lesolution, they 
will consent to an addition to the existing lmuse of commons, 
without making any, the slightest, alteration in our internal forms; 
that this regulation is conformable to the lesolution which last 
year met with the approbation of the paihameOt of Gieat Britain, 
and that no altciation is pioposed m the numbers of the Bntish 
house of commons 
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It would not, perhaps be- necessary for mo to nj any thing 
more upon this topic yet knowing) Sir bow strong tome opinions 
are on the subject and knowing the share I formerly had raj self 
in sentiment! of that nature I miat declare that I do not wish 
to avoid the dbctmioxi I rather desire to dud coo my meat 
secret thoughts upon the question of reform, os I do nut think ray- 
ed f authorised from a firm conrictiou of their purity and justice 
to dcclUie any in\ cetigation upon that topic, respecting which I 
did once entertain a different opinion batercr cbtrago may be 
found ncce»sary in the parliament of Ireland I maintain, *Ur 
that by preserving the frame of the BnLtth parliament we have 
one great and vety peculiar advantage of which It u impossible 
for any topbntiy for any arts. For any violence to depmo us We 
hate found this i ait benefit id our adherence to practice In tiro 
dhboguuhed instances I mean with respect to Wales and Scot 
land The union of England with both thow count net was 
effected without an) iqjurv to the frame of the English parliammf 
and the effects resulting from that system hare been productive 
of tho most permanent utility It might ba\o been urged os cn 
objection d jr/on that the* frame of parharaent should be altered 
but, fortunatelv for us our ancestors preferred the preservation of 
that which experience had rendered dear to than Dut Sir 
whatever may hare been tho opinions of different men upon tha 
subject of reform since it was fint agitated in this country J 
do not assume too much in taying it 1* now generally admitted 
that wc ought not to alter any thing beyond the Immediate otyect 
of the alteration itself and that wo are called upon to do that 
with as little change as is corpMent with the efficacy of tha mea- 
sure In other words. Sir I contend that It a neevtouy to confine 

ibe proposed change to that winch requires to be changed lenvin,, 
every thing cUc entire Wcare therefore to limit our altera 
lions to Ireland, whose titration to imperiously calb for alteration, 
and to leave England untouched and entire in the enjoyment of 
that which has uniformly coa«titulrd its certain <kfi*ncc and pro- 
tection But this b not all and I beg kare to trouble the com 
latttcc with a few more remarks, unco thh comkkration fcn* 
occurred ra the discussion of the articles of union- If any gen 
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tlcman recollects how little the friends of reform have nt tmv 
time ngiced upon a specific plan, how little the sense of the pub- 
lic' has ever declined in favour of lefoim, how difficult the mea- 
sure has been at all turns allowed to be by its most enlightened 
and zealous supporters, how jarring and conliadictory the opini- 
ons of those persons who pntiomzed it must ha\e been I saj. 
Sir, if gentlemen recollect all these striking and unanswerable 
circumstances, 1 shall only ask them, would it be wise and con- 
sistent to connect the question of union with the question of re- 
form ? If the union be of itself a measure of great difficulty, as it 
is general!} admitted, I appeal to the candour of every man, 
would it be prudent, w ould it be safe, to invoke it in a question of 
the greatest perplexity, of the most embarrassing nature, and at- 
tended with fatal consequences as to ourintern.il intcicst ? 

On the giound then of prudence, what I have said must I think 
alone be sufficient: but as I do not wish to have the least reserve 
with the house, T must say, that if any thing could throw r a doubt 
upon the question of union — if any thing could in my mind 
Counterbalance the advantages that mustiesult from it, it would be 
the necessity of disturbing the repiescntation of England * but that 
necessity fortunately docs not exist In staling this, S11, I have 
not forgotten what I have myself formeily said and sincerely felt 
upon this subject ; but I know that all opinions must nccessauly 
be subset vtertt to times and circumstances , and that man who talks 
of his consistency meiely because he holds the same opinion for 
ten or fifteen ycais, when the circumstances under which that 
opinion was originally formed are totally changed, is a slave to 
the most idle vanity Seeing all that I have seen since the period 
to winch I allude ; considering how little chance tbeie is of tba- 
species of reform to which alone I looked, and which is as different 
from the modem schemes of reform, as the latter are from the con- 
stitution , seeing that whcie the greatest changes have taken place, 
the most diendful consequences have ensued, and wdnch have not 
been confined to that countiy where the change took place, but 
have spread then malignant influence almost in every quarter of 
the globe, and shaken the fabric of c^eiy government seeing that 
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In this general shock the ccnistitution of Great Britain ha^ alone 
remained pare and untouched in its vital principle* — [A cry of 
“ IIcar‘ UcarP* on the opposition side] <— I wish gentlemen 
would bear me and then answer me — when I see that it has 
/misted nil the efforts of jacobiimm sheltering itself under the 
pirtdncc of a loro of liberty when I see thnt it has support 
ed itself npunst the open attacks of its enemies and aguiwt 
riiore dangerous reforms of its professed fncndsj that it hoi do 
footed the unwroned machinations of Trancr and the no lets per 
severing efforts of jacobins in England and that donng the whole 
of the contest it has uniformly maintained the confidence of the 
people of England- — I say Sir when I consider all these circura 
stances, I should be ns h tuned of myself if any former opinions of 
mine could now induce me to think that the form of represent* 
den which In inch limes as the present, has been found amply auf 
ficiont for iho purpose of protecting the interests and scoring the 
linppincM of the people thould ho Idly and wantonly disturbed 
from any lose of expetiment, or any predilection for theory Upon 
this subj 'Ct Sir 1 think it right tn stato the Inmost thought* of my 
mind j I think it right to declare my most decided opinion, that, 
even it the times were proper for expennwnts, any even the slight 
cat change In such a constitution mU't bo considered as an nil I 
bare been led farther into this subject from the temporary m 
icrrnpilon which I met with than I intended hut I dkl uot 
menn to base pasvd by tho subject of the Iiuh Members, 
without accompmiy ing it with some observations on British rrpro- 
sentaUon. 

I hnso next to state that however these member* may be clio- 
seo there is one consideration which cannot fail to press ifwdf 
bpon our minds i 1 mean that by the laws of England care has 
besn taken to present the influence of the crown from becomln 0 
too great by too many oflkes lx big held by members of parli mu.Dt. 
In Ireland then ore laws of a similar nature but not quite to 
the *arae extent »o tlmt it itu„bt lwpp< n that in the hundred roern 
Kts to be chosen tlierc mas he a gr -ut nuralcr holding places 
It will occur to genthm n •hat some prosunn ou^ht to U. mada 
upon iLu subject I fc 1 tins tewuucnt a* sttuo^ls as any man } 
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bur gentlemen mmt be aware tint it is impo-nblo to pioude 
ngain-t it bs an .uncle of union, to bt binding upon the united par- 
lia.nuit, Ikc.uiso wc June found from experience, that the mun* 
bci ol offices to be held by member** must always lciunm in the 
divcielion of parliament, to he regulated from time to tunc as cir- 
cumst mccs may requuc On the nthu hand, li no regulation 
upon this subject is at present m ule, it may happen that in the first 
handled members chosen there nun he a gnat numbci holding 
places, and consequently under the influence of the clown, who 
will base to decide m the imperial parliament, upon the e\t< nt to 
which th it influence ought to extend 'Ihe commute... will recol- 
lect, that the gn iter number of the membeis that aie to come 
«\ci will be the rcprucntatncs of counties and the groat comma* 
cnl towns Ot tbe-c I belie\e tliuc are not abate Inc or six who 
hold offices With uspcct to the icnuundu, it must be obuous, 
from the manner m which they are to he chosen, that it is impos- 
sible to ascertain exactly tno nunibei of offices they may hold , tney 
cannot, howeter, <.' cecd the numbci of twenty* Unless, thucforc, 
the numbers of those holding places wcic so gnat as to excite lea! 
jealousy, it would not be accessary to depute them of then places 
m the first instance, ns their numbci s would not be sufficient to 
hate anj great effect in deciding upon the question of the cxtenL of 
the influence of the ctown I understand th it a motion was made 
by a gentleman hist week for an estimate upon this subject , but lie 
must beware that such an estimate could not be made up m this 
country, noreicn in Iiplnnd, without great difficulty I think no- 
thing can be more fair than what I shall propose, uz that no moie 
than twenty of the persons so coming o\er shall hold places , and 
if it shall happen that a grcalei numbci of them than twenty hold 
places during pleasuie, then these who hare last accepted them 
shall vacate their scats, this will, upon the whole, I think, 
obviate every objection that can be made in point of principle 
We then piocecd to the number of the other house of parlia- 
ment , and their precise number, I own, does not appeal to me a 
matter that calls for close investigation or minute inquiry The 
number for Scotland, as we all knoyr, is sixteen to represent tbs 
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of Ireland and an improvement in thc*y*trm of repretmtaiicm 10 
tbrt heu*e 

The next point l th poorer reserved f it hra Majoty to create 
nerr pvra The objection r* tlmr they may be too large for the 
constituent body and oecniioo a great den! of inconvcmcnco to 
that which U elective To thu l smiut thjit the) can never ex 
ceed a given number and that It i» ncecunry 10 P**? 4 hi power to 
th croup foe that the title* in Ireland are undvr very dltf’irpt 
circum taoce* from those of Scotland In Scotland, the till "* of 
nohilttv are much more ancient under vers di if rent limitations 
and must from thnt sen di&rcnce of limitation continue much 
longer than thc*c of IMtml In the otc the titles are tadctt'tvtf 
to collatend branches in the other the patent* an mor limited 
ate confined n Immediate male devcvmianti and cott>c<|ucntl\ 
must much sooner cxpitv In tin one the po tublhty if cvttnc 

ttoa is \rn wnall la tbc couim of a earl penod of lime in the 
other it w mil cvrtalnlr happen tn o »hott lime if the power of 
adding to or rcaling up the number more not given to the erwn 
The other part or thn artirlr on iIk frame if ibe parliament of 
Ireland relates to controverted elections an 1 the privilege* nl 
peemge to lUrh a* are not ehov.'n to represent it; then cvn- 
tlnue under the >ame refutation a* the peemgv ot Vnllond 

The next nmelr relate* to the continuance oj the church i f 
Inland amlofbnglond and of Scotland open ml ich thv nrtirl * 
UOvt in nothin,, ft tun tbc articles which we ouml c> ho esnt to 
Ireland except under the head of a cum pent! n tovrht h l np« 
prvhvnd there can be m w!j»cU n I shall only ny tl ■> on to 
iWctcs-tw g g. vaVyect lUl she prvsprtvls ut d e chuoJa t { livUwA 
nr\ f can l>e permanent unto it be a j ut tile mu wi t * lean 
a a guard j> w -r to the unit nl parliament to nuV inc j rrvl 
» on m this respect n a ( nee bc\t*nJ ntiy act of tl ir vn»n ih it 
cm at j nx>nt Ik n rent n. It n ay R \ n^ rl 1 nu t piilm 
ii nt an uppirlui i\ J c truknng %tnl mjy Is? fit t I na 
fvt hi* Mat *\ call ol e ubj co with ml *t\ lr al pr 1 1 any 
rut t posc-H r^r pn u tint r mo id-ic nt rt i si. ary \ 1 d 
» n upmitLat hjij u. 
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The next is an article of more detail, and on which the discus- 
sion may be more lalge hcreaftei than I can expect it to be at pre- 
sent — It is extremely interesting, I mean the aiticle of commerce. 

I am sure e\ciy gentleman in this house is ready to say, that the 
consequence of the union ought to be a pci feet freedom of trade, 
whether of produce or of manufactuie, v ithout exception if pos- 
sible , or that a deviation from that pi maple ought to be made only 
■where adhering to it may possibly shake some large capital, or ma- 
terially dimmish the effect of the labour of the inhabitants, or sud- 
denly and Molcntly shock the leceived opinion or popular preju- 
dices of a large portion of the people , but that, on the whole, the 
communication between the tw'o kingdoms should in their spirit 
be fiee , that no jealousy should be attempted to be cieated be- 
tween the manufacturers of one place and the other, upon the sub- 
ject of “ raw matenals,” or any other article* for it would suiely 
be considered vciy nanow r policy, and as such would be treated 
with derision, w r ere an attempt made to create a jealousy between 
Devonshire and Cornwall, between Lancaster and Durham, be- 
tween Northumbeiland and Scotland, between Wales and Chester, 
Hereford, 01 any othei county. I say then, the principle of the 
union on this head should be liberal and free, and that no depar- 
ture from it should ever take place, but upon some point of pie- 
-sent unavoidable necessity That perfect fieedom of bade is your 
object and your end , and if m any instance you turn aside frojn 
that road, you ( only do it because you are convinced that on the 
vhdle matter you follow' the shortest way to arnvc at the end of 
youi journey. Thought also to say, that some degree ot local in- 
convenience is not to be set m the way of a great national ar- 
rangement, and happy am I to observe, that such is the enlarged 
judgment, and just and patriotic feeling, of the eutci prising mer- 
chints ot both nations, that they will be found, generally’spcak- , 
mg, as forward as any member of this hous r to act up to the spirit 
of which I ba\e just taken notice All regulations, there- 
fore* under the heads of bounties or prohibitions, and all sub- 
jects of that nature, should be made as moderate and equitable as 
possible 

& 2 
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The parliament of Ireland boro added hn article of great un 
£ortance which is however, consistent with the resolutions trara 
rutted from this country tt i» that there ihall not only l>e do 
jicw prohibition but those novr in existence with a few excep- 
tion*, shall bo repealed It 1 * a great satisfaction to me that the 
article* am few and that the do tin do not exceed ten per cent 
With respect to the woollen, tliey propose o protecting dufy 
for the penod of twenty years With mpect to the cotton mono 
facture, they a bo propose a protecting duty of ten per cent, but 
on two important branches of it six the calilco and the rousho 
foT lhe encouragement of which they are very anxious the dutie* 
which they propose arc considerably hisher In the whole oT 
these alterations I do not think there is an) thing which can give 
any vincaetoctt to our manufacturer* except in tho imgle caw. of 
tho woollen trade The manufecturer* of thn country do not I 
behove, wish for any protecting duties all tb y dc*lro li a free 
Intercourse with all the World and though the want of protecting 
dntlea may occasion partul l cm, they think that (imply compen- 
tated bv general advantage-. In the article of wool I understand 
there U ranch difficulty entertained In tho case c f manufacture*, 
where capital is inverted protecting done* may for a time bo re 
quired but can any man bclieer that the exportation of maun 
Jjctmrd wool from ibis country could be productive of ony **- 
nous inconvenience in the prevent unexampled prmperity of our 
trade? Con any man bcUrac that by permitting thn exportation 
capital can bo so immediately transferred as to occasion a luddea 
*hock in any part of the country 1 Thu b a lubject upon whlth 
I am anxious to obtain e\ery information but lam inclined to 
think that the effect of this arrangement will be to uicuurage tho 
growth of wool in Ireland and that we may draw supplies of ft 
from that country I do not fear that then, will be trade enough 
lor both countries In the mark't* of the wcrrl 1 trad In the market 
which each country will afford to the other \ and l hare no doubt 
bat that the capital* of Great Btitaln and Ireland will be employ 
ed in that spemes of trade to winch it can be applied with the mart 
•draniai* 
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I beg pnidon of the committee for anticipating vvith more parti- 
eularity than w is necessary, \. hat may be heieafter said upon some 
of the sublets on which I hn\e spoken, especially on that of trade; 
but I have clone so because I wished to take a short survey of the 
gcneial outline of this important subject 1 am rtot aware oftmy 
thing very material which I have omitted , but if there should be, 
it may be supplied heieafter 

_ The next article, and the only one consisting of minute details, 
relates to apportioning the shaies of the revenue of each coun- 
try respectively It were a circumstance much to be wished, tlmt 
the finances of both count! ms were so nearly alike that the sjstem 

ot both could be identified , but as from the different proportions 

/ 

of debt, and the chtfeient stages of civilization and commerce, and 
the dificrent wealth of the countries, that desirable object is ren- 
dered impracticable, at least for some time to come, it become® 
an important question, would you defer the advantage of the union 
because you cannot at once carry it to the extent )ou would wish? 
Or will you dcfei it until, by the increase of the .debt < f Ii eland, 
and the decrease of the debt of England thiough the means of 
the sinking fund, the two countries had so far approximated to 
each otliei, that an identity of finance might be established in the 
first instance ? But it had been said, what security can jou give to 
Iieland for the perfoimance of the conditions ? If I weie asked 
what security weie necessarj, without hesitation I would answer, 
none The libciahty, the justice, the honour of the people of 
Great Bntam have never yet been found deficient I would refej 
them to foimer precedents , I would desire them to look at out 
conduct towaids those nations who have already incoipoiated with, 
us, to Wales and to Scotland , that will convince them that 
there is the most pcifect safety, even if there werejio stipulation. 
But to avoid all suspicion of unduly loading bur sister kingdom 
with moic than her due share of the expenses of the state, to ob- 
viate all imputation of partiality, particularly as on that objection 
the opposers of the union grounded one of tbeir most important 
objections, the parliaments of both countries have fixed the pro- 
portions to be paid b) each for a limited tftoe, at the expiration of 
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which it Is prcwffifi) the finance* of each may so far approximate, 
that they ma) ho assimilated ami Identified with a ptmmon 
ivcxcrthelcM that if that desirable event can be effected sooocr, the 
Imperial pari lament shall ha -a power to make any fatnre revi 
non or alteration It most certainly wall bo deniable to ascertain, 
in as exact ft proporti n as possible the quantity to be pmd by 
each country Tic \lan I have already proposed H as I think, 
the belt that can bo diruod not taking H from any one criterion, 
but from a blended and mixed consideration of the population and 
the revenue Upon tbit the proportions are founded and the 
ratio fixed for twenty >car* unless the Impcnal parliament shall 
make future reputations. \nd hereit may be necoary to otomc,s 
that the finance* of both countries ma) be identified although tbo 
debt ol England should exceed by a large proportion the debt of 
Ireland because by the rapid increase of the sinking fund it may 
be at soon discharged as the debt of Ireland ftnd a large debt 
sooner dtscbnigcd will be equivalent to a smaller debt requir- 
ing a U mart tm for payment. I have already Hated Sir that 
the proportion of contribution of Ireland u to England, as about 
seven an 1 one Ivolt to one end this is cal cub ted upon the con 
sumption of the several articles considered both as to their value, 
and their \alui compared with their bulk and upon those articles 
of general ox* vhieh seemed to afford the roatenals for the surest 
ground i f calculation such as malt lea sugar and others of that 
description it lai a p eared from this investigation that the 
prtvportKm proposed in tbi molutmn Ua» been the proportion at 
nevtlj as can be ascertained in which Ireland hat conlnbut d 
during thi pnx-nt trar It must be m M witeUcUr> ^rr v to coft 
»IW that in adopting thi onaDgrrarnt the prrscat crating »}s* 
tem w nut aw all dt Curbed It will continue in itt accustomed 
preportu n and at the xjn>e tiro for tin. secuntj of Ireland it U 
pn vultd tl nt ftnj article hall not paj ft grrat r tax than the vtroa 
article pas at the same in England Ifllerv shall retrain any 
y jlu revt rue oft r the current expemev nre pahl it h to K ap 
po prtainl cither t the head non of tl^* debt or hr the pm 
pivwrs of natwaml ic*j nsement for tLxt country There then re 
main seta" ether refutation* wt ch haw far tfc Ir cljrct the gr» 
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dual abolition of fill distinction in finance and lcvenue between the 
two countucs, and to nc'cekrato the time when both count lies form 
but one fund, amt pay one uniform pioporl-on ot taxes thtough- 
out t ich It is cbv us, while time remains a dispiopoi turn of 
debt, tluy cannot loim one fund, tli.it event cannot take place till 
In the opei ition ol ciicumstancos that dispropoition is destrojed 
yet, Sir. .is I have nlu.uby observed, the ital value of the icspec- 
tive debts may be alike befon> the) arc of the same magnitude, 
because it oui sinking tund will dischaigo ~our l.ugei debt, Ixtoio 
thedibt oi Iielund can be discharged, though not ol equal magni- 
tude, the gicatcr debt di-chargid m the shoiter time may not 
suipiss the less deb* remaining a longer time unpaid, and when- 
cv< r the ual value shall hi alike, the finances of both countries 
may be assimilated and identified, and it will remain in the discic- 
tion of the united parliaments to abolish all distinction of quotas 
and conti lbutions, and fix one rale of taxationtlnougbuutihc united 
kingdoms, subject mciely to such local abatements as fioni cncuin- 
stanccs may become necessary 

The remaining piovisions arc such as I conceive no gentleman 
in this house cun object to, they ulatc to agucultute, and to the 
allowance to Iicland of a paiticipation ol your tcrritonal levcnue 
fiom India I hope and tiust that this plan is equitable on a 
large scale , favourable I know it is, satisfactory I hope, to Ire- 
land, and I tiust also, that in the main it will appear to this 
house that the whole has a tendency to accelerate the pcnod of 
iclmtity as well as union The last article is one that has in it 
nothing new , it relates to the oomts of mstice in Ireland, it 
presaves to Poland its evil and ecclesiastical courts, subject to 
the regulations which the wisdom of the united parliament may 
adopt 

I trust I have made myself understood m what I have stated 
to the committee undei general heads, which will require detail 
liercuftu I have said enough to satisfy tin*, committee, that the 
Irish puliament’s lesolutions are consistent with those which you 
laid at the foot of the thione, and pledged yomselves to cany 
into effect on youi pait, if evei, by his ^Majesty's command, they 
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camengam to you for con iteration When I recollect b!k> that 
the ohjectiou ta the resolution*, when they were before the par 
Immcnt of this country nos not so much to the substance of tho 
resolution* themselves nor tLe manner In which they wore to be mb 
lmtted to the parliament of Ireland os that the subject should not 
then U agitated beenu o neither the parliament nor the people 
ucre m a state to agree to the measure I trust I may say that 
the fears which were expressed on that occasion vu.ro illusive and 
the hope that was cuk-rtaroed has been renfietL fhc ample <lh- 
eii’won which every part ol tlm subject has roet with (so ample 
that nothing like its deliberation was ever known before in any 
legislature) has silenced clamour — bos rooted out prejudice, — * 
I m o rr rulod objections, — has are ured all arguments —has re- 
futed all ctuils, and caused thu j Ion to bo entirely approved of 
Both branches of tbo legislature a fur long discussion, mat arc de- 
liberation and laborious inquiry hnvo expressed themselves 
cleoile and decidedly in Its favour Hie opinion of the people 
who from their mcarib oflDforroatkin were most likely because 
be*t enabled to form n correct Judgment is decidedly in Sts 
favour 

J^et me not say however for I do not intend it that there 
were amuTV. tho intelligent part of the pubbe none who were 
against the measure I know there were and I know too, that in 
o question involving so many interests, the same tfauig will to 
different individuals nppear in difivrent prints of \icv hence 
arr*3 n diversity i f opinion That has been the case la almost 
eveiy thing that tier was argued and roust be so in every thing 
tlwt is cont'Stedt but after nil ft Is dear Ihnt the parliament wfll 
in a sHuaUoo that thr people of Inland wrre in a situation to 
judg of this rmasure It was not beciuvc the measure nai not 
vlgottavly opposed thv friend of the measure have had to stand 
n^aimt ilw tbreuis of prpulac viol -nee — apnlmt tho enemies of 
the government tinier the koJ of proirstanH — n-amvt tb* vfoknt 
r, anl iidhum U] ml and ferre attack of tin Iri-h calhoUcv— and 
c^in-t ifa* nurrgat of all evils tie spin! of all on chief the iro 
p’acat le rpp mt loaned d c t imbed hostility of furfous jarohjnl*m j 

tb * ) Lid t j meet the inflamed jeu-iua* of di oppoio ol atnlitiuflj 
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rmin 1* ’ » .in* them I t i'i<- un’fm, 'h i tt had « n mMu) to 
j 'K‘(* c<‘~\r K c n 'e tutv thtn_ itVi n 5 i *>»4 *«o ev.tu !h>{» « f 
t'u.rinjh* \\ \ !mn i, rj taut t 5 i< \ i**hln <1 p* rht’tv IP n ml 
tl .i ,d'i ! » I'*." of »ht Jt ' , It nt !n } tne p*c n it 1 J * ’ u ,htJ 
muM, litm n> fii-'s , wthn.f* vit the Ir'vn ’< nht* • Jjipo't' <!, ,iinl 
the tin mu- wi <> >•' tl tht* p't t< flat 't,til tt* jr*., , r<» m tti. 

aided is nil that l t* i tpp tut, tt uni , pnlts ncnii.iMj ««f tt t 
i* iitu n t/*- of b tit , w .lh tin ’ £ ti tt h m s <»t « T' 1 1 mi tin" 1 sis *■) (In’ 
J\r*u ’i nnipiiv It t k vtt'tl 4 r tlttit f i mint n* o ti, s( I an v>tmt 1 mi 

I’m t!uH 4 , rtnl s ul fnnimui i'* i!*i ss1m t sir ii \\ <!( |> ml on in'*, 

lo s'i ! >in i to tin coi.itn’iU" nil nuo* ua nn i tin* t t sr rs this 
rn it mmI tiijsoj tant sun* to its lull, ntnl, I tius*, 'jauis m'com- 
plnlipunt. 

Mr Pitt tl ;n p-opn tl ^ rtfolu ions vo'cd h ) tlic IrnJi ps'liatncnt, 
for tltcadopoon of the ctnnnii'itc 

Upcnsshich Mr Grcj i nncdutcl) moseil an snirmlnKm,“ ‘lint an lium- 
fc’e rddre's be prc’"n’c(l to 1m Alajt-itp, jiraj in— this be will be rraaoudy 
plea<ctl to direct his m in 1 ers to ‘ u spend al! pmeeciluijp on the tn-b Omon, 
till the senttni'm*! of the iri.h people reipcctnig tint measure cm be st.tr- 
taincxl * 

Mr Pitt concluded the debate \ ith a $bort repl) 

ANc were told, Sir, by honourable gcnllemen lust jonr, v lieu 
tlie parhaineut v<ts against the union, “ rtjccl it ” rltty till m tlr; 
flight, when wt know the parliament base soud the union. 
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** appeal to the pceplc" I never can consent to inch doctrine 
Then* nn) bo occcbtoni *but thr^ will ever be few, when an 
appeal to the people u the jn -4 modi of proceeding on important 
aubJeUs The present is not a fit moment to appeal to the people 
ofl reload wht-n, if wo did to the whole economy of onr legista 
live system the customary proceedings In ease* which Involve the 
rights and liberties of the people the jnnsprn donee of the conn 
try would be thrown Into confusion ond all this at n moment 
when we sre about to effect that which the parliament of Great 
ItnuuD ha* declared essential to the peace of Ireland and to the 
»aht) of the empire The ground that honourable gentlemen 
tale to prfs this appeal is not less n markable They do it be- 
cauw: they would know what u the opinion of tbo people of Ire 
lend which they nwurao tirfitfQ hand a ngainst the uraon If 
they beCev tins, let them give us the proot for them is the 
assertion. Hut Sir I adhere to the opinion of the parltamcnt 
of Ireland and wdl not thvr fore consent to a convocation of 
primary o^etnblica and of bodies of men to rote addresses found 
td on 1 rrnch principles arrayed as they would be against lcgwk 
tive authoritv and constitutional ficcdom However did we 
r\ m report ti the people who would tale the expression of tbdr 
oj lulon p,ivcu amidst tumult in the tury of passion? Who 
w old a Hirae that npiruon as fitting to be adopted for the rule of 
c nduct m a peat political nndertalm^ ? On tho subject of ant 
i>i [xal in tb 1 1 yvnt in toner il would be vull if gentlemen re 
c< Ih'Cted wl ai vv jn very j n peil> oed a* Ur nv it nfhctrd to po 
r o i v tnlcl I 11 «• m Lie lord who jtol last It an mot 
l nunrwj in, t lb b nriii r luu ndopl 1 tbo determination rf 
r part inilti hit ly but hi nett Ion on opinion vubsc 
in v I r 4 m. xnjm^to ht change of tum and ciimmvtarcTS 
\ ->"161) la \ \ cat ts j evdur opinions on \h oftwT 
lr tl t li id ml las UdJ ‘'p'Ctully during the present war 
wl la wntlcr oj m i c\j I I 11 % uuti insomuch tbai 
iliirtfotlei n ui r the c eviruoa oi ihe i ntire opj robatm* 
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of the people of tlu* measure? of his Majesty’s gov eminent, have 
retired fiom this house, have chosen to neglect then duty to then 
constituents, to desert the post of lionoui, 01 ot danger, because 
those measuies aie approved ot bj the people. Such then is the 
fallacy of the general opinions of those honourable persons who, 
added to the weight of then own vciy grave nuthoiity, ask ns tins 
night to resoit to public meetings, there to colh ct the 'ontiments 
of a mixed populace Could the appeal he made, what pledge 
do the honourable gentlemen give that the meeting shall be ordei- 
ly, decent, and temperate? Those gentlemen have a ruling 
passion, which seems on ill gi eat occasions to me line them to uu- 
full the banr us of popul inly to the mob . but h’adeis have not 
less frequently paid the ienfeit than followeis r l he honourable 
member has quoted a great master of liunnn nature'*’, to illustrate 
his opinion of a popular election That poet, as if lie had iorc- 
seen the penod, as it the political iiitiigues ot common halls had 
been familiar to lam, has well pourtrajid the chaiacttr of such a 
scene The returns of mcmbeis by common halls and the sub- 
sequent return by sciutiny, have shew n how practised are certain 
politicians in the art of swelling the number oi a populai meeting 
Yet such seems to be the necessaiy consequence ot populai ap- 
peals When I considci how defective must be any opinion that 
is the result oi an appeal to a people wholly influenced by a few 
factious demagogues, I must tell the honourable gentleman, I 
could not adopt the opinion of the people of Ireland collected at 
primary assemblies But the people ol Ireland appiove of the 

\ 

* Mr Grey, m describing the clandestine manner an which the Irish pe- 
titions had been obtained m faiour of the Union, had quoted die lines of 
Buckingham in Shakespeare’s King Richard the Hurd, 

Some followers of mine own, 

“ At lower end o’ the hall, hurl’d up them caps, 

“ And some ten voices cried, God save King Richard ! 

“ And thus I took the ’vantage of those fevr — 

<c Thanks, gentle citizens and friends, quoth I , 

This general applause, and cheerful shout, 

" Argues your wisdom, and jour love to Richard " 
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union they have in effect concurred in it j and it become* the 
wisdom of the parliament of C rest Britain to consolidate the In- 
terest* of tho t»o countne*, by agreeing to a measure of which the 
certain operation will be to promote and peTpetnato the pro* pen ry 
the power tho resources, and the independence of the empire. 

1 The imecttmotf wu recocted. 

Ayes 30 

Noe* 13d 

And tie ikrte firrt rcrolntlora wm then moved and carried without farther 


June 27, 1800 

O* m mo «k*i by Mr Sheridan, fer a Call of the How 00 that day fort 

Bight, 

Me Pitt row and replied to the haooorabfc merer atfoOcrwii 

^ir hating all entirely listened to the observations made by the 
honourable gentleman and considered tho nature of his motion, I 
thuA myself warranted in maintaining that the wlrolc of his urge 
ment applies to one or two propositions Hu chief object is cal- 
culated to lend lo an immediate peace with tho French republic 
ot to Induce the liouv to address hb Majesty no longer to place 
LU confidence in hts present mini Mery As tar os the call of tho 
hon*c goc* I would leave it to others rather than talc a part in 
the men. propnrly of the measure ; and I shall content royvelf 
with obiervin,, that the call most in every possible view prove 
tin Jess It js rrMentfy naneerfsary because tf the question ba 
admitted to pos»cv. strong claim* to attention its importance will 
operate as I'oucrfidlr as any call of the Iiouh. in producing lh« 
desired attendance Were ttn house to acquiesce in thr motion 
of tho hon urabl* getiticnun it* cmnphanev utnild produce many 
serums mcom meneiv. Hut morning to the speech of the 
Lcnourabte gtnlltman I cannot but mnortc that If I were to 
ar^uc on the naums sihieh hi 1 ad stafeJ l should not troubld 
th hoax* at any length j w rind *d am 1 inclined to say ranch a* 
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most ot his arguments are founded upon the lcccnt nous* to 
which lie has thought proper to allude, and which he undci takes 
to inform us is rendered so certain and authentic that it should, in 
his opinion, cause a complete change m the sentiments cntci tamed 
and recognised by gentlemen dui mg the whole of the session. 1 
know' not what to think ot the honourable gentlemans idea of au- 
thenticity , but to diaw any conclusion from the statements of the 
enemy alone, will scarcely comcy to an unpiejndiccd mind a coi- 
rect notion of authenticity. However authentic and official the 
articles of intelligence m question nnj be, though they do not 
c\cn go so far as to be supported by the credit of the Eiench 
papers — for I certainly have not seen them there — yet to draw a 
conclusion lrom such authorities without anyfarthu inquiry, upon 
a subject m which all Eui ope is implicated, and in the piosccu- 
tion of which our exertions lmvc been so honourable to ourselves, 
would be to decide without the common grounds necessary to 
form an opinion On the imperfect and paitml information of 
the enemy, the British house of commons is called upon to inter- 
pose its advice with the executive government, it is called upon 
to exercise a power which it should nevei exercise without the 
mbst mature deliberation, and m cases of uigent necessity, for it 
is an extraordinary power, — it is called upon to concur in an ad- 
dress to his Majesty, without investigation, without a fair compa- 
rison of facts , and all this strange and unaccountable interference, 
so eagerly pressed by the honourable gentleman, is made to rest 
upon the authority of JTiench papers It appears, that to piopose 
this conduct to the house is to piopose, that, without knowing the 
extent of the advantages gained by the enemy ; without ascertain- 
ing the sum of the losses sustained by our ally ; without consult- 
ing that ally with respect to the vigour of his present situation, 
and the magnitude of his future resources, whatever calamitous 
reverses he may have recently expenenced, we should at once 
come to a decision, 'sudden and unexpected, where cool reflection 
and serious inquiry are hiost necessary I trust, Sir, the house 

, * The defeat of the Aus’nans at Marengo 
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union they bare m effect concurred in it i and It become* the 
wisdom of the parliament of Great Britain to consolidate thb ^lo- 
t erects of tho two countnc* by agreeing to a men* ure of which tba 
certain operation will be to promote and perpetuate tbe pro*pcriry 
the powtr the mourca, and the Independence of tho empire. 

1 Tbe amendment to rejected. 

Aye* AO 
Noe* t *56 

And tie tire* fiat raotalkn* wert then mortd »ed earned without farther 
ojifurduoD. 


J/atc 27, 1800 

O* ■ motion by Mr ibmdan, far a Call of the Hoatc 00 tbit day fact- 

tilht, 

M* Pitt Tote lad rryUeil to the bcoocnkle mo Ter ■» follow* 1 

L 1 

*Hr having attentively listened to tbp observation* made by the 
lionourable gentleman and considered tlio nature of hn motion, 1 
ihuA myself warranted in maintaining that the wboI6 of his argu- 
ment oppbc* to one or two proportion*, lit* ducf object n cal 
eulated to lend to an immediate peace with the French republic 
or to induce the bouse to address ha Mojestv t» longer to pb»c* 
bn confidenco m hi* prevent minister* A* for at tho call of the 
hmac goc* l would leave it to oilier* rntber than talc a port ra 
the meru propriety of tbe measure and I thall content juyseif 
with observing, that the call must in every possible new prpvc 
UntIcw, It is evidently unnecessary became if tbe question bo 
admitted to powev. strong claims to at! -ntiot) its importance vnlt * 
operate a* jwicrtally os nny coll of thol ouk In mr-l"'" r 
desired alien Uncr Wrtr tin 1 
of the h nuumbh genii man itscti 
( notrv Inconveniences. llut return 
b» m uraW gentbman I caaw t but u 
argue on tie reason* which In Lad atntpj 
the houv at anv length nor Indeed cm l mcl 
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I flatter ftiyself, that when the real question for the decision of the 
house is fairly explained, all differences must cease, and all topics 
of dmsion be suspended Believing it to be equally the object of 


"present high price of provisions, have Induced me to call you together at an 
earlier period than I had otherwise intended No object can he nearer my 
heart, than that, by your care and wisdom, all such measure# may be adopted, 
as may, upon full consideration, appear best calculated to alleviate this 
severe pressure, and to prevent the danger of its recurrence, by promot- 
ing, as far as possible, the permanent extension and improvement of our agri- 
culture 

“ For the object of immediate relief, your attention will naturally he directed, 
in the first instance, to the best mode of affording the earliest and the most 
ample encouragement for the importation of all descriptions of grain from, 
abroad. Such a supply, aided by the examples which you have set on former 
Occasions, of attention to economy and frugality m the consumption of corn, is 
most likely to contribute to a reduction in the present high price, and to ensure, 
-at the same time, the means of meeting the demands for the necessary con- 
sumption of the year 

“ The present circumstances will also, I am persuaded, render the state of 
the laws respecting the commerce m the various articles of provision, the ob- 
ject of your serious deliberation If, on tbe result of that deliberation, it shall 
appear to you that the evil necessarily arising from unfavourable seasons has 
been increased by any undue combinations or fradulent practices, for the 
■sake of adding unfairly to the price, you will feel an earnest desire of ef^ 
fectually preventing such abuses , but you will, I am sure, he careful to dis- 
tinguish any practices of this nature from that regular and long established 
course of trade which experience has shewn to be Indispensable, in the pre- 
sent state of society, for the supply of the markets, and for die subsistence of 
my people. . i 

et You will have seen with concern the temporary disturbances which have 
taken place in some parts of the kingdom Those malicious and disaffected 
persons who cruelly take advantage of the present difficulties to excite any 
„ my subjects to acts in violation of the laws and of the public peace, are, m the 
present circumstances, doubly criminal, as such proceedings must necessarily 
and immediately tend to increase, in the highest degree, the evil complained 
•f, while they, at the same time, endanger the permanent tranquillity of the 
ountrj , on which the well being of the industrious classes of the community 
must always principally depend. 

* The voluntary exertions which hare on this ccpa'ion'bccn made for tbe im- 
v OL. 1Y. ■ H 
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arisen who will understood ihc foundation on which it stood 
could think for & moment that, to redrew nny suppcted mischief 
■which In times of peculiar scarcity end dvdtm roowdopy migjvt 
he supposed to have occasioned it would be n^ht to itnkc at the 
freedom of trade and the application of industry and capital 
To do so would be to bnn o ns bath to something; worse than the 
system that prevailed fire hundred years ago inn much w the 
state of the country the distribution of property and the employ- 
ments of industry were *o lfifinitily difierent from what obtained 
at the period when that >y<on prevailed Indeed nothing could 
be more absurd than to suppose tnat inch a tchernr man though 
suited to tho tern from which it 1 denied could be applicable to 
the new interests and deman h of another state of society 

But the system recommended by ht» Majesty n equally moored 
Iroro these opposite extreme* It U that which true wiwlom and 
enlarged policy alone will recogmxt? it is that al me I am con- 
vinced which the house will punuo ia the application of tho 
rrmedu* which the cose may require f arimramt will inquire it 
will collect facts it will seek Information it will examine cd 
deuce oud if an abU'e is prosed to rxot the remedy will be 
enmaurd upon its own merits 

It h not my wkh in this stage of the bu mess, to state any 
opinions which I may base nlnndy conceived uppn the subject* 
In proceeding to the redout*. investigation of tlic subject however 
it 1 no* ami's to point out the errors on both sides, from which 
Ttroedvil policy ou D hl to be v.\tn\pt There are Some sorts of 
wtn dies wh*cli III n,htto hew can in m case be employed ns 
there may be ubuws which it will he the 6 sin uf jtfirltoJiwnt to 
correct by every tm-ow In it power to empl y All biwrvrr 
that th pre-wnt qurnmn requires is to exprers ar irndiuevs to 
concur in the rumurcs neco ary to promote Importation *nd 
eCftr my 1 ur ibis pUrporo no time for diliUrnlHm can be re* 
qureiie we mu t alnudy 1 < piepand on tbt-e pinut* with • d-ar 
jrptrn tind icady to il*dgc oum\u* ti give tUm tbt utmost 
cf 1 ct 

Oa the causes by wUch t*c ptcunt Ll a h price b occ* con! 
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there are, no doubt, many opinions , both the extent of the evds 
and the remedy have been disputed The question is embarrassed 
by many prejudices. Some, whose motives are unquestionable, 
and the humanity of whose views is conspicuous, may have been 
led to give encouragement “to the cirors, and a sanction to the 
clamouis which have prevailed on the subject. Others, whose 
motives me more doubtful, have endeavoured to combine two 
distinct grounds of prejudice, and to connect the scarcity with the 
war Thus upon two subjects, each in itself liable to much mis* 
conception, and in its nature demanding a cool examination, 
violent clamoui has been a used ; I trust, howovci, that there are 
but few who think it wise oi useful to connect the discussion of 
these two topics. The causes of the scaicity, and the policy and 
necsesity of the vvm, piesent distinct subjects of consideration; 
and none will blend the discussion of the lattei with the fuimer, 
who wish only to communicate information, and to suggest 
lemedics 

An honourable baronet*, and an honourable gentleman f near 
him have, indeed, attempted to connect the argument but, with 
all deference to then talents, 1 confess I should, before advancing 
any thing in lepty, wish to hear what more weighty arguments 
might be urged in support of the same side. It appears to me, 
that, on a general view, no man can contend that the wai has any 
material tendency to increase an evil which can be traced to other 
causes. But, I perceive from the gestures of gentlemen opposite, 
that the doctune, of which I had given the cieditto the honour- 
able baronet and the honourable 'gentleman w ho spoke last, i5 
moie gcneially entei tamed. On this point, then, we shall have 
an oppoitumty of a moie detailed discussion on a future day. I 
must think, however, that it is not too much to expect from the 
candoui, from the good sense, from the prudence of gentlemen on 
the other side, that the consideration of the high price of provi- 
sions should be guided only by vans of public benefit; that no 
matter should be intioduced into it lor the purpose of collatera 

* Sir Trancu Burdctt. 


H 4 


f Air Robson. 



Jill FITTS 


[Nov n 


104 

effect for the purpose of creating undue feeling nod ilttfouuded 
cltmoon By this candour I ihtll endeavour to guide my turn 
conduct, and I shall bo sorry to remark any deviation from it in 
other*. i 

But unco this question has been started I beg leave to hint a 
few general observation*, which *cim completely to overthrow the 
argument of those (if the it be any) vrba i/*nously impute the dear 
ne» of provision* to tho war In a morn detailed da cushion I 
shall be ready to examine separately the effect of every tax which 
has been imposed ince the yrarl/p3i to *tatc the utmost effect 
which it could be supposed to have produced lirrctly or indirectly 
on the price ot grain and to prove that these tnvt-» could form, 
cvui on the ino-t r\a geratod computation a very mean KferaWo 
part of the men tvd price of pr» ri ions. To shcr that the wnr 
ha* not any griwral efll*ct to nu-c the pnci of groin comidcr only 
tho pneo of grain at different period* of the proem war though 
tho argument would be strengthened by a review ot loimcr wan 
Three or four yean havbxn year* ot comparative high price 
In the yean 17tt4 and 1705 the pnee was high but in the in* 
terval of marly three yean that succeeded time b from about 
Michaelmas 17£>0 to hluburamer 1799 the pncc tank perhaps 
too low for tlio fair profit of the farmer The general pneo then 
in lowland (to which I confine my remark ) was from 4Si to 49*. 
h quaner From 'Yllcbaclnuii 179 s to Lady day 1799 it was 
not above 48* How then if tbe war were tho cou*o of tbc dear 
ne*> did It happen that Lite effect which on the hypothesis 
should ha\c b*-en lorno mz was msjrnd d luring an mfcrral of 
neatly three yean; and when likcwnc duties these yevuv> totae 
of the taxrs to which the tffrt u chhffy ascribed had ben ira 
jiwcd? 1 rr\iuu» to the la t mrmkurtd period (one of prral 
cheapncv>; the trifle avvmmrot had rxr-t -d a twtheraonlh and 
mu C have jifudurv l its lull effect Tins plan feet is olooc worth 
n tliou*aml inf ttoccs leduml by emuuous rvaoHunp. 1 krww 
n it wheilur tl is tact will Le ju» aovner to the arguments that I 
I ose i»nt y t hard bat I thins h is ot Jr* t a snfficwm answer to 
iltwc cl the hoi ourob'e Urowt lu uatun of thn kind, it 11 the 
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jsliort' , st w ay to employ t,uch plain and familiar reasoning, and 
though it may noi always be a safe and solid mode ol argument to 
presume iguinst the \alidity of an objvction, I am persuaded that 
arguments like that whirh I have mentioned will often be found 
to answer by anticipation the si Helmuts by which they aic op- 
posed I shad not entei into any comparative statement of the 
price-* m former wars, nor insist on the ingenious arguments that 
have been adduced to show that war is ta\ouruble to lowness of 
price. It is deserving of leniuih, howe\er, that this country, 
which from the period of the resolution, for a gieat part of the 
present century, had In on vised to export great quantities of gram, 
ceased to export and began to import in the middle ol that peace 
winch succeeded the most successtul war in which tins counuy 
e\er was engaged 'Ihus it is clou, from a deduction ol facts, 
that wai of itsell lias no evident nnd necessary connection with the 
dearness of ptov sums, and that there Cun be no icnson lor at all 
combining the question of scarcity with the distinct mqun 3 re- 
specting the policy of the war 

There nun, indeed, unse much difierencc on particular facts, 
on points ol inference, and thenatuieof h gislative opa avion , but 
there «irc leading principles that must be common to all who enter 
■upon the discussion with candid and. liberal sentinu ills In the 
consideration of the present calamity wc ought, as men of hu- 
manity, to look at it with the deepest feelings of comp<i.v,ion for 
tlic distresses of our fellow -creatures , as public men, with a pro- 
found sense of the importance of wat< lung ovei the welfare of the 
industrious classes of the community , as men of priulencc, who 
are bound to provide for ttieir interests, and who will not stoop to 
flatter their errors, we ought to consider it as a malady affecting 
the state , but one in a delicate spot, not to be incautiously 
touched — not to be treated with new and violent renn dies — to 
follow untried theories must be pctulmily fatal in a matter of so 
much nicety, anci wherein enors must be of the most malignant 
nnd extensive mischief In the piosecution of the inquiry, wc 
ought to be open to infoi illation , indefatigable to exumne, but 
careful to weigh, and cautious to proceed v/ben the speculation 
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of corrective regulation would feed to overthrow tbo good that 
wo- hate proved for project* not even recommended by plausi- 
bility 

As to the extent of the deficn^cy of the late harvest It wopld 
bo no less rush than u n necessary to give ony opinion. For the 
practical remedies proposed, a kncrsledgc of the precis* deSat » 
not required Thu however wo know thnt notwithstanding the 
clamour about monopoly prjmoui to the harvest it is no if uni 
veradl) admitted that the old stock was Tory nearly exhausted 
An early honest, therefore, found us with let* stock than usual j 
of course that stock unless aided by importation from obrpad and 
economy of our own resources, must be eppltcnble to the con- 
sumption of a shorter period of time than usual Having already 
mentioned substitutes and remarked that expemuce had rendered 
us morn familiar with their utility and the mexk of their Qpplictu 
tkm, I shall just mention how they may bo rendered more eftc 
tool on the present occasion. YYc know thnt last year tho crops 
failed almost generally in oil the articles of provision This year, 
th iugh wheat is short several other kinds (particularly barley) 
are plentiful both at home and abroad By the duo application of 
tho resources of economy and of substitutes, joined to importation, 
I am satisfied that tbo supply of the year will bo made to answer 
the consumption 1 do not wish to under rate d*o difficulties of 
cur situation but this I will assert, that, if we erqloy proper 
precaution and exerci-e becoming firmness, wc hare in our own 
] wer tin rrmedy for the Intros* under which the country labours 
1 d * Dot imagine Indeed tint an) extraordinary and rapid dl 
mmution of pnee rs to be expected ) but ifwe abstain from all 
ra b experiment in tbee»ttbh hed couno of trade tbercls tlio best 
i •oson to think that there will bo a considerable redaction of 
pnee a reduction gradual an l permanent one that will ollrriot* 
tie dntn vs f the poor, without mking that Increase of eon 
sumption which ou lit so much In tho present ci re um\t oners to fc« 
avoided IHhJcs tbo octu d d< ficicncy this yv*r site late hl*h 
\ nccs might accounted from Heeling tlat the stock of kiit 
yiarwas xhnusud, thu the firmer must hau. been unaVU. hoik 
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to provide for the demands of the mirkvt, and to propnie for tho 
supplies of seed which a moio favourable season had icquired 
This of itself is sufficient to explain the high puce for xc\mt 
•weeks, without supposing any groat deficiency ol ci oj>, or nny 
improper aits to keep back grain and to starve the maikel It 
certainly was an unloiiunntc ciror to ascube tho prices too much 
either to the deficiency on the one hand, or to monolopy on the 
other. In the one case it gave a sanction to high puce, and in the 
other to unfoumh d popular clamour The pist puces, however, 

I am fully convinced, ought not to be taken as a proof and index, 
of what lulure prices may be If the order of things by winch the 
maikct has so long bum n'gularly supplied be not distuibed by 
impolitic inti rfeience , if wo arc prudent to encourage nnptuta- 
tion, and dim to oppose all unless waste, thcie must in the couiso 
of the year be a giadual abatement of price In f.ict, as soon as 
the effect of impoitation and economy begin to be felt, no regula- 
tion will be necessary to supply the market ami to reduce the puce. 
The' most prejudiced will see, that the surest remedy for mono- 
poly, i( it lias existed (and I do not believe it has existed to any 
considerable extent), is to increase the quantity and to diminish 
the consumption, to which highness of price must essentially con- 
tribute. It coin has been kept up, it will be sufficient to bring it 
out, to show both to the grower and consumer that we have the 
means of rendering the supply of the whole year adequate to the 
demand A pioper diminution of price will then ensue for no 
man who truly estimates the diibculty ol our real situation, and 
the means by which alone it can be relieved, would desire that in 
a time of scarcity the price should experience a tempoinry de- 
gression to what it would be in a time of plenty Tins would be 
to remove the necessary and most effectual corrective of scarcity'. 

I trust, thcrcfoic, that one of our first measures will be, to go 
into a committee of the whole house, to fix the quantum of bounty ’ 
to be allowed on importation. I should next propose, that a se- 
lect committee be appointed to investigate the subject of the 
scarcity, and to this committee will be referred that part of tho 
king’s speech which refers to this point. I should propose like* 

2 ' ~ ‘ 
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t,'uc that the committee shall from time to hroo recommend such 
measures as won on tho result of its inquir) fit to be adopted 1 
do not abb to anticipate any of thar measures bat one soggests 
itself which rony be of greet benefit ns a regulation particularly 
if functioned by o. ample. Thu would bp to direct thhf all pa 
jrochral relief instead of being giren in moncj, or vrheaten brertd 
shall be given in bread partly made up of some wholesome suhstl 
totes I believe that this practice has already mado Us way m 
•ome ports, and it appenn to me that its extension woyld bo at 
tended anth the most be official effects 

Thus much I have thought it necessary to statu on tbo two lead 
ing points respecting the scarcity Ou the question of peace or 
war I hell oul) observe that as the papers on which tho merits 
f tin case must be decided ore not yet b-fore tho house it would 
l«c pi emoture to enter at largo into the discussion There certainly 

i n iltn in tho address which pledget any opinion of the bhuso 
on tiuit foint tho pledge it gives indeed which no man I hop* 
v II In mb from that if pence ennaot bo concluded on terms con- 
sist nt with public faith with the rational honour and interests 
■yrc shall continue to support his Mnjc**ty with that fimneis de- 
el nn and energy which this house has uniformly displayed I 
earnol auticipato any thfieruux of opinion on this hc*d Tlta 
sjrtrch states what mil no doubt oppear distinctly fro/n the com- 
munications that are about to be laid before parliament that his 
Mn»* M) o uld not ucgociatc mthom separating Ira interests from 
thr e of lus ulhrs and the importance of those alliance* a jusU 
fled b} tbi dnlro of the enrm} to dluolsi- them I£ thrn tbo 
ciMin a Ivanerd n pretension so unheard-of ns that his JlnJeitj 
ns ll.c pilcr of cowuctlrn with them should brink, hn faith to 
tb v-c alln s with whom he was connected ) if as the puce of being 
united in nraitj with hu Mnjc»tj I rteco wished to put nn end to 
th utl n whlcl suh-hted U tween him atul bn ulllrs surely I 
ou ht not to | resume th t in such a pt Umlnar) to a aeg»>chilion 
rn mrm^r rf this hou^e will t ml conditions, which pros* tbo 
>1 Merits ft 0 who pret'tnl to b tliefil nds rfpmcTBl tranquil 
lity or ti nd ti ms to which bb ^lojraty could hart tccuJed l 
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trust, therefore, tlmt as unanimity is desirable on every occasion, 
the house will w'thout delay, and with a concurrence approaching ' 
to unanimity, proceed to declare its readiness to adopt such mea- 
sures as alone are calculated to afford relief to the community. 
This is the only way to prove a smceie and enlightened legaid to 
the interests and well-being of the poor. By shewing a real and-, 
substantial, regaid to their happiness, we shall guard against the 
^consequences of the false and dangerous expectations with which, 
by factious persons, they have been deluded on the subject of the 
remedies of which their sufferings admit. Pailiament cannot by 
any charm convert scarcity into plenty ; but it is something to 
shew that no time is lost in adopting every practicable means of 
alleviating the present distress, and ensuring theregulm subsistence 
pf the people In the further discussion let us pioceed with cau- 
tion, and examine with impartiality. Let us act with proper temper, 
firmness and 6obnety, that we may be able to discover wheie the 
, cause of the evil really rests, and apply the remedy which will b« 
truly serviceable. 

The House, after negativing an amendment proposed by Mr Grey, agreed 
to the address without a divnion 


November 21, igpo. 

O n a motion by Mr Tierney for the House tq resolve itself into a committee, 
to inquire mto the State of the Nation, 

Mr Pitt spobe to the following effect . 

Sir — The honourable gentleman* m the speech which be has 
just concluded, has gone ovei a most extensive range of argument, 
and indeed has extended the topics of discussion beyond the notice 
1 winch he first gave of Ins intention It seemed to be his original 
View to confine the object of the inquiry he proposed to move, to 
points connected with the high price of pi ousions ^Ile talked of 
moving to have the governor of the bank examined respecting the 
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influence fvfucb tbc operations of (be hank mid of paper circula 
bon might bare prodaCed upon price j but he bus now abandoned 
these restrictive views j bo has Dot nxnlioncd n word of the exa 
cm notion of the po\emOr of the bonk, end has thought it bettor to 
more fbr a commiltci of tbc whole house on the state of the ration, 
ns bc't fitted to investigate that mfinito vanct) of subject* which 
ho bss dwelt upon as the ground* ofipqul/y It b ns t oral, tbere- 
fon. Hint the honourable gentleman t> topics should be numerous- 
1116 question of peace and war die ope rat lota of out military 
force tho conduct of those by whom they are planned or exe- 
cuted our alliance* 3 oar financial situation} the state of our coo 
itltolionol rights, tboogb introduced by the honourable gentleman 
m n parPDthcw* 1 our internal a reams toners, with which tho 
d'orncs* of provision* and Its mnedirs are all connected thus 
form tho natural topics to which a motion, like that which has 
been made mast be directed 

Tho honourable gentleman has raid what is true undoubtedly 
of cv cry I mpomnt occasion in which this bouse is called upon to de- 
liberate that the eyes of tbc country arc upon as. The ryes of the 
Country naked arc most mrnntly fixed open us. They look mth 
expectation as they must feel the good or tho bed con*equcncrt 
which result from our decisions Tho measures in which the house 
hosbetnoc opkd during the preceding part of the session have in 
•he 1 1 hest degree cu 0 ros rd tin att muon of the public ottd ikcir 
hopes baiq Dot hern <!Kapp<ilntcd They us. the attention of 
parliament directed to the consideration of tho difficulties mulct 
which Uic community labour* nnd employing e\erj practical re- 
medy to ellesiak. their di tres I am con, meed too that the peo- 
ple an? well aware that tlo-e do most for their cnine oral are 
most sincere!? impressed with tin ir niiinng* «h > confine them 
selves mewl chxcly to the mum Iwte oljcct of relieving the colu- 
mn! > nnd r which tb s ]at ur 1 do 1 ut >ny that ihc whole *1 
fuxu^n 0/ the o untiy «uj « I f rm * fit lufjrct for inquiry in * 
committee < f t*e wbol burae if itnngand roticlud e ground* 
f t I* vita* Wad Hut I must toi tend that a coramitlc* 

t fib rullon rs tlut which for tLc but hundred jeon 
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^ go vl^taMt . &uch^ were, iijhfoitunnte illness >of his Majesty, 
dunng;the e' uas to k e determined. At pro* 
r * 'regency ed is, whether the circumstances 

.*V> cons ^^nand tliat general mquny which. 

be such as to de/ nmcn( j s ^ or S p CC 1 fi c investigations, 
tie honourable , gentleman reco|j rcs 
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practical mea$j om p], c£dc d question of peace and 
,yr t to the lar^ and <Lp 0n eV ery othci point of national 

' war, ! b&licvc that upon th at, hs { turned 


/j v- i, ~ J ,* *■ *- * rej lurxicu upuii [mmumuH, uut l 

^ people at i°d they do not expect that they 
",^ at at ^*e Present qj>ej bl0n or of our discussion I be- 

ihdTBUbjeci of,our dec) die } 10UbP an d 0 f tj ic public upon 

Air'ZA.i hi,, ‘ i ’> J 1 1 


f’ general feeling of] t ] )£rt q ie question is no otherwise* 
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c ' S !“ Cew6 ^5 3 jias given the strongest and most- 

P^pd-bli ^I&jfesly l e desne for peace he has shewn 
hrtismcejrj^ces f or the attainment of so de- 
^ > .^ Q q^ e ^ rot ^ 1 Hs have been frustrated by ,the un- 
i0JU * ^, 1S J^^jmands of tho cncm), which ha\c 
able, and unexampled ^dd a negociation. Undei these cir- 
on f°Ot illq^jQus foi the attainment of peace. 
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when the general state of things seems only to confirm us In tbo 
ilctermltmtion with w Inch we »o lately Kparn ted, of supporting 
tin* contest with steadiness, it rats I my with the gentlemen on 
the other side to state what are the new grounds upon which they 
call upon m to inquire When Sir I ask for new grounds it may 
perhaps be n little nncandid with respect to tlie motion iticlh be- 
cause the greater part of the objects » Inch the honourable getitk 
man has represented as calling for inquiry ore objects uith re 
sp^ct to which it i* impossible to give new grouiub for the bouse 
must have perceived that mo>t of the event* to which he has al 
luded ore such ns he has had frequent opportunities (and the ho- 
nourable gentleman cnanot be accused justly of basing neglected 
man) of them) of l>nttgin 0 under the consideration of the house 
He has frequently mode them the subjects of motions, and stated 
them ns fit coses of inquiry and the house has as often had op- 
portunities of expressing its opinion on them points. Thus every 
part of bu argument respecting tho conduct of the war (except 
only that part of it which relates to vrents which bare happened 
since the month of July last) has been over and over again discus 
sod ami decided upon. I might, therefore upon all theos toplci, 
unless the honourable gentleman hod ad ran cod something new, 
which he certainly ha not, haw contented myself uith refemag 
to the former d cruons of parliament upon them when the events 
were still trc«h in the memory of every one 

Hot bir I confers that the ramie of recapitulation which the 
honourable gentleman has employed I cam*u allow to pass with- 
out a imtadurdon The h nouruhle gentleman begun with re 
marking upon a d clorauon of my right honourable friend that 
the preent was a war of unexampled success ) tut be dhl iO- 
jmticc toil*? assertion by omitting the hmiUll m with which It 
coupled mmely that it was a war of uih ami] led success in 
relat n to ih share which Creat Britain lad taken and with 
ngifd to Kr pccular intrmti Th t ray ruht bnnoanibl* 
fraud j outran u itnctly ju t a ] pears even hum the suJmJ«3i4ins 
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of the honourable gentleman. IIo allnwi lh.it that pnrt of our 
national lorcc, tlml which he hmw if mid his friends huo ex- 
tolled ns the onl) service on which we should ril} for defence, lias 
been nl u ions and succi'sful bojoml run foniiei example. Does 
not tins prove that in regard to the peculiar shine ot tins country 
i.i the contest, it Ins Ken most successful? IVh} then, oven 
upon the new of a joint war of various success, and embracing so 
man} objects, does the honourable gtnthtnan choose to Keep out 
of consideration that pnrt of it recognised to lie om pnttirulnr pro- 
vince, nnd implvmg in exclusive mint ? How can lie affirm that 
the war has been full of disgrace, when our imv), In his own con- 
fission, lr.s acquired such mini died distinction? 'line tin tin the 
candour with which the honourable gentleman commences a 
moron for such various nnd Cslei’Mvc mquir) But docs the ho- 
nourable gentleman * 1 } , that, on the' general mow which he takes, 
those natal exertions in \ Inch he exults June been anemic d with 
no advantage to the cause of Europe? Does he think it nothing 
to have completcl} destrojed the nnv) and commerce of our rival ? 
Is it nothing to have piotected our own trade, to have augmented 
our own resources, by the spoil of the enemj’s possessions ? But 
not to dwell on these clear and undeniable testimonies of separate 
success and peculiar advantage, will it be suid that our allies have 
domed no advantage from the victoncs of the Bntii.li Heels ? If 
our military operations were even to be laid out of view, if we 
were to forget for a moment that our armies have, on different oc- 
casions, given the most important aid to the common cause, that 
the} have never encountered in the field the force of the cne- 
m} without reaping their full share of glory, considering the be- 
nefits that have resulted from our naval exploits alone, have we 
had no share in contributing to the defence of Europe ? Does the 
honourable gentleman locollect the achievement of the gallant 
Lord Nelson, whose merit he so highly extolled ? Does he tlunk 
that, great as was our share of thegloiy and success of that gal- 
tant admiral’s exploits, wc engrossed them all ? Does he tlunk 
that the fame of the battle at Ahouku did not pervade all Europe? 
Docs he think that it was partial m its effects, or fleeting m its 
yoc/xv i 
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glory f No* The fame of that day spread itxlf to the remotes* 
corner of the globe. It added o new Imtro to the British charsc 
ter and inspired n new reverence for the Bntah name j which I 
will not say the honourable gentleman s speeches, but not even the 
effect of any future calamity can crer be able to cfiace The noble 
commander deterred the panegyric the honourable gentleman pro- 
nounced on him It vras ho that gave the direction to the trartiy 
of bn companion*, and to the force with which ho was entrusted 
which carried *o plentiful a hurrest of glory to tho country But 
it u no derogation from tho merit of Lord \ ebon, or from tho 
•’fill and courage of those who seconded hr* enterprises, to nst 
whose exertions made that fleet disposable ? \\ as there no merit 
in applying the means by which the battle of \boukir wts fought f 
The honouiablc gmtlerQon asked was not Intelligence to be pur 
chased ? Might not minister* hare ascertained tho destination of 
the fleet tlmt sailed from Toulon ? To that specie* of foresight 
which determine* I y tbo event, there mny seem r>o judgment re- 
quisite to weigh and to compare intelligence and to draw a josi 
conclusion from contradictory or doubtful information Con it f» 
forgottm with what unparalleled seerrsy Sir Roger Curtis was dc 
taelml to ihe .Medilrmmenn on pretence of bnn 0 sent to guard 
Ireland against threatened invasion ; and that he had actually ar 
rued there before hi* coming was suspected — before it was known 
in this country tbat he had gone thither f Doc* the honourable 
grntlf man think that this uplance and precaution had no share hi 
producing that achievement to wl ich lie pays sojtnt a tribute of 
admiration ? It b impossible It rvquircs but the short enurae 
ration I bare made to draw from the honourable gentleman s ad 
missions a teittroonv in favour of the vigilance and conduct of 
administration Review our opcrathjm; let us consider whether 
they have been of advantage to Lurope Can it be forgotten how 
often our tarmac* hare animated our allies dcpm*ed and du 
couruged to ncu efforts In thrir own defence? II iw often base tho 
achievement* of our navy enabled oornlltei to combat* new met 
sum of mntancc apaimi the common tncnj f How ©Am Lasth* 
jrji'eit separate juccrti tern felt and rccognued as a new iropuh* 
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identified with those of Prance "ho will deny that it wm politic 
and necessary to prevent tho possession* of the Dutch from bdo£ 
converted into i rut rument* of hostility in tho hand* of their sub- 
duers, egaimt a people who had dulntemtcdly exerted themselvrt 
for thnr protection 1 

Tho tome course of argument ww employed in regard to Spain 
ere were told hy the honourable gentleman that wo had rendered 
^p<un but little inclined to annoy ns an active and important 
ally of onr enemy Spain he any* was oar friend llolll Did 
•ho not abandon dj in defianec-of the meat solemn engagement* I 
J do not recollect that, m tho ducutsion* which the inbjcct of the 
nor ha* to often produced a ungle voice wav ever heard In thi* 
house to doubt the pusillanimity tho want of faith the atrocity 
"Inch distinguubcd the treacherous departure of the council* of 
Madrid from tho caue of Coropc Never mn them n single volet 
heard to doubt the juitico of our warfare against a *tato that 
basely shrunk from the hr* of a generous confederacy to the dc* 
gradation of n hoihrv alliance with the foe *ho detested If then 
6ptun like Holland i notoriously ft nook a manly though a dan 
gmu* tirade and became the hmnblo vassal of France were 
we to allow the preponderance of the enemy to draw forth and 
embody ogainvt us all the mean* of ‘'pain I \\ ere we to we th« 
navy of Spain united to that of France without an effort to df»- 
concrrt or to punbh that foul auodation? Can we forget that tb* 
only ocbH-seracnt of the French fleet escaped for a moment from 
yenrj i f blockade na* to vail to Cadiz nod bnng off in triumph *" 
tbo Spanish fleet to be retained in Brest partly a* an hostage 
against Spain and n» on instrument of hostility against thi* coun 
try 1 And doe* the honourable gentleman think it provoking tb* 
Spamaraij that it Is unmanly annccrsiary hosolity to present 
the remnant of the msy of Spain from bcin 0 torrenderrd into tbs 
hands of the enemy — no Iris a* a badge of the ruin and mbmUstou 
of that »r le lied kin dem than os affording additional pietras la 
rur n»nl* to execute their pt&n of Inveterate acrimony toward* 
the peace an 1 prmpenty of tbc llntt h eropirr f 
The hinouraW* gentleman ran over the catalogue eftkt colon** 
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possessions we had acquncd with a. strange tut of indifference, as 
it wlmt he cnumcmtcd h ul been something too uh and woithless 
to dwell upon I do not intend merely more than the honourable 
gentleman to dwell upon tlu>-c points, though the consideration 
that it was a ie\icw of om tiiumphs, of the memorials of out 
glon might render the suicoy not unpleisant or unprotitablc, 
Martinique, bt Lucie, Te>bngo 1 '\nd does the honourable 
gentleman lcdly piocced through the enuniei mon with that soce- 
reign contempt which he professes ? I tccollcct tlmt, in the last 
peace, in which I had some share, these islands in the Wcst-Indles 
w'crc supposed to hn\c no small importance The honourable 
gentleman was not then in parliament, and thuc is nothing of 
system or connexion in hts opinion to lead me to conjecture what 
might ha\e been bis sentiments on the topics tlun disputed. But 
I remember well that some of those gentlemen, whom I lone long 
been accustomed to sec opposite to me, and one or two of whom 
I still perccne, particularly one honourable gentleman,* whose 
accuracy will coricct me if I am wrong, contended strenuously 
for the importance of these islands. St Lucie alone was repre- 
sented to be something equal in \nlue to Martinique, winch was 
called the key of the West Indies I know not, indeed, how their 
value may now liacc been sunk, though, m all the cucumstances 
which attended the last peace, the cession of '1 obngo alone was 
considered ns a shameful abandonment of our national intci csts 
Those who clamoured for that peace were, I confess, sufficiently 
disposed to object to its precisions after it was concluded. But 
notwithstanding, however, the situation of the country, and the cir- 
cumstances under which the American wai terminated, all autho- 
rities admitted the importance of those islands which the honour- 
able gentleman now holds so cheap 

The honourable gentleman mentions Newfoundland as another 
of our conquests'. Newfoundland we could not conquer, because 
we bad not lost it, but we took the islands of St Pierre and Mi- 
quelon. I need not, I am sure, Sir, inform the house, that the 
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fisheries of Newfoundland bau been for a century tho constant 
object of mtdship between 5 reacts cud Lngland from the peace 
ofUtrecht to the present lime it hm. formed one of tho mo*t lm 
portant points m every negotiation and otic of the strongest ob 
jcctions to the lust peace trot, that the dutnet reserved for our 
fisheries was not large enough and therefore Sir l cannot think 
the cataloguo of our conquests quite so tnfimg an \ unimportant as 
the honourable gentleman seems inclined to reprerent It 

May I venture to ask the h nourablo gentleman whether tin 
posscseion of Minorca u of importance to this country though in 
enumerating our acquisitions it almost tsenped his notice i The 
honourable gentleman did not indeed Foiget tho capture of Malta 
but he so)> \tc must not mention it ns an acquisition because it 
did not belong to France at the beginning of the war The ho- 
nourable gentleman seems indeed to have set down a very extra- 
ordinary and whimsical ngnlation with respect to a hot w arc to 
call acquisitions. He enlarges upon the Injury which thn country 
will sustain fiom the Trench being in possession of Egypt » bat IT It 
h an injury sorely our poftCwin e Malta must bo in our favour 
either to facilitate our efforts for dmin„ them out of Egypt or to 
rendu- tbHr ptmrwon of it leu dbadvontogcom to m Dot mark 
the slngu busty and cojuufrnry of the honourable gm thrum s nrgu 
ment we must not tale any credit fi im the conquest of Mult* 
because th French did not po'Vvs it before vhe star yet the ad 
vantage * bich the French will ijvnvr from the possession of Egyp* 
is strenuously {misted up>n though th *y w 're not in possession of 
font the commencement of husulitlc* ! But it n said that wo 
has nb*orbcd all the pa rrjions of ib Duiili It Is true that we 
bn obtained postern n of tiroes \ mers which bowrver little 
their iiUntwic nine to ns may le an object of gnat importance 
as the le}» of the ca t Will si be < enlvd that if ever the Dntch 
thoold again be dnpoyd to renew tl it alliance wilh ns, which In 
former times foo prosed no beoeficul to both cntmtib s than to 

lajnq>- in p ivmt it will K more ailvautsgvous U r them to hare 
il o « m* p<wsr*sl in on 1 r lhr puaidiamhip and keep of Great 
Bmaln U an in tlchxnliof Trance f Me know tin in 1*57 
t -y wuuMlate l-vnsn/cd t> ia*tiuntrds of ancownce to ibrs 
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country tlicy would now have been emplojcd to the same pur- 
pose. We were bound by self-defence to anticipate the i nemy's 
designs — wc wire bound to present the wealth and resources of the 
Dutch, the means of feeding their riches, from being transfened to 
the enemy by whom they were oppiessed 

Reviewing then the ciicumstances and success of this vat, with 
the events of former wars, c\en those to which the public may look 
with particular tnumph, or individuals with a fond partiality, I 
cannot think that the piesent yulds, in the importance of its suc- 
cess, to the most brilliant period of our history I shall not com- 
pare it minutely with the glory of the Duke of Marlborough’s 
war, nor with the glorious successes of the seven years war Its 
advantages have been as extensive, as solid, ann as important as 
any that ever were purchased by our armies. There is one point 
which I have omitted, and which the honourable gentleman neaily 
forgot altogether, and that is, the glorious success which 
has, attended our aims in India, under the direction of a noble 
friend of mine’, successes which have increased and consoli- 
dated our empire m that quarter of the world The honourable 
gentleman washes to compare what has been done lately in India 
with former achievements there it is impossible to make 
the comparison The noble Marquis has performed every thing 
that could be done in the present moment Will the honoui- 
able gentleman not admit, that the destruction of the power of 
Tippoo Saib was an event of the greatest and most important 
advantage to this countiy Our? conquests from Holland and 
Spain, are to be laid out of the question, because they were our 
friends * but was Tippoo our friend ? Was he foiccd by France 
into the war against us ? Was he not in India, what France is in 
Europe, the inveterate enemy of the happiness, the power, and the 
.independence of Great Butain ? Was he not in alliance with 
France ? Did he not act in concert with her in the Egyptian ex- 
pedition, the importance' of which he extols so much ? — Away then 
with such sophistries 1 they cannot have the slightest effect upon 
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any nun who ha* been a witness to the event* which have hap 
pened nnee the commencement of the war 

I have now Sir stated my view of the general subject of the 
wax Bat there i* another point of view in which we mu t consider 
it and in which jt roust make a deep impression upon us we are 
not merely to consider what we have taken from France bat what 
we have preserved The honourable gentleman ray*, wo entered 
into the war to curb the power of France Sir thirc it no end to 
the various definition* which those gentlemen fitvti of the object 
oftho war but we know whr we entered Into it we entered into 
the war because the French would ant let u* be at peace Me 
filtered into the war because the French would not let m remain 
}n tranquillity unless wo consented to sacrifice the independence 
ot Europe trod the happinc* the safety and the honour of this 
country In the coarse of the content we have had to contend 
with great difficult^ foreign to the war Orto of thrte diffleal 
tin uru* such on one a* we now cjtpencncc, 1 rocon that of scarcity i 
we hn 1 the misfortune four time* in tho present war to tapen 
four unfavourable scokuu Mo Imve had beside* to contend 
with consul ions in the mercantile part of the public This *ub 
j'-et was discussed at the urae when a happened and It was then 
found not to have b»rn in on) material decree mu cd L) the war 
Me have ha I l adroit to ct ntrnd against reveres nnd dtta ter*| 
ami I m 11 venture to sa) that thou, who lamented i ver them be 
cure-e the) disappointed tHr hop»*» and rushes for the success of 
thur country and th who lamented over tb ri for the par 
pejoof leptw lng tbr public vpint were equal 1) unprepared fw 
onl luth expected that r traonl naty and unfortunate turn w I ich 
iheauir of our allies toe nt »uc ojieniE 0 of the prr* nt catoplgn. 
But hastiv, to ci nt nd with all these events we have ha I lx td«» 
and 1 am m rry I *m oblige I to adroit it to c ntrnd with an 
uo la performance nf «u ul nuns |v nmr of our oltics w uh o 
dtt hction of t) sir tr ngi-ment ly others with a c 'tupl "to sit la 
trn cf the m <ni nlrtun tt aue* I v otbtn (a inti ca off*p Id) 
and ana rn unites table and unforeseen linage of conduct In 
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others, from whose evoitions, how oui, in some period 1 - of tin; 
\vm, we have domed tire greatest advantage — 1 allude, now, bir, 
lo the conflict ol the com l of Pcterslnugh Wc h nc had, bn, 
-all du s o tilings to contend with, hut cm they, with any justice, 
be attubuted is crums to this country f And is it mulling that, 
m a contest into which wc have been loietd iiguint oui will, wo 
have preserve 1 oui empire, undiunmshed, nrniut tinetl our consti- 
tution nmol iu, and dec leased, oi, is the honourable gentleman, 
thinks, destroud that spmt ol jncohimsm which oiigunted in, and 
has been suppoiltd b\ I ranee r But this is not all you hive 
not onlj ln.tiiiuiint d jmir possessions cntiie, but have destroyed 
the niantmn po\ < r, and taken- the most \ Unable mnrititne pos- 
sessions of y< i i enemy , and m the course of all the rh mg s and 
revolutions of sin onndmz nations, y on have stood lum and even 
to ilw conh deiary as you entered into it, and did not des« it it in 
the horn of danger, oi of pci il, even while others vveie desutmg 
you. Aielhi't considerations nothing? Is it nothing that, hav- 
ing had to struggh, not for imaginary objects, but lor oui veiy 
existence as a free state, v ith our commcice inaikcd out as an ob- 
ject of destruction, our constitution threatened, we have pi< served 
the one uinnipaned, and most materially augmented the other, 
and, m many particulars, increased oui national wealth, as well 
as Uj ghnv f I say, it is thus the matter stands vvirh regard to this 
countty, -md yet these aie the topics, oi .it Inst some of the 
" topics, on vvlm.li llu lionoural !t gentleman chooses to say he has 
laid fail grounds bstore the house to call upon it to conclude with 
him (for so Ins motion would m its spirit indicate), that theic is 
gieat misconduct in Ins Majesty's government. 

The honourable gentleman has taken a general view of the af- ' 
fairs of this country, and I shall, without being too minute, en- 
deavour to follow him over the outline of his observations- home 
of them I need hardly touch upon, because they have been the 
subjects of repeated discussions m this house, in various stages ot 
the piesent vvai On all those points which weie discussed before 
parliament, parliament have determined , and were I to argue 
them again, I could only expect to tire the patience of the house 



lift PITTS 


[hoe 27 


with unnecessary repetition I need therefore with reference to 
many of the topic* insisted upon so vehemently by the honourable 
prntlcman to night onty remind the house of nbal it has already 
done presuming that it mil not non" think otherwise than it bu 
thought already ubc/o no fresh argument nor any new dreum- 
atance has appeared to alter It* opinion. Many of the obterta 
bon hrmcTcr oftbo honourable gcntlunan although fallacious 
and inconsistent I shall take notice ot not on account of their 
force but ot their extraordinary tendency I hope the honour 
able gentleman used hasty word*, luch as may possibly escape ft 
penon in the heat of spooking and that ho himself coraulctt tb« 
words tlrat be used of that description — I mean the evprcfsion im 
plying that he thought oar honour was lost and our character 
degraded in tho course of the present srar oud that by the man 
nor in which our army had been employed under the present ad 
ministration.* Itwillbcvea however n hen the f abject w m* 
quirrd into [heart hear' from the other side] —the grntHoen 
opposite are anxious t > seuo era a word which is employed to sJg 
mfy discussed — wlicti the matter iheu Is dtsru vd it uill be seen 
to whom the blame of it it imputable or rather it will be proved 
Out there is not the least f ambition for the charge* which tbu 
hoiio irablc gentleman has ad anted An inquiry h demanded 
bui i it pu«til>lr that the houv* could listen to raoin ns of this kind 
every in tnmt s« me jnrvms thought proper to bring ft vague end 
g'-nrml eliurgr of mi«eonJuctf It ra enough ihat on general 
gronn-lx of rrgummt and presumption u can l>e shea n that there 
» no ums itv for »uj posing an\ thing wjvn 0 It ran never bo 
tl e ddty of thn Ik u^e to encourage such a dt«po»ition 

Cut the hoKundlc gentli man i pleaded to revive n phrav? 
which wu i adc c sf ly my n„ht himnarallc friend , who, 
w lh I'M the veep nt |njhlie» winch lirl >o 0 to him u roorr re 
markable h r th recur ev of 1 u. plans tl an f r tl r measure of a 
Mfi*T»er riu. tl it »k nr p»cuUv wh nl hajpensl sneak 
« f *! t irlrtev t h *n cor luct Hr did not mrnn t sv 
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that he wished to enter mto a minute inquii) into ever) plan 
which he 1ms .been concerned m ndviMiig, he meant to ptofess, 
what he felt, a readiness to defend the measures ol administration, 
if any one had a desire to object to any pait ol such luensmcs : 
not that he thought it would be nsht that the time of the house 
should betaken up in discussing all the measure^ of administra- 
tion, one bv one, until the whole was e\ mimed , that would be 
an endless task, although I am confident it would be tuumphuit 
to lit) right honourable Inend Hi was lead) then, and so he is 
now, to defend ms "MajCst) s m nMirs m ever) measure adopted 
thiswm,piond d sotnebod\ imputed ail) thing that was unpropci 
to us, a. in laid '•ome ground which might call for an mquii) I 
was therefore a little Miipu-id to find such a construction put 
upon tny right honourable friend's dc elm ation as l have beaut to- 
night, which was, that he wished ftom <1 iy to da\ to discuss all 
the measures of administration during the wan I should be glad 
to know what evidence 1 it is of guilt for a man to eieny a charge 
which is exhibited against him, and to argue upon the plum un- 
derstanding of it, without any formal inquiry, which can never 
alter the facts that ate obvious to all who see and hear ? '1 his is 

the common- place course with which loose charges of this kind 
are attempted and have foi the last hundred )cars been attempted 
to be supported upon these occasions, and they arc generally 
maintained with a degree of vehemence in declamation, which is 
proportioned only to then weakness in point of reason A loose, 
unconnected charge is made , and then, because those who are ac- 
cused by it assign reasons why it should not occup) the tine of the 
house, the paity accused is immediately pronounced guilty. — I do 
not complain of this : the honourable gentleman has main prece- 
dents to plead in favoui of this mode of aigumcnt, and I am not 
without some authontics on the part which I take m opposing 
him , neither is the honourable gentleman to take it for granted, 
that the public will think he is right, because he alleges that 
he is so, noi am I to expect a favourable sentiment in my behalf, 
on account of what I uige m vindication of ministers the impar- 
tial part of the public will judge from the asseitions of neither, 



1*4 


MR PITTS 


[Is or -r» 

but fairly on facts between both Let it not be understood* that 
I admit there is anv general rule to decide a question like this 
all that the house cun do now is to consider whether they will 
tbnt what they hare already demo was v, remg that will be the 
case if they go Into a committee to inquire into what they hare 
already determined for that is the case w most of the points to 
which the honourable gentleman refen 

The honourable gentleman has alladed to former wan, not only 
a* to the force employed in them bat also to the expense with 
which they were attended In the first place we should consider 
that as to the articlo of expense that has been in a progresure. 
state of advancement for the lost forty y con it Is found to be w 
in all the common and ordinary affaire of life and therefore it 
would been extraordinary thing if the expense of war which con 
wat* in paying for articles of use in common life were exempt from 
ml son cement more than other things arc Tho army and the 
navy are fed like other men and most of the expenses of a milt* 
lory station are like other expenses^ formed chiefly 4© common 
articles of consumption But what 11 rather cunous b that ths 
honourable) gentleman says we baTC double the force we had in a 
former war to which be alluded and yet ho aflects to be surprised 
at the expense U*in 0 double although upon ha own reasoning, the 
lame force ought to be allowed double the expert* Such b the 
argument of the honourable gentleman, and that is what he c«Us 
a ctmclusne argument. The honourable gentleman thinks our 
present military e*tabli»hmcnt too much and yet I base beard 
him and those with whom he has been in the habit of acting,sute 
with some animation the prodigious exertions which France had 
made m the lace of all the po wer s of Europe who eppo'ed her 
] hn\e often cotndcrcd those efforts of the l ranch cxsggcratrd 
pretty much in itm bon* but 1 always thought and I hsr* 
never attempted todi*guweit that France from It* very stat ur 
favourable a it was to any useful purpov had adranrngn o»rr 
ethers m tho way of rot»m„ forces f r tho support of th wsr 
The whole of their rexcluiiuevy policy was well adapted tu tM* 
end i and m>w r alihou h the objects which acre pretended tu l< 
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jn view from that revolution are gone aw ay, yet it possesses that 
Strength in a considerable degree for the purpose of violent efiorts 
Tor the violent principle of taking, without legal d either to jus- 
tice or to policy, still remains in full force , they are still ui a state 
to lay violent hands on any propel ty they can find, for the pur- 
pose they want, und men they put in requisition wherever they 
are wanted. This has made me feel, and I have repeatedly said, 
that, m respect to sudden efforts to gain their object by foice, they 
ha\e an advantage over every legitimate government in Europe, 
and therefore it is not a matter of wonder that their exertions have 
sometimes surpassed any that were made under the reign of Louis 
the Fourteenth But although this be the case, will any man tell 
me, that, because France has such means of making gieat exer- 
tions by violence, we, having to contend with such an enemy, arc 
culpable because their violence is gigantic , and that it must be 
said that our affans are ill-directed because we have not had twice 
the success we had in former wars, since wc had twice the force 
we had in a former war? All this is insisted upon, as if the 
French force was not at all augmented, whereas the very argu- 
ments of the honourable gentleman, and indeed all others on the 
same side with him, have ahvays had for their basis the tremen- 
dous force of the French, It is then asked, what have we done 
in the present war? I would answer, “You have given your 
enemy considerable annojance, and might have done more, if 
others had adhered to the cause as you have done" There was 
a time when, if the combination bad in all Us parts been as true 
to its profession, and as steady to the general mtciest, as it is your 
glory to have been, you might have made, in conjunction altoge- 
ther, a formidable attack m tbe interior of France — there was a 
time when, m my opinion, that might have been done, but it did 
not happen that the oppoitumty was seized as it might have been „ 
what then ? It will hardly be said that the fault of neglecting it 
is imputable to his Majesty's numsters Why then, under these 
circumstances, and m this condition of things, I would 'ask, what 
othei object had vve to look to, but that of endeavouring td dimi- 
nish the force of tl\e enemy ? I do not mean to dwell on this 
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There is one objection which tbo hononmhio gentleman hot 
stated to the conduct of bts Majesty s rnimsten, and I admit, W 
there is an) ground for it they ought not only to be cemurtd 
but this house ought, without any diheae), or apprehension for 
tho present condition of things to eddresj hi* Majesty to daml j 
them from hn service at oncei that is that hts Majesty s ml 
miters form an obstacle to the attamnh.nt of 6 safe and honour 
able pence — That wo are to look for tbi« more fiom ourselves 
than from oor allies is unqcstionnbly true but what peace is it 
that wc are to make ? The honourablo gentleman says, wc hate 
no security with regard to our albes let us suppose fortheiska 
of tho argument that wc have not what then is to follow f That 
tre arc to trj to obtain pence at all events ? Shall wc tell Buom 
parte that we hast) no confidence in our allies and that therefore 
wc m h to treat with him for pence ? I say No ! I say if I had 
no conGdencc in our allies 1 would not mako that bnrable sup- 
plication for peace I would at worst put forward the best ro 
source of this countiy to maintain the contest until we should be 
able to obtain a wife and honourable peace and I am persuaded 
that enuring Grit l*- not the waj to obtain an honourable peace 
Having ^Id this, I will add lythe wuj that when gvntlcovcn 
tnlh of pence I cannot persuade myself lliey mean an) but a 
■nd honourable one and )ct to bring forward Into debate In this 
home topics which arc calculated to impress upon tranches at 
borne and our enemies abroad on idea ibat we an di tressed 
an 1 that wc distrust oar government I cannot help thinking n * 
mode but ill adapted io the accomplishment of that object It 
was indeed if the 1 uuvr adopted this motion, th way to male tho 
ptople dislru t ami our turmuj drpis our ^tnrmroeni As to 
the conduct of our all) tb mperor 1 svdlj-cpeat what 1 bad oc 
m ton lo state on a f miwr ni^Ut l sat 1 1 had no Uea, that pn- 
slou to tl e battle of Mating* there was an) intmUoa on behalf 
of lut Imperial Mtjnt) to enter una t tirwal of ne^ocmtlon with 
Invitee s^pani vl> ami dt tincllv I did didinctljr state that at 
anl from that p-n 1 the Tint Consul of France mode sow fro- 
iwW for tbai purpose j that, previous to the battle of Jlartrjs* 
4 



1300] PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 3-29 

there was a proposal made to Ins Imperial Majesty , but (h it tin le 
was not an) disposition shewn in the whole of ihnt tune, in the 
court of Vienna, to make n sop, unto ponce. I do declare that l 
believe we have the whole intelligence that belongs to that subject, 
nor have I the least distrust of the sincerity of Im Imperial M i- 
jesty in refusing to enter into a separate negoci itioii Suae that 
time wc hare assurances from the court of \ imin, of the most 
rigid adherence to the same pnnciplc of refusal to cntoi into a se- 
parate negoemtion, and to pursue the tame plan ns that on which 
that refusal v as founded, I st.itcd this the other night to come 
up to the 4th of November I am able now to cmrj the am * in- 
telligence to a later period by a few da^s, that is up to the f)th cf 
Nov ember. I have no reason to distrust tile sincerity of the pro- 
fessions of Ins Imperial Majesty, ns comejed In that intelligence. 
So stands that pari of the case upon our alliance with Austria. 
Butd know also, that great anil cvtraoulinnry exertions have been 
made I should add, that I will not make myself a guarantee 
for what ma^ hereafter happen , I will not be answerable, for I 
cannot prophesy what new events may happen, or whcthei any or 
what ovcr-ruling necessity may change either the conduct or the 
councils of the court of Vienna. I can only say, that ns far as [ 
have known, and I have no reason to distrust my information, the 
court of Vienna is hitherto explicit. If I should be disappointed 
in my expectation, I can only say I cannot lulp it, but hitheito 
I have no reason to think I shall. The question theiefme is, 
what is prudent for us to do in the prosecution of tins contest f Is 
say, the wisest course we can take is to pri serve the character tliitt 
we have for honour and good faith, on which may yet depend the 
safety of Europe, v 

I should now come, m ordei, to the parenthesis of the honour- 
able gentleman on the state of our constitution. But, first, lor 
the sake of connexion on the subject of our allies, I will say a 
word or two respecting the Empoior of Russia. Concerning the 
cnibaigo, to which the honouiablc gentleman has alluded, though 
I have received no information on die subject, I am disposed to 
believe the intelligence true, paiticularly as \vc know that not 

ypp. Jy. £ 
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long ago a similar measure was adopted an embargo was laid on 
end taken off m a few daw — a circumstance b? no means unlikely 
to take place on tie prc»ent occasion W batever may hare die 
tated this rash and precipitate step this much I can sa\ that no- 
thing on the conduct of this government ever pare any cause why 
the magnanimity of the Emperor Paul should so suddenly have 
been withdrawn from the confederacy in which his co-opera (i on 
must hare been attended with to much benefit to Europe and 
that no ground of difference bus ever trusted between the t»o go- 
vernments in any point* upon which any variety of opinions can 
take place in this country 

And now 1 come to observe upon the stale of our constitution, 
as it was aliodrd to Cv the honourable gentleman It a a pokt 
on which I foci it would be improper for mo to say much fur it 
has been discussed over and over ogam in this house I contend 
that provisions have been adopted for the preservation of the con 
•titution which but for such provisions would have been destroy 
ed an l the honourable gentleman would not to-night havo hero in 
this boose to expaunti upon these topics, nor should 1 havcVsn 
here to nnsvrrr him As to the influence of the cruwn 1 *01 
only fay that its morose is a topic often nsorted to for the pur 
po-ei of declaration \ but l can hardly think that any man tv r 
scnomly regards it ns matter for alarm but even supposing it 
to be incnnin^, which I deny then, ceitmnly is oo Deers' ity 
for going into a committee of the whole hoc*c tc cottvuhr 
of the Hate of tin- nnUon m order to consider of that subject, 
there Is if n'CC’isnry, a much more compendious way < f aniwO 
•t it 

fhj next point to nbich the honours! te gentleman »d cited 
was )l at ot th stiinrv nt of Cnvnce and l| c intmi.il state of the 
country particularly the j tier of com \* lo the corn I find ^ 
borwumUe penUrmsn wi he* to inculcate this as an txtnblnLctl 
ptinciple that the war H the pnncipnl enuv ni the h b price if 
provtsi tu f r whteh he »mu l three emit s i the incruvw of t* f 
ccnmoptin omin fum wa te fairly of ihe airnv andM'7t 
the Inenu o rl i\p oh fcort poportat n j and tl r tr/om** t* *t 
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the issue of paper 1ms occasioned, which 1ms arisen from the sto] - 
page of the Bank fiom payment m specie These wcie the points, 
and the last was the principal one on which he dwelt Now, 
upon each of these I shall make some general observations, but 
ns I did on the first day of the session, so I shall at the presept mo- 
ment, avoid detail upon these topics, paitJy because a mmutemss 
an geneial is dr} .and tedious, and partly because I speak in the 
healing of many who have better judgments than I have, especially 
on the subject of papei moneji The pieliminary observations are, 
llmt there is waste in the consumption ot the army and navy, 
there is great expense in impoitation from abroad , and theic is ft 
dcpieciation in the relative value of the circulating medium bj the 
jnciease of the paper First, I will observe, that all these causes 
me not peculiar to the present year , foi, many of them have been 
stated to exist in as great, and some of them iu agicater degrge 
than they do at present. In the years 179 S and 1799? "e had a 
^greater number of gulitnry forces than we have at present , and as 
to the stoppage of the payment of the bank, that stoppage has 
taken place for some time, and the difhrcnce between the paper 
calculating medium of that time and the present is very inconsider- 
able As to the taxes, which are supposed most to ppgrate to 
raise .the price of articles, there are none of them that Lear Jmrd 
upon the farmer, aild can therefoie have no lirrfhcdiute effqct on 
the puce of corn None of these can have been the great cause 
of the high price of piovisions, because, when these ,w r cre at theur 
.height, provisions were infinitely cheaper than they are at present $ 
nor can the war be the cause of the price, because the taxes have 
Been felt as seveiely as they aic now, (vvjthin about 400,000/* 
rvhich was added lastyeai,) and yet the high price of provisions 
was not known when all these causes operated 

Here Mi;. Pitt took a view of-the beneficial effects of the land-tax 
Redemption bill, the operation of the sinking fund, and the policy 
of raising supplies within the year, as had been done by the assessed 
taxes and the income bill, which he considered indeed as a solid 
system of finance, but which he did not apprehend would become 
peipctual m time of peace, as the honourable gentleman had stated. 
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for It was capable ofxnodiCcation as It now stood and It foul! 
perhaps be prudent after a given interval of peace to relax Its 
promt exaction it would otherwise to tome mpecU -chio^o 
its character, bang only a war tax however, opportunities weald 
occur hereafter to cawjder these topics. As to exchequer bills he 
had to observe that they ought not to be considered as currency 
except such of them a* were of short doles- It was much talked 
of that (he exchequer hills were a man of paper which sets fnja 
nous to the public hut thw year Urey bad been circulated *1 a 
premium instead of a di -count which tbev tmmlly uero at this, 
he contended proved beyond dispute that the market was not M 
the honourable gentleman contended, o\er*tocVed mth a circu- 
lating medium f jr j f that * ere so these bills could not posdWj 
bo at a premium they must of nccessUr be at a discount from 
these points the honourable gentlpman bad given a general state of 
the finance of the country He did not conecivo tliat thh xra* a 
time for going into o minute detail upon this subject and be 
thought the bouse would ftxl no difficulty in deciding that it w*t 
not tveemsary to go Into a committee on the statu of the nation m 
order to impure into these things for many of them had already 
not only been discussed generally but paiticubuly and very rnocb 
in detail in a ex mm tt i- of the wl ol borne various rcinlutiocs 
had been founded on them nnd there had not been offered in tbit 
discussion nuv thing that ought to change the sentiments of the 
house upon the sulyect 

But the bonournblo gentleman hrul mado one oh*ervalfon 
which mailed pxiucular attention be had stated, b\ way of 
alternative that either the proem system must ronneae, and 
tire bank payment in specie rrtnmlu sn pend *d (wlilrh he sari 
would b\ nnd by tuln the country altogether) or »lv* tie 
link should frsumc its potmen in cash, nnd tlreo it would lo 
impo* die to n rtlnue the c relent Sow this vrns a dihmma hi 
ninth he hepej the house wimld nevrt Cod tUt country Me 
hoped and trust rd that wo were neltlxre rtduml tottre erne war the 
ntfer of th o-t«o potot but that we sh nlld l-e ol It* t^ curtiflOe 
that system by width we had t»fbvrv> avoided danj-rt, end that 
were Lx from Idn,, caJer any rerrsily ot cfcangl *g ft: i 
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belic\ctlie house w ould adopt an v such doctrine ns tins, they would, 
on the contrary, explode it, for the tendency of it was to piocluun 
to the enemy our nubility to continue the contest, m which our 
existence as a ftee nation wax at stake. A feeling was always 
ready to manifest itself on the considciation of this subject, which 
Tequncd no aid fiom the eloquence of my man, the hare state- 
ment ofit was suflicunt. In one word, the motion of the honour- 
able gentleman contained a naked pinposition, which was tins — 
*' Whether the house would now, w illicit reason, abandon a pro- 
position which tluv had so often, and with the best icason, 
adopted, and uniformly acted upon?” As to the calculation ot 
the probable expense of continuing the war, he should not now 
go into it, he was of opinion that it could not he materially 
different from that which itteiided it the lastycai, nor was this 
any thing of a icason tor going into a committee on the state of the 
n ition 

I 'therefore submit, Mi Pitt continued, that, upon thcvdiolc of 
wlmt has been laid before the house to-night, I have said enough to 
satisfy it, that upon none ot the giounds stated by the honourable 
gentleman is he justifh d in calling upon ibis house to institute an 
inquiry into the state of the nation , that much of what the honour- 
able gentleman 1ms stated to-night arises out of mattci •which has 
been discussed oicr and o\cr again, and well decided , that Ins facts 
arcmispluced , and that, as far as he proceeds on reasoning, his ma- 
soning is fallacious and thci eforc do I conclude, that there js no just 
ground laid before you for a committee to inquire into the state of 
the nation That is the general giound of opposition which I state 
on the one hand — on the other, I say that the internal state of 
the country requires your attention in a special manner to other 
topics, and that your time ought not to be consumed in unneces- 
sary discussions upon points which lead to no practical conclu- 
sion , that you will have a committee up stall’s, which will take due 
care of the most immediate intei ests of the country^ at this impor- 
tant crisis , that this motion leads to no immediate or 1 emote ud- 
rantage , that it may do mischief, by holding out encouragement 
to the enemy, and by causing a diffidence, if not despondency, ill 
r ; " K 3 
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the people of this counts by teaching tin m to to pect that them 
Si something in tbcstnte of the notion which nohnnn^ — for which 
there i ho foundation For all these reasons I do gm. ms tlccitW 
opposition to this motion 

Th* motion wu nr^jaircd ; 

Ay« >7 
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Ttlruary 0, 1 SOI 

D»» at* on the addfen t J think* to hii M jetty ft* hi* mon gncloo 
Speech on opening the nr' Hoc. 

Th addret* hang roorc-d by >>tr W itldn WtBums Wynne xod *«ocnkd by 
^ir CornwalS*, 

Mr Grey proposed the f Harrlng amendment i— 

* \mJ that th berate r»il proceed nrth *11 poedhle drtpaidt to mike mch 
hnpjbte* Into th tener»l «ute f the niton but more c-pcetiDy Into the 
coodua of the wir mod tel ernr ndmoo wrtk Coieljn power* n may rttthl* 
«* t offer t hu hi Jewy «och cl rice a* m may .think rao»t corn! care to the 
honour of hi crown ttxl the eeomi interest* of hi* people. 

M Snd f«ml t t »vrc hi* M jerty that If, omnx 10 “T t rB r rtt 88 
rca'onahte p eten ten* oe th« pirt of the enemy peac* car-oct be obtained at 
rtKh t nm a are coed tent with vcninty j if tlv nprca - m iakcn mhkb hi* 
M yr»ty ha carretrd to be ende to th conn of Pctmhurjh, Jo cotJM’qnmw 
of I he cut J pc' commuted ijaiir*t the itlji pto p c ny and per»»*i of hi »ub 
Jrttr, hare n*-t nr tel ed ihit reparation wl kh i)* tmaro of ibe ca e rc^ I nt 
and if the «£IT met which appear unhappily the irwn b<T » ceO L3< 
M yrrtj and the other North rn Powm,ar* of turn re whl h pinto f * te> 
mttEi t dccWao j and th* tetpo *{WI ty of any ct]brt*Lks adjustment render* 
Thw of K rt extended mn teonuLte wr wdl glre hi Mijoty ercryttip* 
pci v»U b it. luciot of the twtttfy can afford j In the jmt hop* and crr.fi 

ter that tr* it }ct j pat mat cart for *L wetfjrr of hi p-*opV« wit! lad-KC 
hm j id m*l 1> mr or ai ►lull pcernH hcortfarwirJ a ca'amlloy wait 
of th ir mrerte/; frtrjtb and r*-onrco,«*«fttr by bnycurWept and torfTtC 
twl jrrje t> or fcy promt Orel ttr.ee todpnfa ten j and ahull rrn c * Wir* 
ard 'oCvti a* m ktrUhjoc/ilndrafrMn^ond-f the *t**ainyt*J dllE ohret r* 
wheeb tiny nr now LimiI 


<re eru p* 
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Mr Pitt then rose 

Sir, in ming to make some observations u^on what has fallen 
from the honourable gentleman, f I cannot avoid noticing a curi- 
ous pioposition which he advanced in the eaily part of Ins speech, 


* “ Jldy Lords and Gentlencn , 

“ At a crisis so important to the interests of my people, I derive great sa- 
tisfaction from being enabled, for the first time, to avail myself of the advice 
and assistance of the parliament of my United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland 

“This memorable tera, distinguished by the accomplishment of a measure 
calculated to augment and consolidate the strength and resources of the em- 
pire, and to cement more closely the interests and affections of my subjects, , 
will, I trust, be equall) marked by that vigour, energy, and firmness, which, 
the circumstances of our present situation peculiarly require 

“ The unfortunate course of events on the continent, and the consequences 
which must he expected to result from it, cannot fail to he matter of anxiety 
and concern to all who have a just feeling for the security and independence 
of Europe 

“ Your astonishment, as well as your regret, must be excited by the con- 
duct of those powers, whose attention, at such a period, appears to be more 
engaged in endeavours to weaken the naval force of the British empire, which 
has hitherto opposed so powerful an obstacle to the inordinate ambition of 
Trance, than in concerting the means of mutual defence against their common 
and increasing danger 

“ The representations which I directed to be made to the court of Peters- 
burgh, m consequence of the outrages committed against the ships, property, 
and persons of my subjects, have been treated with the utmost disrespect , and 
the proceedings of which I complained have been aggravated by subsequent 
acts of injustice and violence 

“ Under these citcumstances, a convention has been concluded by that court 
with those of Copenhagen and Stockholm, the object of which, as avowed by 
one of the contracting parties, is to renew their former engagements for esta- 
blishing, by force, a new code of maritime law, inconsistent With the rights 
and hostile to the interests of this country 

“ In this situation, I could not hesitate as to the conduct which it became me 
to pursue I have taken the earliest measures to repel the aggressions of this 
hostile confederacy, and to support those principles which are essential to the 

f Mr Grey 
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nod \riilch be uprated toward* the cotrclimon of it, but with Itu 
cucfulrncc, viz, that the rruoonty in tha boose in point of fact 
speak the *ctt>c of Umj majority of the people Upon what ground 

mahttcioocc of cor coral l en g th end which axe grounded ta the tyrtem of 
public Iin *o long ouhluhrcl and reengnracd la Korop c. 

u 1 hi * at the tact time, pTen inch unnocn u mardfot my dkpod 
floa to rcrew my indent rela-dan* wkh thoae powen whenever it can be dee f 
cen latently with the hooocr of my crown, and with a ]**t l e gard to tia 
«fety of my *nb}etti. \oa will, I am pmuadtd, omk Do thio x oc your fart 
t htt can afford me the tco.t r^oroot and effect aal tapport In tny Grm deter 
miration to rcnictam, to the inno*t, agifcnt every attach, the naval rijtu and 
the inicrert* of my empire. 

« Gutlmrm ■ J lit Hutu tf Ctrutttu 

1 fur* directed the eulmaita for the teveral be mth q of the pubBc aavlec 
fo be Wd before jo« deeply u l borer-t the cootinaed Detroit y adding la 
the berden* of my people 1 am penoaded yea will fed with me the import 
ante of prcmdlog effectual mean* for tboae exmkau which trv bdhpemJbJy 
tejurfU (or the honour tndaecnrfey of the coantry — 

* My LtrJj *mJ GrttUm/n 

“lira confident that ^ or deEbemkc* will be oalfjmdy directed t» the 
grtit object of Imprcvtng the benefit* of that happy Union, which, by the U ex- 
am g f Providence h*» naw been effected [ and of promoting to the vtmovC, 
the pro* ferity of cTery part of my dorainkvn. 

“ \ oo wQl, I demba not ranac the Impfine* whkh were to dUfjently pro* 
aecnted hi the U»t tec Jon of pu-UimrtH at to the be* meant Of rtBeving my 
•object* from the fet n art of the pro m t high pr i ce of prorhiom j and of pre- 
venting u fir at It can be dnne by human ferwfjht, the recurrence of thnfiaf 
«tfi -nbiet. I* the* ctdeaTotm and m every menace that cm comribete t* 
thehappmeu ef my people, th* great cud of all ny wnhq, yoa may bcaoared 
of my cotiEil coocartroce. 

"l c» tojyrdy on my i nmrg rayudf of the a/’uevt rpp ortaiu ey which tbi'd 
affeed a prtwpctt of tMtnmixLn the preamt cootew cm grotmdi c ont inen t whk 
oa/Kcmity and honour yd wuh the maiatecanec ef thene ernntid mho c* 
Vib th ooriaval rtrropb rent* abrapprirdpaCy depend. \ 

It will afford nw the tnmi end mo*l hoanfcU aamlietlce wt tnew rr tH 
d**powt»o’i cf at rae^vwt ihall tnaLle me thu* to restore ta the of oy 

t rj hir—dem thahrrvrg cf prj-e ltd tlurr Uy tor-firm *od Mjtnetl 
th ** *d aru^rt which rtrdt from oor lattrrul utt*ai&*j *>1 which, err* 
an -r» iH the «££hn~tei uf war hat* timed w to peat ao extrnt ihr ajti- 
parulaet Jt*. <n am tr et, and r-renw* U ihi roonoy." 

3 
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(lie honourable gentleman Las made that asscition, I am utterly 
incapable of gutting, but if it be true, iveiy one ot those gicat 
mid honourable elicits by winch, in the course ot nine y cars, wo 
haie secured tlie independence and exalted the chancier of this 
country, which June enabled us to withstand the dangers and vi- 
cissitudes of this most niduous contnt, which lime afforded the 
means of security to Europe, ut the same tune that they h ive hi- 
tiieito saved this countiy fiom the calamities which hn\c visited 
almost all the rest of the globe — if, I say , the honourable gentle- 
man’s proposition be true, then .all these noble efforts hn\c bet n 
made for nine years, not only without the consent, but against the 
opinion of a majority of this house and of this countiy . Before 
the honouiablc gentleman can establish that proposition, he must 
convince the majority that they ought now to act in direct oppo- 
sition to every principle upon which then conduct has luthcito 
been founded , and I confess I do not expect that be will succeed 
in such an attempt. I do not believe there are miy r among us who 
sut in this house in the last session of parliament, who do not ic- 
colloct the 'discussions which took place upon every subject v Inch 
the honourable gentleman has commented upon in his speech, (ex- 
cept one, which forms the more immediate question before the 
house, and to which I shall come by T -and-by ,) I do not believe, I 
say, that any of these gentlemen can lightly forget the opinion* 
which they formed, and the principles upon which they acted. I 
do not believe, bn, (being one of those who think .is highly as my 
honourable fnends who moved and seconded the motion foi the 
address, of that important measure which 1ms consolidated the 
strength of the empire), that these honourable gentlemen whom vve 
have tins day, for the first time, the happiness of seeing among us, 
mil disappoint the sanguine expectations that we foimcd of bene- 
fits to Tcsult from that impoitanl event I am sure they have 
brought with them the same zeal, and the same principles which 
have supported us against an host of enemies These gentlemen 
have lmd, m another place, the severe duty imposed upon them ot 
contending with jacobinism on their own soil, and I am sure they 
would not wish to infuse that timidity' into us, the least miiture of 
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which would Ua\e been certain mm to them Wbatonrr may be 
dir confident language nbicb the honourable gentleman may think 
proper to uy> upon tlm occasion, I cannot but believe tlmt the 
present u n proper Umo f>r the discussion of that great nod im 
portant question which ii prepared for w by ereats, which w* 
could not control but which we must meet 
Tin honourable gentleman bus in the course of hi* speech In 
troduccd he i oral topics which ho says have been frequently drt 
cussed l>ef a and which he expresses* his hope will again be in 
vestigaU.'d Lpon both these ground*, I era not disposed to 
troubl the house at length upon any of these subjects, at prr 
lent 1 here u, indeed but one now question beforo the house 
I in -Tin that which has been announced to us io bis Mojotj * 
most gran us speech fiom the throne respecting our differences 
wub the Northern psnr rj. Sir I raa t confers that tbo manner 
In which iho hon jurat 1 gentleman has treated crcry jart ofthW 
subject ha* really filled mo with nstoiibbracot both wlicn I coo- 
s»d r the p ru ml plan of his speech and the particular statement* 
into wblcb be w nt in support of bis argument. 1 be honourable 
gentleman thun^ht it n 0 hl in the first place toexprrs* bis doubts 
uf the justice of our claim unlit respect to neutral vewds and in 
tbc ncM \ lace (which appeured to roc fully as singular) to qo« 
lion tbc importance of the point now at i six Hut though tl* 
bunourabl gmilinno uemed di posed to entertain doubts on 
| inis uptn «h eh I Uliesu tb tc is hardly another nyvn to bo 
loun l in tlm country who would I osltate for n nmrarnl t there 
w r utlirr p< rot upon which hr. mmd npj eared to lx free from 
i\ jwbt and hi «, lOt ti cc b\^ letcl) made up If after a full dli 
cow n of tins question it should appear that tin claim which this 
Country has made is fouud d m the clearest and roost Indisputable 
ju 1 ee — if it *1 ouid U pros d that our pr-otn nay our roj 
e\i>teitc n a uitKin and c cry thing that bus mr* 1 ns t tb 
esull I Mtuation which we hoJJ dip»nd upoa our jo* r* m r and 
rwrei ing tl >s— if l as all tbi shoul 1 be prosrd uj the inuii 
»&ti»f^ctmy waiui r Mill tie L nnuraltc „ ntkrooo is prvy^rtd 
nr ouily to ikcUtt in this house, that sucb me il*c circtimst ne s 
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in winch we stand, that we ought publicly and explicitly (o state 
to the w oild that we aic unequal to the contest, and that ut must 
quietly give up for ever an unquestionable right, and one upon 
which not only our charactei, hut our vtry existence as a nian- 
timc power depends This is the conduct which the honoutable 
gentleman advises us to pursue at once, without determining, with- 
out investigating, whether it is compatible with our snieiy. I 
really find much difficulty, Sn, in leconcilmg this language to that 
sort of spirit which the honourable gentleman talks of in anolhei 
pan of bis speech, m which he says, he is fai irom wishing to' 
make the country despond — [Mi Giey here said aoioss the table, 
that he had been misunderstood.] — Sir, I am stating what the ho- 
nourable gentleman^ said, and I shall be happy to find that he did.' 
not mean what he said. 

I shall now, Sir, endeavour to follow the honourable gentle- 
man through his aigument, as fai as I can recollect it, upon the 
important question of the Northern confedeiacy In following 
the ordei which he took, 1 must begin with Ins doubts, and end 
with his' certainties, and I cannot avoid observing, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman was smgukily unfortunate upon this subject, 
foi he cntcitaincd doubts where theie was not the slightest ground 
for hesitation and he contrives .to make up his mind to absolute 
ceitainty, upon points m "winch both aigument and fact are de- 
cidedly against him That pait of the question upon which the 
honourable gentleman appears to bd involved in doubt, is With re- 
spect to the justice o^oui claim in regard to neutral vessels In 
commenting upon this pan of the subject, the honourable gen- 
tleman gave us a lesson in politics, which is moic rcmaihablc for 
-its soundness than its novelty, viz that a nation ought not to en- 
force a claim that is not founded in justice, and that nothing 
would be found to be consistent with true policy that was not con- 
founable to stnct justice 1 thought, however, I heard the ho- 
nourable gentleman in another part of his speech, wlieie he was 
arguing the question of the expediency and piopncty of our nego- 
ciating a sepaiate peace with France, contend that no considera- 
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rionof good Wth to Austria ought to prevent u* from entering 
into ktich-a negoaation, — [Mr Grey mid bo bad not l.ud that 
down ns a principle but rociely with rrtpect to the drenm 
stance* under which we stood with rcgnrd to Auitm j— 
I am glad to hear the honourable g» ntlcman contradict me 
hat I certainly understood him to say so lam also glad to find, 
that when the issue of fact is found against him be hi* no de- 
murrer in reserve upon the principle Upon tho justice how 
ever of our claim the honourable gentleman states himself to be 
wholly in doubt There u, Sir in general a decree of modesty 
in doubting that conciliates very much and it man is seldom in 
diced to bear hard upon on antagom t whose attack does not ex 
ceod the limits of a doubt But Sir when a gentleman doubts 
that which has been radUputabh established f >r more than a cen 
tury — when be doubts that which has been an acknowledged 
principle or law in oil the tiibunak of the kingdom which are 
■lone eompet nl to decide upon the subject and which parifa 
meat has constantly known them to act upon — when he dnubtt 
principle* which the ablest end wisest statewuen ba\c uniformly 
■d ipted — I say Sir the doubt that calk in question principle* » 
rsUlili»hcd without offering the slightest ground for so ddng, 
shews n great deal of that pert pmumplioo which as often OJ 
modesty leads to scepticism I whh to a k every gentkmao la 
the hoU'* whether it has not been always known that such w*l 
the pnnciplr upon which our court* were netin p from the coot 
mracnnmi of the present war up to the moment that I am rpcak 
Ing? I ink whither that principle has m* brm maintained in 
etetywmri Let me at the same time *ik whether ra t be count 
©1 the speeches of the gentlemen on the other side of the loo*© 
any one t <pic of alarm ha* U-en omitted which either fan could 
farm b or ingenuity supply f J believe I shall not Le mMwered 
in the negvtise and ytl 1 Ulirve ! may safely a sett that It never 
occurred to any efte mtmUrto intmne the difilcultW ©f the 
Country by lUtlo,, a doul t upon the question of ri„ht and it 
win be a moil ilnjuUr Circumitancr, that the beneuraUe gecik- 
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man and lus fucnds, should only have begun to doubt when our 
funnies are ready to begin to combat. But though I have heard 
doubts expressed upon a subject on which it appeared to me that 
a doubt could haidly have entered the jumd of an Englishman, I 
)i,ue not heard one word to shew on what giouqd there can exist 
a .doubt upon t)ic justice of our claim — a claim which, until this 
house decides the contraiy, I shall consider .is part of the law of 
the land , for I coBSidei the man tune law, and the law of nations, 
as acted .upon in our courts, to be part of. the law of the land. 
I speak in the presence of some learned gentlemen who are con- 
\eisant in the piacuce of the courts to which I allude, and who, 
I am sure, will contiadict me if I state that which is incorrect. 
I ask any of these learned gentlemen, whether they would suffer 
the principle, upon which out claim rests, to be called in question 
an any of their courts? But when we come to considei this 
question as appljing to the contest in which we may be engnged, 
there are so many considerations that are decisive upon the sub- 
ject, thaf I am really cominccd by the mannei in which the 
honourable gentleman tieatcd it, that his doubts have all arisen 
fiom his not having looked into the question. 

There are two ways in which this subject is to be considered ; 
the fiist is, what has been the general law of nations upon this 
subject, independent of any particular treaties which may have 
been made ? , The next is, how far any piecise treaties aflect it, 
with lcgaid to the particulai powers who aie the objects of tho 
pieshnt dispute? With respect to the law r of nations, I know 
that the principle upon which wc are now acting, and foi which 
I am now contending, has been universally admitted and acted 
upon, except in cases wheie it has been restiamcd or modified by 
particular tieatics between diffcient states And here 1 must ob- 
serve, .that the honourable gentleman has fallui into the same 
crroi which constitutes the great fallacy in the reasoning of the 
- pdvocatcs for the Northern powers, namely, that every excep- 
tion from the general law by a particulai ticaty, proves the law 
to be as it is stated in that ticat) , whereas the very circumstance 
»f making an exception by treaty, proves what the general law of 
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mdom would be if no inch treaty were math (q modify- or alter 
H The honourable gentleman allades to the treaty made be- 
tween t hi* count ry and fraocc in the year 1787 knoun by the 
TW.nr' of the commercial treaty Ir\ that treaty it (xrtaralv *1* 
stipulated that in tire crcnt of Gnat Britain being enjnjjrd in a 
war end France being neutral 1J10 should Late tbb ed\anta 3 e 
now cUimed and tier vena but thr honoUril le gentleman 
confesv^ that lie recoil 'ct* that the my tame ol jcction wa> ma !e 
ot that time and an* fully amaerrd and that it wa* clearly 
proved that no part of our stipulation in that treaty tended to a 
dereliction of the principle for which wo ore pow contendin' 
Jle*idc*, when it t* considered how for the interests of ihn cmiu- 
try nm be implicated in o nasal war id which Fiance ts neutral 
it will not aft rd any proof either thnt we consiHrrvd the principle 
a* unimportant or that *> gnre it up I could without In th« 
•lightest degree weakening the cau*o which I nra crulcaseuringto 
support giro to the honourable gentleman all the berr'fit he can 
jxjvwbly denvc from the commercial ttratr with France and 
from particular treaties with other *tote» and I should be glad p* 
Inn* wirat ad Milage he could denve flora such an odnuttbuu 
Tf he could sbo* treaties with any gitcn number of tatr« fttiU 
if there were nn\ itate tn La rope wnh whom no *uch treat) wv* 
in existence wnh that Mate the law of nation* such ns lam new 
c <ot rating f r mu»t be in full forcr ^nll imm u will hr *! 
lowed t me that if there 11 ons nation tint l«a f ubortm to be a 
partv nJ th sc trrutie, that maintain J ll r* prmnjle and has en* 
ftxcrd it rights; m such a cas*- ra infrronev that can be dnv&n 
from treau -s v uh other putter* can ha e any w right Hte ut 
mo t th bormtr ural lr g ntl man c ul 1 or n jr rut J es n »n that I 
do n t tbit/ ht would be foundry! in JU tier would la. lb i *~tl at 
if iIh re nas cn p r ml ce nsent w ul re j* t t to tl»e pnnnpl w par- 
I raUr tisanes ou hr l» ime *» a gink m lUr cm** But 
whit mil the h nirubl pnileman as if imtodofray itatin^ 
an iroa in**) C0'«‘ I pse to him thu »b* rt an wer if at *itf> 
et i u*v cf th thwe \crt»em p» *rrs *ltb <*h ru *r err at 
prwrt «t «*» ur to*l jrndert if tf Isw f tallies trf ot» 
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uniform practice, and of the opinions of our courts, wc have the 
strict Ultci of engagements by which they aic bound to us? — What 
will he cay , if I shew, that their pie^cnt conduct to us, is as 
much a \iol ition of positive treaties with us, ns it is of the law of 
nations? With rospict to Denmaik and Sweden, nobody lieu, 
I am saie, Ins to U mi that the lieatics of 3 GG 1 and 1670 are 
now in lull ioice, and nobody can read those tieatios without see- 
ing that the right of carrying enemies’ propeity is completely 
given up With regaid to Russia, the right of tins country never 
was given by us It undoubtedly was very much discussed 
during the time that the tuaty of commerce with Russia was no 
goeiatmg, but 1 will not rest my nigunicnt upon negative evi- 
dence In the comcntion signed between Groat Britain and 
Russia at tlie conimnici ment of the present wai, the htt< r 
bound hersdt not merely to observe this pi maple by a convention, 
x (not dene away, unless we have unjustly commenced hostilities 
aga nst hei), but she engaged to use her efiorts to prevent neutral 
powers froln piotecting the commerce of Fiance on the seas oi m 
the ports ol 1-rnncc Laying aside then every othei giound upon 
which I contend that the punciplc I am now maintaining is sup- 
posed, still 1 say', that the treaties with these three powers, Russia, 
Sweden, and Denmark, aio now m full foice, and I ask, whet hi r 
it is possible to suggest any r one ground, upon which it can bo 
contended that those powers are leleascd fiom then engagement* 
to us ? So much foi the justice ol the claim. 

I will not, Sn, take up much more of the time of the house, 
because there will be papers laid befoie the house which will place 
the subject m a clearer point of view than can bo done in the 
course of a debate — but I must say, that with rogaul to these 
powers the case does not stop belt Yhat wall the honourable 
gentleman say if I show him, that in the course of the present 
war, both Denmaik and Sweden have distinctly expressed their 
readiness to agret in that very principle, against which they are 
disposed to contend, and that they fnade acknowledgments to us 
Jot not carrying the claim so fai as Russia was deposed to carry 
“it? What will the honourable gentleman say, if I shew him that 
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Srrcden who m tho yecr 1760 ngrted to the armed neutrality, 
ho* since tlicn been at war hcrwlf and then acted upon a pnnci 
pic directly contrary to that which she agreed to in the year 1760 , 
and to that upon w! tclisbe is now disposed to act ? In the war be- 
tween Swed mi turd Russia the former distinctly acted upon that very 
principle for which no arc now contending What will the ho- 
nourable g-nilctmin iftv If I shew him that in the hut autumn, 
Di-nmaih wuh her fit i U and arsenals at our mercy entered into 
a id mn plruge n it again to send Tcmls with convoy until the 
principle was settled Qnl that notwithstanding tbn solemn 
pledge this state has ci tered into a new convention similar to 
that which was a D reed to in 17601 One of the engag roeot of 
that treaty is that Its stipulations ore to be majntnmed by force 
ot arm Hero then is a nation bound to us by treat) andwbohtu 
recently engaged not en a to sen 1 a convoy ungl tin. point should 
be determined that tell* os shohas eotcrtd into an engagemvfct 
1 y which she a bound to supjiort that pnnciple by force of arm* 
I* tins or is it not war? 1> it not that which, if wo hod not 
heard the honourable gcntl man thu m bt would lend a man to 
think insulted an Lnglwhman 1 v questioning his feelings upon 
the subject? But Sir when oil these circum tanecs arc accom 
pani d 1\ armament prepared at ft period of iho year when 
they think th y 1 ns time for preparation without being exposed 
to oar mi y his Majesty Informs you that their court! ha« 
avow d the pi ncq 1 s of the treats of 1“50, known by the name 
i f the armi d neutrality i but tl en the honourable grntlctnon uy» 
M vu do not know ibeprtcjw term of the prcvnl trial) *nJ 
thcr fire we ou B ht to t kc no steps mini ue arc completely op. 
pruM if its ctitncnts.** It is tior vre do not know the estet 
terms of the tn-nty but I sboul 1 think if «■ drman I to know 
w ether tt ’j have tnadeen-a„ meats wl nh w crmsiderns hmfik 
to our ml rc-ts, und tl ry tell us they l-avr but do not I H cs 
whet cscrptiorv are raa tj in nur favour we ate not I ihenJJ 
t! mV bound to guns tf cm or to gi r them rmJit for theta tot? 
they ate shewn tow II m for w# u! I the honourable gm? <na» 
X Jth Ltt irjuciTt? Mill be us l* at we ou^bt tt» wall tly 
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foi the treaty, fh.it we ought to take no step, until we ha\e read 
it pamgictph bj paragraph, and that then we should acknowledge 
to those powers that we me now' dispirited and not 'piepaiod to 
dispute the point? Docs lie mean that we should give them, 
time to assemble all their forces and enable them to produce 
something like a substitute For the fallen navy of T innee ? Is this 
the conduct which the honourable gentleman would lecommcnd 
to the adoption of this country ? Are we to wait till we see the 
article itself, until we see the seal to the contract of our destruc- 
tion, before we take an} means to insure oui defence ? 

Sir, I will not trouble the house any longer upon the question 
of right, I come now to the question of expedience, and upon 
this part of the subject the honourable gentleman is not so much 
in doubt. The question is, whether we are to permit the navy of 
our eneni} to be supplied and recruited — whether vve are to suflu 
blockaded forts to be furnished with warlike stoics and provisions 
— whether vve are to suffer neutral nations, by lion ting a flag 
upon a sloop, or a fishing boat, to convey the treasures of South 
America to the hai hours of Spam, or the naval stores of the 
Baltic to Biest or Toulon? Are these the propositions which 
gentlemen mean to contend for? I reallj have heard no argu- 
ment upon the subject, yet. [Mr. Shcndan and Dr Lamence 
entered the house togcthci, and sat dow n upon the opposite bench J 
I suppose I shall be answered by-anil -by, as I sec there is an 
accession of new members to the confederacy, who will, I have 
no doubt, add to the seventy and to the length of the contest. I 
w r ould ask, Sir, has there been any period since we have been a 
naval country, in which we have not acted upon this principle? 
The honourable gentleman talks of the destruction of the naval 
power of France, but does he leally believe that her manne would 
have been decieased to the degree that it now is, if, during the 
whole of the war, this very pnnciple had not been acted upon ? 
and if the commerce of Trance had not been destroyed, does he 
believe that, it the fraudulent system of neutrals had not been 
pi evented, her navy would not have been in a very difleient 
voj. av. jr, 
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situation from that in which it now is F Docs not know that 
the naval preponderance which wo bavo by these means acquired, 
ha' given security to thfc. country and has more than »nce eflbrd 
id chances for tho saltation uf Europe? lu the vnrek of tba 
contlm nt and tho disappointment of our hopes there what bos 
been the security of this country but its naval preponderance ? — • 
md if that were once gone the spmt of the country would go 
Tilth it. If we had no other guide if wo htul noth l else to look 
to but tbe experience of the present \rar that done prenet, not 
tho utility but the necessity of maintaining a pnnmplc so impor 
tnnt to the power and even to the existence of tbb country 
There ’eras something rati cr »in n ulnrio the manner in which the 
Vo non ruble gcnltooan commented upon find argued from the 
destruction of the naval power of franco bo says, her rusHw 
is wrw so much weakened tint we rnav now relinquish the 
means by which wo have so neariy destroyed it ami at the very 
tame moment he holds oat tho terrors of an invasion of Ireland 
The honourable gentleman say* We are not now *s we were in 
the year 17 80 shunkm 0 from tho (lech of France and ^pain la 
the channel " but if that was our only excuse for not overling 
the principle in the year 17F0 we 1 jitt; not now happily f v this 
country the inme rcoson for not per»hting in o*jr righto ; and tie 
rjur tion now is whether with Inciccvd proofs of the wcituty 
reacting upon that principle ord with increased nnans of sop* 
fu rtip 0 it we are for «. rrr to give it up? 

As to tl r necei if. of making inquiries into charges which are 
lt> to exhibited ngrunit nay part of the r -induct of lulrnbd* ration* 
and which itn to l* f traded upon a review of their part coo-Iact 
it n nrnonncfd by tLe hommmbli p-ntlerann tl nt we arc to 
them laid Uf re us. We tlull have cpp*rtui ity of di etrtnrj 
them abun tent!) t none cf tbcen t iwh the point nlurh »» rw wt* 
fur ts«i f f the wnvndmmt ns u ttcn<h, w u' i only l« enter 
rvvdlwr f rence to t’ ik topi's 1 think the am ndrrert rat 
cu’atid to ol irurl tho proa edit p of tbn a untry on » Mh ft* 
jjf ty drpvc u Many other t jses dluj ti to by the hoactftabfc 
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gentleman are impoitant, but they arc so only m a secondary de- 
gree I flunk the question of right lit dispute between tis and the 
confedeiuted powers, so eminent!) important, that it claims, at 
this hour, the nndmdcd attention ot this house. As to what has 
been said on othei topics, of the ccnsmes which ought to be cast 
on the counsel we have had any shire in giving, foi the piosecu- 
iton of the war, I Ime the consolation nt f. -lowing what they aic 
likely to be, from a recollection of what th« y have lcptatcdly 
been — that they will most piobably be put in the sojne way, and 
•u ill admit of being answcied in the same v ’y, as they have been 
already answered as often as they vorc b* ought fuiumd, and I 
cannot help flattering myself with the same success I hope also 
that the public will feel, as they have repeated*) tell, that tlx* cala- 
mities which have overspread Europe, and which have atTicled, to 
b certain degree, this country, though much less than an) other, 
have not been owing to nil) defect on oui part, but. lhat we have 
pursued punciples best e dculated for the wclfaie ut human so- 
ciety, the nature and effect of vdncli have been frequentlv com- 
mented upon by those who have opposed and by those who have 
supported these principles, and with whom I have had the honour 
to act, and still have the honour of acting, on which, I say, the 
povveay the security, the honour of this nation has depended, and 
winch, I trust, the perseverance and firmness ot parliament and the 
nation will not cease to pursue, while his Majesty s servants dis- 
charge their duty. 

» 

Mr Grey’s amendment was negatived ; 

Ayes . 65 

Ndcs 245 

And the address was then put and earned 
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Tat order of the AryWpg mi the Hoc^e rewlrtd Itself Into * Ctmruart 
cf X\ p aod M<*an« when Ml Pitt rt*e and addrcoitd the Ctuironn (Mr 
Bngge) i th following effect! 

Sir in submitting to tbo house the statement of the pruvhtoD* 
tdiu.li tnc proposed to bo mode tor the semee ot tho piv»cnt year, 
lli© dr t part of the outy imposed upon mu i», to notice the 
charges meumd by the union of C ieot Dntam and Ireland, which 
luu tuken \ lace and u it ms bu me» that ihc expenses to which 
both countucs *ro liable should be propcrls explained. In dolnj 
to, 1 t-bnll take a nett of the supplier for the joint service and 
conform to the accustomed mode by cntmng into n re-capitu!i 
tion ot tbc different branches of tho expenditure for which we am 
now culled upon to make tin- necrtsnry provision I shall there* 
fore b*gin with stating the distinct heads under wluch the variant 
article* of apply «rr generally classed 

The fint article which prrtcnu itself a tho Nary and for th* 
expenses of thw important branch the sum of 15 600,000/ has 
been granted ( cntlemen will observe that tho sum exceed* that 
wbuh was granted Li*t sc*mwi l»y a difference of ° GOO 0004 as 
the »opj ly then given nn? only 13 G00 000 / Thu execs* arret 
from tbe reasons which have been nuntioard on a firmer tl^ht, 
from th memred number of icamen whom It became nreowty 
lormpt y and from tbc dim penuju m of tbc utihtv of the men 
sure It mu t I me appeared muit ihnnOde to every tain th© 1 
this brooch of (he nntionol *frcn 0 fh »houW under the present c/r 
cuci'tanat, be cor nicrobly au m me 1 I do not meant? tal* 
up th ott oti ti of the bouse or tot rouble pntkrwn b) £<»r5 
teto th » parati- votrv w tab lime been 0 i veil on thil htad atd 
»’ nil th jtc Hate the upply nt 1 6l«> </X/ 

Tt r xt article <1 tipplv which |l i ray out l to not k'© 1 *1 * 
/ rm f r which ibe iui i of 0 01? Oi / i 1 1 l e c( j b I It »dl 
t r v II rted tt at ll ot ti bvt } r nrv b t» 0f>^f •» th I 
ltd'' rxrrt rjt.iv Ty r*i ml an 1 if nr edd th* r„tj«v 
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Jianisfor r*'t*)ctr 1 S-01 , whuh arc estimated at 2, *>00,000/ vc 
sh ill lino a foi.it oi l ‘2 117,000/ foi tin* mhhc of I'nglatid. 
'I ho mu i \otcd for tin.* mtmci* of belaud amounts to r,7S*»,(i00/ 
and it is to' mod upon olim nt s pu>pm tinned to t’ne former t *-t *~ 
innto for Inland const quenll) the whole of the mjj pi) lot the 
min) of tin united h.ngdun makes ( sum oi lj,002,0(K)/ 

The thud head ol suwte ts tin. Oimumce, which for Great 
Britain js estimated at 1,(> >9,000/ and loi Inland at 200,000/. 
The form r sum is tie irl) the Mine is that which w is soil'd last 
)car, and the latte i i*> calculated upon a pitnciple Minihr to that 
on which tin ospuiMj oi the aims esfinlishnieut oi tint country 
htsbion alu *d) csuuutid The commit Ui will pnccuc thru, 
taken togeth- i, tin \ gne a sum of I 9oS,000/ 

Witli respect to the Mist ellancous Suuco, under which the 
plantation estimates, tin interest dm on oxchupur-bills, and tho 
deficiency of «a\s and means ne classed, the sum appropnatod 
last \e<ir to that hranrh of the public sen ice app'-an to have been 
750,000/ betveen which ind the gntit lot the present )ear tlarc 
is hut a tailing difli icnee. as it did not exceed 7. >7,000/ I\n 

the miscellaneous sen ices oi Fngl md it is piopiwcd that the sup- 
ply shall be 550,000/ and lor those of Ireland 207,000/ as I 
lia\e alread) staled 1 heic ate cu trunk other cii irges of a 
sep irate nature, nnsing out of the union, which remain to be 
noticed, hut I thought it necrssaiy first to bung forward the ex- 
penditure of both countries The \ote of credit is stated .it 
800,000/ , for, not conceiving my cause of demand for subsidies, 
in the present state of Europe, it does not appear necossai y to 
propose a larger sum The house will, huweuu, I trust, ngrec 
with me m thinking that wc have no cause to i egret those winch 
h.ne been granted, and \Unch, notwithstanding our disappoint- 
ments, luue so ennncntl) tended to ounce our thinness and good 
faith in the prosecution of the contest This sum is, however, 
to be considcied as applicable to J'nglimd alom , as, in tlmt winch 
relates to Iielnml, the piopoilion has been adjusted, according 
to the conditions established b) the union The sum foi li eland, 
theiefoic, taken according to the lush grants, which are gene- 
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rallv celled permanent b> 3^0 OOQZ. or m the currency of that 
countrt 423 000 / p,t>mg to,, tier the ium of 1 I 9 OOOW If 
gentlemen util take th troable to rocnjmolnir tho different nr 
ticl -* which I j are anted th y rill aiccrtnin their amount to be 
36 567 COW I mil} have been guilt} of wmo fractional omix 
tion but tho item* will *tand iq tho follow mg order \ 


Ivavy 


c 15 600,000 

Armv — England / 9 61" OOO "1 



Do Lxtraord 2,500 000 j 

■ £ 12 117 000 

£ 15,00-2,006 

Irclnnd 

3,765 OOO 

5 

Ordnance — rn B hmd .. 

1 639,000 

1 

Ireland 

2JD0OO 

> 1,938,000 

Mhcvlla neons — England 

556 000 


Ireland 

207 000 

r 757,000 

\ otc of credit 


600 000 

ImU permanent grama (currency 

£ 423 000) 

390,000 


Sum to be contributed Jointly b) England and Ire- 
land (including fraction-.) 


35 587 452 


In the estimate of i!k jolut charge* incurred by botb eountrk* 
I mu t. Sir U-g l tin to observe that those j laced to tho account 
of la uuil arc calculated with the vtncte't attention to the term* 
of tltr union Tbcv arr csrrtrined l y the vcnlc which bar tern 
laid d jwn f iwo- -rmtcmtlu for Ireland nnd Gftcen-fC'euUvtitl* 
for Great Pn jin t provide for the common expenditure of lb* 
Mailed kin,, lorn Ir land nccnrdm^ to this cMtmfUt , wdl be ratrd 
et tno'vrrnteentl v of the whole or at 4 I0 2i>9/ and Ln,J«nd 
ot lift en *enm-tnthi or at 31,377 I< V It mo-t n t bimercr 
lc t*c*i 1 n that Ireland 1 nlwi to be charged Iwo-fcventcvnth* cf 
the than »h> 1 he rvect-» only mtr»t lake m our peace t-»—lh*b 
men \ ttr>i* ly f ibr-vr ih t ton} !>e Incurred b> tl eprnvmum 
cf the un n m litre f wor ‘'l r will tln-ief re have chat nllorted 
jifopoi turned 1 1 OfCCf f r the <1 il l< t and tkeT ibargeti'O 
lb. ci *C" b I led fend I > maV o> J j or, in t th t wend *he WiH 

Vtvc i prou V f r lb* ‘ill ra*V.in fe the *b 4c c-f bn cm 1 l +* 
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tion 4,342,000Z I think it proper to obseive, that, m considering ' 
the antecedent debt of Iieland, tlieie can be no doubt that )t must 
lie a charge to Great Butain , and I have now to submit the sepa- / 
rate charges from Ireland picMous to the 1st of January 1S01, 
the day on which the union of both countries was carried into 
effect It is almost unnecessary for me to call the attention of 
gentlemen to the slate of the country, which has been this j ear 
unusually heavj, from circumstances winch aic unfortunately too \ 
notorious, and have, independently of gi eat distress, affected in a 
mateml degiee the general produce of the levenue The scarcity 
of food has been severely felt, and there has consequently been a 
■defalcation in the public receipts There are also some other 
articles in the shape of arrears but, whate\er they may be, and 
howcvei seriously they may affect us, they certainly constitute no 
part of the joint charge winch affects Ireland Whenever any 
separate charge occuis which may have taken place befoie the 
union, we aic not to considei it as applicable to Iieland, and I am 
convinced, Sir, that wc shall conduct ourselves v ith that libemlity 
which ought to distinguish this part of the united kingdom Upon 
these grounds, the first statement I have to make to the com- 
mittee with icspect to the charges w’hich belong exclusively to 
England, is' the deficiency of the income tax Upon this unex- 
pected deficiency, I have to remark, that though w r e were in pos- 
session of the most satisfactory grounds to believe that it would 
produce no less than seven millions, yet such have been the dis- 
appointments and failures which have taken place, thnt we cannot 
venture at this moment to lely upon its producing more than six 
As far, however, as I have hud opportunities to extend my in- 
quiries, and examine the jeturns, I can *ec no great reason to form 
ait opinion that the' produce for 1801 will be materially defective 
m the foimei sum But the deficiency which occtns, remains to 
be made good W r e are also called upon to piovide for the dis- 
count on the loan, and the deficiency of malt, us well as for that 
occasioned by the exchequer bills issued m lieu of the assessed 
taxes in 1798, and the income duties m 1799, The only just 
opinion which the committee can form on these points, is by com- 
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paring the assessments and ascertaining the returns } bat at *U 
events it does appear to me not very desirable for the public ter 
sice that the d ficieuctes should not meet with adequate provl 
store and I shall therefore beg leave to propose the Decenary 
sum The next article vbteh pretents itself of a similar nature, 

» the nmount of the exchequer bill* iwued on the consolidat'd 
fund ond voted last year If gentlemen will recollect that we 
ha o been deprived of the usual benefits on log from the duties on 
malt that we have been depmed of the advantages to the me* 
nue r'sulting from spirits { and that we have been *ho drop 
pointed in our expect at mm as to the produce of other taxes cod 
netted in a considerable degree with those I have just noticed 
they will n t I am confid*nt be surprised at these dcfiocodw. " 
AN lien we calculated upon tin ir probablo results wo promded 
upon the must cats Jactory and »o!k1 grounds It is also ray duty 
to provide for the dcGnrncc* of the consolidated fond,, with respec^ 
to the pas mem of intem-t of money advanced on certain occasion 
such ns in the case of Grenada It will Sir be further requisite 
to include under »h same bead the interest for exchequer Hill 
kept afloat as well si to o mprehend in the supply the oiinutl 
sum of °00 000 1 granted to the sinking fund o measure which 
lias been productive of vuch essential benrbu, and which l sin 
cere I v tru t u ill never be nbandorKd The different articles which. 

1 hav slat d both with mp*n to the charges Incurred fay Lng 
land and In brad lointly oud bj LngUnd separately will sUod. 

thus — 

2 l^thv ly Ireland £ l rt lO rt *9 

15 I7ths In Fji land 31,357 HJ 

Add fa r Ir land |*ih of 1 l"i»<KH/ 
fit ill t end other cl arg into 
soltdiic 1 font Ac l y 71 1 


4 3»xu> 0 
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Charge* bt longing exdnsncU to Engl md 

Ddironcv of uiromc tax ....... .......... 

Discount on loan, lotion , i\ c • • • * 

To pay oil trsclnquer bills on consolidated 

fund 

Interest on oxchcqnei bills 

U*-ual annual grant for national debt * • • 

English propmtion ...... 

Irish ditto* * • • 



6,5(10,000 


3r. 137, 173 
4. M 8,000 


Total 1 1, 185,173 

I now, Sir, come lo the articles of Wnjs and Means intended to 
provide for the c\j cndittire which I lime stated , nnd the fust ob- 
jects that piescnt thcitv-ihes are the usual duties upon hind and 
malt, 01 the dutas substituted for them upon Migai, tobacco, mid 
malt. J shall take them at the customnrj sum of 3,750,000/ as 
well as the sinplus of the lottcij at 300,000/. The income duty 
has been already stated at si\ millions, nnd deducting from it that 
part of the loans with which it is now charged, to the amount of 
1,740,000/. wt shall lm\c a disposable residue of 4,260,000/. 
The exports and impoits I estimate at the same rate as I \ allied 
them lust jenr, 1,250,000/ though there is c\cry renson to think 
thej will be guatcr, in consequence of some regulations winch I 
mean to propose with respect to the dunes on sugar The next 
article is the surplus of the consolidated fund, fiom April 1S01 to 
April 1S02, which may be estimated at 3,100,000/ F 01 though 

our expectations ha\c m this blanch been much disappointed, we 
aie not .without hopes that they will m the course of the picscnt 
jeui be realized It must be recollected that some articles of the 
late additional taxes have not had time to prose operative, and 
that a very important niticie of deficiency' m the rcsenuc which 
lias suffered, I moan by the droughts in the West Indies, and tho 
remission of duties granted, which arc no longer neccisary, will, 
m all piobability, lie extremely products c There is, at this mo- 
ment, a considerable quantity of it bonded in waicliouscs, which 
will yield no less Ilian 338,000/'. There are several other articles, 
1 
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paring the osscssnTents and ascertaining the rcttnroj bat at all 
etenU ft does appear to me not very dcwrable for the pubhc «r 
mct, that the deficiencies should not meet with adequate provi- 
sions and I shell therefore beg leave to propose the ncce^-ir} 
sum* Hie next article which presents Itidf of a similar nature, 
n the amount of the exchequer bills h*ucd on the consolidated 
fund and voted last year If gentlemen will recollect that we 
ban been deprived of the u ual benefits an' log flora the duties on 
mall that vre have been depnred of the advantages to the me* 
nue resulting from spirits ; and that we have Lecn alto dnop 
pointed In our expectations as to the produce of other taxes ecu* 
ncctcd m a considerable degree with tbo«e I have jmt noticed, 
tbov will not I am confident be surprised at these dcfiocncics 
When we calculated upon their probable results we proceeded 
upon the most sati. factor} and solid grounds It Is also ro) dale 
to provido for the dcfick-nccs of the consolidated fund with respect 
to the pnynrcnt of interest of money advanced cm certain occasions 
such as In the case of Grenada It will Sir be further requisite 
to include under tbe same head the Interest for exchequer hit* 
kept afloat as w ell a to ct mprthend id the supply the annual 
sum of 200 000/ grunted to the sinking fund ; a mra. urn wbu.h 
lias been productive of such es'cntial benefits and which 1 »n 
CereK tru t will never be abandoned The di&wTntUHkU'* *bich 
I hav Itatrd both with mpect to the charges Incurred bv Lag 
1 nd an 1 Inland unntly and b\ LngLind separate!} will suni 
thus — 


2 17»hs by Ireland [ l 10' , 30 

IB 17ths ly lavOaod 31,55?,! 3 

Ad 1 f r Inland * 17lhv of 1 roooo L 
f r c» il h t an 1 other chnrgts ou c in 
toll dated fun 1 Ac 13" "*11 
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Charges belonging exclusively to England 

Deficency of income tax* 

Discount on loan, lottery, &e • 

To pay oft cxchcquei bills on consolidated 

fund 

Inteiest on cxchequei bills 

Usual annual grant for national debt • 

English proportion 

lush ditto • • * • • • 



5,560,000 


37,137,173 

4,34S,000 


Total 41,485,173 

I now, Sir, come to the articles of Ways and Means intended to 
provide for the expenditure which I have stated , and the first ob- 
jects that piesent themselves are the usual duties upon land and 
malt, oi the duties substituted for them upon sugai, tobacco, and 
malt I shall take them at the customary sum of 3,750,000/ as 
well as the suiplus of the lottciy at 300,000/ The income duty 
has been alieady stated at six millions, and deducting from it that 
part of the loans with v\ Inch it is now charged, to the amount ol 
1,740,000/ vve shall have a disposable lesidue of 4,260,000/. 
The exports and imports I estimate at the same rate as I valued 
them last year, 1,250,000/ though there is evciy reason to think 
they will be gicatcr, m consequence of some regulations which I 
mean to propose with respect to the dulies on sugar. The next 
aiticlc is the suiplus of the consolidated fund, fiotn April 1801 to 
April 1S02, which may be estimated at 3,100,000/ For though 
our expectations have in this bianch been much disappointed, we 
are not without hopes that they, will m the course of the present 
yeai be realized It must be recollected that some articles of the 
late additional taxes have not had time tb prove operative, and' 
that a very important aiticle of deficiency in the revenue which 
has suffeied, I mean by the. droughts in the West Indies, and the 
lcmission of duties granted, which aie no longer necessary, will, 
m all piobability, he extiemely productive There is, at this mo- 
ment, a considerable quantity of it bonded m waieliouses, which 
will yield no less than 338,000/. Theie are several other articles, 
1 
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n-»pcciicg which it mint from their noture be era certain bon far 
our conjee tares raoj be realized bat after the cxpcnencc of two 
tcasons, I cum it help observing that them b no ground to thmk 
that ibe natural product will vidd less than before to tbc r*vr 
cue Hie dcticiency In malt and spirit* has been between 4 and 
500 OOQt, below the avenge of tie three preceding yean ; bet T 
believe tn) opinion to bo well founded when I Hate tbol the pro- 
duce of tl re uor will aol U 1 cm than tl* average itatero-nt With 
respect to tho blew eiy there is ccrtairU no intention to dlwlnl h 
the consumption* for on the contiary every cncnurageuient and 
ficilti\ b gmn to brewers ami I ill r -fore tee no difhculty mob- 
sirvin^ ihnt that article a unewLicL niter thr encrouctl pnee 
I id qj- n ir \ ill if necvmr) prove n static »f great advantage 
in n levin, tb c i»*ncua ot the public ver ice \lt booth the 
difitirncy m Itniul pints ho Irene rj large we are not without 
•tion, be | > ih tile dut) v ill gi c a sum of 600 COO/ more than 
thi lu t v or l Wo re I come io thu c puiitoro ot th< lo*h it uay 
be rv‘cet'nr\ to Hate tb items of tbc way* ouil mean* ttatbrir 
proper j lace* end tbc turn to U f ru ided lor — 


^u-vr melt and tobacco 

C 7*0,003 

I otter) 

Intorac dut) b tOO 000 * 

300 000 

ji t re t un ken ebeuged ih« renti to 1 j , j 

be deducted J * 

h -i r :cflooo 

T spurt* oinl import 

Suij las consolidated fur d fwu 6th of \pijl 1F0I 

1 50 0*> 

to 5tb \pnl HO- 

3,100 

Tote provid'd t f b) It but 

4 JW 

Lean 

yry i\) 


41^ r O 

4 "1*000 
n rt i evio 


Arete'll rf In j j tat tbvr, 
Pi to icpirtW 


Carntd L-faird 0 IjOOOQ 
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Bionglit ovci (>,5()0,000 
InUi ways aim means 4,521,000 



2,039,000 

Add Irish tieasury bills* ♦ . . . . 

500,000 

To be provided foi by Iu4i loan • * • ♦ 

2 ^39,000 

English loan 

25,500,000 


039, 000 


My nc\t duty is to state to the committee the terms upon which 
•the Loan has been made, but I have not thought it necessary to 
divide it with fractional accuiacy The statement oi the lei ms 
upon which tins loan has been settled, must be a subject of uncom- 
mon exultation to the country, as it ufloids an irresistible proof of 
the manliness and spirit ot the people ot England, to meet the at- 
tempts of the enemy, and to oppose with firmness and confidence 
the insidious designs of gtoundless alarm. They nre, indeed, con- 
vinced that all (lasses of the community are bound up in the ge- 
neial interests ot the country, as they appear persuaded, that to 
confront with perse vuaticc mid intrepidity the penis with which 
they are tlucatencd, is the most cei tain way to secure success to 
their wishes and excitions. I have, Sn, remarked the in-'id’ous hut 
vfim attempts which have been made to instil discouragement into 
the people , but this last event furnishes an incsistiblc proul of 
their feelings, and is a decisive testimony ip favour of the ec-untiy 
Amid the alarm which had been raised, amid the perplexities < ad 
painful conjectures with which the public mind was tonm nh d, 
amid the severe pressure of the moment, when this baigam was 
concluded, I have, Sir, the sitisfaction of now Mating, that while 
I have had the honour of Lung m office, ncvci did a laigir man- 
her ot great and opulent peisons come foi.vaid as candidates tm a 
similar occasion I received then pioposnls not inert h as the 
sentiments and assurances of confidence expressed tw uutiudu^i 
Vut what is better, manifested by the stiengfh and lesouiccs a 
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country There exited among them a nrakbip which of r |)n* 
parties febould take the loan on term* higher than I hed raison to 
expect, Tb«re «m co boms rto peculiar advantage, cod (bo bar 
gain mu concluded at 175f I5u of capital in tho three per ctntx 
for csery 100/ in money Gentlemen wilt perceive that it doe* 
not amount to 100 / at tho value of the stocks and nccordur to 
(ht- actual slate of the market, it wa* taken at n profit not exceed 
Jug 2 or 21 per cent There arc other circumstance* which rm 
det this transaction not leu extraordinary than pleating After 
the many tin! prognostics which we ha\e heard after tho nunj »» 
cnfict al ich ba e been made and under ths era bam- mi* ntt 
nrrvin 0 fi ra th actual crisis offtflutrsj yit with all thoc obsta- 
cles it will Do found that the nominal ftdinntngo ot tire loan fas' 
bom m m favourable cnndidly comidcred in a comparable 
vKvr than any one which has been hitherto made The rate of 
interest is in r*wluy only 5£ per cvnt and this tv the ninth 
y vj- of a war In which it mu»t be confessed our sacrifice* base 
b- a ime» mmonly great I therefore trust Sir I may bo allow 
ed wUrly and fairly to congratulate the house on thi fj\ouralile 
tran j ill n 

Tl rw \t ubyct tiwbicl I beg leave to mil tire attention of 
the o mouth will be the charges that ore to iVtrav the mt hrt 
of this I an, M have all t rr^n-t that any occ- tty poold 
lx 4 I r the ntnlltd m *M of new taxr» and I nra mt ao ran> 
gum rs l o|>p<s ihat the i nneoon which is t » Ik* i tad t'f « 
fir,, a rum n Ui* hm nt n and lighten* humj-tdlhou and 
J un ! haul I ru t cany* *< uu dlft rrnfe if oj ml n ; 1 ut X rant 
l* J it d hr tar ibal 1 * *cr gtmt ar dlfou)/*-* tnay t^prnr 
t j* nth m n w nu hi & | to d sp nJ wbrn we It* h tu tl 
p 1 I H-r n um and tL iji^iutud, t Uf p’-Utr c l 

»* ft i *• *■ i *4 r any turiL r (ilwniti m f a wn 

r il t tint tl c -mi I. rate n rf ib l u tL m x* a 

t f t t j ar to m br*i oUu’atrdt proud i j th ia *mt t tl r 
I 

ft mt n la ■nt.l * 1 1 *tl p«- !«•**• oi It**r f d *r 

*« iL e h ur i o put r*. j ucdvf m, , ul h 1 
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shall cta(e under their smcral heads . nud the sum which I pro- 
pose (o inisehom the whole mil amount to 5S5 t OOQ/. The thst 
of these is the aiticle of Tt a, on the subject of which (he consi- 
deration of the house has often been engaged The house will 10 - 
collect that I did once submit to the house a measure ot commu- 
tation with regard to the duties of tins aiticle, for the puiposc of 
putting n stop to a s\ stem of smuggling which was then earned on 
to a great extent. The consequence was, that the system was 
put a stop to, and the capital of the smugglers was destroyed. 
Although at that time no more than six millions of pounds of f(.t 
was imporUd into this country, it is a positue fact th.it the im- 
portation has since increased to the amount of twenty -two 
millions of pounds. The house has always adhered to a pi maple 
winch I wish to be followed on the present occasion, that of 
lading on taxes which should fall as much as possible on articles 
of luxury, which should bear upon the highoi oidcrs, and fiom 
which the lower classes might be exempt This is tin pimciple 
by which I shall now be directed. There is not a cottage r in the 
kingdom who will not, after this duty shall be laid on, be able to 
purchnse tea, such as he has been m the habit of using, at a 
cheaper rate than he could ha\e had it twenty years ago. la on 
under the additional duties 'that have been laid on tins article, 
the sales of the East India company ha\e of late been consider- 
ably increased The new duty which I mean to propose w, that 
of ten per cent on the \alue of all teas sold abo\e 2s. Gd pir 
pound, nnd I have calculated this will produce an annual sum 
of 300,000/. 

The next article on which I propose to lay a duty is not an 
. aiticle of necessity; nnd I suppose it will not be denied but that 
it will beai a duty double to that which it now pays. I pioposr 
that an increase to that amount be laid on all descnptions of 
Papci, exempting, howeyci, fiom the duty all papei -hangings 
and decoiations W'hicli shall be expot ted fiom this country I 
shall also propose to allow a discount for all paper on which shall 
lie punted those daily publications which aie so extremely m- 
tejcstjng to all descriptions of people as to constitute a species of 
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all policies of mhirance to double the amount they cow p av Thh 
Will produce a sum of Id 5 000/ Anti tbmllv r mean To propose 
that nil deeds tclnurt^ to the conveyance of propcrlv which now 
pas a dnt\ ol 10i fur every ikm of parchment vbull pay 3 j- more 
for nm inch *Vin The produce niunng from \bu roav lx; nli 
mated Qt 03 000/ 

The lait guKml heal of taxation winch I mean to submit to 
the house 1 $ one from which a rcmiue has nlwovs been r* ard la 
a manner the most satisfactorv and the most consistent trrth till 
£>mernl convenience of th public ot any other that ever ejefcted 
Thi revenue is e\cn cunsptcot with the nature of the Institution 
it clt became the public find much more convenience in payic.. 
the duty end expense attending all kUen rent by port* than U 
snch mod n of conveyance were to be adopted bj the portm 
thermelvt* It is not mv intention to propose an increase cf pot 
tope upon letters that shall be tent within the distance of one hun- 
dred mile* i but for distances beyond that there shall tv an in- 
errand late of postage and tint the rates iholl be In proportion 
to the di tone os and U more numrrou* than the) ram arc TH\i 
will produce the *um of FO 000/ I shall al-o mbmlt to the house 
the bung of a dues cn the packets which ecnvry letters to and 
from lnlatul this is a tax tliat cannot \< objected to when it tt 
r ■>n»idcrrd that the packet frr ni ( not Britain to her c< lontes ore 
snbjrct t tj\ab n I also mean t propo-e a tux i n idt inclui 
sure' in foreign Inters wl ich io'Mhcr with the la l day wiU 
jlel 1 17 000/ It is at o m\ mtenuon t » submit tn the beaw tk* 
adoption f a tk« institution which will tv t c ly cdl tn the rest- 
nue but which will be pi sductlte f the prat -it ern ricrcf t<* 
j^opte ttsidmg in JilT rrnt j arts irf th c ortiy TI is i ttn-frt* 
bln meat of cn m p^iti which If Urns can l* onsesrdbmt 
ttv* town to atsuth i wuUut t uv, sent m th circuit ms rwir^i 
tins trr el prw nt. TI r is a tK-r 1 t» * h t ( the pot i 
ratsh Lrre-t fn n rlvrb l j rs f an a -n » / r^sir- 1 
r- an th»m» X Pm » ot t \ n rcU-rt bj *1 * ran*- 4 gt'** 
sv^ it n I It * j < at t to n-j,i ta ^ f j»-t 

♦if v« i | 1 i (nn *]L t nl t o-'** c *tt ttt* h 



PAULI VMPATUIV SPUCCIIKS. 


I so L] 


lc 


<i po-lage which I Imt' to Mthmil to the home, and my only dif 
Acuity is i<> 1 iv u 1 uu to Mate it louoith I mean the 
jKlun post , foi nil letters c ( >iu by which, a into of one penny is 
now pnul , fil'd tlm i:'te 1 sh ill propo.e to raise to tun puiro, ulnclt 
v ill came nn riciem' ot 17,000/ m th.it dipmtincut ‘I he whole 
sutn thceioK ul.uh f t'\| ei t to he thrived from the increase ol 
poMago will amount to 130,000/ 

’1 he in'nj itulalion thin will »t tnd thus 


\ 


Tie, 10/ pt r < t’tit on all above St Gd pci Ih £ 300,000 


T’apcr, douMi tile pnsent duty , with a Aw o' cep- 7 135 O 00 

tiom, and an allmumo tor ;.eu s*papi re $ 

^Pnmcd goods additional duty oi 2 [if, on all pay- | 140 000 

1114 5\d J 

Sugar', 1 r 30i/ per cut. the convoy duty made 7 jn^ooo 
pioportion.il and the tunporniy one to tease * • • • i 

Timhei , 1-Jd of the pres nt duties ■*••*••• 100,000 

Pcppei, 3d per Ih Air home consumption S 000 

Ditto c\poUtd, 6d jierlb $2,000 

land, ‘20s. pel tom\pOited 10,000 

1 1 Mil oil, 20* a ton • - » » ] 2,000 

U.m.m Is hd pircwt. 12,000 

PoM-nfnte 1 r , 0,000 


’stamps * • 34t/j000 

JJoisc 1 : for pleasure, where only one 10s £00,000 

On all above one, 20i • 73,000 

13(5,000 

Ditto for bmbndrr, ts 1 70,000 

£ 1,730,000 


This is the v hole imoutit of the mcicascd buuhens which I 
a,m under the neeissitv of proposing to be laid upon the public 
for defraying the chnigm upon the loan, and I hope they will not 
be lounu to pri'S \m heavily on any description of the people of 
this country, but still less on the lower orders , and if that shall 
be the judgment of the house, it will afford men peculiar satisfac- 
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lion to reflect Ant I have been enabled to aequit tbo part of tey 
daty with *o tittle inconvenience to the public 

Now before I conclude thH part of the rotject I am ipeaHng 
of I shall beg leave to trouble the home with n few word* oq tbt 
•abject of the income Ux. At tbe time I fint proposed that tax 
I had reason to hope, from the best olcalaiKm I could make 
that that tax would yield ten millions per annum t bnt I bare 
been mistaken in that calculation nod therefore I feel that I Can 
no longer rely on more than fix millions and it would on tkit 
account be irrational to hope that the application of it ihouU be 
directed to the purposes originally intended I did lint propo*» 
it with a \iew that it should be a war tax which in time of pfo« 
•herald repay tbe excew of the public debt beyond n^rtmontonn} 
If 1 was to push it so ci to mile it a perpetual tax I feel that I 
should bo destroying the object itrelf for which I introduced 
If it fhould be made a mortgage for tbe iurn» to be borrowed i! 
cannot b«. amiable fist tbe purposes of carrying on the war j and 
therefore it would not be comment with mj duty to prolong th» 
pepod fur w) ich th« tux iboold be mortgaged Hut althwth it 
has fallen ihort of my original estimate it will go a great w»t to 
answer tbe purposes which I at first intended ^uppow- the ah' 1 !* 
arooont iboul l happen to be ten millions a year rt would nstcien 
then be nrecssor, to mnrtgngn it to ibe rslcnt at which f had oil 
fmnlK propoxxl Since tbe time tin lax was iniroJucx I theta 
lnvt been lighietm millions of tbe public debt discharged lr\ mea^ 
of ibe n d ‘tupta n cf llie land .to i I wuh b wev r to carry thrt 
conndiratHn r» little Culhir 1 do thmk it right to look fui ward 
to she cJ jtyl of confining tbn tax to the n lueti t> of ibcdrbl hi 
the amount at which it *tc *1 in tbe jmr 1"H8 I thifihit wTI 
l*e l«ett r to nirnt ib met me us as a war ta than to push it to 
th **h 1 \ at! wbi b l al frt inVrn led, I ihinV it brturbJ 

a Lrrr t th * p uvnph-sw hi aid tv’w has ui kw —it pi /* 
<j -i t unn n put f i* c tupj Ims within tb- j-rur by TOiiK 1 1 1 
thn lie a l 1 s U i th |uJd>c to l pw iVw * 

t J I n <i iy l f t 1, wnA" t eh ) V V*b s-er* «J * 

* it j tirsu -tJ-vs L - w>Li t » t ,-rt -Jr ^—7 t 1 * 
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}ears ago, and conipaie them with the state of the country m which 
ire have been enabled to make the present loan } whoever looks 
at this loan and compares the terms of it with those of former 
loans, must see and feel the great ability which the country pos- 
sesses of making increased exertions. But although these exer- 
tions, so far as they might tend to prevent the increase of public 
buithens, cannot be earned to the extent which I flattered myself 
two years ago they would then be , yet it is proper that we should 
see whether thcie aTe not great and essential resources still to bh 
found in the tax on income, taking it at the limited amount of six 
millions. 1 That tax under certain modifications, together with the 
aid of the sinking fund, will be found to produce the greatest ad- 
vantages to future times. After a peace shall be concluded, it 
will operate as a powerful means of i educing the amount of the 
public debt] and if we look forwaid with confidence to these flat- 
tering piospects, wc shall have no reason to think ourselves mis- 
taken in our hopes if we continue the same scale of exertions we 
have hitherto done. It is tlierefoie my opinion, that the tax on 
income ought to he continued as it now is, until it shall, with the 
aid of the sinking fund, have reduced the debt to the amount at 
■which it stood in the year 1798, when I first pioposed that tax. 
We shall then have confcired the most essential and lasting bene- 
fits upon the public ; and posterity will not have reason to say 
that we had done too little, oi that we had not made great 
sacrifices for their benefit. The capital cieated in the piesent 
year will add twenty millions tet the public debt, which, added 
to the fifty -six millions already charged on the income tax, will 
make a sum of seventy-six millions , the whole of which sum, ac- 
cording to the calculations I made last year, will, by the opera- 
tion of the sinking fund, togethei with the income tax, be re- 
deemed in the space of six years. I hope, therefore, that this 
Will appear to be no very discouraging state of the country after 
the numbc'flcss difficulties we have had to encounter It is not for 
me to anticipate new trials — to look forward to embarrassments and 
distresses gicatcr than those we ha\e already experienced , but 
-sure I am that, if the members of this bouse will be as true to their 
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own cliSructrr to their mm bo non r their cowwlcncy, nnd tbclr 
\H)Tfcr» as the attachment and vigour of the country at large has 
beefj true to them none of those difficulties that mnv ari« will 
any longer be felt I hope and trust that the unshaken firmness of 
thu boose united lo that of a bram and loyai peoph will fare 
after continue to produce the tame effect* which they foimerW 
have done} and that uith regard to our native energy and ccr 
radical itiungth there* volt Ik. not bin d to dishearten in — no- 
thing to make us In the ihghteit degree ihnnV from the perform 
unco of our duty I doubt not Sir but we shall continue to 
bo animated by that spirit and guided liy (hat ttkIoio which 
have ot all times belonged to and di unguuhcd the name of Dv 
lisbmen 

It is with uncommon snu faction that T have to direct the at 
terUion of the hou«e to two < r three leading comidcratiota which 
v\ ill give gentlemen an Wm of the resources w bich thi country l t* 
lo ih pind on In the first place I host lo itnti that the puma 
nent revenue of tin countra has far exceeded any thm.it had tier 
l*ccf\ bef ire or any tlun„ wLicb the most sanguine hopes could 
ha\c onlmpati'd The amount of the rtsenur far tin yiar end 
mg in January last Jms exceed nl by the sum of 1 <500 000/ nlnt 
was computed by rise* committee which had tnbni into its eon- 
id ration the finances of tin coUDtrv If w look t the state vf 
our publie dvht we shall ll Tr l>eli dj fuflrciml t do away tte»y 
liml of dv»p> ndency and raise our In pcv. We shall find, thsl 1/ 
rulb^nn^ X the \stem c'tabli 1 vtl tsut-ral yrorsn n of tpj mau- 
ling a terrain urn toward* ifa JmuidalHm of lb nolionsJ i LI n* 

I s a sum tban 5 rt ^H)0u00f of the coj ital t ( that ib 1 1 Lst l J 
cotuplrnly pvnl off rod ll at it total wnoui t of ila tr-li 
fuDd IX fi e millions »t tin We fin l theref r* that C t* t* 
atanJin the Lurdei 1 th* war more than o-v Lsll i ( tl ‘■'U 
coctta t**d t y cmr nrwest rs at one ig-w b v t>cn t a \ litfv j l 
t T We Cr | that t amount *d *>i» pvmutH-nt f r < 

tl an l t \ r»cr tern In an v fanix r y -»o « it r f p>n nir U 
o >J ( t i nil r-ir '-s'-ruo, f sou» cc tv { r» U 3 
n the wh evtr^ vf lit* wjr wLvl* ver * 
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thought proper to call chsastious and ruinous, this maritime nation, 
■exposed as she has been to such numbciless difliculties, to the 
hostility of so many powers, and obliged to maintain an immense 
navil and military force, lus c\ciy yeai been mcieasingin rc- 
souiecs We have inci eased our external and internal commerce 
to a gi eater pitch than CACr it was befoie; and \vc may look 
to the present as the pioudest ycai that has e\or yet occui- 
red foi this countiy Tlu manufactures exported from tins coun- 
t ly amount in one yeai, according to the latest estimate, to the 
value of tw enty -four millions, and the amount offoicign produce 
that has been expoitcd is no less than seventeen millions If, 
therefore, we compare this year of war with former }cars of peace, 
we shall, in (he pioduce of our revenue, and in the extent of our 
commerce, behold a spectacle at once paradoxical, inexplicable, 
and astonishing w-e shall see, that, in spite of the alarm and agi- 
tation which has often prc\ ailed m the course of this arduous con- 
test, in spite of the difficulties occasioned by the strange conduct 
•of foreign nations, in spite of the despondency which has occasion- 
ally prc\ ailed, we have still been adding to our resources, and 
increasing the means of continuing a war that was undertaken 
and earned on for the maintenance of our honoiu, our indepen- 
dence, and safety, for the defence of all that was dear to the ci- 
a linked world, and foi the existence of a constitution eminently 
adapted to all the purposes of public liberty and pm ate happiness 
Amidst all the dangers that sunound us, and the difficulties with' 
which we maybe embarrassed, ivc har’c still the consolation to 
think, that aac can look up with confidence to our poA\er and re- 
sources, that aac have it in our power to meet and defent all the 
schemes arjd combinations, Avluch oui enemies raaj practised raise 
up against us From this animating prospect wc can look back 
with hcai t felt satisfaction to Avhnt avc have done, aac can say to 
the voild that avc have dfschaiged a most difficult duty , that, un- 
der all cucumstanccs, wc liaAe maintained our consistency and 
pm independence, and in slid l, Sir, that avc Ikla c done ca cry 
4 thing, aaIiiHi Avas at once calculated to preserre the rights of a just 
and bcncAolcnt so\creign, under whose reigg the people hate 
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enjoyed such unexampled hsppuieo— every thing that could tend 
to ex* It the character of a great and -who legislature and preserve 
tbc liberties of a brave and loyal people. 

MjuPrrr then moTtdtk* wtera molgdourin conformity with ha tyetrh 
which were carried In the iSmattr*. 


March 12 , lBOl 

JLotc CrttUKiOi lu-nnj moved, it a pre fonlaoi y to inrtfifTreotno, 
rf which he hid jitth cctxe ropediuj the nettrjhy of eoctioofej to ta 
force mmul law la IrtUcd, ** That the act for the topprentoe of the Ute 
rthdhcn In Ireland be read," 

Mr Shtndan rote «rd, after npreaurj h.» ©hjeeocrt to the tnoenre prt» 
foted, rno-rrd, *• Thai the Haote do now adjoint.** 

Ml. PlTTI— 

I frfl that the debate in which we ore now mga^rd mvfdvrs 
the wbok rcenU of the proposal which roj noble friend has an 
nounccd bit m ration to submit, though by the singular use 
which the honourable gentleman opposite has made of a niodo 
of proceeding within ilie order of the bouv? wc arc nominally 
ducitising In motion for oHjoumrorat That course which the 
honourable gentleman has adopted t* the more extrar rdinars a' 
esery thing that be raid, oiiy argument be adduced would 
hrse applied as wrll after the prop^diuii had been njdunrd as 
It did before my rwhlc friend ■ motion was anticipated 

llcforc I preCrtd to tie tmun qot i 3 however I bech*'* 
to tube L -rice rf tn observation tf 0 c lie rurtiralV grnl mset 
1 n ubi<b he nrr d tn Uy gnat »trc*\ c he prurr/onet 1 it vilh 
imtemm< n rnpl « 1 The her urt lr *> 1 jh.cn to j| psind tv t* 
tnrjn*ed at jv rrrtvari. cf ror c*d V frond tt t | l r t^ow '/ 
*wh vh dti ar^ 'mvt ura «. oitrssr j d as that whrtb ft **"* 
g-vut t pnf w wisiVeer<t f lb uatjtiuUf* .jtfcfu-' 1 
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jacobin principle The honourable gentleman spoke of jacobins 
in powei, and jacobins out of powei, but lie did not condescend 
to explain distinctly these nlhisions. He seemed indeed to point 
obscuich to some share which 1113 noble fuend had, at some 
period, taken in the question of parliamentary reform. Surely 
lioucvci, the honourable gentleman will not contend that there 15 
not some distinction between the subject of pniliainentarj reform 
and Jacobinical -principles surelj, he will not contend, that 
there can be no situation in which a friend to pnihamentary re- 
foim may be free from the taint ot those doctimcs, which ha\« 
spread such confusion throughout Europe. If the honourabla 
gentleman himself has supported the cause of parhamcntuiy ia* 
form at a pencil when ho had little suppoilm the eountrj, except 
from those who professed that object to conceal docpei and moro 
dangerous mcws, he cannot find anj suspicion of jacobinism in 
the conduct of him who maintained that cause at a period when 
it was connected with no such deceitful ally, and threatened no 
such fatal conesqucnces. I am not so uncharitable .is to suppose 
that oery man who is now a friend to parliamentary reform, 
must he a fuend to jacobin principles, I onlj' erase that the 
honourable gentleman would allow that indulgence to those, who 
cmbiaced that cause at a time less liable to suspicion and mis- 
construction than that, in which some others ha\c agitated the 
xjuestion. If those who biought it forwaid, connected as it is 
with the doctrines of the rights of man and the French lcnolution, 
when detected and exposed as die pretext of those who wcic en- 
gaged m a traitorous conspiracy in Ireland to overturn the 
government, and when some of its most 7calous supporters here 
were suspected of similar machinations, could claim a fair con- 
struction of their molnes, they cannot icfuse the same charita- 
ble interpretation to those who have less occasion for the indul- 
gence. If, however, the honourable gentleman is more studious 
to accuse biinsclf than to acquit others m his news upon this 
subject, it is a very stiange species of candour , the full credit of 
winch I leave undisputed to the honourable gentleman 

Returning, however, fiom this digiession to the principal 
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they can bo kept op to decide upon cml n^ts are certainly 
lupenor to other tribunals bat it docs not thence follow tlutf oil 
military tribunals are unnecossan nor docs it follow that be- 
cause generally speaking they are inferior to aril tnbonal 
they are therefore of no tae it docs not kUow because oil the 
proceedings of the clril power arc taken upon rath, that there is 
no such thing os on enth in lie proceedings of the military court 
Tbrv ilo not proceed without oath to the judge nor without oath 
of the Reading paity nor without oath of tlie witnesses; aid 
therefon, although I ndnut the proceedings of a court mirtnlf 
in general cruel to be a less ndvanlngrocs mode of o/Jrturmtrr- 
ingju tier than that of a cml tribunal, 1 onnot assent to tl 
a rrtion that court'-martial aio totally destitute of farm wi 
r trm nnd when the honouraLle 1 armx l* fpls me as a pt-rsco 
bred to the lao nnd therefore one from whom he expects to fmd 
a great attachment to that law yrh ther I do not prefer the d*il 
to the military tnlmnal I must be allowed to j»y that l hare 
n in me attachment to the lows of my country l at not more at 
nchrmnt than nn\ other h mc't subjrct of lire realm In truth tl 
thnu h bml to the learned pr tre ton In n sen. early patt of my 
hfr I ha I but a short acrjoaintflncc with It — CTwa 6 b ho«cter 
toadnlre the t:\rtlUncc ofit, hat not trvmgb to make me dts* 
p w anj other i st ru which thencers urn of % stair may regain* 
A o gi nnal pn pnitloa I do ml contend that » court reartul n 
a pnforaU rrode of tml to tint of the ci il tribunal but I lo\ 
tint by a constant p metier of this country in the nmtEiC'mv'Ut of 
itt pul he ccocern ibetr hare bs-en cert ioav, at 1 then. alwa'S 
will l t^cn ions where the frwi by a court rnutiai l> prtf rah.* 
fs n t th»| rf a tils! t«y jarr, Ursitv l* t r adaptc t i toe cs»* 
t t* irvd If thn I** not so, for wbai mwn i ll tkst we »'*' 
\-rar *ft r M*r In tic con* ant baht of pit in tl e r ctlry t' 1 ! f 
I^t t re t rrpp- ed t! at l wish the rwtraj c -on t ( pee* 
l*» K tr t<* f trt«.-d tv* T td im ty t*» th»- wirr'tin » f lk< 

tnilp* i '"N r **y tt pr< s s tU rh-»t pari .ret t 1-* c*i 


* t TW*f»”l rjr*rr-0 



ISOl.} PARLIAMENTARY SPErCIIIIS. in 

sidcrcJ w hat forms arc best adapted to cases, instead of following 
one tini form course for them all, and c\th m ordinary times of 
peace and public tranquillity, it was considered that the martial- 
law is better adapted to some cases than the end authority If 
parliament ha\e been in the habit of adopting military law for the 
decision of some cases, what will they not do when the public 
safety depends upon adopting such a system? When the fii^t 
object is the public safety ; mid when end process can nor be 
resorted to, or the ordinal} mode of end process cannot he 
earned on without tins military aid, I ash, what is it that pai- 
liaihcnt will not assent to, for the purpose of accomplishing this 
system of protection? If this be so, will mi) man tell me, 
that retaining as I do, an enthusiastic ic\eicnco foi the trial 
by jur). it not better to base a partial military law, for the 
presenation of the essence of that \ery tnal, than, bv clinging to 
the name of a trial by jury, lose both the spirit and the sub- 
stance of it? 

Sir, if we come to the question of law, I shall 110L presume to 
argue it, I ha\e not been long enough m the profession to possess 
much Knowledge of it , there are others ill this house ready and 
competent to that task, if it be necessary to discuss it But I 
would ask, whether any man will toll me that the ciune of rebel- 
lion depends on fisc or si\, or fifty, or file thousand men assem- 
bling together ? Isay, no, that is not the standard to winch to 
refer the question of rebellion If them be a systematic plan 
formed for the destruction of a country, and there is a concert of 
men, whether three or five, 01 any other number, to accomplish 
that end, whether by burglary, or robbery, or murdei, or any 
species of criminality vhateicr, or, in furtherance of that plan, to 
deter the loyal and peaceable part ot the community tiom being 
true to their allegiance, foi the purpose of executing v ith more i i- 
cility their martial law, as a system eithci of terror or othciwise, 
to rob triumphantly , or take away by stealth — whether it be “the 
pestilence that walkcth in the darkness, or the swonl that unsteth 
m the noon-day,” if its character be rebellion, rebellion be it called , 
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— if it* effect b* to defeat the purpC5« of civil procw whether W 
dtulhing w «li tie dagger of tin* as ^un in It * hand or by anuroin,, 
the parade the pomp and tho drcumjttincc of I will not «v glo- 
nou war it r» still rcUlbon Whether oik, bold and cp ^ a 
or K id luimtiop ord crafty — whether with much or with htu. 
Lluod Led mav be point* that mar constitute a difference la tic 
d-gr'C but which n most detestable rs n tbm 0 not worth de- 
I-ntm What then i* the qorition lx fore us ? \\ hither ) tu will 
now tal e a qualified rntramed limited govrmcd n artu! law a-ul 
prrwne the gr ttf r»as.» f the cml n„ht* of the laljcctiinh 

1 i or « ill Imtard an opinion in which the whole m3) It* thrvnn 
i tb miquahbcd unrestrained anlumt'd and un^rfcrmlU 
t nl unc n* tollable practice of martial law?— I roe tuit 
1 a question no honest intilli D cnt man can po*silly he- 
t 

II It i i* Ic j. ptl nan ha* allu led to tho character rf th* 
i '1 Mmqui *»} is at die head of the txccutncponrr If 1 ? 
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should not have many supporters in. this house, or in tins country , 
and yet the honourable gentleman’s instance of the mistake made 
by one court-martial, amounts to no more than that which I have 
stated 

But it is said that the courts of law are open 1 True , the courts 
of law have been open , the judges have been enabled to hold their 
assizes, because the wise and benevolent measures that have been 
pursued, because the very measure now in discussion, afforded that 
protection and secunty which justice could not othezwise have 
obtained. It is owing to their salutary precautions that cml pro- 

i 

cess has been piescrved to the peaceable If, amidst such perilous 
circumstances, the laws have maintained then course as in time of 
peace , if individuals have been protected, and the constitution of 
the state defended,, it is by a continuance of the same vigorous, 
but tempered system, thatlieland can be ‘maintained in tne enjoy- 
ment of tranquillity, and secured from a recurrence of those dis- 
astrous scenes, of wmch the calamities must be fresh in every man’s 
recollection 

The motion of adjournment was negatived, and Lord Castlercagh’s molicffi 
passed without a division * 


Match 25 3 1801 . 

Ok a motion b) Mr Grey, for the House to resolve itself into a Committee 
of the whole House, to inquire into the State of the Nation, 

Mr Pitt said, 

That aftci what the house had hcaid from his light honour- 
able fricndf, aud much as he was interested in the question, 

✓ 

* On the 14th of March Mr Pitt resigned die offices of First Lord of the 
Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer , and other changes in the minis- 
terial departments at the same time took place The nev Administration con- 
flated of, 

1 Tirat I ord of the Treasury and Chancel- 
R, s ht Hon Hcnrj Addmpon - - .j ^ ^ &[he?ncr 

. f Mr, Diuidas. 
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tanous occasion* and which he could not fLlicr himself » th 
liming merited 

Much however as he felt these* •tntunent t there wcrcothm 
which Ire ftlt ktiftlnorc itron 1) ard then Tore Ik was under the 
neecs hj ol" iu training sorne. ideas upon the abject before the 
houv Thu was not a t|ac«uon » ltly applicable t> himself rr to 
hi c 11 -n^ucs for if it stem however dear the topics of »ueb e 
we cu^bt be to him he ah mid base been induced to gire thr 
1 nu*e hut httk trouble on that accouht. No this was a qucith-a 
wrhidi involved tl honour of that him* r and th 3 diameter of tl 
nation the honour of the one and the c nstltutional freedom of 
th olhvr Tbi motion tuVen n that ns of the tubjrct, l 
v mild jou to llm h< a o this cju^ti n — \ he her it was prrprd 
to Tvtract all that it had d-c^rr 1 w i den for the U»t rune met 

e •ntfut vrau nrt.f krul rlj^n 1 its mint! rn f?-r rifrim cf that 
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boms; told thov should tic.ul back their Mops to avoid a general 
havoc mei all Europe, instead ol pursuing such steps uniformly 
and steadily should adopt the advice — if e\oi the moment should 
arrive, when the house would li-ton to and follow such counsels, 
lie should then indeed begin to think that there was some ground lor 
the prediction winch had been uttered of the downfall of this em- 
pire hut, thank God 1 there was no appearance of any such down- 
fall, becnitse there was no piobubihty that the advice and counsel 
be bad just alluded to, was to be taken as a remedy foi any evil 
r.luch was alleged to nfthet us 

He therefore spoke with less apprehension of danger than he 
should do it these things weic doubtful, upon the motion of the 
honourable gentleman, and with the less nn\iety as to many pints 
of that gentleman's speech, when he reflected on the manner m 
which it had been answered by Ins light honourable friend, in- 
deed, he thought lie pci coned something winch com eyed an 
idea, that ihe honourable gentlemen opposite to linn, did not en- 
tertain any veiy sanguine hope that they would be able to prevail 
on the house to assent to the motion now befonnt, they did not 
Seem to tlnnk 'hey had laid bifoie it matenals, to call upon it to 
retract all it bad hitherto asserted, 01 rovcise all it bad hitherto 
done in the coutso ot the piosent war. This consideration, there- 
fore, supposing he felt no other, would have induced lnm to re- 
main silent on this debate, but he felt a mi\ed sensation, from 
wliat had fallen from an honouiable gentleman, and lrorn a noble 
lord^, with whom he had the honour of being connected in 
kindred, as he had hitheito been m political sentiments* lie felt 
grateful for the unmerited expressions of good opinion winch Ins 
noble kmsmtfn, and those with whom lie was most immediately 
connected, had directed tow aids him , but he must confess, that 
he should have been better pleased, both ns a public man, and a 
private individual, if he had heard sentiments that were less fa- 
vourable to himself, and more favourable to others, who were 
now in his Majesty's service, and if he felt any other than such 


* Lord Temple 
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xvrsbc* lac apprehend'd ho ihould hare been unworthy of tie goM 
<q inoawhxli the m»We lord frsut Iwn pleased to exprt-ucf him 
N t coulJ he help mm 0 tbnt ths*e who, Ule th^coLel rd 
avre to \ it lor t! h mot urn weir trufmat lntcndm n It adcptlr, 
a cgutt the m<wt unfair* the rou-t un' md towards ik'se to 
whom they professed fnmLblp tint they pt>» TbTy cooU pursue 
o»J at the wmc llnie a cmrrte that would be the meat tahcLLn 
oui with regard to the »mcn-t» of the public 

\uxr ir. t the mm! xm r alr which hr perceived hod an cf rt 
on some gentlemen tin the other side v>t ich he did not latertJ to 
produce hr meant n thing linen fl to tboc gent einen; tut tin 
fcrQvt* >hottltl judge whether ho ulcus wrrrju*tor not Tint 
wen. two rets t f gentle men who were de*uvd to sole on pwl fly 
the same qiKsilccu on two grounds, that urn: not only itaicct* hut 
opposite Of iL» he thought l tmirlf entitled to complain ll» 
thou ht he had some nwm to comj hm tuat bn oj poreut wu 
baveihr l -neAt f tb* iotr» of«omi t f the fnendf rf tb* late *J 
niru,troti n will H who was r tr* of such edra nhtnttim Id 
only the benefit cl n speech fr m his fifend* thus hb colt nr- 
tun \prcv*. 1 tn lira th fullest conC lore r oed yi t punn-d t m 
t> ConJettirmtion Kenw hr did iwt chouse to confide In t’ l ~-» 
oibn Majnt) ss-nont who snre n w in tfHec 

In the tw \t j lar Li hop. d hr n i r hl W pArruittcd to fd'v.rvr 
tl M tf rrr wr no jviift wh eh had hcvll in'* deputed cl thu 
low (ollhou h ihe rt 1 1 Imtlt reset tppraml t 1 m I ' U 
» JTicnlt ) ih n that dcir/d-ct in In Mwr-\tT » cui Al r» t*~t 
'tV~ ens- ent t it p 1 fr The qnm! n cf en^dercr I 4 
u th ^ fcloui it that « iu* It * t ruled ihe cctst cf td t£ 
t-jp tr#t ti uM it 1 Ir t i! vrt J the c w ti It la t*-* 
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othci he new m his emplcnnunt i( wns not therefore, at th' 
turn, indued that he should have no confidence per&onalh , (im 
ceitunly that was not claimed tm hint), but it was. said, that 
he came into administration with sentiments opposite to those 
which had been held by men who preceded lnm in office, and 
who had enjoyed the confidence of the house, (he meant the sen- 
timents of the honourable gentleman opposite to him'), and the 
question was then, whether he, who was then said to hold senti- 
ments different from those which weie '-aid to have lmd the confi- 
dence of the home, should ha\e any of that confidence placed in 
him , that was the «aj in which the point was put then But the 
way m which it was put now was absolutely whimsical . foi it was 
now stated, “ Ilcrc is a ministry who ha\o had the full confidence 
of the house of commons ” — woids which he did not presume to 
uttci for lumselt, but which, for the purposes of this debate, 
were uttered by others for him — and gentlemen had satd, that 
within a few hours of his departure there was an appeatance of 
stability m his Majesty’s go\crnmcnl. But what was the com- 
plaint now ? Not that the persons w ho now claimed the suppoi t of 
the house differed ftom those who had lecencd that support, ns 
he was stated to hare done in 1783 (how coirectly that 
was stated was nnothci question), but that those who now 
claimed the confidence of the bouse, ought not to ha\c it, 
because they professed the same principles ns those who have so 
Jong possessed that confidence. The 1 eason for this was a veiy 
cunous one , it was stated bj certain gentlemen to be that of then 
not knowing why lus Majesty’s late ministers had 1 cured —so that 
confidence was to be withheld fiom his Majesty’s present sci rants 
till gentlemen knew why their predecessors went out of office, 
and till the new ones were known He did not sec why gentlemen 
were to withhold their confidence fiom his Majesty’s present mini- 
sters because they dick not know why their piedecessovs retired , 
lie did not know' why gentlemen wanted any moie information on 
that subject than they possessed already They knew almost all 
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the' ihonld know and he Mi w-d all they would know upon 
that subjetu But I ere tbo i ubhc were to be depnv d f tb« set 
suit of ihovc who had been cho-cn by the emu n rawly Ntvnwr 
thereto about the retirement i f thur prcdrccitur* torartVn ^ 
which there gentlcmcD swd they did not uudirstflnd and becaevi 
thi hourc dul not know how the new mmetrrs would act, lie 
tmd Tvtood tliftt they were person who woutd act on their own 
ju Igracnt a* they ou 0 ht to do in cnch particular bnt that their 
gem nil principles were the wine; mul then it enme to thn— tlat 
the supporter* of the present motion *ud the hou c ouJit to with 
lm! I its oraGdmcc from the present ranmtrn not because they 
were the risen* but because th y were ibe same lu pnuclplt 
*■ lb those tn whom the home had confided 

But he srmil l not »ti>i here II the home eon tdered tb 
points on which it umnlly nfbrded it* confidence it would fin-1 
e\ tv rn> on f r ntfurdin;; it to the promt ministers It win iV<,, 
that rami trn *hould be men known t the hou*c of comra ms be 
fore the how confid *d in tin m Be it m — Hint cool l not l* 
rortdc applicable to the situation to which they w ir m ant t m 
t be rppoinU l le caun* that woull gt to tier eic!trk>n of confi* 
th ncr id nnv rron wbrtit scr In. cam into n new Mtmhon. Tb re 
c uld be no eipcnmcc f Ii m id that situation until h* was trf d. 
Bnt when I'm n wen tred id one situation ond luul acsjiiltiJ 
tl ni cl i 11 tl e tok w to die lh n credit that they went l 

do u» »nj o h r ttusit nt oot l prm f cf * mcll it , b tier 

1 1 j y npj air-J If tht wp* n t correct latrine he « 
nil S Use 1 11 1 ju 1 I le to krnrW on what p*n n le U W 

t l i 1 | if j- nity < 1 u) jort a t m VMIe ipj«~lh r»-\! u 1 t 
tf* \ t -s t I r I * the r ui r t! it i! j:J | n t ltaef> t lei ^ 

j t \ c tl f-rtVr n oil d t * mutton I t wn. » r* 

l t \ s Itwj i y i * t t* J Ik t \ t •* I f 

l' ** it i X i W t t I oil pH Ini’ r 
r r >t r ft* 1 i.l hm t I l 1 p 1 

• It at l » a, x tea *• r + t t r j *- i, > * 

ll't K-O *• * I fc W *, t f' W *. f *> 

*o »s » tl a rr~[ rvii cic-tsf tffl y 

l , « i t»t Ml hr i t J i* i * " 
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tis, ami had laid} beta unanimous)} ie-t letted to that hi" 1 
•tint ion'. Was tins the person of whom the house of commons were 
to <mj, they would not confide in him, because, .it a moimnt oi 
elifhtiilh, (dissembled by none, but evaporated by some poisons 
who loud to dwell on any topic which give any thing of n gloom 
to our a flans), lie quitted u situation of the highest mithoiitj that 
a repiesentatiic ot tlie pcoph could po-a-ess f u i one of gicater 
tiouhle and poiple\tt\, and at a moment when honourable gen- 
tlemen were holding out the difficulties ol (he situation to be in- 
superable f To refuse confidence to such a person in such a 
situation, appeared to bun to be icpugimut to common sense and 
to common justice, and be could not help saving, that lu was 
astonished at what his noble fiundf and the honouiablc baronet* 
had said that night on some parts of this sublet 

Again he would su, that it he saw a noble lord $ called to 
the situation of a societal} of state, he was rcad\ to ash, without 
the fear of receding am answu that would disappoint him,wheihu 
gnitlenien on the othu side Knew any man, who was supeinu to 
that noble lord , who foi the last ten }ears had more experience 
of state a flans, and who had gmn grinlci prool ol stead} attention 
to public business, of abettei understanding, of mole infoim.uion, 
who possessed 1.1 a greatei degree all those qualities which go to 
quaht} a man for gi eat aflairs? JIew.cs read} to ash gen th men 
on the other side', if they knew any one among themselves 
who was superior to his noble friend ? Let them give him the 
answer. IJo should hhe to take the* opinions of the dificrent indi- 
viduals on the other sale, if it wore not a painful thing to put it to 
then modesty, whether anyone among them, except one honour- 
able gentleman U whose attendance was of late so i arc that he 
might almost be consideied as a new membci — whose tianscendant 
tab ills, indeed, made him an exception to almost any lulcm every 
thing that required uncommon powers, but whose conduct was 
also what ought, generally speaking, to be an exception also to the 

* Mr. Addington f Lord Temple f Sir Wni. Young 

§ Lord Hawhesbury |j Mr. rox. 
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rules which oogbt to guide the oGairs of tha caurtrv t Mhich cttv 
duct had been at Nnnanec in romc mpectJ from that of almtet 
crcrj other pabb rcnn and which if folio* rd mail lure bin 
I ighty injurious to the true interest of tbit countr)— h tvpi Jt J 
it he tnew cf no on on the opposite rido of thr b in*c (rserpt the 
honoured le gentle man hr had allud d to, who**. tsprrknce %a* 
n* great ra iio faculties run. trat Cendant), that was nv ratlin 
equal to his noble fiiml in capacrv for Lu^ikis He dll rot 
mean to offer an\ incivility to p-ntlcmrn on the other lid l»*tt 
lie did not tliinlv that bo had 01 end either cf tb*m an drtpi 
rage-mint wlntmr when heulJ that reithrr cf them was rente 
than equal to lm noth* foetid 

War it neewtary for him to iar mudi of the farolhct anJ fit 
net. in c\crv particular of a ccrtiun i^ ll 1 rJ * who wn» fiL ly 
loon 1 1 Ime the cu tm]\ if tl c great ual l lie I m »yrch 
i ol new to t! r country wLoir eharart-r fjr K r il knowh Ip - fr 
intc ntj ard for a eld ter of those qualities rhieh fit hlru f t 
that I i^h c flier bad li tn k>lig oiloowirrfg i. Thtte tfl ra 
jl K n.r< wr\ t n M nli c f kuch ft chancier 

Of otW mdu lual if nr h-w ndn mi trail n he c uW nv 
i ueb l ut if li urw t indulge 1 ii fill np u|*ow ihn t y t K 
fimild U in J n re fs anii't the hotr-c Then ms h* 1 *n r 
tt ** eh^mcltr c f «l m hr could not foil car j iVing — Jl * "tl 
r ur t > ll r luu that it mi r -t an ca j thing t tipplj 
j cr f il lair tint lord of thr rdmu«xih 1 arl spelter ml 

f K<*sV u!J ll V. tl attic ram it Lari it \mc rtwctild ep 
)—*t in * m » f^ct v | * 1 1 > lh l c*i»» arm tl r *rctei t \ t 
P nl i J <r of an* < V r run V.a «n t tfnmrjotnr} sM 
I* nt tl w* n, t.r bMi n n j rr d r f «ar «1 cL ex.!’ If rrll t^ 
tun ~s f tl r\ti-yiorr> r fr it \\Mth^ opj nr m t 
t *• * t tpj Ml > j uf tl c vrm ili t ii vt iM i 'r* *■ » 
t tl t *r ic f ttl S* l u< -vlocf urttfl no 

rle^ — I » < 11 a ' fio-u) * ) *h h t» -* 

li’t r t nrtti if 1 Ttvi’ i f( t 

jtt 1 «t i i, ltlr »- ntc fit ’•'r r~t rr 1 C-r I "* 
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the spirit of the county would nnt he impaired, nor in any dean, 
slackened, hoi c\criod with wgour town ids blinking it to a ternnim 
tion; or, il >u- were Mil! to struggle with continued difficulties, In 
would iwk, wns not the name of that noble end it shield and I ul- 
w ark to the nation ? He would thcicfoic sa>, that gentiinnu 
•'jjohe with but little refit ttion, 01 cun coir id< ration, when they 
said the pusent admin'Mi ition were n d entitled totlic confidence 
ol tiint house, or of the public — he meant, ol cotuso, no niori than 
a constitutional coiifulenLC. All he contended for was, that un- 
less some good reason weic assigned to the con tuny, the house 
was bound, b) tbc best principles of police, «ts well ns b) the true 
•■pint ol the constitution of this countn, to wail to sec the conduct 
of the ministers of the crown, before they should withhold their 
confidence. On this subject of confidence, let not gentlemen sup- 
pose that a committee on the state of the nation could he of the 
least use, because nothing that could hi tlicic disclosed could 
gho the bouse more inhumation than the house possessed already 
on that matter, noi could urn, thing he dona in that committee 
that could alter the piesent posture of the exocniuc go\oinim nt, 
unless the committee should pass a resolution to withdraw its con- 
fidence from the present ministers of the crown, and to give it to 
their opponent * and his friends, in order to make them successors 
to them, which would be a pretty stiong measure, and bonier on 
an encionchmcnt on the prerogatnc, besides introducing pi inci- 
ples the \ery reverse of those, which had hithcito imanably had 
the sanction of parliament He did not mean to use any oppro- 
brious epithets towards gentlemen on the other side , but he ecu - 
tamly did not say more than was warranted by fact, when he said, 
that, by the constant coarse of the determination of parliament, the 
pi maples of these gentlemen Imd been reprobated 

Hnuftg said this, he would now utter a word or two for his col- 
leagues, and for himself With regard to their quitting their 
offices, he did not sec any mjstcrj about that subject, and he 
thought he was entitled to rely on the candour of gentlemen on 


* Mr. Fox. 
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the other Mile for bdtetiop the tfnccntv of their declarations ca 
the occasion- The honourable gentleman * who »p\4t b”M, *ai 
pleased to tay be would allow that lh case of a public tm.au) rr cf 
imponancc which a minister found be could not propose mithsuc 
c«i or that he was not able to propose os a measure which *u 
Miaredly lotrcctrc the nsufcmw oftho*c who compose the exe- 
cutive pore rmnf tit and that such c measure a minlitcr could t»t 
conscientiously gno up or abandon — that »ach a comlxtnrr cf 
things would bo »u0rctrat to excuse a minister for rvtinng to! 
would indeed pie a minister n right t< retire. Now after that 
allowance of the honourable gentleman It wa matter nfasfoetsl 
raent to him that anj doubt could have bchn entertained by that 
lionnuTable gent) man on that part of the mbjLCt ot that he did 
u«m at rnce admit, that the circum unev which hod been *a£o 
cntly exploit'd tdread) had amounted, in the opinion of that ho 
roumbl gentleman, to n complete jo nficatwn ufblmwdfaod 
other* who had retired. )(e admitted, bcmcier to tire honoura- 
ble gentleman, that if o person who filled on other of inp^tact 
tru> under government had f rmed the project of propmmj 
me n *a*ure which did not appear to him to U of tnorh puVic 
nnju rt uc nlibon^h hehad mad bj hii mmd upon it, fat which 
h e IJ r i cotrj mto ef ct Krln clrarlv tint the L m if the 
g-jirTiarmt w which h mad a putt wa *c*m t him U-en d 
* tl dutv t ( uch anunHtrrtrt (on-^o t^atopirdin acd loucrv* 
fc r.iUrr t an withdrew fix * i titter frutn g* icraontf mt c 
1 >%.r f p td 

Ir 1 tU *a» t it wai r\trtr- !v painful to Mm t hr nM *-d to 
s \ v nu 1 eH o Ion t occupy ihrattrrti n *ftlw Lnret 
t l wild l rxc l } 3tleLrll 'll t rtj I rile parp^c ( 1 
|Vi it t Wti)c**x llolf ifitwa r rrvi r trim t 

i ‘ la l r f r,j t -J hi n w n» i r J r t in ( ~t 

ft It M iw l t tit w) 4 l u t t r h<T h 1 arcrd 

>»t i r we t t 1 1 t *»»s t ~* f -t l -* i I ut n nxi*.!/ i • 

j- ft J 1 j 1 r* V itit t *) ? ,t f/ p <* t t»f \ lie 

t *i i t e ill wee t »tr it v'-t j- i) •* ut r ^ 
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account, and nfti only (o win t h id taken place* within the last 
two month';, nndhewnnU unitue k> nlhge, that enough had 
happened within that time to wipi ofl the idea ul his hemg dis- 
posed to ‘•hrjiih from difficult) , 01 wilting to gt 1 rid of mi) rc- 
'puiMluhn What had happened within that pciiod had nthnded 
hnn an oppoitunit) of '■lu wmg, in a particular manna, that he 
was willing to be responsible to an\ extent wln< h his situation cast 
upon him in that paiticuhr lie had hud tin* good foitune, how- 
ever unfortunate 1 the cause, to have shew n that lie was not oni) a 
part), hut that he" was the deepest of all pa 1 ties in rev 
Jponsilnlil) , m (he adoption of a mousuie the most entical 
with regard to himself and his (ollcngurs He was then, fore 
led to «;ay, as to the meusme which had induced him to quit 
his situation, that he did belio\c the importance of it, and 
the tiicumstnnces by which it was attended, to be such, that 
while he icmained in office he should hn\e been utnblo to bung 
itiorwaid in the way, which was lijvdy to he eventually successful , 
and thercfoie he judged that ho should sene less benefimdl) the 
public, ns well as the paities more immediately the obiects of it, 
in making the attempt, than in desisting ftom the meastne. Ills 
idea of the mcusuie itself was, that it was one which upon the 
whole had been bettor adopted than refused unclci all the cncuni- 
stances such was also the idea of those who bad acted with him, 
and the) had thereloic thought it bittei that the) should quit 
thur ofhco=, than continue under such circumstances in Ins Ma- 
jesty’s sen ice. In doing this, they had acted puuly Irom prin- 
cinle , the) had acted in such a manner as find satisfied thoir 
own minds, which was to them important, and he hoped they 
had acted jn such a munqer as would, one day or other, bo per- 
fectly satisiaetory to the public, so iai ns the public- should ever 
think it w 01 tli their vlnle to be concerned in Ins conduct. 

The mcusuie to which lie alluded, had he pioposed it, as at 
one time he wished, was notone ’which gentlemen on the other 
tide of the bouse weie likely to look on lightly, although he should 
have had the good fortune to have their suppoilif he had brought 
It forward, that is on one pait* but he did not thujk that he 
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tm to which orm* gentlemen for purposes, pcrltojo r*r>t mv 
doubtful have been pleased to attach 10 much importance! f 
know of no light »hicb tbe house of commons iticlf stQl len a. 
coromiiuc can have to require of nny man t» rtate hi* mw 
for tendering hr* resignation to bn Krrrrtfyn ; unr it it a comra a 
thing for the pul lie to require It A man very often fnderd 
ftcun hn oppcul to the public on goln 0 out of office and tbit 
fimetimet tw fnuch with a nr»h to be rtsimttUcd as any thirty 
hut 1 never heard of a man bnn 0 called on to exculpate himstlf 
from the chary, of resigning lint gentlemen say that, by our 
being wlcnt on the suljccl of the catholic question, we b»sr 
brought the name of our vrvtrcign into dl repute and the bo* 
Dour* Me gentleman cl*oo«cs to put a convtruetimi on our runxlv 
Ing silent and then to a W a question* whether the catholics Lid 
or had not been deevKed And upon the obstacles to the tons 
sure m they am stated In a j*npef of which 1 shall take not** 
shortly the hoororvldo gentleman r*v> that iMarfroVr ob* 
stuck* are In the way of the mrtnurr 1 do not hn iw wf at paper 
he took uj I cannot l*c ropoo iLle for it nor indeed fir lb* 
verbal accuracy of any paper vrhntrscr I believe llte wo*d which 
the hon ramble p ntlcmon has allud'd to mai really tnivyer IV 
and n t ttuttAcraf If l pm tLnt suljcci oil 1 will zj i*lhu*— - 
That ■lihoDj.h 1 ni bed to *ubl dt the qur lion uf the cat! obc* ta 
rarlvonnm |h re welt such cdjrcimns statrj ** Ci*de mr ft f it 
icnp<^>hh with pr\q n t) to bnn„ lb men>nrr firwaiJ M a 
n,iDT\trr Th se arr ll f tt-rsl wtldv l cIhs-*c to U*C Ujerl tf 
subj c t f I ojrt end 1 c nth man Lift Jia r (un iri* m *' 
m i iM i iL i 1 in thi t’^eeL lie traj * pti ts It 
1 tsi Inn l' wv^nj* I 1 *4, [* 11 nf l Hrv p bon U e i'lf'Tt 

i«l 1 t ullcnsm msy Iran vLsi tnf ni r i^-y p «) 
r t | *‘ ill r y n f ^ f 1* C n- r.p' n l 1 1 ret l « 

I tl «.V | l Wit t!» most 1 ItwI *t» t *e I 1 for ill'* 
wvt v »» t rca 1 1 In q *** t*n tr*J t 1 j r f irtuUs*, ) 

I t-u I w 1 r» t t ll tl rt wl t» i i v t i be*, tj el 
*** T 1 7 * « ' r wf , t i/rcr*ti«n r rf 
» 1 1 “J | t v t-t. Jj 1 ■** j .1 tu l£ ■* y v J -** e- | t ' 1 
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i\ill not nnsu?i intoiiogatories I will toll tlur-e gentlemen, how- 
t'Ncr, that upon this *'Xtbjoct they deceive thcnuclves grossly. 
Should they he ubU to establish that the opinion ol the soveuign 
made it irnpo->"'ble to bung tin. subject forward, they would gain 
nothing by it, ior, should the opinion of the sou reign he what it 
might, or the opinion ol his tenants what it might, of tlu sovo- 
icign to dispense with the soiwci*-, 01 of theMMvnnt to tenth i Ins 
lesignution, it would still n mam tin same Let these gt ntlemen 
hut once he able to shake this principle, and th'*y will base done 
more than they will be willing to .now tow .mis the do-trucium of 
the mount ch) the\ will have cstahl.slud (lie most cxti.iva- 
gant part of anoliguchj tint cur was erected m un state, for 
then neither the sovereign could dismc-s, mu (he suh|ect lesign, 
without an explanation being made to tlu public So that the so- 
vereign, the father of Ins people, could laser pan from Ins nr- 
xants, unless he condescended to shew that the) ga.e him had ad- 
mccj nor Ins servants tender their icsigimtion, unless they could 
prove that something was attempted to he imposed upon them 
which they could not, in their consciences, appiove Now, I 
would ask, is that the state, or is it desirable it should be the state, 
of the monarchy of this countr) ? Cortuml) it is not. The use of 
the name of the sovereign foi the purpose of influencing opinion* 
in tins house, or m any deliberative assembly, is justly deemed un- 
constitutional The sovereign exercises bis opinion on the senti- 
ments, as well as capacity, oflns ministers , ami if, upon either, he 
judges them to be incompetent, 01 in any degree unfit, it is the pic- 
rogatne, and, with perfect loyalty, let me add, aye the duty , ol the 
crown to dismiss such immsteis. Allow me also to su),tlinti! 
a minister feels, that, from a sense he entertains of his duty, he, 
ou<*ht to propose a measure, hut is convinced that his endeavours 
must be mcfiectual, to that his services must be limited to a nar- 
lovver compass than he could desire, and that success, in some ma L 
terial point, is impossible, he ought to be pcimitted to rctiu hut, 
m propoitionto the difficulty which the sovereign may have in ac- 
cepting the resignation of such a minister, ought to be Ins love for 
such a sovereign I hope I am not deficient in my duty to the best 
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of KirpfCJpTj and I b. pc the whole croand nnJ crotne -of ay 
action trill continue to l>e juMtfrrd dutmj the civile of Vo* rrrpv 
Thi b oil I thall upon this rutjrct, which mas peitup* to 
*aji p p won* than I ou^bt 

With respect howmer to the a^uraocei **ld or supjvwd 
ba\e been belli rut to the catholic* of Ireland I would odd * t-w 
vrottl* The honourable gentleman hu alluded to a paper circu- 
lated m that part of hi* Majctti * iloimnlcn It was a mctcorarr* 
dum *etit m the name of a liable Ion! at the hnJ of the e\fcoijtf 
gmermnent of Ireland — a character rcrcTrd by all oho ItK-w bun* 
and whc^c name I am pcnuaJcd will not be pro!httrd tifr nwaw 
tloned In tbh country with en\ ditrcpret I kuow it tolc tree 
that the noble lord did feel it nj,bt a< a matter cf public d'rte to 
malr n eororounfeotvon Ij penom post Iratacdutely nmonp the 
catholics and to *tati the raoii\<> which led to Ihr bte cl nn?: that 
toot i lace in Ms Majesty » council* InonJ rtopmentan) rente 
presentation oT that *obj -ct then nddic^ t il e dohgrr of the pnhtft 
tranquillity I to »utc that matter c fault and di unctljr U »** 
my cxprtM dr»w not rimryed by my^lf but throoch a o'Hf 
friend* i f mine uttin.* nrar me, thr t the noblr 1 nt thojtd file 
the opportunity ofdtMrp tlm I do rot a ity-itc any turn I Ltiii 
but I tf ink it yy an on «tr to any charge o^airtf u» uponthi* sub* 
j ct f f ft mrotirs tlat *1 I'Mmtitnrinroakii thrt rrp*t>'!»t> 
tKin iml rvpUnntKin i f our mot \a ao l the pnnrtpV cf it W 
lbr» thit ibe ttu mpl t t nlire uai wl hm at tl n Uroc weolJ cr’y 
If pn-Jucti e <\ pntllc u^ltur* tm-ni The i potmmmo a** 
th<“n.kjic tn»J tlutwithro-j ct tn tl jwrtieUfi pijvr M ertf 

It tt O'tftWUU 1^ C”TitU dwut tf V UK V HiVi Vc pejEV* 

*,M tl rr*-t-»t f r tl f ittn.’arp v in r\ fit l i* > nu &d* urn 4 ! 

f« i 1 1 \fl tL< ktt wl d-s I * J C t Of 1 1 tio-yrd vt / 

elm rt 1 mtcipnt l t» \t t teeter r f •h-' W*t f 
Itkctl*. 1 t t x - *r=t’n*p iq it r rr rifirr-Vb Is •’ ** 
wh ill s t i 3 ape* 1 1 t \S M h j i *i n 1 ! *,!* * <■» 
jrittd. "arj l U t ccr* t *i t dit *t irjr KLt'rO^ t *3 t 
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subject; and it is fit, not only that this house should know them, 
but also that the community at laige should know them — I mean 
tins that a mcasuic of thatsoit appeared to me to he of much 
importance under nil the circumstances , and that being unable to 
bring it forwaid as a measure of government, I thought I could 
not therefore in horioui remain m the situation in which I' then 
stood, and that I was desirous of letting it also be understood, 
that, whenever the objection I alluded to did not exist, the same 
obstacle did not interpose, every thing depending on me, as well as 
those who thought with me, I should do, for that I was desnous 
of carrying that measure, thinking it of great importance to the 
cmpiie at large, but that, in the mean time, jf any attempt to 
pi ess it, so as to endanger the public tranquillity, should be made, 
ur to pervert the affection of any part of lus Majesty's subjects, 
we should take our full shaie m resisting such' attempts, and that 
we should do so with fiimness and resolution These aic the sen- 
timents which I expressed, and I did hope that the day would come 
when, on the part of the catholics, should such a measure be re- 
vived, it would _be earned in the only uaj m which I wished to 
see it earned", which was certainly conformable to the general 
tranquillity of the empire As to any othe” pledge, I beg leave 
to give none — I have engaged myself to give none — I will give 
none — either now or at any time. I have contributed, as far as 
peaceable endeavours could go, according to my judgment, in the. 
best manner I could at the moment, for the general anteicsts of 
the countiy 

This is all I shall say on this pait of the subject, and I am 
ashamed to have been obliged to trouble the house so much as I have 
done, especially as -another bianch of it lemnins, and on which I 
milst still say a few words — it relates to a question, Whethei any 
of those who have reined fiom office, had so pledged themselves 
•to the catholics as to be under the necessity of resigning their 
offices because they could not perform then pledge ? I beg leave 
‘ to deny that, and, what is more satisfactory, I believe \ am au- 
thorised m denying that the catholics conceived thcimejveit to have 
received any such pledge I know that the nob b, hid to whom 
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I have nltodcd An d m\ oobf ft* bd near r^e who Mtut hate beet 
a party to such transact » n, if any »u di had pa vd did a t n> 
cr>ntr) to ta. I dp not now , nor crer 4i J *o cuncnvc iu That 

the catholics might bate conceited svth an rvj«cctau<jn U me*t 
natural — -Whv 1 Because the men. attentiteij t have 
nn it especially aft r tb muon* the measure btrt appeared 
to me to U. mlutarj and expedient and 1 can lute a*’ 
hn on to iblttV that tb y rrem U-n languim, In thetr cxpeemttnt j 
on tbit tobyect tbah I wax. That tbry thought there net * trry 
pr-djbb chance foe tbe men tire » mM certain i fur 1 belme 
tl ere wra no one m thH hoo'-c nor, I Icltcvc in the other hco*a 
of prvtrmnH'nl, who In argument has att mpted to deny that the 
difficulties would U cotpidcnibljf ditwurhed on ibh xubject, t^trt 
the romsuw of the unh n was nccompn bed 1 sras of that cyrr-ti 
whm tbn subject debated — I am of that c pi-don at ll— -and «fcn 

nxvma la Cncur of it do ter) much yrtpond ratet this b career 
arcs aftcmardi pi cn up on renin cs of eipeibeoe) An CxpeetAL’ct 
In faxonr of tl W me-^urc then, watj but a pledge 1 do dnb’tt'Jj 
Itatr tlrrrwa tiutv* 

IU in said ihm reach m the change of Mi Mnj > ) t miro-tf** 
a. d iU retain re of extendm the rtmamjn & ponte-ra to ?f r <d 
thu to * f Irehr 1 1 till oet tn uMell e b uv» nftet th *1W f 
rre* fxm lalcrfru rfnrr bt b\Uoorsl>I tnre J ml* aej *r 
fTtrx't to tl r caut* ml pTTkprnc of the e»r nWli 
l en lb sat pat rf r prat 1 I re it> tl r» lu.xr*c Cpl if it « ^ 
t Celery l ball i« r tm« i f plud ir*"* d tl r*r* a"'* 4 * 
irro^t ix-f on t* v thre *-k.c Wil I mrh n rtj ft *tu 4 i * , J1 
1V» iUtvWCre. **• t w tt\ O o-* t tee \ ’ vtt V -’jex't say * fa 
w » »rtS loult f r etl } f tlr w r la t* -* 
»- of l o t ^nnl \ t\-t Vi n ( n > n 1 itr ♦ « 
% i »tt llvrlt Id l f Jet rip* 4a Itty U t'll fi * e~ 
y \ l »< tl I ^ r-nirl t 1 ty L ^i 

b^tll e tilt «t itno.f l r r m flr» < 

* i of j*\ t‘ ^ -*tU i-n t ’ ft e / M 

t *tl «*». * i i l t l o' -i i t n 4 

K t C t \ t w tl *H I * < *-* 

t 



PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 


TSOI ] 

t 


i£> 


fcrnal tranquillity, and the suppression of destructne and anar- 
chical principles, and the third was, the pieservalion of the na- 
tional independence and piospehty If W'c have foiled m one of 
these objects, ne hate most completely accomplished the others , 
and it is no inconsiderable consolation to us, that we ha\e at thii 
moment, in the wreck of surrounding nations, the glory and satis- 
faction of maintaining the dignity and happiness of the country. 
We hare kept our lesources entire, our honour unimpaired, om 
•integrity imtoiute. amid all the discordant elements of janing con- 
federacies, while those states which did not act in unison with 
the manly protection which wc afforded to then wants and 
pra\ers, became the victims of the common cncinj We ha\e not 
lost, 1*n the nndst of all the dreadful comul-ions which ha\e de- 
vastated Europe, a single foot of territory ; and \.e ha\e given to 
the rest of the world man} chances of sahation These bir, were 
the general objects of the war ; and the details of our operation* 
•and successes have been so amply enumerated bj. my right ho- 
nourable friend, as to render any comment or obser. ation from me 
unnecessary. 

I has c unh one word to say on the state of the finances, as ± 
choree has been thrown out that it has been a var of unc'-ampjeff 
profusion If on tins head an} specific charge be made, I can 
onlv say that I shall be at rll times read) to meet it, I can, how* 
e\er, say, that I have at lea- 1 the merit of rendering the system 
more plain than on an} former occasion, men when the sums m*- 
■ccs'arv to pro.ide for the csjgencics of the public senior did not 
ramotnf *o one-tenth of the present disbursements That tonsidn- 
ation, Lo . r, * pris no committee on the state of the nation. 
It is a fair r v .panson made between the espenses of the jm sen t 
war, ae-i t ! at -hi^h preceded it ; and it is considered at the same 
time, the l the la*t was one earned on and condur *cd by re- 
gular m ard " jth accustomed method, and that the prcentis 
wjth a cojn'n winch stales its capital in the contest, obre- 
unaolc to support the warfare with anyiegular r untie, fc cr '~' 
polled to male an mroad upon ns stock, and dmmn.i* 

VOL I * * 
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Source of rrtenw fend ii wiU be fotmd tbnt the ptment war Lot 
been coodactcd with unexampled ceonorar and frugality That 
an unisonal pressure has b^cn produced bearing upon uH e*dm 
of the peojdr cannot be denied j bat the fact of economical tx 
peodilnrc during the present war must nt the same tfno be *J/mC 
frd 1 <*uh net to go deeply into the subject but if fwHlcttrtft 
will look at the state of the resenoe, excluding the taxes irafwd 
dimnj the present cont st and taking onlj the taxes which exhtfJ 
At the conclusion of the List pence, tbej will find tint, allowing 
( »r some deficiency upon beet and malt those pmnanvnt taxes 
hare increased in produce about 4 000 000/. per annum since tie 
period of that ponce Tbey will rdso find that If they lt*A * 
little forth r lh* inxr* appiepriated to the sinking fund now pro* 
dutr little Iev»th*n5 OCK»OOo/ per annum, malln'* together th*tfin 
cJOOOQOOnt I) which ii* amount of the permanent rtstr'f 
t a* been jncrea rd ui.ee the conclusion irf tire last price— a sot's 
which It will m 10,000,000/ of thv omount t f the in: rtc, f 0^ 
the mini borrowed dunog the woe yran that die wsr has UftS'e* 
tunatdy continued tlr»l the expenditure of the pmenl has Km 

* t> cutw I mhU b-ss than In pH other fotfntr wan raciv* kea 
tnotnrM he diluted Hi knowing of tJ U Cstt l*, 1 It^pc 
feiert tucj^rntea^uimc aatnb te to that tic 4 }* -v/efter which m ** 
le demrd fr m a g-m-ral mnfiou of thi-x- topics whhoot l rtn p- 
trg them ti tie text of pan scalar detail fhk ir t >nraU i n t* 
surety cctnptrntto taaltbur >11 ih« alarm of Imdiisjerdl* 

Ian. aru| ruinoas ekfwnditare which art »o foopk-otls S'wnJrd 
*:-»i A to which 1 lioe u no Uev fit that can tmtr' bat ea J 
U nt p-Cir* of l ocj itr t of which k mc'd** 

It \y to Inf w/ i'.* »n.f^y ti d* evaur* *d 1 r b U U l*s.V I* 

aig^tr 

1/ur a dt l.'if i« 1 i '/r t j C « 4 w* tl 

I t_l*A it rir-o- rv |-* ismv a me *>.t jfj ^ i J 

v th *J r*j «* sw -a i r i J xai*e s tj<J it t-* ^ 
lt«x itJuj nlr u i , s j w» t p-„t r r - s * ^ 
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impolicy to his Majesty’s late ministers. They speak as if th 
blow was already stiuch, 01 had been inevitably decided on, L 
no man can say that all hopes of pacilication with the northern 
powers are wholly excluded. It was the earnest, wish of thostt 
ministers that the extremity of war might be avoided • at the same 
time they were prepared for both — eitliei to commence a war with 
vigour and energy, in defence of the dearest lights and interests >of 
the country, or finall) to settle the question in dispute on term? 
consistent with the honour and dignity of the country. Were his 
Majest) a ministers tamely to sutler the country to be borne down 
dby the hostility of the northern powers, or were the) quietly to 
allow those powers to abuse and kick it out of its right ? They 
wisiied to bring the question to a prompt decision, whilst at the 
'same time they rendered the full smooth for pacific negocintion — 
[Here Mr. Pitt went over the grounds of the question relative to 
neutral bottoms, denying that free bottoms make fiee goods; con- 
tending that contraband of war ought to include naval as well as 
.military stores , maintaining that ports ought to be considered in 
2 state of blockade when it was unsafe for vessels to enter them, 
although the ports were not actually blocked Up; and denying 
-the right of convoy to preclude neutral ships frohi being searched. 
In support of these opinions, he quoted the decisions of courts of 
Ia.\,.and treaties entered into between this country and various 
■othei powers, in which he contended the rights now claimed by 
this country bad been expressly acknowledged. He then pro- 
ceeded as follows ] — It was during the short time, Sir, 'that the 
right honourable gentleman* filled the office of secretary of state, 
who, fiom the greatness of his genius, might have been led to those 
bold attempts which by, common minds would be denominated, 
rashness — it was duung that shoit pound that he advised his Ma- 
jesty to cede these rights in behalf oi the Empress of Russia, for 
the purpose of puichasmg her friendship, and preventing that so-J 
Nereigu fiom joining France, with whom ,we weic then at war* 


Mr. Fox, 
S> 5 ? 
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How fir tH*s wts pwid yvJicv 1 will tr4 now pTtxrd to dr-ccu 
bat in this 85 la every other cession cf the tame nature n h pHus 
the nght rested m this country since it could net gtre eUl it 
did not procu it was ceded » & matter of Cntour tel pnra op 
*i a matter of ttgbL Let it, however be grant d that it bjj 
an act of Krtmd policy 1o male that ervica to Po^u, tint U w^ 
so it that time when onr naval inferiority wa too enfartur^ 
compicuom — when we not at war with France with 
and with Holland and when the addition cf Hm- ian Let >tj 
might hare been a serious evil don it f Ucm that at the j wtM 
roonrnt when the feet* cf all the northtm p ow ers cv-ln d 
with those of France and Spam, and of IMlanJ would be oa- 
crjaal to a contest with the great and superior cnxal pontf of Fn 
Led— docs it f 11 uw that we are to racnficc tb** manlitnepvt 
rc*s cf Britain at the ihnw efRowiaf *hall we cIW m 
frerdom to tL trade of 1 ranee ?— *hatl wc iuf f that cmr- f) * 
wnd tul her 12,000 000 of cxjcri nod nt tire her iajeut> n 
return,! enlarge pmate capital aedrcerra e ibe pabLe» -*t b- 
hall wr all iw hnr to rtttiTe nasal > vrs u i tuiVed and ntc 
l aitd and reft that rm> which the ra. or of car seamen Lii d 
itreyrd 1 — flail wr r 4u„Unl} gne cp oar ntinumr oj* re ■53K' 4, 
arid e*jv«e can b'l to wr rs, (-> d a fon, ird cort- mptl N *- > 
m»n can d-pLre more thin I d-i i l J /~-i kX hnr-sn l f — 1 * 
calami-'** arrj the dntnsws cf • j \ b l will hIj *a.”v5 be 

and echrcwlo> me thci c •*■ i ruvssu-l urV asd-cf ^ 

rn^teuit> rt-urr your t ^ra) tr^dnd tL* c^-cti ^ >rf>~i y t 
r«;Jr tu j» n bit d to pcvlr''* s it* tr'* cf rr 1 l '** 
lin m «. retort if tV r» dl 1 J U* f fa j ■*■ ■ d m ” 
f j-~cv cf tV r'-'t w’c-n t c» e> a*J « T 

t..'-j- rr '-itt - r at -Tarl* t { Tt 1 in*— *' Jhl's 
l t t twv ;nla ynne w’^b r 1 t F 

cThtas wt bp nl tb-H Octi erv- • l ^ »l*f p'r* x f 
l v w t rsjrttv a 1 h v a ^ r'-r*'*- v 

ut V-'o-'T" - n V) f tti ■* T l' t t + 1 1 * 

t -fw I -w*t* *iefl> ** 

xj J t F — fit II (|t« Itt 
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rbilhnc; nrd tbr dnip of Moot!, nubn than timely submit » 

<U’Lrtdtug tonec-Mon. or im.uuK \ u !d the nphu of the countn l 
* L * * »- * 

ffmmlul UMtipatimi. 


T Hf « o-’ t^n, iq-cn a thriven, v.'s n'paurcd; 
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Ti r He. sc’nv np pr«<:-5cd to the order o r the da) for tal my nt'ocono- 
ce-at the p'xhswrs'-y nicks rf peace t.i’Ji the brcrch Kcpnhlic, that part 
cf ! Wait j'i 'pc<- eh which rch'cd to the prcliminarj trta’y, and ->Uo the 
trr*') a ere read 

It v w tl cn rmvrd h) Sir Fd^'and fkrtop, — "That an humble address be 
prt r 't *"ii tohii Majc t), than! wp hiv Majt *\ for hemp pracimi’l) pleaded to 
•inhr the p'Cbmmsrici cf pra"c wdi J ranee io he laid before that Houtc— • 
Mo a' arc I is Majrit, of tlicir jmt <«’<-£ of |hi? fredi tfisiancc of lav paternal 
care fnr the welfare 3 rd happmc* of h s people, and to txpre i tlicir firm 
rUnrte, that the jin.il ratification of dime prchinnarie-. will he highly 
idvanugcnus to die ir.tercti, iud houotirabfc to the character, of the British 
ration.” 

Afr,.PrrT delivered his sentiments m support of the address . 

He raid, that upon t 'Uhjcct’in jLsclf of such importance, and 
one upon which it was unfortunately Ins Jot to dtfiei frbm soma 
•with whom it had been his happiness to have been connected by 
the strictest ties of friendship, for the gmiter part of Ins life, ho 
was anxious to debtor Ins sentiments, before the attention of the 
Jiotite, and hjs own powers, should be eshausted by fatigue. In 
considering the question, whether these turns should be accepted 
m rejected, there was one proposition winch he might lay down, 
with, he believed, but little dunger of contradiction, and that was, 
that foi some tune past, all labomtl, all thinking men, had concur- 
red in an opinion, that whatever their wishes might have been, 
whatever hope* might at dillercnt periods of the war have beep 
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.■ertarocd, yd that nfter the erena which bad taken place on 
! continent of Europe tbc qa« Juu of peace or wor tctcctn 
eat Britain and France become a queition of tcrmi only In 
nog down this proprmuon l*. drsred not to have U c JroUted a, 
ids and rejected in luUnmcc. Afl r the conclod in of thr 
ice between Franco and tbc peat contii> ntrd powers oft r t*r 
solution of tbc confederacy of tbcitatCN ofLaroj** — a ceofrdf 
:y which ho bad rupporird to the utmost of Im power or) 
th re* pcct to which he Hill retained the pime icrtuncnti — after 
i dmolutlon, howercr of that conf'dcraey it became tn tt\f 
pintion of the tenut to bn obtained JotonnHwi, and f* tbev. 
ici who itm remained faithful to u» and t » tb 'tr oun urtm<h 
»ajm, thi he wai aware that he differed from mam of «Lo«c 
ipnentt be hod tho hi Jiwt opinion. anJ whom he bdtb 1 ■« J 
d honoured Imt it war the firm conviction of hi* tried, atr 1 1 
.» hn doty both to the hou»e an I the public, fulU and ctCiTp'V 
Hate hii imtimeott upon tLe subject \\ ken hi raid, that tl t 
rrtjonof praetor war between thu country tmd Trann wi»a 
ration rf terms &n!y hewrhrdtolx nal ntrod m Irm n. 
■vlnm about the pi t ml con pi xino of tie rt afvt * 



1801 ] 


PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 


I 


had come to a question of terms, and the pacific dispositions of' 1 
enemy conesponded with ours, lie for one should h«i\e acted up. 
that principle, and knowing that to be his own feeling upon the 
subject, he should neither act with fairness nor candour if he did 
not apply it to another administration lie did not pretend to 
state to the house, that this peace fully answered all Ins washes, 
but the government had undoubtedly cndea\oured to obtain the 
best terms they could for the countiy , and he was ready to con- 
tend, that the diffcience between the terms we had obtained and 
those of retaining all which we had given up, would not hare jus- 

i 

(ified ministers in piotracting the wai lie was anxious upon this 
subject to speak plainly, because it was one on which he ought to 
have no rcsene, either with the house or with the country. What 
the terms were to which this country ought to look in the present 
state of Europe, had been, in lus opinion, most accurately and 
most ably described by his noble friend *. The principle upon 
which administration acted, and in which he perfectly concurred 
with them, was, that in selecting those acquisitions which wc wish- 
ed to retain, it was our interest not to aim so much at keeping pos- 
session of any fresh conquest which we did not materially want, as 
to ondea\our to retain those acquisitions which, from their situa- 
tion or from oilier causes, where the best calculated for confirm- 
ing and securing our ancient ten itories. The object wbicb must 
naturally first piescnt itself to c\ery minister, must be to give ad- 
ditional rigour to our mantime strength, and secunty to our co- 
lonial possessions. It was to them we weie indebted for the un- 
paralleled e\ci lions which we hare been enabled to make m tha 
course of this long and erentful contest, it was by them that w« 
were enabled, m the wreck of Europe, not only to effect our own 
secunty, but to hold out to our allies the means of safety, if they 
had been but true to themselves. 

In thus considering the subject, it was necessary to look to thi 
leading quarters of the world in which we were to seek for this sc- 
'cunty. It was endent that our acquisitions were all m the Medi- 
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terr?Lnc-rm lathe Dut and tnthcVTfst Indies ThovMihothou httbat 
tha country ought to Ttlnin all its aequmuarr* would of c cu~' 
consider nay cenicm nude by as Incumpa itlc cuter with cur 
safety or with our honour Eut there wtn tTJ notgo tLa hrgh 
would agree wuh Ltm m thinhhvg that when we mere to gue bach 
apart and retain • part of our conquests it was our dut\ bo cm 
eider which of them acre the t«t calculated to promote the two 
gnat leading objects to which he had before alluded ard if 
It should appear upon exoauam^ the proem treaty c f pence that 
in two out of the three quarters which be had moonoord ur h 
the Last ond West Iodirt, me had retained such po-jcidoti s-v 
were the best calculated to effect the security of oar ancient p*** 
mlom, me had ntnr circumstance considered dope as tee eh ai 
could be eip.-cted Without omlrntlair^ cur conqur'bfolf 
WcOiUrraoean and the gallant aebics meets by which them ltd 
been effected, especial y the capture of Malta (nod ccrtiirl) ra 
mvi washes inclined to undervalue them than hr «a%) yet ura~ 
be BJmiU«-d hy cray roan ucqtHuotrd with tire real lot mts e 
ll is country that compared with the La l and Met I- *«w th. 
McdiinTjnt au h lot a srcuoJary cor Merabeo mdrrrd th «*» 

t proomitton so olnicrj tbit it was unnecessary f t Uq to ct t 
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or powers, with whom wo might happen to he in alliance. Ho 
agreed with his noble frit ml*’, tlmt when then? w.is not n powerful 
tonfedernev on the continent in qtir favour, this eotinlrv, wall 
nil its nnval supcnority, could not make any ver) serious efiorts on 
the comment . \it, in the emt of such n conledcracy, much un- 
doubted!) would he done b) the co-operation of the llntish navy 
in the Mediterranean lint at the pi esent moment, nnd situated 
as Europe at present is, we ought not, upon an) one pimtiplo of 
wisdom or poliry, to prefer acquisitions in the Mediterranean, 
to the attainment of the means of giving additional secant) to 
our possessions m the East and Most Indies. It was upon this 
principle that hehcnrlil) approved of the choice winch ministers 
had made, in preferring our sec unt) in the West Indies to an) ac- 
quisitions that we might have made m the Mediterranean , because 
he considered it as a rule of prudence which ought never to be de- 
viated from, not unnecessarily to moitif) the A clings or pride of an 
enem) — [“Ilenr! hcar ,,, from the other side] — Gentlemen, from 
their manner, seemed to think that he had not nh\a)S adhered to 
that maxim he would not interrupt Jus argument In entering into 
ti personal defence of lnmsclf, but, whenever gentlemen were in- 
clined to discuss that point, lie was perfectly ready to meet them, 
giving them the full benefit of any expressions that be bad ever 
used Supposing the events of the war to be equally balanced, 
nnd in negociating for one of two possessions, both of equal value, 
but that our possessing one of them would hint the feelings or mol- 
lify the pride of the enemy more than the other, he should think 
that ajustifiable reason for selecting the other : he did not say this 
from any nfiectation of sentiment, or peculiar tenderness towards 
the enemy, but because an enemy would not give up such a pos- 
session without obtaining from us moie than an equivalent Upon 
this principle, he hoped the house would concur with hnn in 
thinking, that we ought not to insist upon retaining the island of 
Malta If our object had been to retain an) possession which had 
Ipfmerly belonged to the cnem), and which we had capfuied Atom 


f Lord Caulcrengh, 
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them T»uh IhttYiew of adding to the iccot ty of oar old docum* 
cm then Malta did not eomc under the description, became it 
ntu not nn ancient pemrswon of the cn my. hat had been > 
quiml bj him unjottly from a third pouter Itthr-f repp* 
prated to him more cm i tent will rrWom and jowvi jtdjet, ia* 
iber to pot Mold under tho protection of a thinl power capb 
cf protecting it, thou, hj n tainin^, it oonelrts to mortity tL, | -xie 
and nttroct the jcftlotm of the enemy 

The ciIh-t pm n inn which kc ImJ acquired and t-pno U,* 
proj net) of retaining which moch had lien af 1, uti Minor* 
With n"»pcct to dm Hand l.r perfectly a neurr it In the oyer 
of bh rollc friend that h would nl«a>» Morg to the 
who po the gnatmt maritim ilrvn„th the eaperfrrce of 
the fnir Itt ujn» proved tbcjuiticeof tbn uWrvadi n j for Mr* 
rwm la I regululy hified band* according to the pnj-ondrru« 
of mantime rtren^th In the Meditcrraivnn In time of yJ'* 
Minorcn ten n pm mdon of no prrat importance or ujI N t H 
ttme of anr, it rt >M be i f no cir whatever unle^ ae pc*wtv\l a 
rannt n\r tapeni ru\ ; and if wr did pernm* that »opcm>ntY o 
prirrec bttilthmn that itnmiM pmlallyCiU blnt/nrla"- 7 * 
l | n th^-c truun * 1^* ft r uce wool \ not hive «d»i r 1 mufo *e 
iop un tn rcolbcr quartrr fur the puqxa. rfctnMw mturetdl 
th 1 .and of Minorca dcobtir tv It d>d whether in tiriCi fy*f* 
it wnv worth tLr tvpwofa ynivm H- |hcm„bf tl if'-T 
thei we were jmiifrd in b«A»a„ to lie TV t *n 1 \\<vt Iivlo ( * 
ft j- w ivji n« which it war oar in wit to r» tala 
r rl pc pmilng bK rrgt-t that f rcumtjrrn *rr 1 ** 
to j i nt n tif'tn rtir a jUrr t * i-'y him n ri ^ f "* 
of v-r 4i il c i *ap 1 of Vain 1 1 U't^a! J tu t l »t it w * r ** 
fr t t ip-ri^tmir 1 n b art c » « r-io*et 
i- |f i Uir r Il l l 111 1 «**■ ll 1 * tnf I -y ! fo ■“ * V "* 
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In turning Ins Attention to tho East Indies, he certainly savr 
cause for regret, because the opinion he had been taught to enter- 
tain of the value of the Cape of Good Hope was much higher than 
that expiessed by Ins noble friend. lie knew there were gi cat 
authorities against him , btiton the othoi hand, from what he had 
heard from a noble marquis'"', and fiom a right honourable friend f 
f>f Ins, who had long presided ovei the affairs of India, he was in- 
duced to think the Cape ol Good Hope a more important place 
than it had been represented on this occasion. But thinking thus 
highly as lie did of the Cape, lie considered it as far infenoi indeed 
to Ceylon, which lie looked upon to be, of all the places upon tho 
face of the globe, the one which would add most to the security 
of our East Indian possessions, and as placing our dominions in 
that quai ter m a greater degree of safety than thej had been in from 
4he first hour that we set our foot on the continent ol India An 
honourable fiietfdj of his, on the other side of the house, had la- 
mented that we had not stipulated for the letention of Cochin, and 
stated, that in the ioimer negotiations Lord Malmesbury had 
been instructed to insist upon its lcmamnig in our possession. 
How fai Lord Malmesbury was instructed to insist upon, or recede 
flora, certain points contained in that piojtt, he did not feel him-- 
.self now ai hbeity to state , but lie believed no man would be in- 
clined to say, that it must of necessity be an ultmatum, because 
it was contained m a p>o)ct~ Indeed one of the complaints which 
, we had against the Trench upon that occasion w as, that lliey 
•canted us, contrary to cvciy diplomatic form", to give in our ulti- 
matum first, lie knew that it w as the opinion, at that time, of a 
noble marquis to whom he had befoie alluded, and who had ren- 
dered such essential services m India — but lie was wrong m par- 
ticularising India, for there was scarcely a qunitcr of the globe m 
which tins country had not derived important advantages iron) the 
exalted talents and vntucs of that noble person, who was now 
about to receive the last reward of 1ns sei vices, in putting the 

* Marqun Comwilh* f Mr Dundas. 
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faulting land to ft treaty which would pre poet »o tV wvrld 
after a war in which he Iiad had so Urge a share Id a'ertta,,, fm 
this country the dangers which threatened the tnmt 
part of our \ h«o ions — that ti r retaining of Cochm w w rr-tn* 
iar> to the security of cmr Indian dominium Cut the wblr mar 
<jui 1 e was sure did not now retain the same opinion httac 

importance then depended upon its Unn^ u. frontier post, to j** 
cure ti from on enemy whom we h d ilncc Completely dcsfrrynb 
It vrruld tvt lurxlj be contended for a moment that when the 
power ot fippoo ‘•album was entire, and when there wai ft d reel 
n ad frotu hi> dmnituoas into our », Cochin was mt of infinitely tc it 
importance than it ex uld be now when hU donwunci were lutff 
pO'*^ Ion ] [e did not whh to pie n lu heroin Ulus fatoH ef 
tin rupinrnt but be was really »o much oitonhhetl at nl 1 1 — J 
been said trpen thi point that t p cotild pot help a cl- 
ub eh ajifrored |o htm diticlly in point with the preerb If ** 
w re to U-oV into the ancient period* of oar httlory tsh-m ‘'CotlaM 
uti a rjvinit Ving»lw hostile to ns *pd in it net aUiuntc *idi 
lrwrtr th town fllrrtjek upon Tweed oai nplirr of the prtl 
< timpoitanc us u asnf itifird frontier pint i hqUonljitCioM 
h- b »m 1 to be of eejuil mpnrtnrce row, when berth 1 r*d 
FxJ r l etc i ML J inlatm* kiogd »fn TUi paralbl dnl ft-t tp* 
jwar c Lin to Ic r\« *• tated i and if Cochin « as i f r-' mj- t 
arwe r ft military po t ]«*■ rat ir*rl»n*nl t » think tbit lb ctrn n 
csftl tftU in srry nrqt \i to th^ad actsjes if it we ru l 
d n i fr sft the \ r*» i n r f C yin it was envers-asy f * t ^ 

Jo .Jj I -v-n |l^e — 1 ( tufr I a it ii fU nit 4 * I t tlj 
rs t) l si) \\ )h I— *ar J t rLr C up*- I «• La 1 U f O*' 1 V 
r t m I ir \d r i l it if* t 'ullfc- t nUia it Witl ♦*t«i v 

b » F * r l || -r-tr u i-ti hio tH *i |i hr ‘ 
r SI rtt »t v sla-i } a-e in jej ? f ¥ j It- «iS v» s 
» - « C si 14 J Ti -* r 

II** e l » t *'r ^ 1 W nrf f t e *f ft II t ' 
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tinico — undoubtedly ns a projection to our Lecw.ud Islands it wns 
the bcttei of the two, and, in point of mtnnsic value, the inert, 
important As to its ’..due as a post from which we wight direct 
our future operations ngnmst the possessions of Spain in South 
America, it must he felt by every one to be the best situated of any 
part m the ASest Indies He had nhwiys been of opinion, that 
when it came to be a question merely of terms between England 
and Trance, we ought to retain the possession of one of the great 
naval stations in the West Indies, because our great want in that 
qunrJcr was a nnT.il port The four great nar.il stations wen* 
Guudnloupe, Mai tinico, St Lucn, and Tunidad, and those of 
Trinidad and Martimco were the best, and the funnel the better 
of the tw o 

lie would now trouble the house Miortly upon the subjiCt of 
our allies. Willi Tcsprcr to the Porte w'e hud done cvci) tiling 
that we weie bound to do my woie — wc bid compelled the 
French to the evacuation of Lgypt, and had sdpulatcd for the in- 
tegrity of her dominions There was another object which wo 
had obtained, npd to winch lie did not think so much importance 
; had been given as it deserved , he meant the establishment of an 
infant power, vi/ the republic ol the Seven Islands, which would 
perhaps have otherwise? fallen under the dominion of France tin* 
certainly was nil acquisition of great importance for this country 
not inferior, perhaps, to the possession ofMalla itself. The only 
answer lie had hcaul upon the subject was, that there had 
been a treaty concluded between France and the Pojtc, by winch 
the evacuation of Egvpt was stipulated for; but it could not be 
for a moment doubted tliat it was to the exertions ot this countij , 
and to the brilliant achievements of our unny and navy, that the 
evacuation of Egypt must be attributed and if France had, by a 
diplomatic trick, taken the advantage ot this in two treaties, that 
could not derogate from the merit of this country. 

'With regard to Naples, we were not bound to do any thing for 
her She had even desired to be released fiom her engagements 
to us : but she was compelled to this by an over-ruling necessity . 
and the government of this country, in its conduct towards Naples, 
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had only acted in conformity to its own mttrc*t» t&d till tfja 
Jargr ond liberal grounds in endeavouring to repair Uic ftftcnct 
of nn ally who lad given wij only to force. The burmcrai. 
piatletnan bod argued tbit we eia^ht to hare guaranteed ty 
Naples her dominions brciuive from the continuity of tb 4 
Ci jlpjw republic to Naples, the french might m punefince tf 
thrtmtj evacuate their temtonoouc *Lj nnd xo enter ihra lit 
next but »r from the situation of f-nrope, the present ilipali 
ti m could trot effect the security of Nj]de% it tnovt be ofnf ■cl 
that on) goaraotfo would be recall) unavailing 

With regard to Sardinia, tho van e nbv rvauocv were ftpphfi 
bb j for ere wetrtiot bound to mt Here fur ber, aider' it wu Itte 
i.isInlmccJ that we v rr to tnlr upon ounclert the ful t>f settle 
tk uiTam of il» comment. Hut if we were oml r to tettW th 
nfiui of that oirt of tli ccntineut which was m our own cm ’ 
Umrltt* 1 with svbot cGrct of pr^pri -ty could we at erajt it Jfi 
IlJtlv f lie wm tvaty to grant that we ttijit to Urve ttotv J 
(Vdmont f>r it* sovereign but could no hate cJ^sr^d 1 f 
( uoU w«* Late procured it* mtnnr'ion uiiro no could fc»*t 
dr»pr J id - il r Kiti of I ttona, unh t we ccadJ Kjv g-iiu- J t~* 
fV*dj oranllJ man h public* etui Iriwu ti ? Tuncfe ft a the 
iv wium of bwltmlecJf Vnl ■»* we could Lnir d n- «H tit 
it M <Jd t v** l«vn In vain to n tun. tie Kin-* of 5 irj me t? V t 
c j it il tom<ttn 1 vl rv 1 e t» >rJd b-»»e letTV 1 ) lie fliTorh ** l 
t t r «* jv-rdent rd ttPliit 1 irpuU * 

\v h I jural e r\ tc-Jr muit larteo ter tnnf-*hrr* fid 
i. 1i wn ii t »i» K'-r in e * to be n I'nud from 1 rf rr ■% -rraVT* 
t t l hu * r hi in u» i j c evnu U tt n el trip ** *>■* 

*t 1 ! (n-n if/ ij> p-ti n I* to U-cj -'*■ au t*d it "* 

*1 < rife tnvrit t-itllerTKv l can ipnptf'rrrn ru 
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geographical knowledge had been displayed in tracing the coursa 
of mers ; but gentlemen should recollect/ that a South American 
•and an European merweic mateiialty different, for when you 
were talking of the banks of a river in South America, it was in 
fact veiy often little legs than the coasts of an ocean. It had been 
said, “ you affect to guarantee the intcgnty of Portugal, but. it is 
only after France and Spam have taken every thing they wished 
for” But this again' was not correct. The treaty of Badajoz 
certainls did not give to France all she desntd, because France, by 
a subsequent treaty, c\tortsanother cession of still greater .import- 
ance to her. What happens theni Poitugal has given up this 
.second portion of her territory by force, when you interfere and 
cancel the second treaty, and bring them back to the stipulations 
in the first To you, then, Portugal owes (Ins diflerence in the 
limits of her South American empire, and, to her } 7 ou have acted 
not only with good faith, but with dignified libeiality. 

The only remaining ally was the Prince of Orange. From our 
tjncient connevions, from our gratitude for the services of the 
&ouse of Oiange at the period of the revolution, fiom his con- 
nection with our sovereign, vve could not but take a lively in- 
terest in lus fate, and we had shewn it by our conduct he was 
ljot to be told of tbe guarantee of the constitution of Holland, with- 
out recalling to the recollection of the house the effoils we had 
jpade to defend, the unparalleled exertions Vve had used to restore 
Ijim tD his dominions. Even on the present occasion his interests 
had not been neglected vve did mteifere for him, and ue were 
told that his interests were at thnt time the subject of nogoemtion, 
and that he would receive an indemnity. Even it vve were to taka 
that upon ourselves, it ought not lo stand m the way of agreat 
national arrangement. Thus stood the case vv ill/regard to our 
acquisitions and to our allies. 

But it had been said, that we ought to have obtained more; 
that we ought to .have obtained something to balance (lie gicat in- 
crease of power which France had obtained, that wi have gmn 
France the means of increasing her maritime strength, and, m 
short, that “ vve have signed the death- wai rant of thc-coui.liy." 
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aw in the fint place if we bud trtainrd nil our co, i 

told not ha»e made »ny diCertnce to us la point of ortrrity 
: did not mean to wv he mould no hue rcLurml them nil It 
fetal 1 bat they tveTe no oott> important than « tiny wool t 
<t ns n little more or a little leu < f colonial potrr and calf 
ided to promote our *001017 by Irscmw'np our fi once. Bat 
mid tbc aenulMtion of oil there hired bare enabled 01 to 
tmlrrbnlance the power which Fruocr bad acquired on the coc 
wall They would onlr picui a bnh. more wmlth ( Lat * 
tie ermre nealtu tumid be badly porchjKd by n hide more »ar 
jbauld tblnt 10 ettn If we could U. rurc tbal my 1 y mr rr*.rt 
ur woull pro U to us partituLrly wbmi it was ncolltctol bow 
lay ynn tre IjwI row been enpnprd in tbn ceatnt. Inrjwa 
, howeeer ttl«out ertt rrvjorm be would tale upon bltr-vd' 
itate (and be hrrpc-J tfce*hoaie weal 1 pUe blai credit fjr Kn 
lorkdge upon the ralyert ) that If any ca nf mm itv tlr,u«J 
Iv* if ojr b mour hould rwparc otniW ti-rtiit »c were 
r \rry far Indeed, fictn lit end ef out jvetnury t -v jn 
inb b tits bapp) lo rar wrrt* pr*nr tl an <h ft *m> ~ 

m ibf pe ,le ff tbh country ilwn i l»r» !►* ! an »d j» 1 1 I r 

ptnpv cfdffrctr or f r tl KCority if < or lu-n-mr tie ltd 
1 n> Jim In ei'ai* , \cce bai tVy e*j J t ti l lept fir I 1 r* 
»M r t Kurd ml *»my ia f lltur- n ttl t wi I l ^ 
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Uni uturlnm ttan we were In tip revet err tit id t 
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upon that pnnciple. He admitted, tliat if a country h 
creased in power and territory fastei than its natural rival, 
without speaking hastily, he must consider France in that ch 
tei) that might justify the engaging in a confederacy. to bring 
back to his ancient strength , but if he hud been able to disso 
that confederacy, that would pci haps be the worst reason in t 
world why, when we came to make peace with him, we were 
expect the moic favourable terms It would be but bad leaso ^ 
if one power wcie to say to anothei, “ You are much too pow-i 
lul for us, we have not the means of reducing that power by foice 
and therefore j ou must cede to us a portion of jour teintories, m 
ordei to make us equal in point of stiength.” Gentlemen might 
undoubtedly wish this, hut that which regulated wishes w ould not 
regulate actions'* many things might be prayed for, that were 
hardly to be expected m reality. But he did not see that we 
were giving to the enemy all this colonial wealth and maritime 
power which had been represented , what we gave back was not 
only smaller than w r bat we letamed, but much of it was m a 
ruined state He was therefoie inclined to think, that, for many 
years at lc^st, we should liayc the colonial trade, and that too in- 
creasing in extent and value That we should not have been 
justified in asking foi more, he did not mean to assert, but; 
thal we should have got more, or that w r e ought to ha\e continued 
the w r ar to increase our possessions, was a proposition to which lie 
could not gne his, assent. 

Allusions had been made to former opinions and language, 
upon this subject he should only -say, that, peace having been 
restored between England and France, forbearance of language 
and terms of respect were proper, but it w’ould be afiectation 
and hypoensy m him to say that he had changed, or could 
change, his opinion of the character of the person presiding in 
France, until he saw' a tram of conduct which would justify that 
change He would not now occupy the attention of the house by 
entering into a discussion of the origin of the war , the unjust ag- 
" gression which was made upon us was established by recent evi- 
dence} but it was unnecessary to enter into it now, because upon 
v 0 l. iv. $ 
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that «ubj ct tb<* tipmion r f the hotr^* an 1 of the* count fj wa t fivrJ 
Hi tprot u^j ct f ilic war n nur pan »at defence fir cured t' 
an I f r tf «* rrM of iL m rH m a war ^n^cd n*airnt tat t of tV* 
iialintu or I uropt* but n-nmt ut w«t!> partlnalar maTi'-rUr 
cuni> wn* mtr ertnt objrct j there »rn ih T-rmt mrtni of nrctw 
plrbtn,, it with ftotlrr or^ot'c ptr poet of wicte { Rnd * c 
cotdm- to tbe di*5cirr»t carnmo it of p dler occa imw-d 1 v ■ 
ebon ^ of cirrum tareet w vtitl punued our prrot ot Jr-ct » cl 
r»tv In ortbT to » btara It <rc rrrtAinU did 1 kilt for tie tulmr 
won ot t‘ut pm mmcot winch »« founded \ p* n rev lain runt 
piinop’ri Wt nrtcr nt ar v on pen 1 wl that a nir 
aero we tr t trl Dj*on tb reiteration of the old po rnvvrnt of 
l rone — vc t nly vud there 'rat co *■< \emmmt vrth ut Kb we 
ctruf! tt t 111 »n our Ltn„iu/c op to lTO* 1 lul in no w>e 
in town did »e c rr in i t ujw n fr*t *nr the r ir -irthy i tH^o b 
♦ail Mr 1 m 1 d> uM h-t titr t ■clno^t il «• tint It * nlJ 
l n> l j t> re r i tit with th wi ^o* of twhnt i s * on ! w t* 
0 it lor Mai l I rrfiitv tf tbe. coumrt 1 n-i trj jail) irtrl) t* 
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Te\olu'iomry finer, and we had seen the extent of its principles 
abated — We hnd seen jacobinism depnved ot its fascination , we 
had son it stripped of the name and pretext of liberty , it hnd 
shewn itsdf to be capable only of dc tioymg, not of buildihg, and 
that it mint necessarily end in a military despotism. He trusted 
this important lesson would not be thrown away upon the w'orld. 
Being disappointed in our hopes of being able to dnve France 
within hei ancient limits, and even to make barnei'- against her 
furl). ci incursions it became then necossaiy, with the change of 
circumstances, to change oui objects , lor ho did not know' a 
more fatal crior, than to look only at one ob|ect, and obstinately 
to pursue it, when the hope ot accomplishing it no longer remain- 
ed. If it became impossible for us to obtain the lull object of 
our wishes, wisdom and policy both lequired that wc should en- 
dear our to obtain that which was next best In saying this, he 
was not sensible of inconsistency, either in his former language or 
conduct, in lefusing to treat with the person who now holds the 
destinies of France , because when he foimcily declined treating 
with him, he then said, that il events should take the turn they 
had since done, lie should have no objection to treat with him. 

lie would now add hut scry little more to what he had said. 
He could not agree with those gentlemen who seemed to think 
that Trance had grown so much stronger in proportion to what 
wc had, these gloomy' apprehensions seemed to linn to be almost 
wholly without foundation This country always was, aud he 
trusted always would be, able to check the ambitious projects of 
France, and to give that degree of assistance to the rest of Europe 
which they had done upon this occasion , and he washed it had 
been done with more effect But when the immense acquisitions 
which France had made were taken into consideration on the one 
hand, it was but fair, on the other, to consider what she had lost 
in population, in commerce, m capital, and in habits of industry v 
the desolation produced by convulsions, such as France had under- 
gone, could not be repaired even by large acquisitions ot tcrutory. 
Comparing theiefore what France has gamed with what she had 
lost, this enormous increase of power was not quite so apparent as 

* 2 , 
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**ic ^mtl ram t-n ihr other *i!r r<tnjeJ to »ppi\b“* , 1 UTri 
he loci into cki Deration tL^ iranr-tne in-aJib of tia ctuntry 
•ml the r itural nnd IrjptimMr trunth of that *eal b to much 
JUpermr to the pro lucr of rapacity anj plunder he <rvuld ru t tat 
entertain the lupr ftronJed laju tire aod to nature * fit* ftU 
<hty Tfm l»*~pc Tiavjtr o thened Lj cuttatrrat comMrntU*a> t 
nt n hr IrwVctl to lncm*e tf i-cr Manhrae po*rr; 

vl m Ire contemplated tl * I it tonal naral inump] 1 that re had 
t*bl*ir< 1* wlinhrh 4tJ 1 il brilliant urtorim of our sn-n 1 **, 
palnM mct the Co err of ih tmrp f 1 rancr — tn>njn*lreh m 
it epuu n of many uerr in irob* **— '*h« o be trC cirri up°n 
tl r«.r ^hrnnui nchtt'rmmt* tl u^hheottld tn* but lammt our 
♦Wipp- >1 tir*nt in y>ne oly <11 he b«d the u fettmn of tUrl 
in,, tint l d added ttnn^th our irtarit\ and lu'trr to tiu 
natural clair ctcr Sre (hr in -Mr nhich ha 1 lalrtj pf«c» M 
IJ e nr L%l ii^rn-and m mt.UL ct I c mm rtr llct 0 f« 
♦cere ton icijXrtUM r mt *»1 teh t t p\m llr pc*Ult <vrf *t 
♦*nt at tr tprpt tn I amh 1) »ton!d n t U. I tj tfm* 
Tit 1 l ih»» n trill - pi nrr< t*l ij jvh« ‘' ultann In lrlo »hobld 
f ill -» a t» t m t 1 1 atit trn 1 1 I ra er %n ! b » pcifi ty t»> tt* 

%. M twl I-' tl* li o it r •>*iJt.t ■eh rtrtmni ltlidfr- 
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contending ngaimt n powerful confeduney t» die North, 
would *-ee her fight mg foi those object*. at once in Eg\pta 
the R'lttc and tiny would see hei Miuc-o-ful in both Wo 
;hfwn, the * wo wire rends to met t the ilui v< tit d imn*.t< 
home, and could soul troop*- to tuumph ovei the roach m 
horren sands ot Egypt, liilort n mnn could* cm apt Horn 'lout 
to reinforce tin ir blocked up arms , we had mi t the menaced 
vtvuon in attaching Trance on lm own co.e-t*, aid wt had s 
those ships which were destined foi the invasion of this count 
moored and chained to their shore® and undine proa dun onl 
m then Inttcnc®. These wore not only sources ol pniifiabl 
pnde, but grounds of *-oltd sretmty . Whit might be tlu* fulu 
object of the Chief Consul of Trance, he knew not , but if it were 
to exercise a military do*-potMii, lie would venture to predict, that 
he would not silect this counliv for the first object of his attack, 
and if we were true to our-olvcs we had little to f< ar trom that at- 
tach, let it come when it would But though he did notaita- 
!im apprehensions jet he could not concui with those who 
thought we ought to In % astile all caution, if such policy wcic 
adopted, tlu re would indeed he ground for most serious apprehen- 
sions ‘ he hoped every mensure would lie adoptul, which pru- 
dence could suggest, to do away animosity between the two coun- 
tries, and to avoid ever) ground ofjrritatim by sinceiity on our 
part. This, however, on the other hand, was not to be done by 
pay mg abject cout t to Trance Wc must e’epi nd for security only 
upon outyelvcs If, however, the vievva of France were coires- 
pondent with our own, we had every prospect of enjoying a long 
peace lie saw some symptoms that they were, though upon 
this he had no certain knowledge, but lie would never roly upon 
personal character foi the security of his country. lie was in- 
clined to hope eveiy thing tlmt was good, but he was bound to 
' act as if he feared othci vv isc 

< 

lie concluded by giving his assent to the motion. 

The question upon the address was afterwards put, autl 
a division 
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Tot CkiceeHcr ef the Eith^ctr {Mr Addif*l«s) htnrc o-rrcl t-f 
Bcd.ct *rJ oovtd, jt he ccodsnion d ha ^cnb,i rm'aiaco for n.tJ'f U* 
nnjicf twenty fi < BuOrtti by way of Inn, 

? tf Wh thread took thi etc* von to ajiti i hj Mlkfirtlon at the fiTCtl 
•W* ‘fflfu ca which etc km fad frcco n-preatetf asd «r*r*t»J tef etc 
!!«« that the day w» it Iut ctarte when “ the *oC 4 17 item ef f. me" 
«bnh tad *0 rf:co f-rtneJ a rehjfct ot n»lnt»B to i>c rfybt fcwvrabt- 
jtctlatna cpjo rtf < ..Tr T m) b t which the eo^ttry h»J trorJ t* b< li 
cJSemacd o trfprc the *>21 1 beabcJKhed Ttc fryer J •fwtb a 111 attic 
fTr-ert irwroa (the CkarerHar of hr Euhe<jtjt> h»i npm rJ tt* Lctf-jJ-n 
tf mo»in to iherryeilof the tncwticTaiJhe «r imJcd cooH be ctertfJ rrl l* 

ro other U ht than that f a ccrrrt urettm on the totdact c{ the h t Qts< 
ttlw cf the Lx hcr t c tr 
rta^riTT 

^ir it artf! not I *• m ce\ ary f <r me to tittpa a lorv upon tit 
inlul ncr 1 il rmt»omrc Urruv thrrv cpj ar* t U t*r} 
littl jLM'i ind cd 1 hnn*l> tl ml it per* tllr iLnt thir* ahatiU t* 

much lt~c te cce of rrj 1 1 n on the pr rot tut r<i Rtu J *>n.S (a 
txy b f~w aoftk, in rr 1 t nor f t»Ln ho t l' n fi m tke lift* 
TXrttraWi* c, ntl'ftujft nU p« V«r 1 tt thna h p»tl ap th f Pimit 
tc< '•ill *„t r with me in Ihirltr^ U t what hi Km 1 r»** 
ipo'in mr nr hat Hi ca‘l in on\ ttur *J« n n m ri) j att. 
Tfc ItvwnraW- pntt imn f» r fonrcJ r*t| r 1 jtcurAt Ij 10 tny 

ppm *i t a ml tficxpf* 1 n* *) i«-h hr aupj in far !c tiA r uvJ 
tn l‘frl 1 ut th u t>f l c> 1 1 lt»-Un c»-r lu which 1 f aTo k* 
»» *tj t prM a to* t-|j f r / f nS'lf't-t f^l itC* 1 tt t f T } 
r rrr\t b \r% f thf c htiDier r •'f lbt p«rr vhtfh •* ll a *«■ 
jt* *si It tt* rt-nf Jy tin *• t tfitai itat f»-t f </ -f* r> r* t 
* t »f> 1 t « o t -* Itp *<-t xlo K-lt r Jr l p-ptotUi f " m 
t "n—O tn t a f ne i> t» t j » oprrt Mhfb tNn tp x \ i **U 
P t’ tt<li ft t wf A J L -I'it p-fVftffl <t* T ~ *1 1 % 

I - f - » 'tf x *’ v “ rot 1 U 3 , t ■ef’ t 11 t’' 
tip r„*-* * ’ »*t ItlKto i • tt ( rf 1 ^ 
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cf economy , of labour, of fh nines*, and of wisdom, on the pa 
p.uljamtnt, m their endeavours to cultivate the arts of peae 
augment the revenue, and to ameliorate the condition of the t 
pie of this country, and which they hoped to follow up with 
other task liut that oi steadily roiniorcing the sinking tund for 
diminution of the public debt, and of taking off those taxes \\h 
then piessul most heavily upon the labonous pait of the comm 
mfy. JlaVe T then, Sir, any wry senous, an} vety criminal cha 
to answer to, if with some degree ot fondness I did indulge tli 
hope that those distractions which then desolated France, found, 
upon principles which I then thought, and winch every man mus 
now admit, were directly contrary to those on which our happi- 
ness and prosperity weie grounded, contrary to that system on 
which our excellent constitution was founded, and contrmy to 
the general sense of the people of this country — can J, Sir, I say, 
have any very serious or criminal chaige to answer to, if, under 
such circutnstanccs, I did indulge a hope that those blessings, we 
then enjoyed might not be intenupted ? This hope 1 was not sin- 
gular in indulging , it was a hope elite i tamed m common with me 
by men wdio have sometimes, been the objects of the obloquy, 
sometimes of the reverence of the honourable gentlemen opposite 
to me, men who went beyond me in horroi and detestation (if any 
men could go beyond me) of those principles which were then dis- 
seminated in France, but who certainly went beyond me in their 
opinions of the measures by which those principles were to be re- 
sisted and defeated — I allude, Sir, to the late Mr Burke, and 
those who thought with him He thought that France would, in 
a political sense, become a blank in the map of Europe.- That 
man, whose great and prophetic mind had enabled him to obtain 
a glimpse of those unexampled horrors and crimes which have 
since desolated France — he thought, that however dreadful those 
convulsions might be to herself, they would present to foreign 
countues nothing but weakness and imbecility. ’ If, Sir, at that 
moment 1 did onteitain the opinion which has been attributed to 
me, it is an error of which now, upon reflection, I have no occa* 
sion to repent, because it did not betray me into any disregard of 
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ni) doty I cannot hcmcvcr bot brpe tt at the toco inM- p-o* 
tlrman (in some monKnt of ctmdoor wl*n hr rrf n, a~tm tn tbvr 
iubj*Yt) will find in *Lat he ha now adianrcd c*uin**t m~:na 
ehar^ cimcttons like an owner to thuie repeated ctfiHamM 
vrhich the honourable* £ nil man and hh friendi hare t*nn n ti 
habit of pounn;» forth u^alte me (wuheut bein_ ovate erf d t>j 
derail) irtMhcatimt that 1 no. i n’iwj!? oi the btrvjmp ef p-ace» 
tnd an\K>nv (o inwhc thivcnontry In a nor »»lb France 

I rerta aly dil m«t »mJi to trmiUc the romnnrt^r nut t me 
observations trtit tb bonoonil’c ryrtleman hto rin en me t< itc — - 
he bt driven me to recall to the n coll etion of the ctmmuuee th~ 
ta*k »ticb impoed upo \ me at tint penNj, to i«rrr frmi 
that ij-'tcm n ich f n»»hM to par U\ nr J to alnn f -ft tbr-v. f»V 
pert> n htch 1 hoped t r ati b} t hVnti^ into a war h ith Ffftru-c* 
a ta l In nbid 1 va% r mpdl 1» l w trad of bnirj (be hutnde 1 ut 
vvdfin^ inwrumtct trr protntn.^ the bcntfii>nl *>** of l> 
M p-siv and of porltam-at f r pitmotia-* the hupp ocm tr { 
pr perit\ rf ti pc'vptr— romp lid t r It eland o it at 
*)<i r* t f irr^n thir» Intjh-t, and to uv ihnr rra mrci * vttrh 
ntte n ant to au^Ttrni tl «* • lsaniB£>v, uoJ *rmr the l - tr*» 
fp*nr« f r ll e port v ^e i f nuuutaimti,, cor tftHvpTvtincr trff tr- 
im rr- ( ur ru ?<nc of drfcnlioj our honour and nf taertun: 
«r!U» bjhI crntnvJrn atamu the tn *t £*£ir tic »y»trra of 
lh.it orr thrmtemd the ounhr w r*f cM’ixed wd ty «u»! t fc e 
dr*oUltea of ilcworlJ t and *1 cb «ai mmt pitK-vUtlj* dtirflrd 
i tht* c**uWfy ir» character ct>J n w ittti n a U p-celtf* 
» ctvn lln-pr « n* mjij *)-o at that 1 wrT'-nrr'* «r r—b 

t" I *jw t* it fn m tl P »f iw tf lS Cti wHef'a l l o Jfitrm 
*WJ l !*- 1 4t Vrt, \y h p*i are 1 <, t t+ v 1 ri »r r 1 *^ 
lr» t t t lft**t |V»t I !■» r«u r 

trvit at ny * » mi t.*n t p^t. F*tt fr*t «V 1 — J * 

* * | 1 %t v.Jatnrrtl 1 1 tU rr tet- -*r g -v, V f h p- 

* } * v t 111 1 — '-t-f’-J 

t< » t to *U I tt \ 4 *y e to n < i*j t\t t) ci 

* *t l J r-lt 1 I H f 1 '•’i! I> e* t. (4 
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i P(V2 ) i’ mu i \m lnt uiv spurcnns 

Mmita.'il ,nti v* i' lnif no climcc left, without ft thug, my right 
lumi'uri* >■ it. ml' h truly it, that it vns u contest m 

winch vc *>houl«l p t.. i 'll mat we could pieM.ru That then 
wt K mom tits duii’i,: Me <* i tot n which we did hope fur more — 
tint tin re were n-, i i t- in "Inch we i.op"d to oht tin within the 
holtiul* oj in i hi ite •*, u.( ' 'i.itiiu M'>'i uni ml 'iiionul security, I 
am ri ad , to rwien and th « 1 ton mu' vwj< fit clip cts to be 
lined it 1 m it we oln.mii I pn'ce, with ran constitution 
enure —if it was a if 1 1 \i- hne to t m ", is iIiom honourable priu* 
lego who h v v u.e i mv i ,\e c rstn ’ —if it was h ii m tu to dwells , 
ns we ,\ ,> ,, r * i m T tin iwu.i ,.l the rt souiccs, and to reuew 
the i (reels v ,i hi i a a 'I an.! fun.ws* <»! a pent and poue’iul pco- 
v'c — it we h i ! <*'H i ued thi , ue should have tnltafud ihc motives 
w'nch mdtn ed us io unmet in tins i onlcst. 

Let mi .os utter nil tlml h is passed this dnj, whether the ho- 
nourable getitlem m has. any na-on truinpliaiiily to e\rhum, that 
this d*n has seen the subversion ol my “solid swim of finance/' ns 
he calls it? It does *o happen, that dter m my piophocics of the 
honourable wntlunsui and hi. friends of the mm of the country , 
nay, afur denutu fattens of actual destruction, when we were 
stand to be so irretrievably ruined 'is to justify the honourable 
gentleman and his frauds m then opinion in seceding fiom tliur 
pailmtnamary duty , at a time when m my collate ml and unfoi lu- 
nate. cv< i,ts had added to the calaimbisof the wni , at a time w'licn 
them was a sfoppige of the money’ payments it the bank, and 
when there appeals, d svmptoms m the British navy inconsistent 
witn 'he principles and with the feelings winch actuate the hearts 
of Broedi seamen — at that nine il was, that a proposition was 
made to giovidc a large part of the supplies within the year It 
svas at that vieno !, Sn, when many’ of the gnat patriots of this 
country let c tins house, because their efforts could not sive their 
country— -and if they suffered any occasional call to bring them 
back to their duty, it was only to obstruct the effects of that “ solid 
system of finance/’ consideimg at the same time the ruin of the 
country as so irrctucvable that they could not hold forth then 
hands to save it — it was, I say, Sir, at that ptnod that I proposed 
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this plan of finance, and uhicb from tb pyvl ^crv* thecal and 
genuine character of the nation end ibe fimrrtn of pnrfnmrnt 

vras nd spied 

Undoubtedly Sir the produce of that tax has proud to be im 
fuior in that wbich upon cvctTprcHijid of calmbtion I ha-1 in tn\ 
power I nai utchm'd to hope but I hate no n-avon to H!cv* 
that tint d ficiencs rests so much upon umrprat mutaVc ra the 
calculations 1 then mnJe a upon tie difficutyof tnfjrcin a prin- 
ciple wfuch no man has yet bv an% sohJ argument dnpn xl 
Tn tn thru circumstances undoubtedly the berwtli of this plan 
were eomid rably dimtot bed but does not tbo scry cinrom <ar.ee 
prmr still stronger the cxctUcnce of the principle itvlf I Da w 
not irnv robrr the f-ars and doporalewre of the pnlh-tncn on lb 
ether *41 of the b ju*C their whh to impress ihtsc f an upon ll 
minds t f tbo** nhi» listened to them ami to male the calamities 
which tbrrMtenr 1 the country even prater than they norr l But 
kt me asb rr» n m the ey e « f s >W rdkctlrn wetc not tl esc drt 
fcuhmc o idmhh f— when thestoels arrt llelmte under 4" — 
when the nmoont of th* loam wjs so pent in con c^uence s f tV 
esj-'nsr win b me wrrr dibgrsl to supjv »» anm^ 0 mi tier err 
turn aorr< <d tl* times nnl tb ooturc of the contest we were 
t rt*-J to t-aiMam-obtn tie Karts of w nv men unV within 
Itrn thou h »| ir **i4a tl ir l »pr« and tfnr prfrC plrs rr- 
tmurj'J tntl <* »e t ‘*‘uivl u at that m'Ho ot nogm-ifth* 1 rnpl 
1-ut f n p il ' c el tr tb public d Cruln s yiHill rt-t hair Wrn 

♦o^rrat tv 0 v w re t- t tir*r *r Lave si lured ( ir 

i to wilb tt> tyr Ijr of '.|r»di jt rjwmte e *»i h 

trr*»r i * r-nUij* I 4^1 ai 1 t w nty*ei el u t*n if ttl « t 

to* it t* Mil iv i ir ir C »llh»ht<l •nr I'M l* 

e«s t 1 In it n v f) | J f I w t * d < f eg ll *r 

4 r i j-m is <* f t l hr iat J *rl» t>a ) h » Iik f 

arrh s * t l r 1* UinM ?» t 1 

%ri r ^ < — fr** i '* t i » n V 1U- t tb { o-> 

t'«l’ to — * J ^ l* i h r t fly 

\ I. r i ml * r *» l o - t l (I *»» t| I i s 

\ * l —»!'»» l s 
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gout’ on <oi tin' I.im tour vttir-, uu reading in uculthnnd pio < -pc- 
rit\ throughout .ill the ditieruit cLcm «> ol individuals that tom- 
pose the tnmtmmitv, 'Wo emm now, Sir, to tin jcut, tin dis- 
otoM ns r« sputnik which Jnu bu n incut ibh piotnutul to Midi 
a length os to i<mhi tin rspimis of tins s t nr <qiml to a veur ol 
war and in this if* -t vtitrol pomi,iit the uni ol mm )uirs of a 
war, mn sninph .1 in its natun mnl < stent, we make a loan lor 
C^OOO ,oro/ at tin vri v nine price >d moi ks nt windi, m the hat 
nu ol the war in l^H, with ill tlx tu < mutilating resources of 
un m nr-> of peace , we made n loin for onlv tour millions J tliinl,, 
tin mime, tin hoinmintde g» ntlem m might hate chosen some other 
dav to rail upon me to do p. nance, and to admit tin destruction of 
timt kl ‘oltd s\ sj i m nf jlinime " 1 big pardon of the committee— 

I rotdel not suppress nu pusotml let lings upon tins occasion, but 
from die part 1 have tuki n in public events, I trust tlu*\ are also 
public ladings ui wlndi evus Inetui to bis country, in and out of 
this house, will paiticipate with me. 

[litre Mi (.iie^, supposing Mr Pitt had s it down, rose to 
address the committee] — Sir, 1 do not wonder, after what I have 
Mated, that the honourable gentle man thinls I b.ne said enough, 
and ought to sit down 

Mr Pitt then said, he would trouble the committee with but a 
few worus more, in answer to some other parts of the honourable 
gentleman's speech, particuhnl) upon that article in the wnjs and 
means winch had called up the honourable gentleman, viz. tho 
tn\ upon beer That honourable gentleman, as well as every body 
else, was entitled to peculiar favour nnd attention from the com- 
mittee, when he w as aiguing m fuvoui of the interests of any set 
of individuals , but it did appear to linn that the honourable gen- 
tleman was mistaken in the ground upon which he rested his ap- 
peal to the committee If this proposed ta\ upon beer was in 
its nature bad, it ought to be given up, but ought certainly not 
to be made up b) a tax upon malt, which could not relieve the 
brewers, except by extinguishing the private breweries, and thereby 
giving to the public brewers a monopoly of the trade The ho- 
nourable gentleman supposed he was making a strong appeal to ths 
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him tn hh dcUrtnuaueo to employ the porrtr and itwcrtt* of the tuHcm, Is 
/Tp*tnlrr- the spirit of imfauoo and rccroaffantrt which at pcrMOt kctttU* 
the cocndh of Fncce j lo cphohiing tire <£gnlry of the own j ixJ In irxri 
ktj and nmnuhitr'g the right and to term i of hr* P«ip)r 

a R” 

The metope hong read from the cij-r Lord Hiule>Wy mond, 

Tbit an hujrble addre , 4 he pttaentrd to hu Maj^T to mom bn Mi 
Jertf the ihmk\ of thit How for hi* mutt grackra* memge ind for the eesrw 
tnunkitKfl of the tcrtnl p>p<n wbkh hare hero hid before them fa tbedi 
eacctoM Majesty a command*. 

■ To »*raxt hh Ma/oty of the Jmt iroe we entemln of Wit Mijtuj * 
aciloai and cr-ifcrm enJcarwira, to prrtciTT to ha peoyb the hlcalcgt <J 
peace and of our perf-tt cooSdenee In hn Mijwt j dtrpj- uSoo to tmmratr 
the caLtmOr* of war whentrw tim object can be 2raanyB--hed mnoteul/ 
nhhth hemotircfWt J»t J'-rty * cm and the btrror* of hi* people 

14 That we lore oh-errtd with the uroogcit fetkoja of lotHgtutfan, tbit 
l»U Majeity * rmleatouri hit been fruwraicd by th»t rente** i jtxit of ambi- 
tion and dorotrut oo by wfachthe gcrra-oinrtrt of Front hire tens led to 
idranet prcttmloc* the nxm atra-ragict and lojueUt.1 and lo attrr dnlgtn 
« core Lccnr-ntent whh the cWgatfana of good both and with the cnenuU 
InttTeui of the Deithh empire j lad tJut foe the* fadJjthle* and prttTocaiws 
ha Majeety hat In nfa dnmtded aathhetion and redrew. 

** That, awaited by the e *cot»ct«c we fed that ih* troa repmed 1 » o» 
by • bra e and loyal jxryh, retpd re on oat fart a firm deurnuoadoo t 
co-cj-ciiie with hh hujeity fa calung furth tl e rejoartt* of the otuted Lirg 
dean, far t)-e a gorcui t ppen of • osw la whkh are laeoletd the dWuty af 
Lu M jerty troar the nghnind libcnfai efh,* people »-d lltbiti*d-*r 
ami Tilnable toeti > f rce *cd led -per drrt tawa* 

Aftrr Mr fail in hadtpoleo M*. Titt ro-t i 


lie l>rj»n by rlwming upon vimr pnvw^ej of the bottf>ur*U<» 
and Irarrml fcftukmant »pect:b lh ten tenor of which ho pf>- 
fe«KJ tud entirely to umtrnund bat from which he *»a hM W 
tope that the Icaniul gmtktnan and tho*c with wbt-ra be immlly 


The tittlt nl »amly rwnj-e'VJ u» fatfri jfa* very fc-vlryairt rrywi 
af Mr p u ctkbrv 4 ottth ro the a t wn <n. Oafcj to a ki» r r 4 
tmpwird rrj\Ltim h lad tla d y Ktft i aJ ad tnpr.t r» the 
Ini tfi ole *i tr jw h** lit Haw ti C wm« the pnm Mac./ 
c— aytJtuttf-Tt U i_W o > ppenni t" la ta »d 4 f-m* the fC- / k**f 
tt'rtp/ir'j l»l t non rf frtiTi*/ tie fw <e^r p </ tW drf filer 
barn cr-fy tfteayVU wtl'-ulruetwtf e 

*rw irjlrtpt nwj w «UJ » tn U tbi mV* t tin lit* lui ttpr 
f J-tr f 43 ►*— r 1 In ten » w-hii- 



, 1803 .] 


PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES 


228 

a 

acted, were not likely materially to object to the substance of the 
proposed address lie fluttered himself that this was likely to be 
the case, because, whatem difference of sentiment might anse, 
and much was certainly to be expected, on many points included 
m the grrat mass of information contained in the papers upon the 
table, yet upon the gieat and impoitant question at issue between 
this country and France, and upon the justice and necessity of the 
giounds on which we were compelled to enter into the war, he 
thought it almost impossible that the house should not be unani- 
mous. lie staled, (lmt m those transactions which had most im- 
mediately produced our present situation, the learned gentleman 
himself appeared, notwithstanding some doubts which he had 
thrown out on paiticolar points, to admit, upon the whole, that 
there was such clear yvidence of \ lews of aggression and hostility 
on the part of Fiance, as justified this country in retaining Malta 
for its own security This he maintained to be the first great 
point on which the question turned, and he contended, that the 
whole of Sebastiam’s report, and the circumstances of his mission 
to Egypt, the express and deliberate avowal by Buonaparte him- 
self of his views and intentions m a formal conference with Lord 
W lntworth, and the information of the same intentions through the 
official channel of the minister for foreign affaus, affoided the 
clearest and most indisputable evidence, that the First Consul had 
formed the determination, even while Malta was yet m our hands, 
of resuming his hostile projects against Egypt , that the pursuit of 
such a project was an undeniable act of hostility against this coun- 
try, and aimed at some of its most important interests, that it 
was, besides, a direct violation, both of the letter and spirit of the 
treaty of Amiens itself, under pretence of which treaty alone, 

r our evacuation of that island w'as demanded, though under circum- 
stances which, in other respects, accoidmg to the letter of that 
treaty, did not authorise such a demand , that the disclosure of 
this hostile project clearly justified this country iu requiring fresh 
secuuty against it, aud, if such security was refused, m haviug re- 

- course to aims for that purpose, at the moment which appeared t«. 

1 ^e-most foi our advantage 
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lie thru more particularly commented m rack of these wrml 
mrtomitanct* with respect to the report of S< Uatlam lit i toted 
that that was cn Icntly an oQkwl paper addressed u* thi gotrro 
ment by o pc non rcj;alarl\ cotnrmi>lone 1 otU emplnsdl be tLo 
Cntfcul hunscif that it contents could runtr hat been published 
fn I ranee but l>y hH const nt and thru ll* y am. pubWied In fact 
In the oQclnl paper under the direct nutboilty of the gosern 
went that the fcbol tenor of tlmt poper flnJ the account thm 
given by SUsistum Mmsclt of bit conduct In I^jpt made u Im 
po\ »ble to doubt tli at ht v as *cnt then, to prepare for the ceem 
ttoa» of * Dr>h otti wpt to put that co jntry under the dominion of 
France but that it was not necessary to darll on the particular 
Contents of tlm report — the mer circumstance of a military matt 
having bom wtti »l that time Kith »uch a commission 10 l^nd, 
kj-s a sufficknt evidence or the object of his mission Thu time, 
he mtwrhc 1 wu very matctlal becaure it nt once dmtrovrd the 
chief pretest under mhich the 1 reach government had nttnuptH 
m the ryorv'of the official correspondence to justify or attenuate 
lie pullieatloa or to deny the cvmclu Ion tu bt ltaun fam It 
This pretext ua that th hotvAtr of the CU*f Cmnul had been 
wounde l by a narmtli of the expedition t I.gypt published I y 
O mpccUhU officer in the llrilUh arms [Sir Hubert M itsirti) ttU*l 
that tlr publication of Vtastinttl s report became mersmr) f r 
his Sind teal a n 1 Vw fact Hated In that nnrraUTc beoVsentd 
mere net even contradicted by the report, hut even if tf et had 
L*in m »hat dr^nr uould that rirromv ranee account for orh* 
finally sen hi** SeLaUianl to J spt wub »uch a curami dnn m 
L ad 1 n nlreolr tnt d? It applied tl at tlrCt officer hfl 1 
rcttulK rn Vsl lid ft m To Ion <m lie tilth of *^cprctnt t and 
tutry pfiKrrd r„ t ) Tnp> li l am *d at \kxm Iru co tie tCth 
of Oit l ssIkkus it hn> t nan tlal n that rim Sr I elert 
ttiUfet wrtoti eld rw t ocimUy U etj pubbsUnl and podwtly 
dt tot t »l Wnt rep* cl t tie »vs«d rt hi d-*»r* 

J-r {s' 1 *ru Cor ul I lr*r f L rv|<rm! t > V rd Mta *utt» * 

cvttr , t'»l t » lcj*uh cf the l»t of I etrc*ry f|r vl+rnW 
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Hint so fni fiom the com elation nppennng, ns some persons lmd 
imaymd, only loow' and desultoty, it was one which tool place 
In the esp'O'-s appointment of the I irst Consul — that it was there- 
foie evidently puqvtvcd md deliberate, and thnt it was aUunlly 
opt nod by the 1 list Cornul lmmelf, ns being the mode winch he 
led adopted foi the purpose “of conveying to his Majesty, m the 
in At clear and authentic manner, Ins sentiments on points which, 
must be brought tonn issue." In the course of this conversation, 
the In-a Consul did not attempt to disguise Ins ultimate views 
upon Egypt , ninl though ‘ he profiled to disclaim any intention 
of scitUPg it tit present, he mManed, as the reason foi his foibear- 
nnce, “ that sooner or later it would belong to France, either by 
the filling to pieces of tin. Turkish empire, orb\ some arrangement 
with the Portt ” '1 hat m a sub-wqueni cnmctvUion with M. Tal- 
ley rand, it was c\prcs-dy admitted that the acquisition of Lgvpt 
bad been, and stdl was, a tavouute object of the Tirsl Consul ; 
but lie at the same time endeavoured to com nice Ins Majesty's 
ambassador that it v as not so great an objtct as to allow him to 
go to war foi its attainment , and yet, upon being pressed to o\- 
phin what security it was inhndcd to gtvc, to remove nppnhcn- 
sion on tins point, for winch In had before stated there was a 
project in contemplation, lie ltfeired only to a passage in the First 
Consul's message to the legislative body, saying, that “there is a 
French ambassador at Constantinople, who is charged to give 
frveiv assurance of the disposition of Trance to strengthen instead 
of to weaken the Turkish government." 

To all the evidence founded on those several documents, he had 
heard but one argument opposed — the improbability of the Trench 
government thus disclosing its news, if it really entertained them 
On this point it might be sufficient to observe, that it might indeed 
be difficult to account for such a disclosure, even on the suppo- 
sition of such apiojcct being really intended ; but that it was not 
only difficult, but impossible to account for it at all, on the sup- 
position of its not being intended He asked whether, on the hit- 
ter supposition, any motive could be assigned, either for the mission 
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luunj been jpnt or the rqx»rt ba\io$ k» made ted pub Infect, 
< r for the avowal* contamrd in the cotm.T> 3 tii>cv of tV Flr»t Co5 
vilandcfAl Talleyrand? lie thoo^iit however, that th Af 
fi culty of accrmnong for the dr'cl^arc *r ai removed, ly ref'-mrj 
1u the i>-rt and peculiar policy which had rtwfeed tht ceadwd of 
francv on roanv extraordinary occasion*, from the my bopnairj 
of tht* xtvoluiioo that whore any njcnvBrowaj in con rmpUtico 
more lU^nmt no 1 otnxinu than another and more liVrty to 
*hoc* the general feeling cf Ltsrojx- anJ prthayr ti c\cit vigi 
rm trod united rant oner instead of car -fulh ctmerMit'g It tiU 
the moment of r xrcutti«n, it bad on the contra rr been rt jJfrvdy 
announced l*ture band that the object of thi* poher hid heea 
gradually to Cttoihamc men* mloJi to that which at ont tlry 

cMtld scares lyevrn bobrrr,nod that tin ir*chc“mev whtvh intheCrvf 

iitdinre wen rrcim’d whh Ijern r and wtmUl bare been oppovd 
vtith mdi-nnllon came adrrrord to l<c cvUnuplat ~d with t\„ ret 
rod IndiKirctKc ond that which at tmt tn man thought it pov 
nbl ktioioIv to nirroi] t, war l»v degree* con id red u t&tunl 
nnd pndmhh- and in tin. that which it wav h 'feh-i andtet 

r*^r*4b!t to rat'd lie th«-rvf re pal U Jo tbebi’tw whether n^rf 
tn itj" o\>w m-J th« practice it war jveuble for cMoberutrr* 
dulmis an 1 chil Inh n to net on the Wi*f that Buonaparte wou'l 
•Van loo lb ptvirCt I r tad fanned -ntv became fee tad Lirrw f 
told in l* mod l jcri l in them and whether wc ifeou hi that it 
f-t wfeat orr an*, n, hr tad l \n Ini prrnratufrly t > divrh-Vtl* 

pijtet runwlih Malm, the peat v-ent it ajrdmt i * rmnt’Oa 

•was itiU i* cur f t- *1 fee w oi'd rejj--0“>ce the 2*tompl wVl 

th-ttveem u lul U a vurut h-t l fee us nr l put »u Ctci,u. ■c L^i 

li t l «vi tl e Pp\pt waiapp*io*s*< l-'dtf' 

a'r dtV-elrM* io fx"- * r vh her up n rvrrv pmc yletfj'* a.* 
v-l **\f-d I m » n ud I'j att tV vm of t t liw rf Lit «£X 
aojal t Hvth preter f at Urn ft*** urbane tv- t* ifwr 
fi** t W tt (r l5 o r n »i <^.b nrr,cf r ^ U-a-J 
fr, f ..fl J 41 err t KTi I pu f 4 *3 - l I 4 C d*B -I I »V \ *4 
♦>. dd t lie 'ivn raje-ed— ^ winder l ~r* n < f 
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on almost all bands, that our possession of Malta was essential, 
or at least in the highest degree matenal, for the defence of 

t ' 

Egypt—uhether the impoitance of Egypt to this country was not 
in itself sufficiently evident, from its connexion with the safety of our 
Indian possessions — and whether it might not at this day be cons 
-sidered as a point of our national policy, already decided and at r 
tested by the glonous efforts which had been made, and the he- 
roic blood wdnch had been shed in the last war for recovering it 
from France, and which had, m a manner, consecrated it in the 
hearts and affections of Englishmen > 

He therefore wished the house to consider what was to be our 
future conduct, if, after all the warnings given us, we were now 
to surrender Malta out of our hands, and the attack upon Egypt 
were to follow m six or m twelve months afterwards. Were we 
prepared for the ridiculous but disastrous alternative to winch we 
should be reduced, of either submitting without a struggle to na- 
tional calamity and disgrace, because, foreseeing our danger, We 
had voluntarily and wantonly sacrificed the best means of averting 
it^ or, when it was peihaps too late to entci upon a difficult and 
almost hopeless contest, having by our own act given up the arms 
by which we would lie enabled to conduct it to a successful 
issud ? 

If the question were closed here, Mr. Pitt observed, that, for the 
reasons he had given, he was prepared to maintain, that on these 
grounds atone the war was both just and necessaiy, and such a? 
ought to call foitli the utmost exertions of parliament and the na® 

. ( tion m llssuppoit But so far was this from bemg-thc case, that 
theie was not any one ofthelcading transactions subsequent tg thfi 
treaty of Anuens, to which Ins Majesty's declaration referred, 
which was rot, in his opinion, as far as justice was concerned, ja 
clear and evident cause of war, and such as would have been acted 
upon, if there were sufficient means of co-opeiation on the conti- 
nent, in almost every period of the history of this country. JJe 
here .referred to the annexation of Piedmont, as the first act by 
which the Trench government had proceeded, subsequent to the 
treaty, to pursue the same system of aggrandizement which hid uj>- 
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paired m oil their previous conduct, and 1*111011 it was vainly hoped 
t hey had rrlimpmbcd Ho rtfnrrd n)x> to ilk- tiartcfDOQ rr- 
tpcctiUj, Ihr Gcmxart indemnities, wbcrc the French pntttHimnr 
with an arro-cmen he believed unprecedented in the LdVtx cl 
Europe bad presumed to dictate to all Germany the & tailed 
mode of amnglni; tho-e indemnities on which the diet of the m* 
pirc eras expressly convened to deliberate, pursuant to the treaty 
of Lawvilk tad had publirly announced their scheme as v ttlwf 
and derided before it a as even coromumcaUd to those to whom 
it era ht in the first instance to hase b*<n proposed 

II next paiwnl to tlx* nolenc wfT Ted to Switrerlard on which 
lit thought it the los nrcc^aty to dwell, bccao*e be bell* ied ll v 
conduct of T ranee towards that unfbrtuna r ond desoted count re 
had excited one unnenal Kmiment of dctmtath-ti. lie «i hed 
here to derUn fa* tols had been* ml jeet so often aihcrtvd to on 
former occa. tons, when he tod been unavoidably ab*<nt) tint h« 
considered the interference of ha Majesty > rainMcrs on this «h 
iret, os not only evidently wa r ranted by the circumstance*, tat 
such as it was thur duty to employ to the extent to winch he no 
Acts toed it toba e been eonU-d la order to p\c lime f r knndn.f 
whether a tnnfedrrecy could \« formed In Europe* r -all) uffld 
rnt fit rasm tb& country from the yohe J l ranee ; Lot that 
vhen upon trial all 1-nj.cx < f such a ci rf drracy snnnfv J l* 
thru.,1 1 |ht*n siparUy li ht in mt puthms th* tonir-T, ca the p rt 
of this o-ur ty in -vlt trines 

II then o limed to the <n ntiouacm f iV Trench orre'n in 
II Hand which appeared from the paj>ers t n the t fch to I s« 
t«*» n directly me «?nt -nt with U,e j umj n t n witch tV- mi y 
sf kKi* l d h ea 8 f Cute 1 mJ « th th tr*\ e-rtO vtr,h 
wire l*« wu tout 1 1 t<i*r\h France jr-d It -T—r I Mrt*. eh 
m the*’ f -inn 1 »tr J tewoer t' atl th * v t It l t-a 
Ut-ul to dtitn s vh th rtVn were cm h la it^ i nCr* -t c u-** tf 
wir ta tivj-'rtt/t c'-nn, tc o**l^*tt u-'tol t 1 *L 
<srr t 1 l** the jit* ‘ft* f lha c car i i ttp t ntt 
t -* 0 "i t < -rf r 7 y r — rifd r J ty that i-r-^ *n * 1 

TUlt-v the *-0,11 -if J -O *t t waivt-i *4 it / V r t * 
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upon i!io MMi of the tontinent, lm! tlmt whatever it might be 
light to decide upon them at the tune the) occuir«d, it whs im- 
p . mWo i" contend tlmt thc\ wcio not now material, as ‘-y niptoms 
n( tint tl« hbct.ittu *>y lit m of ambition ami oncio ichment which 
hid he (n thus uni tm mly pursued towards othem, and which was 
t ou directed to a quaitcr where it immediately aflectcd oui sopa- 
3 ate intuc'p-, ami was in tlncu violation cl the tieaty with tin* 
cuuutiy itself. lie hot e drew a stiong pictuio of the continued 
jmd rapid ‘■uccesMun of the nets of violence and oppicssion wlucJi 
dnum: this period, had dnolatul so many of the countries of 
Luu.p 1 , ind after comparing the irresistible fence tnd overwhelm- 
in'! piogrejt, ot Trench tmbmon to those dreadful convulsions of 
jutuu by which provinces and kingdoms weic consumed and 
bn. ad in rums, lie isktd whether we could contemplate those 
.scenes of htwoc and dt strut tion, without letlecting how soon that 
tot rent of liquid the might duett its ravages against ourselves ? 

II tung lure closed Ins renew ot what had passed on the con- 
tinent, In next observed, that the pmod of which lie had been 
sp .iking was marked not only by the hostile acts which hedud 
detailed, with respect to other powers of Europe, but by others 
immediately affecting the m p uate rights nnd interests of this coun- 
tiy. Tie icterred, lie said, pimcipally to two points which ap- 
peared in the conespomltncc The bi<-t point was the demand 
which had been made by the I rtnth government lespcctmg re- 
straints on the lihnty oi the press, and the expulsion of the Trench 
emigrants now remaining in the countiy. On this it was unneces- 
sniv to enlaigCj because the insolence of the pioposition was suf- 
licicntly fill, and because it had been at the time lesisted by his 
Jvlajcsly’s ministers, on grounds which were stated with great force 
and ability in one of the papers on the table, and which Ijc was 
piisuaded euiy membet of the house had lead with the highest 
appiohation 'I he second point related to the coinmeicial agents 
—the indignity and outuge which attended their mission, wr^ one 
of winch it was diflicult to speak with composure, 'I ho Trench 
government h id made a foimal proposition to send persons of this 
jlcscuption, who had ncvei been found mccssaiy even v lien a 
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commercial treaty subsisted at a time when not only tberewsi no 
well treaty, but when, as appear* from the paper* on the table 
the commercial intercourse of bn JUjcMt** lubjectswitb Fitntd 
was fuflenng every drgrrt of violence and oppression, Thu pro 
twition hod naturally and wisely been refused. The French go- 
sernment then proceeded chmdrttittdy to lend those agents in the 
tram of tbnr ambassador; and not content with this breach of the 
law of nations they afterwards addressed to them Instructions 
under the official character in which they ltd received admit 
lance and the olject of these instructions wi to direct tliero to 
rale measures in time of peace, for ascirtainiag the soundings of 
ports, and for obtaining military information of districts — acts for 
which they would harr been banged as fpks in time of omr V«oJcr 
mch circumstance* ha could not but lament to find that hu Ma 
jesty ■ minuter* had contented thcrovlvei with roar!) npplyro£ 
to the French government to withdraw those persons and hod not 
ntonce adsbod bis Mojest), b) bis uwn nuthont) to order them 
to depait tbo kin dom within twenty four houri unerring it t ♦ 
himself Qftrrrrards to mjum from l ranee the reparation d***- for 
» » gross an insult 

He slid not think it necessary to d* ll separatrly a another 
fiend of complaint tho violence comroitnd ncoJn>t the ncjwIs and 
\ reperty of btt Majesty* suljects m thv Fiaicb p-iris and the 
withholding, luthi hour nil satisfaction f r lbo*e it^uuo There 
jiroceeibngs beinwJ would haw been sufficient ground < fcomj hunt 
in ordinary tiroes, hut th y could *c*rcrly g»c additional fotcrlo 
the outra-^otts transact! hu which h Lid jun vrutmtat L ml 
which appeared to him as if they Li 1 Lru dt-igt^dfy c* cefiud 
1 j indud , under tnodistinct brads ihr in u tt t! <»t t »c!J 

l c of n: 1 KJ the ibd *p*hdrtitr rj any ex entry Th'- I r»t \ e- 

*wa f wl rh U hi 1 sj'tVm, that et ir» mule, th t lxjts s f U 


ftn w s f ft trj S^ort f tlur f — the l It W 1 rt» 


* { <03 Of J fl-Uf 

tl 

J w aed 1 s 

sr pin* tl t «r 4 crt f e 

t t^f raj we ct t 

the 1 

'1st i n 1 

»\r «n » ' le t* t l l < 

1 ~ «■* our ivm 

lit V 

•a, it t ri 

\ at l f i <■ * J 1 

O' >•- i»«- U 

trtf 

»l -f i ate 

ett - J) Vt irr’ 



1803] 


PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 


231 

pretension, that respecting his commercial agents, manifested, as 
had been already stated, an avowed determination to introduce, in 
defiitncc of our foimal refusal, authorised emissaries into our 
arsenals and ports, in order to piepare, in time of peace, the most 
effectual means for oui annoyance and destruction in time of 
war. This w as nothing less than to insist on oui suiiendciing, 
beforehand, the right and the means of national defence; 
and if the former claim had struck at the liberty, this struck 
as directly at the actual safety of the countiy It was true, 
lie believed and hoped, that the commercial agents had at 
length withdrawn, upon the rcpiescntation of his Majesty's 
■ministers, but, as lie had alicady stated and lamented, it did not 
appear that any disavowal had been obtained of the principle on 
winch they had been sent. The claim respecting the restraint 
upon the press, and the expulsion of the emigrants, had also been 
suspended fora time, m consequence ot the unanswerable repre- 
sentations m the dispatch before referred to; but the first part of 
this claim had since been expressly revived in the course of the 
late nogociation At all events, he contended that the circum- 
stance of thcFnst Consul having even suspended it as he did, only 
afforded a striking lesson of the benefit to be denved from a firm 
and seasonable resistance , but that the Jact of such pretensions 
' having at any time bccnuigcd (whether they were persisted m or 
withdrawn), must be remembered as the strongest proot of the na- 
ture of the views which he really entertained, and which he would 
unquestionably accomplish whenever he found it in Ins power* 
He maintained, therefore, that all these indignities and insults, as 
well ns the cncioachmcnts and violences on the continent, of which 
he had before been speaking, must enter deeply into our con- 
sideiation, m judging of the character and ultimate views and po- 
hey of oui enemy 'I hey must decisively con hi in us in the reso- 
lution to employ without hesitation the most vigorous and deter- 
mined resistance, when, in addition to these proofs of his general 
disposition, both towards this country and towards Europe, we 
found him now engaged m 1 that project of direct and separate 
hostility against ourselves, which had already been argued. 

QC 
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On all these grounds he fUt convinced that there ncter wet an 
o casion on which It more claxriy became the mdi«pcn«tiUc dot) 
of parliament to concur with hn Majesty m the ucclaratiou of tha 
necessity nnd justice of the wnr In which we were enticed and to 
assure him c.f their firm and cfioctual support But In gmng 
these assurance*, hetru ted that other gentlemen tdt Irnpmod 
w uh the *ame sense which he did, of the ow ful importance of the 
engagement into which they were preparing to enter *ml that 
they considered those assurances not a formal words of cere- 
mony or custom but as a solemn nnd deliberate pledge on b* half 
of thcmwlvcs and the nation whern tl»e\ represented — known g 
and feeling to their full extent the real difficulties and dangers of 
their uttnUMn and of thr arduous ttrupgle which it compelled 
Him to endure and being prepared to meet tbo»e difficultly and 
dangers with cu ry exertion aud csiry sacrifice which the unfit 
ampler! circum tance» uf the tiroes nndcrcd imlrvpen al le for tlo 
public safety Tor his own part although he Ct n Meted the wet 
as a war nt necessity, nnd one which we could net decline r uhout 
surrendering both our security and our h oour he »h uld <tt r 
upon it with bttle hope of ultimate success if ilw-sc u ntiments 
wre not deeply itnpre'U 1 on the minds < f pnrlununt and tlxa 
p ople The rralc uf pur rxertiom could nit be reinsured by 
those tf firmer turn*'* urconf-vd wtihintlr limits ven fileprrer, 
nnd till then unexainjUd t forts of thr 1 it nor II was icfl 
stncrdllati me sy tern Ur tutt vl*in>usorl O’ ctual tljn any 
e\en then as. j al wool 1 1 e fo m*1 tt ctj nrs Loth in our f nan r 
er 1 in the ptepiraii n f r natu nal def rcr Onih pn si km to 

l** u a le f r lhc<e two pur ry at d i arani uot < 1 1 it u we M 

pw ifip lly drpiul \»1 ether we c ull vC ct tftlly i l rtexrt l'» 
ti rime pn cu nrd d oj j i t tl c mam 1 -rs <tf tl e r r y 

Il »ft n r I* at if tU-y n Ju ~ l i v t wl »mi > j f* 

f i JCCe** m tie pmi- I ( ■* r it w lu It tf ft* i l' H l** 

|> 1 n tl «t I* ey cv ' 1 i I 1 *i h l « * t 
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an t sjh'umu' ami piotncted cotiicvt To do 11 tt tin* fust of ilu^c 
jwi poses n vis not, in lii' ltulizmont, HifliCKiit to mike those 
mu il ami military ptep nations, wlmli would promt mi) im i> 
Mun that might be attempted from benia ultimately successful fan 
ci cut v. inch lie trusted he was juslrlird in common with other*, 
in considering .is uitcih impo-sildo, ) but to nude Mich ugoious 
and cstensne nrrangoim Ms fur national defence, as might diffuse a 
reme of the most complete Ml nrity against <vc*n the temporal y 
impulsion to be produced !i\ such an attempt, and might enable 
eu'ry imhvidunl to lay down Ins he id to lest, m the persuasion 
mul confidence that nothing was omitted winch could (liable us 
at once to ineit and repel the danger, at any moment, and m any 
rjufitcr, in winch u might threaten us 

In order to disappoint the second obpet — that of weming out 
our resources, lie trusted the house would from the beginning tonn 
its system of iinnnce, not with a mow only to the expense which 
might be mccssuiy in the first yeni ot (lie contest, but tlmt they 
would look at oihc to the possibility of Us being protracted to as 
long a period as that which lately' was terminated — that they 
would consider fully wluit, on the probable scale of the war, would 
be the whole extent of the burthens nccessaiy to be imposed on th it 
supposition, lie was persuaded, that it could only be by pro- 
\idmg, in the outset, means adequate to the whole extent oi fluse 
purposes, that we could in fact prcient the ultimate amount of 
our expenses Jiom being unnccessauiy , and pa haps Jiitolciably 
augmented, or that wc could ensuie the best chance , cither ot 
bringing the contest to a speedy' conclusion, by convincing the 
enemy of oui sufficiency to maintain Jt, or could meet its con- 
tinued exigencies, if necessary, without the annual iccmrcnco of 
growing and accumulated cmbaimssmcnts He trusted, therefore, 
that Ins Majesty’s ministers would, on then pait, feel the necessity' 
of bunging both these points under consideration with all practi- 
cable piomptitucle and dispatch, and that, if possible, not cion a 
fmtmght might be siiffeied to elapse, without enabling parliament 
to adopt such mcasuies as would dommee Jjuth Trance and the 
eorld, that vc had from that hour pronded the means of sup- 
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porting tbe force and d fmying the expenditure VfTitcb ml^ht L» 
necv^&rv for RTUQtalnint; our internal Kcuntv and fur the st 
j^roo ami effectual pro* edition of the war to ant period to 
uhicb It could reasonably he suppled to extend He repeated 
that bu tins aware that these metuimi could not bo effected with 
out ruatcrul ond eaten tec personal sacrifice* and without great 
ndditu nal burtlens which must to a degree afcct the nw con 
nwncr wad ctcu comfort of many classes of secret) — that he 
lamented these consequence* as much as nnv tn»n and if be ixtr 
any prospect that by present conces»»on, wo eoulil obtain a real 
and dcsirubtc interval of pence, security and repose be should 
bt as anxious as any man to avoiJ the necessity of inch orduoui 
frnd painful exertions but tint, under the present circumstances, 
a wvnk and trend pnfiev c< ukl perhaps xcarcily even postpone tbe 
mouKTt when they would become mdi pcmal le for our exht< ace, 
ami would Infallibly expose tu to theHcrtamly at do dhUnt pe- 
nod rf a similar Kru gle with outofcmrhrmdi 

which we now poMf*««l and with tbe chance diminished cf 
finally contacting it to n »uccr* ful boue— that wr had not *r» 
rptlon at this moment, Utwevn the LVHngs of p*cct and the 
dan » r> | f w or— that from tlm fatality of the times and the gene* 
r»l >tair ^t>f tbr w rl 1 »m u»t con Idcr cor lot as row hr tbf 
deem nhVr \»1 nee in a tim i»f pen! and trouldc—tl at be 
ttu t d itaM irtwr pu l roomg^ nf the i mku\ would confirm tt til 
t<* the Innt H that dilation — tint wesinuld I** prrjarti 1 
r Hrct flj (^lielisi l uU) in imt « with that mi nstren and 
f rjiMu t if at ll r v e time with tl si nctur ? al and esr#- 
ti *n 'b'jr in pi p”*ti n fo tl ru Pita t rf t! fit x, n l t 
lc r>fCet d ft t) a t m ml fnr p»«i i-j #i\I it I* * trU 
{r «mn »r> lie J, i f mil whst almnd nt »it> r» we h**r t 
if ■***♦’ fi 1 |*s 1 r i ! tue n T tl e ll lierti U a r J+r* <n no# 
Hi' c j i f l on p- ft t frw nil tl r- « I « ta -*s •■>1 ' * s 

) •% tv > r I i l-r tnl i ill hif lilt- l \ i s-ei * 
li r rfs ill i | tl r» s * ll i * 

l e- r *n i i i It ^ it 1 It"* J 
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Vn amendment to flic address was then moved by Mr Grey, to leave out 
the words after the first paragraph, and to insert the following, 

‘ To assure his Majesty of our firm determination to co-operate with his 
ajesty in calling forth the resources of the united kingdom, for the vigorous 
isecution of the war in which we arc involved , and to express to his Ma- 
ty the satisfaction with which his faithful Commons have received hi> 
ajesty’s gracious declaration, that he is willing to afford, as far as may 
consistent with his own honour, and the interests of his people, everjf 
cihty to any just arrangement by which the blessings of peace may be 
stored to his loyal subjects ” 

The debate was afterwards adjourned to the succeeding day, when npon 
division, the amendment was negatived. 


Ayes 

Noes 

nd the original question agreed to 


67 
.. 39S 


June 3 , 1 S 03 . 

Colonel Patten, having previously given notice of a motion of censure 
against his Majesty’s ministers, this day submitted to the House the following 
resolutions , — 

1, “ That it appears to this Home, from the declaration issued by Ins Ma- 
jesty on the 18th day of May last, and laid before this House by his Majesty’s 
command, that the conduct of the French republic, during die whole period 
which has elapsed since the conclusion of the definitive treaty of peace, is consi- 
dered by his Majesty’s ministers as having been altogether inconsistent with 
every principle of good faith, moderation, and justice, as having exhibited one 
Continued series of aggression, violence, and insult, and as necessarily creating 
a thorough conviction of a system deliberately adopted by France for the put- 
pose -of degrading, vilifying, and insulting Ins Majesty and his govern- 
ment. 

3 « That his Majesty’s ministers having throughout the whole period, 
from the conclusion of the definitive treaty of peace, to the issuing of his Ma- 
jesty’s declaration of the 18th day of May last, neither communicated to par- 
liament any knowledge of the sense which they now appear to have enter- 
tained respecting the conduct and system of France, nor any regular informa- 
tion of the particulars on which the same was founded,- or of the steps taken 
by hi$ Majesty’s government thereupon, have thereby witheld from this House 
the necessary materials for a due aud full discharge of its comtitutionnl 
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fvnrti«n jt&. that, by nrocnjc— throe- hoc: ti. cotiJry i_ tfi&aadtd **0. 
nty *cd cccfidtnt m the pcxnutcrue cf peace, ti xj hitt ociharmtci erf 
rtil-WeJ oar cctrinc-cc ha e deterred the oyemtjoz. u:d aatmoHlj 
lurr vdthe*plr oft..« pwp.r ard hire cm ready iacjeucu azi >*piTai 
edthedalinifciejcfoar xa»l ct-man. 

^ a T7m ft mi I he try cf f-» Majraf'f biokot to it-iV- utc^j- tn-J 
•deipatc Tejfo*rottert rc-t *udi acti t» hire h their jud^tnert, toa'U 
tnlcJ *« -* of -prentor ti ha-r, iM re ad. to thr j- rt of Frcr r That 
by d cruficil iH temperate rcr fcUowed ap mth coc u^fey red 

tact Irtd w tb Cnsne *, evHtx th cnrv.inJ jn-'tr' o. r_:h acti wct4 birr 
tx"a trrt' cJ vnf^nrt iht t*cec*i ty of rtctnc ; to trrr or tic detrenfcinwi 
flht iMth 1 -rm.rrracru to j*cr < tlcrdn would hire V-ca ditrciH verr- 
twrd,btftf hi {ajoty had, ty th m.n ucn of h i fcnrt, Jibiitmo- 
der f tu crriadt.r’ t cut cl tu hitd tbcm©»* efttcrad rrettnc/ o’-op-x-^ 

rt^jf* c — ! r*r r»~m Tb-t t « ntcotul dcry aj-pean to hire brea, h 
try jte i d. rre reylxtcd Ly tu M je>ty mln-atni and itrt ia S 
thru orjlett ml oca-nctj hare beta h — y tjaricut to the p 4 k bvr* 
c t>. 

4 **Tha It * -oat to ih.t H mare, tty ec the 17th ct On Ire l*rt comer 
r r t>rr* £b j it hi J by Ua f J^Ky p trn~m nrt itu tfc ni-Ti he 
f j -nfrih saalr f th_ Cape ef CooJ Hope ir 4 ! dtultrcra- 
•rco tfrei t- by t M jruyj u 1 «tJ.e Cc -1 Cadet by alrtt of 
) M jo rt fvrt 1 n y meu tl t, t Cj-c w t vr.t cot^e tCtia of So- 
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minister'; seted il! contradiction to the sense winch they had themselves mani- 
fested of thur own duty, and hive improuduitly exposed to dinger some 
of the most important intcrc'ts of his M-ja ly\ dominions 

5 “ 1 hat, by all these instances of misconduct in the present ministers of 
Ins Majesty’s government, they Jmc proved themselves unworthy of the con- 
fidence reposed in them in such an important crisis as the present " 

As roon as the Cnanccllor of the Exchequer (Mr Addington) sat down, 

AIk Pitt rose 

If I possessed a full and ckar opinion on the nielli's of the case, 
to the extent of either directly negativing oi adopting the resolu- 
tions which have been pioposcd, I should, following the unbiassed 
dictates of my conscience, give my \otc on that side to which my 
judgment inclined. Iflngiced with my light honourable fncnd r , 
m thinking that the fust steps we ought to take in duty to the 
public, were, by a rctiospective suruy of the conduct of ministers, 
to judge of their fitness to exercise the functions to which they are 
called , and if, upon tint result, I were foiced to conclude, tlmf 
the papers on the table affoulcd cm deuce ot ciiminality, of inca- 
pacity', of misconduct, then, however pmnlul the sacrifice oi 
private feelings might be, m taking such a part m the rase of in- 
dividuals whom I respect, I should feel myself bound to concur in 
an addicts to lus Majesty, for the icmoval of Ins ministers. On 
the other hand, if 1 were one of those who considered the expla- 
nation afforded by ministers upon general points, so clear as to 
justify a decided negative of the propositions moved by the honour- 
able gentlemay over the way — a negative which would imply ap- 
probation, (for m such a matter to avoid ground of consul e, may 
be considered the same as to have deserved applause), I should 
feel myself happy in joining in a deciMve negative to the motion. 
But to this extent, either of approbation or of censuie, I am un- 
able to go. I cannot concur in the lattci, or m the extent of the 
charges involved m the propositions which lia’-e been moved 
■ Besides, I am aware of the inconveniences that would result 
from supporting any measure winch has the tendency of the pre-t 


*■ Mr Grenville 
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wot motion units the clearest tycrsuty exkti for it* Thon r h l 
do not th pule tire n^hi of tbii houre to addrm the ling for tbt 
romoret of minuter*, yet uothing n more toi»clucTmtt th-n & par 
liamcntan, mterfervuer b) declared evth-tifc, tr ruining tire ccn 
hnunore of mini- tna in office impa?s;ble, tinlcs that interference 
11 justified by extraordinary exigency of nflhm, J\ot dnpoun, 
tl c ugl t of the lrems I contend that the right n to Ire govtnu: l 
by c. K/urvi discretion ond by the public inlrrmL Me mm l look 
to cooMiWattoas of public expediency and of public t&fciy 
rhnr ore tome questions in the dr*or>**oti of winch gentlemen tna t 
f'rl more than they can Hill express and tbb with rcgarJ to tire 
inttrfcrcnco nf porlraim-nt for rerntning ramwen it one of them 
Admitting men that there mere con Idcrahlu gronodi of dinatl* 
faction at the conduct of minister*, vrtmld it tend to promote 
tWerx mioiri to encourage those raenfien whtch the drGwrtdty 
and danger of our utuation mpiu\ l Would oor meani of »U'« 
tnin»o„ the itroggle tn nhith we are rngopil and of calling forth 
thos* rrtmmm nrcTMary for oor defence, be impnsrd hy cuttitu 
short th date if a Innnwtmtnm, and unwultn, the whole ijjrtem 
of pivcrnrointf Tn displace one Oilmirmtmtron and to fetto* 
due? n new erne h not the work of n da) W itli all tLe functioni 
efixteatite power m js *. d i will the irgolar m rm of c ,n mu* 
oicwti n brt« en paihara it ami the thr ir^» int -erupted t wrtL 
tA\ m o*t h> un trd in uiulu ut c Hunts tnl liwtnon, how 
c u* \ t e public wf I) consent to a tale i f tl mg> to snd ot and 
usratura! oi *i ul 1 from | ail am nt reisdnw D one aJmttu 
» ran niucaperiV of ex rr ting m ) joldic lancti *o witho-tt any 
od rr *"o<-ru gj -mm tl t*in obi-ined m tl »t 1 1 1 I wdl 
STnu.tr t h nt nl s lh t -Her * 1 <s t p a > * Inunmrfti n t i*t 
»1 U Miteeed te u *1 a i m fht en J w* ant wusri 1 1** rm* 
»i n 1 -pend oj^ n cr wey j U\ 1 itw|f j Urrd it» a n ^4. 
sM«* Iran i T ) it tie aunt a cuv<vrt»«H«!a a^-f iM 
tn Ursp LI u jit i r~-n frl tU i irro st n H 
p « t il ( 101*1* « rri l K* ii/cb r* H sV y t era i d i 

t!* l j* ie» a i k — ef t-i t f) ( tl* ru l ^ v l d^i o wb ih 
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50 eventful a period hum impose? Those are considerations for 
the crow » and the public, and iluy outweigh nil those which pre- 
sent theimehos, on a jiuitml mow of the aduiutages which could 
ho hoped ftoni u prosecution of tliat consul c and dissolution of ad- 
ministration, to which the propositions tend. 

1 am nwaic that tlic right honourable gentleman* on (lie floor, 
and in) friends on the same bench with him, must feel their situa- 
tion nhsomc under the weight of a question so important, m 
vhicli they are personally imohcd, remaining undecided. 
Xe\erthclo$s, when other sacrifices are demanded for the public 
interest, personal feedings must be ourloohed. Those who with 
me lime not made up their minds to the extent of censuring mi- 
nisters by the adoption of the piopositions, or of approung their 
conduct by agreeing to a dnect negative, must pursue some 
middle course. They cannot do that which must imply approba- 
tion, when the) do not find from the case made out tlint npproba- 
tion 1ms been deserted; neither can they \olc severe censuie, 
leading to an address for removal, when they do not consider the 
charges made, n^ completely sustained 

IIa\ing stated the opposite lines of conduct which present them- 
selves in deciding upon the pioposiiions, I do not intend to enter 
into an) detailed discussion of the papers 1 wish, if good cannot 
be obtained by continuing to discuss them comparable to the evil 
of inter! upting the course of our parliamentary duty, to suspend 
them altogether Since things more urgent and more important 
demand our caie, let us make good the parliamentary pledge we 
ha\e given. I shall behold wiih'much gieater satisfaction as first 
proofs of our determination to support ln-> Maiesty with our lives 
stud foi tunes, you, Sir, picscnlmg <i strong bill of supply pro- 
viding resources, not mcicly foi eveiy demand of public sen ice, 
but adequate to every scale of exeition; a measuie that ull djs. 
play and call foith the means of sustaining the struggle, not mere- 
ly for one year, but till we shall have brought it to u successful 
issue , some measuie by which we shall ne enabled to complete 
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nor army and to call into action the natioml itrtnjlh, and pnc 
activity to alt the imht'n tkill di ciphnr and cxpencnce «* 
pti«<«v, I t i not Krx v. if p-mlcm n ft I at I do upon thn occa 
aion or if f h ?c lic+*n mcfcnful in mnljn~ m} f etinp under 
'toad Implied fti I am nith tl o*c feeling and unprepared 
for the deci no \oto which n or rod In the direct nr-ntne or 
■fltrmatnc of the proportions before the bouK* I norr, " that 
the other orders of the dov hr now read " 
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the quo tion nv to our dotmMicsecuuty entirely beyond nil doubt. 
I nm not non dnptMod, became, indeed, I do not think n necesstirj , 
to cntoi into any investigation of the ilegiee of danger which the 
country hie- to nppiehend, though I mo aware it is imucual ilint 
the danger should not be undi noted. But to return to the men- 
•wire befoic the house* — 1 rejoice in its introduction as the most 
congenial in its spirit to the constitution of this country, imd in iu 
execution not at all likely to meet any obstacle fiom the character 
or disposition ol the people In its structme there is nothing new 
to our In-tor) , m its tendency tin re is nothing ungrateful to our 
habits, it embraces the inteicsls, it avails itself of the energies, 
and it promises to establish the security of the countiy. It imposes 
no burthens, nor does it propose any arrangement of which it can 
be in the power of any class of the community to complain Its 
object is the safety of all, without containing any thing in its pro- 
\iMons oflonsivc to any It is perfectly agreeable to the best insti- 
tutions of civilized society, ami has for its basis the rudiments oi 
our constitutional history. 

It is obvious, that unless wc make cffoils adequate to the cnsis 
m which we arc placed, the country is insecure, and if those efforts 
cannot he effectual without compulsion, I trust no man can enter- 
tain a doubt of the piopriety of lcsoiting to it but I haven con- 
fident expectation that compulsion will be unnecessary , that the 
number of voluntary offers will be sufficient to obviate the neces- 
sity of that disagreeable alternative It is, however, an alternative 
of which I hope no man will disapprove, should the necessity 
ause, and least of all my right bonouiable fnend,* who has not, 
on a foimer occasion, hesitated to iccommend that compulsion 
By his Majesty's prerogative he has it m Ins power, at any time 
that the country is threatened with invasion, to cal) out all his 
subjects tor its defence , and the object ol the mcasme before the 
house is, that the people, when culled out, should be prepared to 
second Ids views, — should be trained to military evolutions,-— should 
be ready to act with promptitude m any quaiter where then scr< 
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ncrt might bo required — should be capable of coDfbrmlrig to ordrn 
without coafuMou or dvlay — of collecting with cehnty and acting 
with deasiou. Such a plan u highly dew ratio forituouWbc 
nnmiv to lease the dof nccof ilu country plnccd on our Meat 
force h(me\ or superior* or in our regular «rm\ Imwcsrr gallant 
oml well disciplined or even m the peopTiAiihucd ra amir unless 
previously dulled m military tnatwru res, and subject to thedirre 
tians of go\ eminent \ ho by tin m tLua before the house are to 
be rat tied vuth ample pow rs f rendering the appbcatlou of this 
force effectual, and of directing it to tli? several branches of public 
sen icc which circumstances mav tall for The training of the 
people bowerrr should be prompt no delay lhcrnld be suffered, 
for there i> not room to alio* it The efforts of those to be eu 
trusted with the iteration of tbo important duty tlrould be u&* 
remitted and indeed of all public mid pnVntc individual*, until the 
country shall lx. completely sreur agalost any attacks of thr 
corny This security ts certain if every man mil be act no in hr* 
station and of that nc&wty I hate not the least doubt if gorem- 
tntnt will n i r tho proper stimulus. 

\Vith respect to the observations of rav nobio friend* upon (ho 
sentiments of my right iwoounblc friendf ns to the dangers of in- 
canon the noble lord seems to hnvu quite mistaken his meaning j 
for my right honourable fnmd di 1 not at all desert bo the danger 
in such a way as to damp the splnt of the country but rather to 
exate iu caution and energy by removing the idea that an inrxu 
won b Itnpmcticable ; and as soon as that delusive notion shall 
cense to pnsail 1 am quite certain that the whole tenour of my 
tight hone n ruble friends remark* will bo to \ reduce confidence of 
aecunty In the public mind at the lim* when that feeling o f con- 
fidence ou^ht to exist ettber with reference to the mhtyof the 
slate or of individuals. The amount of our danger therefore ft 
vurald le Impolitic to cone ml from the people It was the first 
duty of minister* to moke lt\nown and after doing so it should 
have tavn their study to j row le against it, and to point out tha 
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means to the country by w Inch it might be averted It is quite 
impossible that a people v ill make adequate efforts to resist a 
danger, Of the nature and e\tent of which they are studiously kept 
in ignorance. Upon those grounds I disapprove of ihe outcry so 
often raised against my light honouiablo fucnd and others, who 
hate endeavoured by their speeches to unite the energies of the 
country in the most effectual tvay. namely, by pointing out the 
necessity which existed for employing those eneigits After, 
iiowetcr, the grounds of apprehension shall hate boon extinguished, 

I hate little doubt that the exertions of my light honourable 
friend will be to point the attention of ministers to such means of 
annoying the enemy as his ingenuity can suggest, and that 'those 
grounds will be remoted with proper attention and activity on the 
part of ministers, I can have no doubt, for who can fear for the 
event, when millions of Englishmen are to be opposed to the de- 
tachment of the instruments of French ambition ? and whatever 
the number of our invaders may be, they cannot, comparatively 
with the force I trust we shall have to oppose them, he more than 
a mere detachment 

I have not understood, from the words of my right honourable 
friend, that he had any fear as to the event, but that he wished 
solely to urge the adoption of such measures as might tend to 
give an effective direction to our natural strength My right ho- 
nourable friend has appeared to me very little to indulge in those 
gloomy presages which ore ascribed to him by those of whose 
sluggishness, supineness, and inactivity he has been long in the 
habit of complaining, but I feel the most sincere gladnesB that the 
charge of supineness can no longer apply * his Majesty's ministers 
seem now determined' upon reusing the spirit of the country, and 
upon giving that spmt a just and powerful direction. I hail, for 
the sake of my country, the appearande of this resolution This 
is an auspicious day , "though I cannot help expressing my sur- 
prise that this measure has not been submitted to the consideration ' 
of the house long ago . but even now I hope it will answer its pur 
pose, that it will meet the approbation of pail lament, and that the 
people will promptly come forward to second its object. After 
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the -precise vicwT of thts country shall be made knota, end after 
its dnngcn shall bo fully understood, I mm suh? that no man wifi 
•shrink from the calls of ht* country In this hoot of peril union 
from motives such as he dare not avow Whether minuter* WgLf 
sooner to hare proposed tbb measure \s a qoofnm into which I 
shall not now enter at large hat I will merely observe that if it 
becomes necessary from a knowledge of the enemy’s -news I be- 
lieve no knowledge of that kind has been recently obtained — none’ 
of which ministers and tho public were not aware at the time that 
war was declared and even before Why then was this import 
ant measure delayed ? The danger to be Idokcd for Las been ap- 
prehended for a cortndrreble time back and upon the contingency 
of it my noble friend admits, that, arch during peace a roiy 
large and axpcnsro establishment was kept up I cannot con 
cciro any excuse that can be alleged for such procrastination. It 
did not proceed I suppose, from the desrro of raim^ers to com! 
der the scale and mmure of our dangers fa lan 0 h] or frdm an 
Opinion oo their part, that it mis better ihry should be urdpnml 
grodaal in their measures against the gigantic efforts of the enemy 
[a laugh] Thu cannot hare been the reason and icnlly f sev no 
difference m the state of Eurojvc nor in the rein tiro siuhlkm of 
tbb country with respect to franc? from what it was at the corn 
mcnccraent of the war I am therefore at a loss to divine the 
motives which have mhamccd the roodoct of koitmtrrs ood why 
thb measure was not brought forward loog si occ If there was do 
necessity to bo active if there was leisure for slow d liberation 
liven of course the period is not such In ibdr estimation, ns to call 
for any cxtruordiaary promptitude of exertion or such as ought 
to excite alarm but in truth if there was any particular rmu 
sore which claimed prerrdniry n was that jw under con >dcpi 
rion, which could not icter&rewlih any other military arrjegr- 
mettU. The question simply U tbH —wav it prudent to p^tpow 
the Introduction of a men urr which had ( r it* obp 1 1 jnpare 
the people for n gtwrol armament, and which prvp-araii n must 
tt-'ccsttrlly comma since time before it Could U. Gk 1 1 * \ h 
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m the wisdom of ministers) this is the ptuliculai measuie which is 
to be dcla\ cd to the last. 

I will not, however, stop to inquire into the time which has been 
nlreadj lost ? but I shall express my earnest hope that no tune 
will be wasted hereafter — that ci cry instant will be actively enga- 
ged until the country be completely safe. I think that some ar- 
rangements should be made to connect the different departments of 
the executive authority, that, upon orders issued from government 
to the lord-lieutenants of counties, the people might be immedi» 
ately set in motion , that, without interfering with nguculture, 
which should not by any means be disturbed, the several classes 
might he disciplined, to attend the dull at least two dajs in each 
week, to assemble in particular places throughout the county; 
the limitation of distance from the lcsidence of each man to the 
place of assembly, to be about si\ miles, the time of attendance 
to be not less than half a day. The distance I propose is not 
more^han the stout English peasantry are in the habit of going, 
when led to a cricket match or any other rural amusement. 
These men, in my conception, might be disciplined by soldiers 
on fui lough, who, on being called back to their lcgimcnt, when 
danger should actually resell our shores, might be enabled to bung 
with them one handled sturdy recruits, prepared for military action 
through their means. 

With regard to the motion before the house, I must say that it 
is not liable to the objections advanced by my right honourable 
friend, on the ground that it w'ould have a compulsory operation, 
foi m fact it docs not propose to lesort to compulsion, if the object 
can be attained by voluntary offers ; and 1 am of opinion that the 
purposes may.be so effected. These voluntary offers may be pro- 
moted considerably by the presence of the nobility end gentry m 
then respectne districts, and on that account, I t rejoice in the 
^ prospect that w’e are soon to separate, not only with reference to > 
this, but to the other measures which have passed the bousc ? and. 
to the execution of which the presence I have alluded to,, must 
materially contribute. The gieat men of thc ( coimtiy to animate 
bj their example, to countenance by their authority, and to assist 
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by their aduce the operations of the people, bate it in their power 
to achieve the meat important good to excite a zeal ond devotion 
to the public catrtc and to diffuse thiir own spmt through oil 
ranks of the cotnraumty 

VTith a cterr to those d curable adstujtngca, I wLh the the vn 
won may bo short ; and I hope that as little time ns possible rosy 
he lost in oxanumn^ txnd arranging tho details of tbn Important 
measure and that whatever rnwou> we nriy have to loot fbr 
voluntary o&-ra, we shall not rely on Those offer* altogether j for 
fts tho TOpmentatnet of the people we art bound to preside for 
their aa/etr and to preside a sulhcicrrt force Thoutfi they mny 
not be disposed to take cart of thcsnwlvrs li is our duty to taka 
care of them, therefore soluniary otters shall notV adequate 

to the purpose v .0 must of cmirv resort to compulsory proceed- 
ings The drilling of the men r% as I have nlrrady olfaorfcd, tins 
pnnnpol ol jrtt to be Attended tr> but I beg It to be nndt'p.tood 
that in ray opinion, the poorer cIovkv should, be remunerated (of 
the time they may bo engaged in discipline I bopo Jt n so In 
tended though I base not beard onv thing of tho land raefttknfcd 
by my right honourable fneud in the opening. The man, obo 11 
talen trora his labour lor the public safety ought certainly to he 
paid for bb time qnd this mould serso to reconcile such perwwi 
to a practice which othenriw uotild bejtwrly coowdered * '^7 
grtat hardship As to tho trouble which the nobility uud gentry 
may be called upon to submit to, in this general armament I cm 
not do them tbc injustice of supposing that tbry would or4 submit 
to it with (dacnlj or that questions of men: personal convenience 
would in such a cmis cs the pn-vetst hair any weight with dew 
In the execution of lids measure 1 do not like the idea of * d ,p I 
for th slow progress of a Loflot, I think tfmt unless lb** * n ioiu 
tart should within n rertum date comply with the condition 
pnvenbed tbnr consent dimitd not bt waited for In thevs 

pambra w)»cre the stdanesty of n hould ra* 1< pntraptly male, 
cirtnpul-rtiry lesy shouU be promptly ctiftireid, Thu cmupol 
stoc, however ausiU tyd, according to ray opprrlft ru«s h In any 

tmtaTi cu see* ary if the lwWseiU tunft of cwrttei, «ttb A* 
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deputies nml other persons of lespictnbility , would go round from 
lum-t lo home m their rcsptctne <h*lucK and solicit the people 
to tome toruaril. 'i 1ns I Know 1 am nut too sanguine m believ 
mg would ofirituaHy accomplish, within om month, the cmls we 
!,.i\c m mow without any compulsion iilntiiei, particularly when 
tint me appnnd hilly of the necessity for their service, when 
they ire mcourugid by the advice of their sup< rioia , and when 
they lmtc the satisfaction of Knowing that the legislature liave 
diemcil tin n country » danger demands it 

Much has been said of the danger of arming the people I 
conics that there was n time wlun that torn would lime lmd sonic 
weight, hut there ncvci was a time when there could lime been 
mi) feir of arming the whole people of England, and particularly 
not under the present cucumstances I nevei, indeed, entertained 
any apprehensions from a patriot army rogularl) officered, accord- 
ing to the manner specified in the measuie before the house, how- 
cur I might hesitate to peimit the assemblage of a tumultuary 
army otherwise constituted from an army to consist of the 
round bulk of the people, no man who Knows the British charac- 
ter could ha\e the least fear — it it even were to include the disaf- 
fected, tor they would Ixar so small a proportion to the whole, 
as to be incapable of doing imscmcl, however mischievous!) dis- 
posed Thcte was indeed a tune when associations of trmtois, 
systematically oigamml, e\citcd an apprehension of the conse- 
quences of a sudden armament of the populace but that time is 
no more, and the probability Is now *as occurred in the case of the 
volunteers, that, it there are still any material number of disaf- 
fected, by mixing them with the loyal part of the community, the 
same patriotic zeal, the same submission to just authoaty will he 
soon found to perv r ade the whole body, and that all will be equally 
anxious to defend their country or pensh in the attempt,' — that 
the good and the loyal will correct the vicious disposition of the 
disaflectcd, will rectify their errors, and set right their misguided 
judgments We may thus enlist those among our friends, who 
would otherwise, perhaps, become the auxiharids of our enemy. 
Under all these circumstances, Mr. Pitt said, he felt that the ob- 
it 4 
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jfctiotrt urged upon this score were not tenable, abd that they 
ought not to bare coj vmght against a measure tvbidi war wcu. 
*ary to the preservation of public order and private happiness, - 

Le*vc *11 JTTtH, mtwtb* iUrtJumH to briojlfl the tfflt— Whtdl WU tVrw 
brmrjbt In, erf retd t £nt turn. 


July 52, 1803 

T«i General Defence bill *rr» tin* day re*d a tWrd tune. Oa tie ijwtnoc 
thtt * the bin (hoald pat*,** tad after Cobod Cnwfcrd tad the Secrctxry it 
TYtr fad Adirr rrd their tectidvcct* open b, 

M« PrrrroKt 

It is not tny intention, Mr Spooler to trouble the house at any 
eoiwMcrablo length but I cannot avoid submitting n Jew obrersa 
tlona upon what fell from the honourable officer*, and from ray 
right honourable Wendt Mach, Sir of what Uu fallen from th# 
gallant officer H entitled to great oti mtion and entirely meet* my 
approbation bat I mart observe that tl*sc considerations are 
not now for the lint lime introduced. 1\ 1th regard to the Urf 
Mean* of national defence, loch os a selection of the great lending 
pests, on examination of the root cflcctuai tnearo of opoation to 
red it the progress of an enemy if be had landed j— upon all tbm 
point*, though perhaps much may remain to be done yet certainly 
gotemrnent r* not without ample foundation of information upoR 
thb subject which has Ixen long since obtained and which 1 bop* 
l* erery day Increasing It o Impotable but that comkleratiorn 
of thU hrod most base occurred to gotemment fonnerl) } ^ 
though the danger of invasion eras never so imminent or >n pressing 
la the last war a* it is at present t thrugh the enemy had net ibtn 
so an opportunity of fixing hi tdtenitoo tn tint ere obj c*i 
that it to ny, the destruction of this eountr) without bcia 0 
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turbed by the danger of continental attach , though the scale of 
?ction which was found necessary at that’ period can be no crite- 
rion of the degree of preparation which is now necessary , yet 
even then it could not he supposed that his Majesty's ministers, in 
their general superintendence of the defensive means of the coun- 
try, which was all that belonged to the civil servants of the crown, 
01 that the illustrious personage who fortunately for the country 
then piesided and now presides over the military department, that 
the variety of very able generals who had commands m the dif- 
ferent districts of the Kingdom, did not turn their most scuous at- 
tention to a subject of such infinite importance as that of securing 
the Kingdom against the possibility of foreign invasion, and to 
adopt such means as, with the force the country then possessed, 
would secure the defeat of any enterprise which might be attempt- 
ed. There is hardly one mihtaiy district in the Kingdom of which 
the government have not at this moment in its possession ample 
memorials, prepared a considerable time before the termination of 
the late war, under the auspices of the illustnous commander in 
chief of his Majesty's land forces, containing a minute statement 
of the various points of resistance which arc to be found on the 
coasts,, and also all the intermediate points of military defence 
between the different coasts and r the capital Ministers, I know, 
have now m their possession -similar reports yvith .regard to those 
counties which contain the great, naval arsenals of the kingdom. 
They have also memorials upon the very subject alluded to by ths 
honourable gentleman*, that of protecting tire mouths of our bar- 
bom's, and particularly that, of the mouth of the Humber , and, 
what I think of moie importance still, thoUgl^more remote, I mean, 
the defence of Newcastle, which, from its .connexion with, the 
wants of the capital, is obviously ot such importance that it cannot 
be necessary to enlarge upon it. , « 

Iths hardly necessary, Sir, to recal to the recollection of ( the- 
housc, the names of the gallant officers who had the commands of 
fhe different districts in the last war, but if I do state them, it 
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rt* coroplebcm, bccmao there mast renwun some iderntl before ail 
these plow arc completely arranged and organized, and brought 
to that itale of perfection at jwhicb I hope they will hosrorcr 
soon arrive bat even supposing that all the measures which I 
Bam stated were Brought to perfection, still It would not dbpwc 
us from the necessity of adopting other mean* of defence, jwxucu. 
Urty in two points of new Suppose all the objects attained at 
thh moment, yet tho foundation of oar security would not be these 
olijccts, however completely attained agauut the arduous and 
most desperate struggle in which wo may bo engaged, all theie 
Binds of strength can only give us tins Bind of security that if we 
arc not wanting to oonclvo, if we bate not CoTgottcn oar national 
character bat remember who we are and what we are contending 
for »be contest will be glorious to us, and must terminate in the 
tompletc discomfiture of tho enemy and ultimate security to this 
BiD^dora but if there remain any measure by tho adoption of 
which oar safety may be yet rendered, not only more certain per 
Imps, but more easy by which our defence can be tec a red with 
less effukion of blood leu ansutyr of nund less interruption of the 
industry of the nation leu 1 anil not my of alarm but of the 
evils, the inconveniences, tho agitation that nccessonly belong to 
c great itingglc of this Bind howercr short or however certain 
its rouo may be — in a contest of such a nature it certainly would 
be most an no lo run arty Uatard of protracting it or to neglect 
any mean of shortening it still more if possible if upon these 
grounds, I Kty it can be pointed out to me that there ore any 
menus tty which our regular army could be immediately increased 
and ©11 our ivglmtnU completed I should sny that, although 
we are safe with out it, vet our interest our prosperity and every 
object lhat can influence u would require that iocb » rormura 
ibtwld be adopted. 

Myth bowerer flv I slwnld rejoice inset ingthal object attuned 
end much n> f am Inclined to eitrnd to the know led"? and eipe» 
neticr of x\ n honnomble officer wbtre plan it was t J t 4 ^ ^ 

militia nt mce into th ngul-m 1 cannot 1 nng m> mind t* c«r» 

■cur In the idea which he haj suggested fur Ur. ntfuauicct of that 
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o' j> rt , I t ii'tut thnh of r u di tunying o»n mum'dinto Mstim of 

<h >. iiCv. it l’ '* wi ik> i>t •< i olyt i tion 1 ’ to it ; 1 t unit think oi 

b mm?’ iuujuimIk i'ii i! <>i {li«* militia ns u mm •t'uuU, let the 
p io '< ii, 'll m v rnn 4 thun into ib< regtihr nrny J know ih it 
tin. p-,, it i. iii« imht i ltd mnw.iinuH ii h tin um nl tin tr 
ron’ilt , j u o, du Millie cf tlu ' u u .1 obj. ct fm which they arc to 
coi’vm ; ’Ii f llit' ire < n\i<ni to h.ui m opportunity of dun- 

it,' th 't this would i> • ms( p? ice to any oilitr troops in jm Ma- 

tt ti-*»om<< mth n’ottr of tlwtr <1‘ soucm to (tifi couiitiy . but 
J It oss, »h» » >»',( tiuM,u i* impossible to ihvt n mmol lu lings 
end jiu.jn, v 1 , s tmh tl i\ lone bum ion u tu'tul, nntl I knotv 
tl t if i ii. i nr> o> fhi~ )md sun »fh»pt<<l, tiom tin p irtiahtv and 
* ’lee vioji s> huh th. ofnui-s heir to\' mb ihc nun whom tins lime 
t* ont’d, utu* i*nt loop luul under tinirromm.uul, they would suf- 
fer much tmt'tn! i< rret in hsitiq c <'ptr?ts<l 1 should In sorry if 
tuerc ss.is ori mtiina offlcsr who tin 1 not ful proud in liming 
Ins troops co i.pku\ end making ho torp* ml with the host dou* 
jdincvl ii'iups in Ins MnisMsV '•s.rstcc As such then me thmr 
fciliugs, in the same propoittoti must in their icluctnm t tosec 
tliL'i* riKti tni’i'ferroti from tin u nfliuT. into other it gtments. I 
think I may itmun to assort, that if you take a mindnroi Jmg- 
Johmus uiithr the commaiul of props i oflturs nml withe proper 
ettgreo of discipline, they must and will, especially when undci die 
superintt ml mcc of regular generals mid rm\cd with rogulai troops, 
furnish for tlic picsent occasion a force so gloat, so respectable, 
and so useful, that it would be seiy unwise to hazard tlm m iking 
it lo«s <o, either by reducing their number, oi by wounding tlu ir 
A clings, by making them think worse of tlumsclus hyyom slnw- 
ingtli.it you thought v or-e of them ; by mnkmgan tmiJrnm, com- 
p trison lx hi ecu difft nmt kinds of troop-,, rnJ by rretlmg 
that worst of nil ii ding*., a midship miaurt'd with tin/mu- 
sity. 

The honourable ofTicr r, how eti'r, not oidy nidus for tin-, Lt r ' r 
meastuc v ith regird to tin i.nldiJ, but e.dk> «p<m tie • * ' 

beers to do that which imud <r*iMi ally b'bmhlc 5 
ttunr inclinations, vu. to gtu «hur aid m tl tie hi r 
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mn<i of ibr lmr those ram on whose dnaphnc they lod hot owed 
»o much pruia thru n a sacrifice that can hardly be expected 
hot enn if it eould there are other arguments o^uret the adop 
twm of tlm plan the weight of which I am lore the boooorablo 
officer will upoo -rcflcctKiu admit In the* fire place tho danger 
h immediate and the measure now proposed is one that noit 
tale op wimt that in rts operation and dunn^ that time the dn- 
cipCne ol the corps mast be nwwauty Ioo*crecd and therefore l 
\try much doubt whether m such n pn*«in p dan 0 er the remedy 
Incited by the honourable p ntlemon could be voth safety 
adopted I confess that the mccsurtw which Bare UtU> been 
adopted by parlmnieut hare ro my mind tn\.en off tery much of 
the weight of the nrguroenta which bare beem drawn from the nr 
mvty of augmenting the army of the LnS\U\ transferring the mi- 
lt ft* irrto It because aicorr* bare nlready lien lalrn for Incrra* 
ing the trnnv of the Tine >eiy considerably }V meam leas violent 
and ta» grating to the fcelures of mdmduid* ,Vmn that now pro- 
posed By placing a large ■proportion of the +oVoOmctl that art* 
to be rnited ns the army of rewerro in Orem nVfcin «l>b rrgl 
meats of the Tine by permitting Mich of ihun n tWjA, proper ta 
enter Into tho regulars for protral letuee pmlnM H l'ebitaioly 
ha* done much fr> jDcrra*e iht* regular *noj- Aprcc)o^t 
them from the necessity of adipting the rough' hod\ l4nrdom<% 
penment which the honourable gemk-man recomnVetKb Un 
doubtcdly mnch will depend on the fullest we Wog t *,*dt of the 
power which has born green to tall up regiments of thtV Une by 
■means of the artuj of reserve « 

I crrtaitdy feel as l ought to do great dictru t rf tny «ww 
ppmion upon mlEiary subject and 1 alwajs state there tjfdaioc* 
with gmU deference but I bcUcve that it i uotrvTsaUy *dmi trd 
by nil t ffiern that neV' recruit* penfed into an t M cucp* which 
has a numlt r nf expcix-urcd iflkrrs wiU n orb soc*a r ifipi re a 
Inow ledge of dt cl}4 m and breotm gr* d stldWs tfau they »IU 
if they are t ft in a corps by thrm*H\c %h*t srr pa id* ma) te 
t Ven in tl eir It Inictifcn Tahm, that e« ai list lt>Vd posrt I 
t a therefore smptud a to! deappolttcd when I h aid my tre* t 
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lionouiable friend the secretaiy at war, instead of pioposmg to dif- 
fuse the 40,000 men of the army of resen c o\ei the thirty-iunc 
or forty battalions that are in England, in which case they would 
ha\e all the advantages of all the ofliceisot those old eoips — in- 
stead of tins he talks of dividing them among thntcui battalions, 
by which means all the advantage which the} would dcnvc fiom 
the instruction of a gieat nunibei of old and expeiicnced officers 
would be very much diminished. II now it may be said that tire 
commissions in the army ot n sene -will in a gnat degree be filled 
tip from the lmlf-pay list, which ceitunly contains a gieat num- 
ber of officeis pcifcctly well qualified to insliuct and discipline any 
men placed undci tliur command But m the tint place, it must 
be recollected, that the halt-pay list would not furnish any 
non-commissioned officers, who are certainly the most essential in 
training raw recruits there is, however, another ronsieleiation 
winch strikes my mind, and which I bedicvc Inis not yet been sug- 
■gested to the house. Our situation in point of secunty will cei- 
tamly be unproved by the adoption of the measure which is now 
before us ; but it must be recollected, that while it improves, it 
alters our situation if we had voted only the aimy of reseive, un- 
doubtedly it might be filled with able and experienced officers 
from the half-pa} list, but we must lecollect, that in addition to 
die army of reserve, we have voted an army ol between three and 
foui hundred thousand men. That we shall have no difficulty in 
profcurmg the men who are to compose this force, I am perfectly 
satisfied, because the spirit of the countiy is now raised in the ca- 
pital, and will fiom thence rapidly pervade all the cxtiemitics of 
the empire That spirit was fiist kindled in the north, from thence 
it has extended to die metropolis, and is now catching fiom town 
to town, from village to village, and very shortly die whole king- 
dom will, I am convinced, manifest one scene of activity, of ani- 
mation, and Of energy, displaying in its native lustre the chaiac- 
tei of Englishmen. That the men, therefore, will be procured 
with the greatest facility, I have not the smallest doubt , but we 
shall then want the means of preparing and drilling them, with si! 
the accuracy that the shortness ofihe U mb will admit Does.: 
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not then occur to the hou»o that we shall have Infinitely more u*o 
for the service* of ofliecn not attached to rcgiraonb ) Doe* it not 
occur to gentlemen, that m addition to the nohl Tnen, the gentiy 
end the yeomanry of the country many of whom mil two w of. 
fleer*. It would be advisable to every three or four officer* of thk 
description to add one or t»o fnm tbehalkpay lot ? Would not 
the adoption of this plan greatly accclcrnto the training and per- 
f'Ctin-oTthn new force? It therefore doc* appear meat clearly to 
me that by allowing a greater number of battalion* of the line to 
receive the army of reserve you would have a greeter number of 
officer* on the half pay to discipline the Irregular force 

I ought Sir to apologue for taking op vo much of the time of 
the home upon this subject but I conceive it to bo tha duty of 
cur) member to Mate to the bou*c ever) idea which occur* to him 
b) which he think* the general means of the Jer we of the court 
try can bo Improved I therefore certainly do applaud the bo- 
nou ruble officer for having given u-> thl* night tho gcucml outlines 
of erhat he concave* to be tho be»t plan that cun atthi prvwut 
cmj> Ik* adopted for national d fence The ppwvons of an officer 
of »o much esperH nee arc cvrtainly entitled to great wci„ht There 
w»* not I confej Sir any opinion* defivered by the honourable 
offievr which l heard with more pleasure thanthoic which related 
to th pr\ pnety and practicability of having recourse toj: fJ fom- 
flcaticn on the prevent ocean on of uUn o the necesrary men ore* 
to secure our naval armmk, not from captare, for that I appre- 
hend ha* already been done but to secure them from a t<irabafd 
men I even from the greatest per m We distance l pen these pwnt* 
we have a* I before rtitcd, the opuuom of roanv able and capo, 
nenevd officer* and 1 trust that we should pot for a moment b* 
to far infiarncvd h\ any teeling* of fohe pnJe a* to neglect or ih 
rp e acr ruunsef thu *ort that would *o obviously add to vur*. 
cuniy j rumb las can l itrppo-v* that these mean* ma\ be rejrctrrl 
from any nir' then ul as of count my or rather of penury for 
|wfl**rv it w nU be iruWvd to run tin hamtd of a great wa»to tf 
U l fi r tht- purp*. ve of wring a f*w pound and vhtll rg» I 
thet forr cer J-ptlv b -pc tfcl no foil c^v of th.* LioJ will W t 
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fore to prevent a gnat national object of this sort from being 
pniMii'il iwl ndopud. 

Tina urns anothu point advanced b} the honourable officer, in 
which I am not sine th.it he was not miMtmler-tnod In ni) right ho- 
now able friend*, I mean lint part «t the ImnouiabU gentleman's 
speech n which ue i railed upon the propriety of erecting fortili- 
eatio.is upon some pirt- of our co ists 1 know ni) well, Sir, the 
common tux) general pretmlitc which prn uN upon this subject; 

I know very well th it when n.ch a proportion is made, the answer 
will he, AYhat, fortify the whole coa^t of ] ngluml ’ will you build 
i wall round the i holt jsl i ml } No Sir. that w is not the propo- 
sition made In the Inmounibte oiTkir, no man in his p air's could 
make such a proposition, lie spoke onK ot the propnrty of for- 
tiffing particul ir places which are pttulmrly nccc'-sihle, or the 
mouths of great rners, such as the llumUr if I am right in my 
construction of what fell from the honourable ofheer, thin I pu- 
fectly concur with him I see the pioprit.13, and cun tin necc'sity, 
of parti d fortific Hums of this kind, and 1 believe lie will ngrte 
with mi ni tin suggestion I thnw out of the 1 propriety of creeling 
some additional wmks for the «ccumy of Nt v\ castle When the 
honour tblc offievr talks of making c< rtmn points secuie, he dots 
not mean that the} are to he* pi iced 111 such nil absolute slate of 
RcunlT .as to th f} all kinds ol attack, nor does he mean that there 
ought to he t rccted on the coasts oni rtgulnr connected series of 
fortifications, he me ms, as I imagine, a judicious-selection of given 
situations, the host calculated to prevent the* landing of the enemy, 
or to pi event them trom penetrating into the count)} after they 
had 1 inded Jt is anabsuidity to suppose that fifty miLs of coast 
requite fid} miles of fortification. But if in that e\knt of const 
there are but few points on winch thccnem} could lind with sccu- 
ntv, those points ought to be fortified, while those points which wcio 
difliculloi access, and in somedegree fortifie'd b} nature, nughtbe left 
untouched 'i he consequence of this would be, either that the land- 
ing of the cnem} would be obstructed, or else he would be com- 
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pelfed to land at an inconrenieot and dliadsontagcma place This 
certainly would be obtaining n great deal and though I pretend 
to verj little knowledge upon the subject, 1 btberc that in many 
instance* it would not be neccasary to erect great fortifications It 
would be suffioent to proGt by tb« natural advantages of the situa 
tiem There aro in many parts of England valleys with largr 
mulcts flowing through them these 1 apprehend might U. in tin 
dated so as to separate two corps of an enemy s army or to present 
communication between them I really l>rg pardon Sir for 
talking upon a subject upon which I know so little but I think 
that fra very small e\pemc a great extent of the coast might be 
put into such a situation of defence os 1 bate described j ant 
then. Instead of being obliged to look to such an immense extent 
ofenest your attention would be narrowed and jour force eim* 
centra ted If yon are obliged at once to look to tbo whole extent 

of your coast the conscience must either be that tour army 
must lie collected in some ccntrul position equally distant from 
all parts of the const ond in that ease some time must clapm 
aft r our enemy Und before yon con bring your army to 
meet him or die you must fritter awaj ynnr urmy In small di 
sralons along the whole Iuk of coast Rot bj the ad pth n of the 
plan of the hunoural 1e officer at lea t ns 1 understand it j u 
would bu nblr in the fmt Instance to oppi>se the landin of tlie 
enemy on 1 if he should effect a landm„ hi nWe to me> t 1 m» 
iromednt 1) lln srstem f fortifleatlnn K one that is m l lul 
to that foolul thou h r rnmon obj-ction that it would be l odd 
ing a wall round tl e island It wonld dimmish much of ihedsn 
wuh sslucK we are lho.atcws.1 Cur whd on. \\w owe \ and tie 
perqile of l-nglarul are d irou not 1 U luvml In a rxrvssaty 
con c~t we on the other 1 and ou Si to shew escrj lr*iie not tj 
rmk nnunn ar\ u rl tl ut courag** whirl we applaud aM B 1 
rmr\ Imt wlJch or s' nuld mona an 1 ij nrr Ly esrf) prreayti n 
that boro nf r i ht ran inspire 

Th^ tl lr«l olhet to wbtil lie h *n urwl le t ftor allude J was 
tl t of tr*d vm,, fortiLc nun n the 1 res iftrt mil bfm 
Tti ie t» upon a prinfi, le so j Im, tltt tl eu^h it j ^cinii S 
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tary knowledge to ''(ate it distinctly, yet it only requues the plain- 
est common sense to see the adialitagc that must result from it, 
it is as clear ns any demonstration in niathenntics 

If then this plan does promise such advantages, I am sur6l shall 
not hem any objections started on the giound of expense I would 
not enlarge any more upon tins subject, if it weie not foi some- 
thing that fell fiom my light honourable friend, upon the fourth 
point suggested by the honourable officei I know very ucdl that 
the manly feelings, and, if I may say so, the obstinate courage, of 
my right honourable fuend, will not let him believe that the 
Ticnch would offer us such an insult as to come over here to fight 
us for our capilil I am sure 1 'shall not be suspected of depre- 
ciating or of not placing due confidence m the army, in the navy, 
oi in the courage of the people of England , on the contrary’-, I am 
firmly convinced that the enemy will find us to be invincible But 
it must be admitted, that in war there arc accidents depending 
sometimes upon a day or an hoilr, in which, with the bravest and 
most numeious army, the enemy, by hazarding an operation for 
which in any other service a general would be broke or shot, but 
which a Trench general would attc mpt, because he knows be would 
he broke or shot if lie did not, might obtain an advantage, the con- 
st. queuccs of which .might be mostsenous lfsome such measure as 
that recommended by the honourable officer was not adopted. 
We unfortunately’ know that attempts of this kind may be made, 
howevei rash or desperate, for those who wall make them know 
that they will not appear so to Buonaparte The proud despot of 
Fiance will, however, have reason to tremble on his usuiped 
thione, when the people of Prance find that they Lara sacrificed 
hundreds of thousands of men to gratify’ 1ns ambition and his re- 
ienge With respect to that despot himself, he would, I am 
sure, feel as little hesitation in sacnficing 100,000 French- 
men, as he would millions of Englishmen if he had them within 
his gtasp 

In aiianging therefore the plan of national defence, we ought 
not to estimate upon probabilities merely It is not enough for us 
to say that it lie is eccentnc and nmd, he will pay the price of his 
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madrK* anil folly we must tote care that tre do not pay for it 
i\rrt , we must not now disdain to adopt precautions which were 
formerly thought unnecessary I cannot tlKTefurc agree with the 
short and dccisr re opinion of ray right honourable fnend, who 
when the honourable officer recommended it to government to ior 
tlfy London replied ** f saj do pot fortify it." J must enter my 
protest against such language, lie says, ho would not affront the 
people of Lngland by supposing, that, while they hare P 0,000 sen 
men on beard their fleet, and hare such an army os a now on foot 
it could br necessary to fortify the capital Why, Sir in the 
hot place as to the nary we most remember that although mp 
bum 80 000 *cnmcn a great part of them are detached on »cr 
nee to difUrcnt quarters of the world and consequently could 
not in an) degree prevent an inva. ion at home. I am certainly 
not den)ing that the enemy would find great difficulty and danger 
In transporting his army to this country but it w by running 
desperate rubs that ho can nlooe hope for mem. \\c may hasp 
a proud nary of ships of the line and frigates — I will not now stop 
to inquire whether that navy might not hate been In rend mm 
roofirr — but I can concnrc n case In which ships of that bind 
would not be sufficient to meet aq Innumerable flotilla of boats 
i suing from all the ports, harbours, and creeks on tbc oppose 
coast of Trance and cm mug the cbauncl fur several mile* in 
length. Whither in order to pw-ct a fuicc of this kind (twoull 
not be w itc to multiply the smaller sort of our nasal force and t 
mount them with guns of heavy rnetol and with earronodes l do 
ret knrm , 1 hope something of ibis Und Las been done already 
It is admitted indeed, that our navy, great and powerful as ft h 
cannot bt railed on with absolute certainty to present an invasion j 
1 cause it it could there would be no occasion fur all the pro. 
caution sal ich we arc adoptu * 

Hut it is ui I we ou hi cot to fortify London b<eau*e our an 
te*t rs ill 1 not furtifs it. \\h) Sir that is no amjftwnf unless 
you can shew me that our ancotnr* were in tW s- me ittmti-ns 
that write la h lack to the day* when tl ptiiui ihewrolvt 
at>t th~ fxittilcd- of iduabeth, iterated the proud afl / iitUUil** 
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Armada, fitted out by Spam to conquer us— and I trust that the 
invincible battalion from France will meet with the same fate, — 
we must admit that not only the situation of this country, but of 
all Europe^ is changed , and it is absurd to say, that when the 
cucumstances arc changed, the means of defence should be pre- 
cisely the same Wc iniglit as well be fold that, because our an- 
cestors fought with arrows and with lances, we ought to use them 
now, and that we ought to consider shields and coislets as affording 
a secure defence against musketry and kitillery. It is however a 
very gieat historical mistake to say that our ancestors in England, 
and paiticularly in Ireland, lmd not fortifications much more nu- 
merous than any it is now proposed to cicct. If then the fortifi- 
cation of the capital can add to the reasonable security of the 
country, I think it ought to be done. But here again I do not 
understand the honourable officer to mean that London should b<? 
encompassed with a regular fortification, but only that proper use 
should be made of the natural advantages of defence, which it 
possesses in a greater dcgiee than any r capital m Euiope. The 
only' difference of opinion that enn exist upon this subject, must 
proceed from gentlemen imagining that we are recommending 
the election of great regular fortifications ; there is a gieat differ- 
ence between legular fortifications and field works, such as now 
recommended, we do not want regular fortresses capable of 
standing a reguldi siege, like Lisle or Tournay But if by the 
erection of works such as I am recommending, you cifn delay the 
progress of the enemy for three days, it may' make the difference 
between the safety and the destruction of the capital It will not, 
I admit, make a diffeience between the conquest and the inde- 
pendence of the country, foi that will not depend upon one nor 
upon ten battles, but it may make the diffeience betw-een the 
loss of thousands of lues, with misery, hacoc, ana desolation, 
spread o\er the country' on the one hand — or on the other of frus- 
trating the efforts, of confounding the exertions, and of chastising 
the insolence, of the enemy' 

If then I am light m my geneial view of this subject, the ex- 
pense and the time of constructing these w'oiks are so diminished, 
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clurarKr, jt is foi our ver} mine ns Fiighxhinnn, it is foi every 
tiling dt nr nml \nhi ibl< to nnn on this side of tlic grave Parba- 
iiic’iit li is now provided ample menus for our defence , it remains 
for thecxccutiu* goverument to employ them to the host advantage. 
'1 he regular .iron must be uigmentcd to that point to w Inch the 
means .ire now given to ruei it, the nulilm must be kept high 
in number-, end unbiokcn in spirit, the auxiliary foicc must 
be as prompt!} raised and disciplined ns the nature ol things 
will admit, nothing must be omitted that military skill can. 
suggest to rendu the contest certain as to its success, and short m 
iis duration If government shew the same determination to np- 
plv' .all those nuan* that pailmmuit lias shewn in providing them; 
if the people follow up the example which the legislature lias set 
them, vve are s.ife Then I may say, without being too sanguine, 
that the result of this grint contest will ensure the permanent se- 
curitv, the eternal glor} of this country , that it will terminate m 
the confusion, the disma}, and the shame, of our vaunting 
encin) ; that it will afford the means of animating the spirit?, of 
rousing the courage', of breaking the letharg), of the surrounding 
nations of Europe , and I trust, that, if a fugitive French aimy 
should reach its own shores after being driven from our coasts, 
it will find the people of Europe lcviving inspirits, and anxious to 
retail ite upon France all the wrongs, nil the oppressions, they 
have suffered from her, and th it vve shall at length sec that wicked 
labric destined which was raised upon the prostitution of liberty, 
mid which has caused more miseries, more horrors to France and 
to the surrounding nations, than are to be paralleled in any part 
of the annals of mankind 


The question parted nrnirtr ccntradietnU 
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Tat Htmi* hanrg rtacjrtd fcattflnto > C«mnftt« of Supply Mr lf#V 
bocx m the chair the t cjeuij »1 "Vi rr (Mr Eragjt) laid before item the 
oimutci of the tray aod toortd cm am mobrtwB* a conformity tKrrttv 
After Mr Wlodhnn had »pckrn 
Mi. Pitt ro*ci 

It h not my intention at promt Sir to follow the example of 
my right honourable friend* in taking that di. tailed tmd comprr 
liCTMirc new of the tubject befuTr the committee neither ti it roy 
Intention to go into an} rctroapectire ductmion of the meaiam of 
gOTtmmmt, nor to inquire whether the extraordinary mcam with 
nhlch they were cntmitcd before the last prorogation of path* 
meet hare been exercMed with sufCnent rigour and ahilitj Con- 
tidering the danger with which the country tu ihrtntcned 11 not 
yet part, com meed that the cruii itill impeodj, and that »ull we 
hate farther effort! to exert and further precaution! to adopt in 
order to enable t a to meet it I fttn auxlotu to direct your atten 
tion only to lucb point* as arc peculiarly urgent and on which 
dtlay would be Suconrenfont if not daagermjii and to 
prcwpcctieely the comMeration of thov object! which are imme- 
diately connected with the public ircunty I am itill 1 m hv 
timed at present to examine all the qurjtmDi that miglit ho in 
eluded in the tnolutiem pmented to the committer iqwnic n a 
wide Grid of diicumon of the conduct of gnienunfot ami the *tat« 
of our defence I wldi to confine royvrif particularly to wi at n 
more directly before m — the nature the nm mnt an I the pro* 
pnwd manage m ent of the military force of the cm dry I *m 

the mom anxjoc* to do Ihii, t\ 1 hair the runforiuc 10 <htT r 
fundun entail) from ny v ht hoitourahle fn tJ with n Jrd r 
what ihould te the nature of t) at force to w Li h v M 1 1 >i 
at a permanent tourer t f uf t\ tl rou h mi ll-e »1kJ< t,i jf e 
tot, boanerlong may Le !ti dor toa. \o 1 -a lb t i_ t* 
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highly than I do of the importance of a regulai military foicc, 01 
of the regular force of this country. No man is moie convinced 
that the excellence of regular military forces is unattainable in the 
same degree by any species of force which can be employed , but, 
in the last session of parliament, I piofessed an opinion winch I 
still maintain, that there are othci kinds of foicc to which, as 
subsidiary to the legulai force, and as composing a safe and 
efficient system of national defence, it is wise and proper to re- 
sort. Parliament itself, by sanctioning and regulating the -vo- 
lunteer system, adopted this principle , and if in the execution of 
that system, government have adhered to the policy which par- 
liament approved, and to the provisions it enacted, they must 
stand acquitted of all blame On that subject, however, other 
parts of their conduct may be liable to censure 

I was formerly, and still am of opinion, that to a regular army 
alone, however superior, however excellent, to the regular army 
even aided by the militia, we ought not solely to trust, but that 
m a moment so eventful, m a crisis so full of danger, in a con- 
test so singular in its character, and which perhaps may be 
tedious in its duration, we ought to superadd to the regular army 
some permanent system of national defence, either to a certain 
degree compulsory, or formed upon the voluntary zeal and 
patriotism of the country itself This ought to be resorted to ns 
the grand source of domestic security The army must be the 
rallying point* the nnny must furnish example, must afford in- 
struction, must give us the principles, on which that national 
system of defence must be formed, and by which the volunteer 
forces of this country, though m a military view infeuor to a re- 
gular army, would, fighting on their own soil, foi everything 
dear to individuals, and important to a state, be invincible 
Looking at the natuie and piobable turns of the contest in which 
we. are engaged, I wish to see that system of defence employed, 
not merely for domestic security, but so matured and regulated, 
as not only to carry the volunteci corps to as high a degree of per- , 
fection as such bodies can be earned, but also to enable us to use 
the regular arm^ in its full extent, in any naj which circ"~ 
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sinners mi b ht point out ns eligible cither for annoying the etxny 
where tho arc available by oar separate efforts, or on a larger 
sea If should a prospect open fur contribatog to tbo <k Intranet 
of Europe tr m the oppression trader which it groom, and (or 
the rednetim of that ambitious perwrr by which the peace of lbs 
world n disturbed 

Contemplating all these great and Important objects I cannot 
but rrjoice that the rolantcer system ho. been formri 1 hare no 
came of complaint cgairut pnernromt f r the nirni to which it 
has been earned amber do I complain that it has fallen short of 
what we coal l wish or expect I wish onl} that m the promioas 
which were enacted with regard to its extert the numben had 
been allotted with some nlation to the local petition and peculiar 
dnngrrof the different parts of the ct untry 1 oqIt wish that when it 
was fix d gecendl) that tie xcltmirrr fc rce m p bt be six times the 
number cf the nulitu. a pern cf projvruon had Leva assigned, or a 
facility bad been rvscrrrd of merraun,, it fn the maritime counties 
or m tbov* moat xalnrnll anl m*. t exposed to the 6nt attach* 
of the enmy I ora sorry ih_o. a different dMnboUon was not 
rdopted with ttf rtocc to the praM cij'ct of misting and repcILng 
the attempt e f inrai on in the firs meratet it should be made I 
an run finned be tb-* t j irjvSts cf ranch fc» tirrjuJgrc than 1 can pre- 
tend id L- cf sLth a natter iha a netb imaller force wonM be 
sufimmt to Lanus tr J f-a the eoetns on their first laadin 
thin a much lirg*r t rre rfirlhej LiJ landed mod fieumcd 
from tb*- rff c»* if l* irsrs rc U^ib tbenftre with re-rcrd ta 
the eci r-»mr f m. - > tui with rgird to a much reerr imj 
tant rfim i ij t it 1 1 li r* it e n’d base lem d-iirah f ll »t the 
romber tfi rr o r> il Ml el xn iccmrcd and nem* d 
in prc it aoa t t 1 ' ;e mit io the cw r bj*I to ti< rc p^ » 
w icL »e- nn s i oti c v. ^oeh a d tnlxit/ *» * In tb- 
1 f wf r * I lr r c ecTu 1 fd r^gfj r Jfe d* 

•.rail o arcc^-t f lb~ «.l et Ahbraj h tl f ne ti m** 

> »t * i U » c * wlm |ui it» ier n t * 

«] I t I* *~s r - 1 j i i» Mix js IbIi (' fU'<f 
a y j- ft i •tea 1 at i ii its ^ tl~» fur n a- 1 
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if the \ olunteers from the more distant parts should at last armeto 
take then share in the \ictory,yct the greater the foicc that could 
he immediately brought to act, the sooner would the enemy be sub- 
dued, and the less should uc hate to i egret the loss and the dis. 
grace of our enemy fixing himself m the heart of our territory. 
But, on the other hand, wishing that no effort should be unem- 
ployed, that no means of safety should be neglected, 1 am de- 
sirous that while we make prousion foi meeting the enemy the 
moment he touches the British soil, prepared to iepcl him from 
our shores, to charge hnn as soon as he ascends the beach, we 
likewise ought to be toady in case of necessity, to meet him with 
fiesh armies, to o\ei power him with fresh aunics, and e\on, if it 
should be requisite, to bring army aftei army against him till lie 
was finally discomfited. I, therefore, do not condemn the 
volunteer system in the interim, m the utmost extent to which it 
has been earned all I mean to say is, that it was calculated to 
be of -great utility, and might hate aomitted a greater extension in 
those districts on winch must fall the fiist struggle foi the inde- 
pendence of the countiy 

Hating said so much on the volunteer system m general, I 
come now to consider by what means it may be rendered not 
merely a nominal foice, not a pompous display to alaim the 
enemy with the multitude we can diaw out against them, not 
merely a number of men upon paper, but an efficient and per- 
manent force, always improving, always appioaclnng neaier to 
the perfection of a regular military establishment As far as I 
can perceive from the estimates submitted to the bouse, and from 
the opening of the honourable gentleman, no piotision is made 
for introducing any impiovuncnt into the volunteei system, or 
for securing greater benefits from it than we now obtain, oi 
even for maintaining and securing those uc uluady enjoy Yet, 
with as much enthusiastic ardour for the volunteer institution, 
with as much admiration of the spirit and patuotism from w'hich it 
sprung, as any 7 man can boast, I must say that fiom all that I have 
seen, and all that I have heard from those most capable of ob- 
serving and of judging, it does not appeal to me that we should be 
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doing j os lice to oursdrts that we should wisely trad c&ctuallr 
trail ourselves of tho means of safety withra our reach if we 
heiltated or delayed to render the rglantecf system, what It n 
Wmcrplible of bang made, a system of solid permanent defence, 
n soorec of great and extensive national energy Upon tha part 
of jhe subject I am afraid I must totally disagree with my nght 
honourable friend So far am I from thinking that there Las been 
ant fault In endeavouring to introduce too much system into the 
volunteer institution and to bring it near to the discipline and 
qualifications of a regular ortny, that I think too little has been 
done to promote v.hat I consider a most desirable object t I can 
not agree with him that the men who compose the volunteer 
corps would be most usefalfy employed os a mass. If tt at were 
tbeenw nil that would he necessary would be enrolment arms 
and previous appointment of leaders Even these combined with 
the spirit and teal of the brase people of this country, might b- 
ultimately sufficient to ensure us victory bat tliey would conquer 
amidst greater disadvantages end at a greater expense It was 
the object of the legislature in the measures adopted last sesuoa 
for the pubfic defence to a sr»l nnd to regulate the spirit and ml 
<>f the cooulrv and by the help and system of dnaphnr and in 
iirvctim to enable a smaller number to do that which a ma H 
larger nutaU r would hardly « fit-cl without them ; lo cnal 1c lLttn 
fi nails to prevail oxer the assault t f a foreign mredcr with levs 
expen lustre of their own lire* and with k * peril to the cocrtrv 
I rora what 1 bare < Irervcd and from wbat I hare hranl rf 
the note of lie frcipboe of thr loluntetn I Mm m^tr aed roorr 
romroerd that in order to brin^ th'-m to atis eofr*Jen‘ le 
tf 1 'Ciphne they m Wt Le aiw ibU 1 In S d rs anil that If thr* 
continue vn companies thrv will male l Ut little conpsrat r pr - 
ft st« It weni df-wnL)< thrref *te that wlem r it ran le 
do e tl ty »1 x uid l-** fTxaf J o to lattalo**. " hen that ran •* 
l< J they c u 1 1 to U f mrd &i«i trov'lt U-etl tr jat > a t i 
tr nm ontwct-J U4*+t a c rcu , “i Uro-s "Up- rut *o ns 
U U se t>e ef imp^ctKio aul d w 1 cr Its it* I j rte 

Ctttsrwly dnn’lr, tlcjTtv.fr that*' r\ l jt ■» ~i ft * n 
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should, in addition to its own officers, have the assistance of two 
officers of the service, one a field officer and one an adjutant, to 
assist in the instruction and discipline of the corps These officers 
should be considered .ls belonging to the arm}, and should in 
every respect enjoy then rank, pa} , and other advantage-, as it 
they were actuall} serving in the arm} The expense of this ar- 
rangement would be considerable, but from vvlint I know of the 
great superiority which .1 battalion, with the benefit of such offi- 
cers, has over one trained undei then own officers without such 
assistance, though with the utmost 7cal and diligence, I am 
satisfied that the expense would be abundantly compensated b} 
the perfection which the corps would attain I do not know 
what the expense of allowing two officers of the dcscnption I have 
mentioned would be at picsent I see no provision made for such 
<in object NciLlier do I know what piopoition there is between 
flic volunteei corps formed prior to the 3d of August, and subse- 
quent to that period, nor Iiovv man} adjutants arc allowed agree- 
ably to the regulations now existing upon the subject I should 
imagine, however, upon a conjectural view of the matter, that 
the whole expense of a field officei and adjutant lor ever} batta- 
lion would not exceed 160,000/ or ISO, 000/ a year Now this 
expense surel} is trifling 111 comparison with rendering a bod} of 
3 50,000 men an efficient and imploring force. If the cxpcndituic 
of such a sum wpre to contubute so materially to the efficiency 
of the volunteer foicc, no gentleman could hesitate to purchase, 
at so cheap a rate, this permanent and solid source of public 
securit} 

I confess, however, that though I consider this arrangement as 
of the first importance to the discipline and perfection of the vo- 
lunteer corps, some farther regulations will be necessary, m order 
to obtain the full benefit we desire Even all the service which 
cxpcnenced officers could render, would be inadequate, if the 
lmmbei of da}s which the volunteers are by law required to drill, 
tverc to continue so limited as it is at present I understand that 
the number of volunteers existing previous to the 3d of August, 
is 40,000. Y here pay ia allowed to those accepted and cm- 
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Uj complete our means of defence to tLat m tie Spring we may 
command every tpccici of security which the mourns of the 
County arc calculated to afford If it be tbo opinion of the 
lunar that oflkrrt ibould be aligned to tho different roluntocr 
battalions the tooocr it is done the better that they may have 
time to form acquaintance with the officers with whom they 
would havo to net, and tbo men they would have to command 
before the tcrmxi for military operation return*. I ihould wish, 
therefore that crcn Urn night — nt least before tbe ttccu, the house 
thould poo a vote for carrying tbU object into rtfret I >m the 
more urgent for this, because it appear* to bo the only object 
connected with the estimates, that calls for our immediate atteo 
Iron. Other points may be re s e r ve d for future discuss cm j hut if 
parliament separate* without making pronsion for tbo expetnea 
which tho object* I havo pmntrd oat will require there will he 
no opportunity of making up for the time which must thus be kat 
in carrying the plan into execution. 

Hut rvrn in addition to this improvement on the volunteer 
system it will he necetsary in order to girt it doc effect that it 
ihould be accompanied with some new regulation* of detail tbo 
purpose of which will be to keep up tbe number of the volunteer* 
to thHr full amount to ensure punctuality of attendance to 
promote Headmen, attention, and toldicxly habits and though 
without putting the corps under roarttil law protide for that 
obedience and discipline requisite to form the military character 
Looking forward as I am afnud we must to tbe long duration of 
the pnvnt contest it is of the utmost importance to prepare a 
sysutn ofdcfoiscr which will be commensurate to tbe necessity of 
our si mat ion nnd nd -quale to miry purpose both of dtfxmio 
and iff rtwu war We have already srtn what exertions nfcat 
4cnl na tl* people i f this country are ready to make under tbo 
guidance ofj -irlumait under tb«* impulse of and f * its honour 
ami in Wqprodmcr un for « ktw of the danger wilh *1 ich tfo-yaiu 
Ibrrabmd Tin real and this spirit pmmptin such gnurenn 
ami unanimous rif >rre mas pilap* mJoer tl e n >-ny to at jfwfou 
ih pnj< t which be lu* pxaurrpiovc !y Cuboasrd and m4-l> 
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proclaimed Perhaps alter Mewing us on every side, after rc- 
lonnoilrnig our position, lie may be forced Milually to admit 
tint we are Unas*. Ml'ihloi Perlnps, he maj appvrently abandon 
his dc-tgns but we must not sutler ourselves to bo lulled into a 
fatal security Ye must not rela\ our c Hurts, or lnUrnut our 
prejnntiotisj while any metis me ot wisi precaution remiuns to be 
‘adopted \\ e must t iko uite that the enemy shall not do, by 
suiprise, wh it Ik finds he cannot do when lie 1ms given us warn* 
'iig In Iced \e arc not to e'poct, that aftci the foice of the 
tommy his betn lit down, the canny will -'lways be so confi- 
dmt and *0 indNunt as to gne us ten months picvimis notice of 
llieattick which he meditates Ii, upon the apparent abandon* 
incut of the project of invasion, the people oi this toiintry were to 
indulge themselves in congntul ition on then c*>cup(, fhcicissome 
-danger th it the spirit which has proved our safety would subside, 
nnd there efloits he refined '1 he volunteer system might thus 
mint Mol away. It is necessary, thcicforc, to give it that con- 
sistency and vigour which will loop it alive when the picture 
which first produced it has subsided r I bus, even were the enemy 
sudden to K'Umo iusdes’gn, wc should be found pirpued to meet 
and to defeat tin enterpnso. 

It is the duty ot the house, tlulefore, to devise means for at- 
taining (his end The house , thinking for the people and pro*, 
vuling foi theirwtlfme, will adopt suitable measures, to give pel* 
manent «vsfem to this plan of defence, instead of li listing that the 
spirit of the people will supersede the duties of the government. 
Let us be on our guard that no temporary oi nppaicnt lbwndon- 
inentof the meditated attack shall induce us to disirm It would 
be advisable, that whenever the volunteers become too few in 
any district, the compulsory act of last session for calling out and 
disciplining the people, should he put m force Oic must be 
taken likcvise that the voluntceis shall fulfil the indention of the 
legislature in their efficiency as well as number Regulation^ 
must be established by summary' fines to secure attendance, and 
provisions made for cnfoicing discipline and inducing nnlifaiyp 
habits rxemptions should not be allowed but where, tluse ton- 
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dhions arc complied with and do person shoold be allowed to 
withdraw from a corps without permission of the eotnnandrr 
or without finding n subatitate of proper military age These 
point* I merrl) brat at, u Urey are matter* of detail that may bo 
afterwords discussed, and are leas pressing than those to which 1 
bare porticohriy called the immediate attention of the committee. 
If I am right, however in ay general Wnu respecting the alltiw 
•once of officer* to volunteer corps, the execution of this measure 
•admit* of do delay I am wrongly inclined, then fore, to move a 
resolution for granting 500,000£ for thi* object. 

Before I tit down I vmh to toy a few word* respecting the 
exemptions to which volnntmt arc entitled It appear* that what 
w undentood to be the law on this subject n not whit tbo Irgnlatnra 
intended As the law stands, however no exemption w nHowcd 
unless the prison churning it prodnen A certificate that he has at 
tended twenty four drills previous to the Ulit of September Tut 
•here am many who bavo nttcrulcd twice that nuroher of drifts 
without baun^ inch a certificate ami their fore would le subject 
to the ballot. If any doubt remains as to the exemptions it u 
but right that the legislature ihonld pass on act clearing it up, 
that thov; who were influenced by the pnwpcct of exemption* 
which they concern'd were held out to them may ndt have cairn 
to complaio that they were deceived by the ambiguity of the act* 
of parliament There u another point the law *ay*> that to 
entitle to ex eruption, the volunteers cl a lining it must have been 
exercised with arms yrt in sort*, places it was impossible to pro- 
cure arms, nor nm 1 surprised at it ct undoing the great and 
taddrn dectarvf foe fa pp/yfog fie arm} of t\*mr etui the f eral 
number of volant \n throughout the country ^<t in such 
cases, it surely would be unreasonable to n fuse the rxrmption 
when the claimants baJ octuallj Ira rot many s T) Important and 
peihaps some erf the most trdioot part* tf discipline without arms. 

It snrtl) w mid be hard tL w that projd in this ♦iluaU-m should 
U- liable to the balW dtirrox the Chmtma h bJays whmljthe 
spirit of the net* of parliament t!*-v nu It pnliii*, in pn f rxinv 
t«olh<r\ tu be eurmft d 
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These feu obscnntions I have thought )t my duty to submit to 
the committee, feeling a most humous wish to avoid ovciy topic 
that could interfere with the consideration of what is necessary to 
the public detence, and at the same time desirous to direct your 
attention to those points most essential to it. The subpetof the 
se i-f< ncibles 1ms been alluded to, mid I think has been misunder- 
stood bj ni) right honourable fucnd. Upon this head I may be 
allowed to speak with some confidence, as, from local situation, 

I have had an opportunity of examining it with care If the sea- 
fencibles were composed of nun liable to sene in the na\y, the 
objections to it would he well founded , but this is not (be case. 
1 lie} are composul of st a-f iring men, it is title, but chiefly pilots 
and others obliged, not mculy by their own pursuits, but by 
their importance to the commercial interests ol thur countiy, to 
remain at the places of thur residence. These men arc intended 
to man the boats which have been prepared for the deflate of tLc 
coast, and armed only with pikes in situations where they could 
not act with any other weapons Indeed, I wish that thenmm- 
rdty had displa}ed more diligence in prepaung those •vessels 
which the sca-flnciblis were intended to man. This species ot 
force will, lam confident, be found of the utmost utility in case 
of any attempt to invade our shore's, and will evince the same 
superiority over the flotillas of Trance, which the other branches 
of our navy have evinced over the maritime force of the enemy , 
-and when brought to trial, will neither disappoint the hopes, nor 
lower the character of the country. 

The different resolutions moved by the Secretary at War, were severally 
agreed to 
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Oca motion for the second reading of the Volunteer regulation bill, 

Mr Pitt addressed the House as follows 

Sir — From the opinion of the right honourable secretarv of state, 

t 2 
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tHat this di*cuwion ihould be conGoed within mrro v Drart and 
*hnuld apply lolely to the coraid *rabon of the men are inunedf- 
atel} before the house 1 ilccidcdly diCT and with the *cutimenti 
of ro) n e ht honourable fnend on the lower bench that we *ro 
Dorr called upon to tale into view every thin* connected with the 
national defence 1 entirely concur Although the rolantrer *y* 
km naturally forms the first lobjcct for our deliberation, ns It )« 
the principal feature in the picture and that upon which we must 
under nil the circumstance* ground our reliance for ultimate v> 
cunty, yet the anu) the militia end all the other branebo ofqar 
public fare* pms upon oar attention nnd rrquire to bo ciAmincd 
upon the present occasion. 

W bethcr tho volunteer system be radically wren 0 or Inadequate 
to it* object n not the qocttion proper for the 1 orao raw to con 
slderi hut how for any dcfoct*, which rvpenrncc ha* tvndrfid 
mamfett in it* original form at ton may be return rd ami how the 
detail of Uto roraturr ran) he improredi Imtw for, m n word rt 
may be render'd ethaent — thn, in ray judgment n the tum 
winch the debate should rale With o »rmo of the muation in 
which the country i* placed, of the danger which ha* bem *> Ixrg 
ru pended over us and of the cm* winch accordirg to all ap- 
pearance* oed mformauon n to rapidly op*, roUcbmr weihould 
dootc our»clvr* to the comideratioo of the best mean* of arc rod 
m n or 1 advancing to jwifection the only f >rcr of equal rongmtude 
now will n our rrarh ; to devise not util* bow this fotce it tu le 
prrparvd fi r the first appoaicb of the danger which menaces us 
hut how it* pirit and rtScncy maj Lc prrwnrd an 1 mad enm- 
pet nt to meet the full rxhct of the daagrr and cJtctnalljr to 
guard tho country 

That tl o ci thud* m which nvnr rnaLl men U not the fint 
a Uci cau In t I ii, it loi 1 1 U* pricmUrti to Lope j Lut l* at It 
woull no raj mil mvn w mil l< \n\ Ian uuv in rat t, tir„ 
upon. It l tom s t 1 nv f n m c»-»vjr\ l c* nmuresl I lie 
* *’urtr<r> every ir trucuen l at iv pmciira*! In tnM t » a 1 
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Into tlicm to a regular arm). That it is impossible faul) to inves- 
tigate the nature and tendency of the \olunteei system, without 
referring to the regular amiy and militia, I leadil) admit, and th it 
it is proper to inquire how far any fuithcr luginentatioiib of the 
one or the otlici is practicable or dcsnable, also how far the -vo- 
lunteer system interferes with eithei of these objects But these 
are topics upon which I shall trouble the house by-and-hy At 
picsent I wish, principal!), to dwell upon the methods to be re- 
ported to, in order to commnnic itc to the a oluntccrs all the in- 
struction the) want, and to the system all the linpiovoment ot 
which it ma) he susceptible , fur I am certain that this must foun 
the great basis of our strength, the important instalment of out 
defence, tiic medium by which we must contrive to bung the 
country safely out of its dangers, mid to layasleip those apprehen- 
sions, which, from the calamitous destinies of the pu sent tunes, 
have been c \cited b) a gigantic power sudden!) erected, to dis- 
turb the wot Id, to de-solute a large portion of Europe, and to lay 
the foundation, if not resolutely and vigorously resisted, of future 
and incalculable mnci) Such resistance it is become the fate 
of tins country to make, and 1 trust it will 1 1 ns gl„r\ vfieclually 
to accomplish That its icsourccs and the /cM oi the peoph aic 
competent to the unde linking and the achievement no man ran 
doubt — that zeal which 1ms been displayed in a manner so ca> 
truordinnry ns to suiprise even the most ardent admin rs of the 
British character, and to gratify the most ansious fi lends of 
Briti'-h independence, — that zeal which lias not nieicly seconded 
but fai outrun the wants of the count) y, and very much indeed 
the wishes of the government 

Into the principle of the system, upon which the force pioduced 
by tins zeal has been constructed, I shall not now inquire That 
is a point which has been already amply discussed and satisfac- 
torily settled The question fauly )s, whether, in addition to our 
regular aimy and militia, it is practicable to piocurc, fiom the 
population of the country', a force sufiicienily laige to meet the 
magnitude of the dangers which tin eaten us, by any otlici and 
Letter .means f It does not appear to me that we could Cor- 
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.attempt on our liberty and existence, dictated by slavish power 
and inordinate nmbition, it behoves us to consult our immediate 
security, and not to allow of even the idea of disbanding so large 
n body as 400,000 men, however imperfectly constructed tiny 
may be. We should rather examine how far this force may be 
rendered cflcctivc , and, with this mow, I shall state to the house 
the mode tlmf, in my judgment, ought to be pursued. 

IIow far ministers hu\c failed, heretofore, in the performance 
of their duty with respect to the volunteers , how fur tiny have 
wished to cariy into complete execution the system of winch they 
appear to approve, I will not now stop to inquire, further thnn to 
say, tlmt they should have been more attentive to promote the re- 
gulation of the several volunteer corps They should lmvc com- 
municated more precise instructions, thiougb the medium of the 
Iord-licutcnants of counties, as to the best method of training 
the volunteers, of procuring a regular attendance at drills, and en- 
forcing attention to discipline when there. These are points of 
arrangement very material to consider, and ministers should even 
now, and I hope it is not too late, look to objects of so much con- 
sequence I do not mean that any 7 superfluous directions should 
be given to the volunteers, nor do I ask to have them trained up 
in the way in which the advocates of an mined peasantry would 
recommend, who seem to imagine that such peasantry could be 
converted into that quality' of force, namely 7 , light troops, for 
which, of all others, they 7 arc least qualified But I would have 
the volunteers instructed in all die necessary evolutions, and this I 
am decidedly of opinion, would be fir the best course to pursue, 
particularly 7 as it must be admitted, that, under existing circum- 
stances, it would be quite absurd, if not dangerous, to think of 
proposing a new system to supersede that of the volunteers. To 
promote this improvement in the discipline of the volunteers, js a 
thing so obviously necessary, and so highly desirable, that I should 
hope no minor difficulties will be allowed to stand m the way, 
that no mistaken or narrow notions of economy will operate to 
impede such an important object, but that the volunteei force will 
be rendered as perfect in military discipline, as the nature of the 

t 4 
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< pomy at every foot of Ins pingics^ but uc must take even care 
t)jn r no unnecessary sacrifices shall he made, that the blood of 
our countrymen shall, on eweiv possible occasion, l'c spared To 
(licso pouns U is our imperative duty to attend, fui, sanely, if 
ever tin re was a great trust eonfidid to the liberality and justice 
ol pmliimcnt, it is the me ms ol piotccting the lives and blood of 
their fellow -citizens, who have riislud IoiwarJ to the post of dan- 
gei when the safely of then count 1 \ was menaced. We should 
not consent to purchase otir security hy the sacrifice of oui coun- 
try men, if such a sacrifice could ‘>1 all he nmdt d 

I loin these considoiutinns, I eonjuie the house to point their 
attention pmiiculnrly to the consider .ition of the means of un- 
de ring the volunteer foice ns efiicient as possible 'ihat much yet 
remains to be demc and foi which this bill docs not provide, I feel 
the most perfect conviction , and although I am of opinion that 
it would be better the nlteintions in detail, which I think neces- 
sary, should oiiginate with Ins Majesty’s ministers, who arc best 
qualified to give complete effect to such nlteintions, >et my sense 
of duty' will not suffer me to neglect the piopustltons which appear 
to me eligible To these piopositions I shall stuctly confine my- 
self, and, abstaining fiorn all allusion to whatever I may' think on 
the present state of politics, or to the conduct of ministers 
lutherto, 1 shall apply myself solely to the examination of our na- 
tional eh fence 'J hat appears to me to be the /list and most inter- 
esting subject It ought to occupy' the attention of eveiy man 
It is quite enough to fill the minds of ill 

This, therefore, claiming my consult ration in prefcience to 
every other subject, I look with great concern to the imperfections 
of the volunteei system, recollecting that it is pushed to an extent 
fai beyond any thing that was fouscen when the countiy was first 1 
dcclaicd in danger, and, considering its present magnitude, I icgiet 
to find that it is not more advanced m military quality, that it is 
still extremely inadequate to its object, and that the proper means 
of promoting its discipline have not been as yet adopted These 
pjeans, which I deem most material, I conceive to be, 1st, the op- 
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porlonity of regular irntrocttont Cdly ibe Hxunn* of » t<Thkr« 
ct tfnll end, 3dlj, tbc enforcing of nlcnco ttcadionn, h.c wfce a 
tu drill 

On tbc* 6o*t of tbe*e point* I beg to b V of Buy thinlic min, 
whether ll it poMibte fir U o rolontccr to ncrjuin* a tu^khrot 
ktw^iloilpofif jbenr»pl«lfartof military dociplme ly alt rvlir-j; 
drill onU twenty day* m *\c or and rent rally not mw th«n two 
nr three h ura each day — parttcularH uVrn,, into arcoont tbcirn 
dcqtncy of the iratructi n« A.r I an ana/c that iKo'ear 1 „ar , MTf* 
mo) l* taid to ofrT olijtctu m to the »>*tnn ill *"rlbrr ; lot tl r*c 
rbyxti ml fcr| to lx rmorahlc by aitrndin to the atimuop'* I 
lu»r tu^yntrd and 'ball Lrrraftrr prrpov Whit may hr deo* 
el c future timr I tball Dot rum mlrf into fcat m erely cr*nf nr 
mytrlf to tbr manner In which lhr\ thmild malr the Ixtt o«r of 
Ihcir lime that yrt mm turn tnprtp«rr ihrm far U e Impend 
j^rr i and t'jit picparnt* n tbocld be Umatatsd and rrw’wmt**! 
hv tbc conduct of pari ament Thr tpmt c*f ©or pillint *oJun- 
trcr» to Ion- tnrd l y inept n*e retr b* rtbemjv rtlupil I>in* 
ftt t«*in„K» often m-raeol, and yu bmg »rj;vt*!<-d tb ir ml may 
be wralmrd calnt pari anKCt tiall dnifi dot*- by gi m t*» »b^ 
lalmnt patnot rtrry p'ottUr mrant t f rnvlmo^ th^ ir r\ ttbri 
in tbp ca>t’ of llcir onintry ct-frp!rt Iv rf*t t c* 1 T1 dwr- 

an I tour jr©» fully exfUim! I art pr nu^ed ihi/ tl P ♦ I*th 
leer* will aerrd to any J top n*| tlut tie ryte>diy pf ilea* raiy 

• u^»r ‘'neb » t!r tararc of tie c nd» rfl.rj-d.rvn that I 

hair rot ibr ilidr* tl^ll that ll-or h a d ^raltj <h 
tl py wmj 1 tyt rrcmrrtrr and ro pn »!vtp to «} irh l*> » wc*i I 
rvt to’ nit, t cr»ter» itl that tsch *'/' il-cai*-! 

pti il n »tr Hftouf) I? iumtJ in dx fyim r icrv ( iri* nJ 
It Ir c* 1 r— • t f frK"t r„ their t -ontiy frxa t-i -'t ar*J mr 
1 oL IV, tlxwYcr ty f r\ frnvn ryerro 

Jot 'n iVnlij'wv tb»- fMT k try»bv<f I 4 

• Wlpjw I'tri'mlu^tcrti * ■dlh - r p t 

Mprwi^l Ji j » fp+rWawtri r< r** *rtlnm * **» 

Ctw L»* ta pa t-c*trr tc lifi a t ».*■» * h 
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eaic to assemble the corps in the place comment to then natnc 
home lor this purpose, I should propose that n small bounty be 
given to ench volunteer who would consent to march on such per- 
manent duty, namely, seven shillings per week, independently of 
one shilling per day to every \oluntcei who should so match. This 
plan would, I am persuaded, do more towards promoting discipline 
and military habits among the men, than any dulling at different 
and detached periods I had an opportunity of witnessing the sa- 
lutary effects of such a system last summei . About 5 or 300,000/. 
would be quite sufficient to defray the expense of it. Surely it 
cannot be pretended that parliament manage with judgment and 
integrity the pmse of their constituents, if they refuse to open it tn 
order to advance this sum for a puiposc of such high importance, 
to save the lues and proputy of the people, and to bring the 
contest in which wenre engaged to a speedy and glorious conclu- 
sion. 

Now, ns to the mode of instructing the volunteer corps, I men- 
tioned before Christmas \ery fully thepiopriety of appointing field- 
officers, &c to such battalions as applied for them, and I am still 
of the same opinion, as none of the aiguimnts which ha\c been 
ad\anced against my lecommcndntion appeal to me to lmve any 
weight, and as I know, from my own observation, the advantages 
"that would i csult from it. I would propose that the instruction 
of volunteer corps should be assisted by the regular officers stationed 
jn the several districts, pnrticulaily those on the coast, on sepne 
pans of which no less than fiom SO to 100,000 men might be 
speedily collected I would also recommend the adoptio/i of 
some system, not harsh, to enforce attendance at dull, which is 
particularly necessary Tins might be done by regulations, to 
which each man might subscribe, imposing fines on defaulters, 
rendering the inattention at parades liable to arrest and detention, 
until tried before a magistrate, who should have the power of com- 
muting any fine foi a short imprisonment of two or three days I 
agiee with the right honourable mover, that no changi should bo 
made in the volunteer regulations that is not called for by' abso- 
lute necessity, and Qf such a nature do I conceive the propor**" - 
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Um nation, I bclierc it mill be foond tlrtxt the number of that do* 
ten prion of our naval force fit to rirpd tho actual attempts of the 
enemy U at the present moment much inferior and lev* adequate 
1b thfe exigency of the dahjer than at ant period In forhier tifurs 
Shall I Sir detain the house with n tcdioai recital of the prat 
nnd extraordinary change* which base token place and which call 
for increased activity and exertion ? Such on appeal 11 rendered 
•tmnece&aty by the dttual itaie of lhln£l arid by fatltf mfdcb can- 
not becontroterted If> on former occailom we fafnc been called 
■upon td mike preporntrom of defence in their magnitude snpen >r 
lo preceding calwj it doci not require from ftK* nJiy arguments tA 
convince the house that, In Odr prrsent ntualion oor means of*e 
"runty shoal d beniueh greater In a eotupvatiti point of new on I 
that In proportion ns wt arc threatened not only with the oekrrou 
lodged detcrmhiRtion of the fnelny, bat with hh increased powit 
<ffff*cting on Invasion, wre sboOld redouble our efforts amf be 
t ad) to gdartl against e\ ty po-sllk mk wLich tuay be hx ardot 
< 0 *n}wt oar indopcntkrcr end htpplnrtJ 

The neU point to which 1 <ball beg IntrU to call the otttntiort 
v f the hourc i* that spcfits of haVftl force which 1 bf»t ealculut d 
to ra •et and ik feat that pirpanng Ity the mem) to nechmph h tbfr 
great and fatmlritc object of josadon I believe that nt the com 
twnecmrnt < f the last soar it octurrcil to the lord or Ibe BlruU 
rnltv th t tL Lind of farce Le«t col cob fed to aet aMlrnt 
tie attempt* uhi It roi<dir 'be 103 10 to cCeet n descent was 
that m re jnculinrlj filed to display in shoal wkts-r ndd 

1 hrtNs. per 1 Cruunls t laliKe thnt 1 llie tiro* of the a* 
tJimlty thinking m (it reef opinion that it nucl t to 1-e eon 
tidtrabk nu met fed Put fdtl mi^b they wrre of thatojlnkn 
in the Month of Janurn 1 S 0 J jet 1 r n state t > the hon with 
out tl f r f r i tro U ti n, tl M tmW In nt> ttirm eU« *r**I* 
w r pf - I ! d t r a tn tin rttri Ulion V ll i*»j>me* of m'il f IW 
five < fwl ith w n t K rnn pi ted In ibrrr and tlv remrlnA f las n 
irml I rnn v r i* at ll it f ro* ! hi *— i r t im*i n '■sstii 
deruV nt It curr rd I r r ct in tl m* nth of Jana ry thOI 
\ et cf all the to II tht le np! >f»l with nicer' t‘ it rr> r l 
wa. ofal ctL r tl** tr »t t’ l whether »tt ttc-itn tf d 
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and annojnncc arc to be considcicd, or the water on which it is 
destined to act. The lords of die admit. ilty, com meed, howcsci, 
of the necessity of employing it, took some mcastuos for an esta- 
bhslimcnt of tlut nature, and I am naturally lul to liiquiie into 
the stops which tliey pursued to complete so desirable an object. 
They determined to base fi\ c gun- boats read} in tluec months, 
and the whole, constituting twenty three, finished foi nctual sci- 
mcc in si\ months It is undoubtedly a eery maternal point to 
inquire why tlm augmentation was not thought of at an eailier 
period. Am I, Sir, to recapitulate the unions memos which 
should have accelerated inci eased c\eitio» ? Mere I to do so, I 
should mcrch re-state what has been obuous to c\cf} man of 
common sense and common obscruition. In the month of 
August, when we saw the necessit}' of augmented c (Torts, when 
we saw transports foi the comeyancc of troops collecting cl.iiiy m 
the port of Boulogne, when we saw them gaining new strength 
and new additions, during (he fine weather, to the months of 
No\emberund December, aml w-hcn we knew that they had in. 
creased to upwards of 1000 in the same poit, independent of the 
armaments in Ilchoct, in the Tc\el, m Brest, and other points 
of attack , what reason, let me ask, can be assigned foi the gross, 
neglect which has taken place in this respect? But nbene all, 
Sir, let me ask wlmt defence can be set up foi this e\tiaoidinaiy 
conduct, when we were told b} go\cinment itself, that we were 
threatened with nnasion fiom day to clay, when we had, if I am 
not eery much misinformed, reason to bcliuc that 100 stiong < 
gun-boats wcie collected at Boulogne ready to comoy and pro- 
tect the enemy’s flotilla assembled in that same poit ? 

In statingall these circumstances, it is baldly neccssaiy for me, 

I think, to apply them to the subject under our discussion 
Haung, as I have observed, all these proofs before us, I wish to 
know, and I trust I shall not be consulted as asking too much, 
w’hj w'c can have but a force to meet the enemy in his own way, 
a pait of which is to be ready only m three monlljs, and tl e re- 
mainder, the grcatei phrt, to be completed in not less than si\ ? 

If we ha\e been preparing for a considerable time, with all tl “ 

you iv. 


u 



MR. THTTb 


ZOO 


[Maim 15 


tfftffU of trblch the country n capal lr an immense land forte 
if coremroent be ten cm* m ttcc iroUce which it hns prro, and i B 
the alarm which it has diffused of the attack that tnrmcct our 
independence ami teen out cxiUencc ; jf wr nrr now rmJr to 
contend or oqt nattu *od with an cncm\ Trailing for a fawmndda 
moment to rnuhe a descent in that cl i s of retseb pecubariv adapt 
ed to cross the Channel I hope I shall not be thought unreason 
able in raking wUj the best and most rffecinal memo of meeting 
and triumph mg onr the danger hare- Urn »o long impended 5 and 
whs a part of our counteracting exertion* in the nasal depart 
meat of our strength has been deferred for three month and 
the more considerable part bos been postponed for the *poo of 
ux months? TTii* mil consulate the object of the second mo- 
tion with wh*ch l shall trouble the home 

I shall not thinking as I do that it would be on unj rofitable 
waste of time undertake to shew that the means of our na 
tinnol defence wjth its pec t to the use of gundjeots hare hern 
improperly u*ed and that wbco it was found neecrary to resort 
to them thee wen* onls attempted too Utc to be effectual I 
Vase now to state what ha* Iwen done m the course of tho la t 
war when the occasion was 1 •vs pres mr and the Hreutn tanect 
were unJer cvrry point of slew of a lr»s impenmx. nature ; and 
1 hate to niurrc lli home that »f the prop r documents he grant 
ed I shall undertake to \ rose the truth i f the a settlors, which f 
inns fsl it mv duty to bring f*rward ( entlcmen will no doubt 
i\c» llrct that in 1791 1707 and \BA\ it was found nec wry 
to nu imm ihe same sperm of nasal force to which I base tLis 
•truing wllu led What wa the conduct *f Rosemment at each 
» f these pstwdt ? A corudembfo number of gun boats was jpt 
tea It in the two Grst periods within tm weeks cnlj | and the 
rame actmtv of pn-para turn was canted on with sucrets In the 
jsor IttOl within the ipsee of from ir. }m to fourl cm weeks 
Itotead of *ns esctltuo now similar to ihcnc instances wli h I 
hose ruatinntd we arr Informed tint tie greater part if s r 
mruis if 1 f*uce is to be cerrpi ted will in six tnottl I a».d that • 

1 w gta Uats wlllic nmlr at itt tttl vf thre*' 

1 
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Thus, Sir, I am warranted m maintaining that here we have suffi- 
cient grounds for a motion to address his Majesty, that he might 
be graciously pleased to use additional vigour and expedition in 
preparing and maturing ouri naval means of defence against the 
enemy’s armaments , for employing redoubled activity against the 
danger with which we are threatened , and for guarding the 
narrow seas with more strictness and vigilance. These, it will not 
be denied, are objects of true constitutional enquiry, and they 
form a most satisfactory ground for me to demand the information, 
which'! desire may be laid before this house. 

In the like manner I also propose, ‘ c that an humble address 
be presented to his Majesty, for a copy of the contracts made, 
and the orders given, by the lords of the admnalty, in 1793, 
1 797 , and 1803, with respect to the number of gun-vessels to be 
built, distinguishing the time at which each contract was made, 
the period in which it was to be brought to a conclusion, and the 
amount of the sum to be paid for the performance of it " Thesq 
accounts are the more important and material, as they will give to 
the house the opportunity of not only seeing the opinion of the 
lords of the admiralty on the subject, but they will also afford 
the means of comparing our naval strength in this respect, as it 
actually exists, with what it was m former instances, and tend 
most essentially to promote that end for which we cannot be top 
zealous in our wishes — the security Of the country. It is not for 
me to anticipate the opinion of gentlemen upon these questions ; 
hut most certainly no man will undertake to tell me, that this is 
not a pioper thode for satisfying the house, whether the prepara- 
tions which have been made by his Majesty’s ministers, in the 
direction of naval affairs, have been commensurate to the magni- 
tude of the crisis m which w f e are placed As tbe measures I 
have thought proper 1 to touch upon, aie decisively necessary for 
the defence of the country, I will not fatigue the house with 
duelling on them at a length that must be umnstructive and tedi- 
ous There is, I am confident, no man who hears me, that is not 
convinced of the vast importance of these objects, which are su- 
perior m magnitude to any that can occupy our attention They 

U 2 ' 
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Wi receive do embcUnhrorot or fllrnlrabon from cby wtjrdi 
wtmrh it is m my power to me, for they pres* themselves frmnt 
lUy on the minds of all. 

Another object to which I ib*Jl call the attention of the hoose 
'i*i bowcTcr remote it may appear to tome not Ic« essential to the 
■pcnttrmvnt socOnt) and happiness of the country I mean. Sir, 
hot what relates to oar present danger and our actual cxtrtmn?, 
hot to what should be our system of conduct, eren were pence to 
b« concluded, srith respect to any future war It fa a corn idem 
hon let tuc say, ta which not only our own dearest interests, 
but the interests and destroy of Europe am inrolTtd, Next to the 
two first points which I hate noticed (t remains with the house to 
determine whether tho state of our nary ot the conuom er ta ea t of 
the war was such os to cull for augmentation, or diminution. In 
the year 1801 it was impossible to suppose that the nary did not 
rajture more exertion than in 17^3 for errty thing indicated 
that it was not so promtsing as m the beginning of the former war 
I have no desire to disclose the precite condition of our present 
force, but the truth is, that yon were bouDd to nuke every poui 
tie exertion, and cron efforts altogether unprecedented to aug 
meat and repair your narv at the bcpnnmg of the present war, 
from mod ros ond causes which did not exist id the ccanmeucroseot 
of the former war It is almost needless for me Sir to remark, 
that there are two modes of increasing our naval strength with 
mpect to our shipping the one b> building msels in the tings 
yards the other by building them in consequence of private con* 
tracts In the merchants yards. If wre look to the progress of our 
ratal improvement fora say long time we shall find that ru lew 
than two tblnfa of it hare been built in the merchants yards* to ^ 
undoobtedty Jr fa not cfrrtnry for me lo state to the t nrc th*t 
which mmt be known to every person crtiirmat with the sub/ d 
t at building In the tin** yards In lime of war is nearly »oi 
perrdrd altogether I base also to rvnurl wtit I am Cefi 
t lured will nnt escape the attention cf gentlemen tlat the prtut 
augmentation of uor easy does n -t orfar from hips began in * 
period of war but from *Upt wbwh bare bem hU uf*a »h* 
stocks for ocral j -art snlccrJcru. Jlatirg tltr but »s 1 
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state, without the possibility of contradiction, that out of twenty - 
four ships of the line, prepaied and finished for actual service, two 
alone vv ere supplied fiom his Majesty’s yards. What conclusion 
then, it may be said, do I intend to draw from these facts ? I wish 
to establish it as a system that should be acted upon, that when 
the circumstances of the times require extraordinary efforts, you 
should look to the building of ships by contract, 'and tha. 
you should also look to the augmentation of your navy, not in 
the precise moment when necessity calls for exertion, but many 
years antecedent to the pressuie of any unforeseen exigency As 
to the difference of building between the king’s and the merchants' 
yards, it was evident that no material difierence arose in point of 
expense, since, in the latter, the amount of the expense was re- 
gulated by public advertisement, and the work was to be executed 
m the best manner Now, Sir, if I am not very much mistaken, 
I am enabled to state, that, since the present lords of the admi- 
ralty have come into office, only two ships of the line have been 
contracted for, to be built in the merchants' yards I mean to 
shew that enuring on the piesent war, when our navy could not 
be in so good'a condition as at the beginning of the formci wai, 
every possible means should Isave been taken to augment and 
strengthen it, that it was a period which requned greater exer- 
tion, and that only two ships of the line have been contracted for, 
While, dunng the last war, out of twenty-nine ships of the line, 
the king's yaids furnished but two But if the admiralty be liable 
to censure for these omissions, it will be iound still more so fiom 
details which 1 can pledge myself to prove in the most satisfactoiy 
way. I have explicitly to state, that there me at this moment 
dotks arid slips in the river unoccupied, which are calculated for 
building fourteen or fifteen ships ot the line When, therefore, 
all these circumstances are put together, and fan ly considered, I 
hope I shall not be told, that they do not constitute grounds for 
an address to his Majesty. 

The next motion I have to make is, “ That there be laid before 
the house a list of such ships as have been built m the king’s yards 
m 1793 and 1801 ” But if gentlemen should llnnk any lnformn- 
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tion on this head might be tie channel of Improper intelligence to 
the enemy I shall ferl it ray duty to abstain from prosing the 
motion on the home j (or I am *w*rc that there mil it ill be 
grounds sufficiently strong to comince the house that the con. 
It ruction of tends in the merchants yards, is preferable to that 
srhich u non adopted in those of ha Majesty s, I shall afterwards 
lubmlt a motion for the production of a Hit similar in substance 
nod time of the tends built by contract in potato yards nod to 
this I con ceil c no material objection can be mode A noble 
friend of mine on the bench bdow me has, on a former nl^ht 
entered into a comparative next of the Hate of our natal force In 
different years bnt it was so gmendly coached ns to be very 
little suited to the present inquiries which form the objects of my 
motion!. It is material for the house to remark that in the former 
war wo set out with iff 000 men, who were soon after augmented 
with 2 000 more and In the course of the year were increased to 
the number of 75 or 70 000 including marines In the present 
war wc started with 50 000 men, and it should not pass unnoticed 
that wc also engaged m It when our mercUotilo marine was Incrrowd 
In a material proportion \et what was done t Why although we 
began with 50 000 men and bod at! the great advantages aruin^, 
from an uoprrccdmtrd prosperity of trade and commerce our naval 
force did not exceed in the number of meu $6 000 at the end of 
the vear Thus in the first year of the former war we bad an 
inerrme cf CO 000 unracn, ami on the first year of the prewnt 
war, an nogtui ntatwn of 50,000 only 

]n the few plain stntctn nts 1 have made the hoove wilt pet 
etive that I have cnuli mlv abitained from all general reamnie 
and that I have enrefully c mfioed myself to such jrvtitt It as I La e 
thought sufficient to ju tify the m turns 1 bnve to brio fwwatj 
Should i Lc m urns le refused I tio*t bowner tLoi 1 if >11 la 
tul l«d by the bnu it any funlrr frt»enJiv and t splsna cm 
wl ich I my t rail ! upon to irejJw an J shield th y Ik' 
tinted I hall rrs ne I r a future IsV the mrJilv and ill * 
tiati *» to which tjvir \ its mint tuturalty Lad me 
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riderntions which they involve art of the first importance, and 
render it, m my mind, the indi^pcns ibte duty of parliament to 
agree m an address to Ins Ma|estj I shall therefore conclude 
with moving, “ That an humble address be piescnted to his Ma- 
jesty praying that Ins Majesty mn_\ be giaeiouslj pleased to gno 
orders, that nil account of the number of ships of the lme, of slops 
of 50 gun«, fugates, sloops of wai, bombs, hired armed vessels, 
Ac ns hau* been m commission, with tin distribution of their re- 
spective sirv ices on the 31st of December, 1/33, on the 30th of 
September, 1S01, and the 31st of Dtcetnbci, 1S03, be laid before 
the house " 

After the question had undergone considerable decussion, Mr Pitt rose to 

«]’l) 

He declared, that he would endeavour to detain the house, at 
that late hour, as short a time as possible. It must, however, be 
evident that he was bound to answci some of the remaihs which 
had been brought foi ward lie ngrci d with a learned gentleman*, 
that an} vote winch was given that night for the papers did not 
absolutel} proceed the length of censuring lus lordship They 
rcre called upon to giant ccifam papers, deemed requisite for an 
inquir) into the conduct of his loidship, and the honourable board 
of which lie was the head. 1 he} were called upon to view, with the 
cyo of candour and impartiality, the merits ol the* case which he 
had presented for the consideration of the house To grant the 
documents for which he moved, would be the best means of esta- 
blishing the character and conduct of ins lordship, by the inquiry 
which he purposed to institute To lcfuse them would create 
those doubts which must always be injurious to i public character, 
however pure it might be considcied by ins friends To refuse 
them would also have an evil tendency — it would serve to e\cite 
doubts as to the real strength of the nation. And what doubts? 
Doubts as to on i capacity for the resistance of a very powerful 
enoni), whose visit to this countiy we arc taught to bebevo will 
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take place in the con no of a Tety few weeks. Before such a ter 
nbfo emergency armes all doubts ought to be removed by the 
production of such papers as would demonstrate at once the ml 
strength of the country 

If there papers bo deemed Decenary to ascertain our capacity 
for the remittance of the enemy why deny them 1 Is parliament 
for tbe take of protecting the board to be left doubtful of our 
strength nnd power at tha great and nwfulcmn? Is that my par 
lmm cut which make a liberal expenditure for the security of the 
Country* to be left in a state of doubt and damny* because minis- 
ters do not choose to gratify thrr* moderate wobesf The greater 
the danger the greater the necessity for hnowtn 0 the amnfrroenu 
end strength of the country at the ere of ono of the mostsetx<us 
crcmts about to be recorded In our history Should the papers 
be reftt*cd which from the disposition of thc*c connected with 
administration appeared likely to be the result of hU efforti our 
doubts would be increased not onlv respecting oar capacity to 
meet the enemy but our doubts would alio be in crowd roped mg 
the conduct of the nobleman who presided at the admiralty It 
was as much ns to *a\ do not irwjturr mtn oar conduct for 
th rr are Cvrtam facts which cannot bear public imr-t if a Iron. 

It was as much ns to *nr fire os unlimited confidence believe 
fn our profusions of vigilance and actitiiy ( nt do not otttmpt 
to institute nn impttrr fsr we can wstt consent to such a 
tarn un* ** 

\Vbnl tort of emifidvnee bvs the beard s»antf lint blind and 
f 1-e conn 1 •cfe wlirb exposes the saf -ty of cmr roantty! That 
eonfid nee which rarnficrs our public secunfy for the *akc of 
sens nmg from em»urc a drpnrtmcot of iwmtnffll the rmt in 
p* rtant at tl rs particular period to the lu cmti of tL sotmity’ 
IstMi tin lir I s*f iccunty s*Ucb tie hon -arable tarom-t boc*t» 4 
a o-^mlir so j>ou ifully on Li mm- 1 as to (p luce b m t rtiur 
|ij o in, n*vt 1 \ down hu Lra 1 1 o i n pill i« a ilh net dree 1 
It l a di 1 Ui irl air-mint; con m"tcc — a cc* folei r 


fj V*3 -4-* C-nt* 


1801 ] PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 297 

benumbs our scn®e®, mul lulls us to sloop, while the cnomy is at 
our gitos — a confidence which cannot fail to excite the most lively 
emotions in the muuls ot linn of sciious lefloction, when con- 
trasting the terrible nctn it} of the encmv with the aliu nitng su- 
pincncss of our government 

But let it not lo ‘-me! [ am trifling with the feelings of the 
house b} these melnnchul) views ] behove, with a fit appli- 
cation of the resources, the count!} may not mil) be rendered 
secure, but tiiumphnnt My only wish is to remove the evil 
of deception fiom boloic our 0}c®, to scout that Inlse confidence 
under winch ministers slulter themselves — a confidence which, if 
passed over in ®ilcnce, mi} endanger the vei} existence of the 
nation, because it avows and cherishes a tuck upon itself Let 
the honourable baionct, therefore, retire to his pillow, ii he please, 
and wrap himscll up m Ins charm of naval confidence 1 

I hive been very much astonished at the cxtrao-dnmiy turn 
tins debate has tnhen Ministers had previously applied to he in- 
formed of the nature of the motions I meant to piopose I in- 
formed them, and I ccrtnml) understood it was their intention 
to accede to two of the motion®, without any objections being sug- 
gested With this persuasion, ns I hive lately often intruded 
■veiy much on the time, and, I fear, the patience of the house, I 
thought it unnecessary to enlarge on the natme, cncumstnnces, 
and object of the motion Consistently with tins reflection, I 
morel} stated the leading object, from doing which I had no 
sooner retired, than the right honomable gentleman * below me 
rises and assert.®, that I h ive made out no case on which the pre- 
sent application can he founded I must confess this is not treat- 
ing me with that candour 1 had reason to expect A ctse opened, 
and a case proved, are two veiy different things, hut it is not at 
least a necessary consequence that those two stages m the same 
cause should not succeed each other I should lie veiy much 
surprised if the case, even as it now slands, should, by any gen- 
tleman, be considered feeble The first piomment fcatuic of it is, 
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to powi inch a tnepl force under the present danger of wresion, 
as would be folly competent to guard ties* ishmdj I my ibe 
force ought to be greater that it H less than it ought to be, and 
than it might be, if the means of the country were put in TcqaaiJ 
turn and activity Arc not these then, grave and important con- 
siderations and are they not directed to preside agnirat the 
greatest pos&ible calamity and for the security my the exu tract 
of tho country? The next distinguishing feature of the present 
motion ii to lay a sufficient foundation to keep the nary under 
such au establishment that whatever may belts present condition 
a permanent force may be In future supported adequate to tht 
accumulating penis to which the nation may be exposed These 
preparations are the more necessary because the present war sue 
coeds a recent one of great length, in which the nasal force liad 
unavoidably rcc*i»ed considerable damage Can I rouse tent !y 
with the respect I owe to this house inquire if these matters 
which immediately concern the present safety and future strength 
of the country' are suljccts of importance? or if any materials 
can be supplied on which a case may be more firmly supported ? 

Tho nght honourable gentleman below me has refined 
the main object of this motion and lie H to be a powerful sup- 
porter of the present measures Whether his aptitude be 
great in the support of an administration ns it was inopi*riiKrti 
we have to learn — we bare yet to learn what bn abilities are as a 
defender He has been instructed already in a severe school t but 
I very much quotum if he has dntmcuhbcd himself or will do so, 
under the new character he hns hern injured to awume i and b« 
Certainly has etyoved sufficient opportunity to remove our oncer 
tainte lo this particular, of which 1 owrsrr he has ret l<m 
di>p r-ed to mall binmlf lam tij 1 bv the hontmrall prtb- 
man I have been wil'd with * panic to which the gn!bnt hrirt 
ef the mile 1 rd r mlJ not be Italjr Am I I eu !i*r»T»n I that 
lb » t ?a*nournbh gentleman spe*l« tb sen men s t f 1 1 r^^h 
touts cn t 1 e sirs'* bench »L n be af ctv to n 1 fab* t J*a t» 

|J* tr 1 at ml? I hr yrr* ef «t ll f I I fJ *U» >d r i *» ♦* 
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occupies, if he were not to entertain a rationnl conviction of dan- 
ger, if ho did not Know that difficulties were to be encountered 
tinder the might} s}stcm of hostility adopted b} France If mi- 
nisters ha\r felt none of these appichensions , if to tins alarm or 
panic they have been wholly supenor, how are we to explain their 
recent conduct ? For wlmt purpose lm\c they been engaging the 
lime of parliament with proliv and energetic discussions on the 
military force necessary to defend the sacred soil of our country 
from insult and violation? Whence, if this be the case, nil this 
bustle and activity, tins voluminous correspondence with the most 
eminent characters in military life, and whence this variety of 
measures, which I will not say' they hn\c proposed, but to which 
the} hn\c acceded ? Is tins too all \am delusion, or have they, 
with me, been degraded b} a panic which they assume when mi 
htary matters arc under consideration, and 1 eject with indignation 
when the naval force is the subject of debate? It Jins been truly 
said by m} honourable friend*, that the naval defence of the land 
is our national passion, in which wc indulge all the excesses of 
instinctive pride. Y ith this generous propensity, let us look to 
the collective strength of the enemy on the opposite coast, which 
seems to realize the fictions of ancient stray. Can it be supposed, 
with this view before us, wc can for a moment forget all the advan- 
tages of our insular situation, the gloucs of our maritime 
strength , the navy which has extended our commerce, which has 
established our authority, which has raised us to the rank wc enjoy 
amongst surrounding empires, and which has conduced to our 
command and aggrandizement in every quarter of the caitli? 
Cm we, I say, in the moment of danger, fail to remember this 
grand source of public security ? In such a crisis os tins, am I, 
with all the mdificrcnce of a cold comparison, to be refericd to 
the commencement of the former war with France, when she was 
torn by civil dissensions — when she was encompassed by hostile 
nations in array against her — when all Euiope was leagued for 
|ier destruction ? Is that period to be assimilated to the present, 
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■when we Arc to inert her ifagle-hcodcd without the covopmtien 
of ore ally and are we to limit our exertion* to what they were 
»t the time when circumstances were tho* totally difiaeotf 'iet It 
will be recollected thru then the nary bf this country at lent 
wm to far prepared that scarcely one fleet ventured to forsako 
the com of France that did not supply new laurel* to the gallant 
defender* of their country on the tempestuous element by which 
we ore unrounded The enemy who hare lcot their internal 
trddc tbrtr cite nor commerce, thdr Athene* the very found a 
tton of ibnr mvy have in the prosecution of a gigantic enter 
prae enrol cal an artificial marine of prodigious extent j and are we 
trot to proportion our mean* to tho new ortu instances in which 
wc arc placed to tho new peril* to which wo are exposed ? and 
arc wc to hare the ardour of all our generous passion* dbrpated 
by the application of thb ‘ cold cornparixm r I trust there- 
fore I ihall not be accused of disgraceful Awr of idle pamc if 
1 contend oar exertion* ought at thb moment to exceed all farmer 
precedent { because the danger* by which wc are racom paved 
exceed all former peril. Unless 1 am much rairtohen the kind of 
minor marine I bare recommended n a force easily prepared 
neither ot tedious nor expensive construction. 

But gentlemen ha\e argued a* if I wished to lay adds the 
floating castles by which l ha country b protected tud to dhbaod 
the British imy 1 was sorry to bra. an honourable admiral de- 
viate into this grow misapprehension. True it a, I have exp retted 
iomc confidence in gtm-vesacb for a particular purpose j hut have 
I ever been Insane enough to cvprcti a doubt that for the blockadr 
of Brest Toulon 1 cnol end the various porn occupied by the 
thips of the enemy <ror men of war and our frigates lboulJ not 
be employed 1 Lrtn ihonld the flotilla of the enemy lecture to- 
ward trar events, I be no doubt that a wide destruction and ge- 
neral coefuvon will be ocowoned br the annoy anew they will re- 
ceive from ' ur regular nave but tome will pml«W> t-vesp^ 
amen the reel multitude and a in | culpsUe m rrcotncKcha 
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that this minor navy should be prepared, under such an emer- 
gency, to render certain that security winch would otherwise be 
onlj probable ? Our first defence then is by our larger slops ; 
our next in the shallows by out flotilla, the third expedient is, to 
prc\ent the landing of the cnem) , and the fourth and least con- 
tinent is, when the) have gained a footing on English ground, to 
meet them m the field of siaughtci Will gentlemen, who affect 
to despise these gun-vessels, not admit, llmt between the ports of 
Harwich and Portsmouth there are numerous banks and shallow* 
where slops of the line arc incapable of approaching the shore ? 
I am not ashamed to sn), before pi ofessional gentlemen, however 
eminent, that if vve neglect to provide against contingencies, by 
the kind of foiee to which I have now adverted, vve do not do all 
m our power to conduce to the national safet). 

Terms of derision have been employed to render tins species of 
marine defence contemptible, and it has been called a Mosquito 
fleet , but when gentlemen are pressed a little more on the subject 
then vve arc told there arc 500 or 700 volunteer gun-boats. — 
These boats, we are to recollect, aie not under the ’immediate 
command of the admiralty, ami have actually been forced into 
its service by the enthusiasm of the people A great proportion 
of these arc engaged on an extent of const with winch I am parti- 
cularly acquainted, and I know this force vrould have been ready 
much sooner, and would have been m a much better condition, 
if the admiralty had given them due encouragement. Honourable 
gentlemen iiave dilated on the distinction of gun-boats and gun- 
brigs, and the latter have, it seems, received some commendation 
from high professional authority. It is to gun-vessels of tin? last 
description that I have all along adverted , and twenty of these, 
which have had the foremost duty under Lord Kuth, are those 
winch were fitted out m the time of Lord Spencer so that the 
utility of these is acknowledged by Loid St Vincent, and ,ns a 
further proof, those that have been lately ordered, under the cir- 
cumstances stated, are precisely of the same kind, and differ only 
m the delay, I contend, needless delay, m their construction I 
have then the satisfaction to reflect, that my sentiments arc sane- 



30V 


11 7 MIL PITTS 5 


[Mancrt 13 

glonoas ocliKrvr-tncnti of Lord St, Vincent. To him wc arrlilghly 
indebted for shedding extraordinary lustre on our national glory 
I did bclicvo that when hu tordship took upon himself the dlrtr-c 
'ilon of oar naval affairs, the public service would derive great be 
refit from bra patriotic exertions and professorial skill I did be 
Ireve that hb name in wliatevrr natal capacity was a tower of 
strength — -but I am apt to think that between hts lordship as a 
commander on the *ca^ and his lordship ns first lord or the ad 
mlrnltv there b a very wide dlfllreneo It carinot sorely be a 
subject of surprise, that Lord St Vincent should be lets bnllrmnt 
and less able In a d»il capacity tbnn la that of a warbko one 
And with all my lofty ideas of his character, as a bra re and suc- 
cessful naval commander I shall not ihnnk from my duty in can 
sunng him when presiding at (he board of the admiralty if bo de- 
serve it I do not denv but that my motion for the production of 
the paper* imply blame on ha lordship J thdi^urc hmdldly 
avow that I do not come forward on this occasion from a tender 
regard to the character or coridnci oT his lunlihlp, while at the 
board of admiralty I churn this right of censure as a member of 
parilarocnt if I ran moke out good grounds for the Inquiry t but 
without I am allowed the official documents I cannot prove the 
solidity of my grounds I cannot follow up rny Inquliy If minis, 

tm choose to make tills a question of confidence they cannot 
they shall not Induce me to the surrender of the inestimable prlvi 
lege* transmitted to every member of parliament by hts predc 
tessors In the hou^e. In bringing forward the subject of this pr- 
irnt discussion I *bavc no other motive than merely to di charge 
my duty to my country whose safety In such a crisis as the pre 
sent Is the first object of my heart 

The heat JJsUcd co theqactloa. 
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Mr Fox, in pursuance of the notice he had previously given, this day 
moved “ That it be referred to a Committee of the whole House to revise the 
several bills for the defence of the country, and to consider of such further 
measures as may be necessary to make that defence more complete and 
permanent-” 

Mr Pitt rose immediately after the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

I cannot agree, Sir, with the right honourable gentleman who 
fias just spoken, m the description of the motion which is now be- 
fore the house. It is a motion, m my view of it, which is neither 
calculated to embrace opinions hostile to government nor to any 
ministers whatever, nor to embrace opinions that may have been 
entertained on small and minute points, and thereby produce a 
general concurrence 'against ministers, to criticise upon their con- 
duct, when such members might have but small and minute dif- 
ferences in then opinions as to the detail of a system to which they 
generally assent, but it is a motion calculated to embrace all 
those, who consider that such a measure ought to be adopted and 
substituted for that which they consider to be inadequate for our 
defence, and to call the attention of those who are'disposed to take 
a grave and radical review of our public affairs , a review of all 
the resources which government have brought forward, who think 
that no part of our defence is adequate to what we ought to ex- 
pect — all those who are convinced by experience, that, after 
twelve months have been given to these gentlemen to exhaust all 
the resources of their minds, and to amend and improve their 
plans from the suggestions of others, nothing satisfactory has been 
accomplished — all those who are convinced upon mature reflec- 
tion, that from the present ministers,' or under them, nothing is 
likely to originate to give to this country any fair chance of hav- 
ing what is due to its own zeal and its own exertion, at the most im- . 
portant and (he most critical period that ever existed m its history : 
and I confess I am one of those who look at this subject in that 
point of view, and I am inclined to support this motion on almost 
von i\ - ^ 
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»J1 the grobids which the honourable gen tl era in urged who moved 
it I feel « my doty to ray sovereign »nd to ray country to do 
so not only on all the renons which that honourable genii man 
has urged in support of It but also for many which ho omitted to 
Hate, and which I shall fcb 0 htly touch upon, 

^ But the nght honourable gentleman who spoke last with all bit 
recollection of the records of parliament and with hU the force of 
his imagination, -©hich he indulged to- rap ply ha recollection, has 
only prored, that ho knew of no motion like the present and also 
by the same authority which is faimsdf that when d return tanccs 
are extra ordinary the measures to provide for them are likewise 
extraordinary i end I think we may add that whatever ex trior 
binary mcasatct may be adopted the present cnils which rtqulrct 
(hem is alio extraordinary And this the nght 1 ononrable genlk- 
taan appeurs to be surprised at j as if it were extraordinary to pro* 
Jkho a committee of this bouse to consider of the im-am for pro- 
viding for the dt fcccc tof the eouMiy as If it were extraordinary, 
that after twelve months of the war preceded by a peace winch 
by the confession of ministers them<clrc* was a mere notice of that 
war and a war In which they themselves have been exhausted iu 
their skill (*nd yet in the course of the last twelve months they 
bate brought forward nothin,, In 1 which there has not born a va 
ftety of contradictions in the plans, rcpugnandcs In tins measures 
and Imbcdbty In the execution — notl ln 0 in which every step has 
not been marled by nnnectt aiy delay j and nt last the men* urn 
ndopted nraountlng almost to n retraction of the principle upon 
which ft was founded)— I sbnuU say it is extraordinary indeed if 
after having such and so many melancholy proofs that rairdstcn 
fbcmsHTT' after repeated trials have proved what h to be ex 
peered mrai them by who: they have produced this house did 
tiot Inquire ftilo thrs important subject in the hope of bring at la 
todcvHcsame botcr means for the deferc»* of the country that# 
any which they have broo kt forward for that purpose a cr tma 
in which rf they arc permitted to goon there esn I<e to Lx )k* of 
safety to this country iudi has been the mo-ta in which they 
hure married the ftnjiortsat charg of defending the county! i 
fr»t that I am compelled to rain this *trvo c and rxpticit dtebra 
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lion of tnv sentiments I do consider tin* measure foi the increase 
oi the rcgulnr nnm, ns a. lmiMire foi winch mmisteis nrc unable 
to provide , for it is onlv n few nights ago, since ue had the con- 
fession of ministers thcnv-ilvc**, tint the necessity was so great for 
the m thing ot n provision Jor this purpose, tint the mrnsinos they 
themselves had lnrmerly brought forvvmd, they would consent to 
ah union, if In any other measutc the increase of the regular army 
could he produced. 

1 do not mean to *a\ nnv thing of the propriety of the 
tvu.iMire proposed upon the subject of an armed peasantry, 
nor of substituting an annul pe.enntry for the volunteers, 
which the light honourable genthmnn who spoke last, at 
one time was nliouf to s< ite, as bung the idea of ilie honourable 
genthmui who lias lireuglit forward this motion , but he set him- 
self right afterwards, and admitted of a diflen nee, not a vt ry slight 
one, that of iddmg an armed pensmtry to the volunteers, instead 
of substituting them for the volunteers. And if there nrc persons 
who thin! , that, in point of substance, the volunteer, arc more es- 
sential for the actual and (flicient service of the country than tho 
armed peasantry, as certainly there nrc great numbers that would 
be for altering the quality of our mode of defence, then they 
may ass< nt to having the aid of the peasantry, but not in the wny 
in which it was stated by the right honourable gentleman and as 
to the volunteers, we lmve a right to avail ourselves of the full be- 
nefit of that force — a force which lias otten been, and justly is, a 
favourite with this house and the public — a force, which, whatever 
it may have been m Us origin, has now the advantage of being 
formed, and of being in a great state of efficiency as a force, 
though none of its efficiency Ins been owing to ministers Often 
it has produced among us some difference of opinion, ns to the 
prcci«c extent to which you should carry it, and as to the cir- 
cumstances under which you should render it most effectual , but 
it is a force w Inch all of us allowed to be an extremely valuable > 
force And now that there is hardly any difference between the ho- 
nourable gentleman who made this motion, and his Majesty’s go- 
vernment, on the subject of the armed peasantry he says it may 
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be b proper thin*, if tnnustersand parliament shall tidnk it nght 
So the right h&nourablc gentleman has gooe the length of admit 
ting the measure may be nght if be shall hereafter think so. I 
*ay, 1 think it dearly right that you should institute an Inquiry 

b ether it » nght or not. Hftie vc t»ot been told by ministers 
for tbc*c six months past that the Imimon might take place 
perhaps within boon ? Is it a time to procrastinate any ms* 
measures, any efficient plans of defence, at a time when we sec that 
tho enemy hate surmounted many of these preliminary difficolbe* 
which some months ago were deemed fnnncibic? Hare no< (ha 
enemy supplied tho»e means of conveyance -which it was at first 
thoagbt must render all their threats vain and futile ? Marc thev 
not, m the face of that navy which minis ten so confidently boast hi* 
been carried to its utmost strength and has been distributed with the 
most perfect Judgment — hare they not mthra tight of our shores, 
nod in de finnee of our Obstruction assembled In one port between 
J 3 and 1400 rc»els, capable of com eying from 50 to 100 and 150 
men each ? Hare they not proved that xsJl our lessoning? about 
tho impossibility of soiling from one port the difficulty of & coo- 
cirtcd attnek the obstacle of winds and tide* were unfounded 
and that the contempt we entertained for their preparations end 
for their menaces was ill founded and unwarranted f With such 
facts before us, ought we to suspend or dday any means Umt cob 
contribute to our safety 1 We ought not to treat with contempt, 
or with a false security pronounce impracticable the projects of a 
bold, CDlrrpn ing, and desperate though often fortoaaio enemy, 
and one too tl at neser stood in the way of good fortune by a 
drradofbad If then a □ armed peasantry Is calculated to be of 
an y utility in Essex Kent, or Sussex in opposing an enemy and 
retarding their progress to the metropolu it it fit that bn tlma 
sliould be lost la de\Wing a pUn for obtaining tbi* additions! 
ail 

The honourable gen tl eras n next cor tend* that the motion n co- 
cnmtitaiional t but what h there uaccmiltutional In referring to 
th« consideration of a emnuriue* of the whole how, which 1 



30 9 


1804] parii\mi:ktuiv rpfxchi's. 

understand to bc> the object of the motion, [Mr. To\ nodded assent] 
certain tuxpwaidby the legislature, so that they tnny be modi- 
fied, altered, and improved ? Is the honourable gentleman, who 
so long filled th U chair, with so much credit to himself and ad- 
vantage to the home, <o little acquainted with pniliamcntary 
usages, as not to know, that inn committee of the whole house alone 
icural p roc a dings can regulnrl) origin ttc f Matters of religion, 
grievance, trade, finance, Ac must first be discussed in a com- 
mittee of the whole house. If. then, questions on those subjects 
must originate in a committee, can there heanj scruple to refer to 
a similar committee measures, the object of which is to defend 
cverj thing that is dear and vnluabh to a slate, the religion 
winch exalts the commerce winch enriches, the laws winch 
regulate and protect > Is there any thing extraordinary, any 
thing dangerous, then, in the present motion ? Will it be said 
that the system of dt fence is so good that there is nothing to 
be added to it 5 Is the experience of it in its fruits nnd effects 
such as to encourage us to rely with implicit confidence in the 
energy and resources of muusHrs? What measures have they 
ever adopted that have not been thwarted by some other of their 
measures ? W'hat efficient pi m has been proposed for the recruit- 
ing of the regular army ? Can wc indulge the vam and chimerical 
hope, that without an} new regulations as to the period of scivico, 
such as those proposed by the nglit honourable gentleman, recruits 
v ill be obtained for eight guineas, when they can hardly be pro- 
cured for foity and fifty pounds ? Is iL upon the wisdom, the vigi- 
lance, and the energy of these ministers that we can rely, when we 
have seen that no one measure for the public defence can they 
be truly said to have originated, when several the} have retarded 
or enfeebled ? I am satisfied that some plan for (lie permanent re- 
cruiting of the army ought to be settled, and that ve ought with all 
dispatch to proceed to that important subject. 

But neglecting the regular army, have ministers improved and 
perfected that system of the volunteers m which they have spent 
so much time? I venture to affirm, that the volunteer system is 
ftill far from that state of perfection to vylnch it might be carried. 

x 3 
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The nrroy of revrrro i DM rad of being suspended should be modi 
btd. Id rrgnrd to fortifications too to which hitherto so little 
his been dour I will Tcolurc to stnte that doe peccaatrota In that 
department hare been mnch neglected and that manv things have 
been omitted to be done which In case of ttnaiion, would tend 
both to i4\e the lives of men ami to chect the progress of to m~ 
Ttder From all that I bare heard too, on the subject < f the 
narj andin splto of that magnificent catalogue of ahrpf which 
mlnmers hare produced and which I shall not at prrwm di«»rct I 
must repeat that the conduct of that branch of oar defence has 
not been inch os the public bad n right to expect and opon tba 
subject I may take on opportunity to state arcuro tan era that 
will astonish the house and the country The*? and many other 
Cumidcratiom, fiirm the most condos nr argument In favour of 
the motion; end thoogh the right honourable gentleman who 
made it did not dilate on these topics, he ram rally expet led 
and stated b« expectation, that thry would be taken up br other 
speakers In the coarse of the debate It I* trne that rn hosiers on 
tblsas on former occasion*. ha\cgi»en tn a pompon* enumeration 
of the force of the countrv 1 liare brand that statement frith 
priih U affords the most conwjlitorv cmleitce of what the coun 
rty is capable of duin^ But l and oth r members of this home 
lwrc at least os good a n^ht to exult In that suttcc of our strength 
ns minrsters A\c have not been wanting in olirrrertimn to con- 
tribute to call forth tbe spirit of tbc count rr and to enmise »rs 
strength That splnt and exertion, however bel tog to tbc 
countTV and are not to be ascrilcd to the direction or the energy 
of the gmemramt- Indeed If there be anr w! o ought peculiarly 
to«epurate that pnJe from nnr Cvling of personal rr*Tit ufatU 
present tnmi iters « ho Laic had »n bt tie share lathe ruri ma I ener 
j»y No one n ex are can thej claim as ihur own t no one avu 
sure base tier improved and pertected rerr rsany tl ry i vr 
wrakeord bv their drian and dnfrovrd ly their icconpraliKS 
Y, HatrW tb< n tbe apmt and real if a free and krase pupte tna r 
have been, uadcr the acme cf danger nrtt uhlr to 1«* s piratrj 
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fiom the tardiness, linguor, am! imbecility of ministers in cVay 
thing o! winch they have assumed the dnection 

■Ministers boa^tof uh it othus have suggested, or \oluntary pub- 
lic zeal has e fleeted, is if wh.it was done was perfectly adequate to 
our security Bur is it enough to have provided eguinst the dan- 
ger of n final conquest? Enough has not been done unless wc 
havcadopttd even practicable and rational me ms of checking the 
enemy, should the) invade our shores with the least sacnfice of 
life, with the least waste of the public u»ouru'S with a rapidity 
that will dnappoint the onenn’s projects of devastation Enough 
lias not been done, unless ever) thing h is been provided, b) which} 
m the shortest spnee, wc may be onable'd to detent the eneni) with 
such signal overthrow and destruction, as will forever deter them 
from a repetition of the attack, and for ever relieve' the countr) 
fiom the alarm and nnxiety of invasion, I do not mein to sny 
that the enemy would, according to all human calculation, succeed 
m their designs, even had wo no other means of defence but 
those which now c\ist , but have wc reason to believe that 
our strength is yet arraved in the best manner, that our forces 
arc distributed at the proper points, so as to act with the most de- 
cisive effect? Unless this be done (as I fear it is not), it is not 
enough to say that wc have 1S4,000 regulars and militia, and 
400,000 volunteers, and, indeed, when it is proved by their own 
statements, that the resources of the countr) are so great, it forms 
- an additional ground of censure against ministers, if our system of 
defence be not adequate to every demand 

As to the observations which have been made upon the amount 
of force which should have been kept up during the peace, and the 
proportion which existed at the renewal of the war, whatever I may 
think with respect to the opinion held b) the honourable gentleman 
who opened the debate upon a former occasion, I cannot, without 
surprise, hear from the right honourable genfleinan who has just sat 
down, that he conceived' the force which was maintained during 
the peace as amply sufficient to meet any probable emergency ; 
for that right honourable gentleman was in possession of much 
knowledge of the disposition of the enemy, which must have satis- 

x 4 
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ficd his mind of the propriety of making more extensive prrpanu 
tlons for a state of hostility That know b*dgo the right booouro 
blc gentleman to be Jure itodioetly concealed from parliament 
and therefore the honourable gentleman upon the opposite bench 
nx», with man) others Incompetent to form any opinion of the 
impending danger but not so bit Majesty 1 mi miters, who bad 
yet neglected to provide against it They who, by a manifesto, 
since pubbihed to the world explained that there were ground 
a/raoat from immediately after the con elm Ion of the peace to com 
plain of the conduct nnd to impect tho Intentions of Buonaparte, 
bad yet omitted to devise measure* to counteract his designs, and 
to put tho country in a state fitted for the description of hostility 
to be apprehended In tho state the country b not in point of 
fact even non placed i ond this forms one of my reasons for con 
cumng in the motion before the bouse becauic as they a ho 
thought tho pcaco not JikcJy to ecnDnor did not prepare for war 
^nd who since the war has commenced hare not pmerred that 
course of rigorous cxcrdqn which the situation of the empire coiled 
for they arc not those in whom I would confide for the establishment 
of our security Ministers foresaw (he war and yet the) did not 

attempt to ballot for the militia as they should bare done during 
the peace They should have availed themselves of that period 
when they must according to their own confessions since so re- 
peatedly made, hare contemplated war as something more than 
probable and set crory means in motion of defending the country 
against invasion. 

The observations they were enabled to make at the dose of tbe 
last war of the plans and purpose of Buonaparte, were sufficient 
to aware them that Ms first notion was an Invasion of this eoua 
try, which the short period that dapsed between the oublithmeat 
of peace upon the continent, end the conclusion of the treaty of 
Araims did cot qualify him toattonpt ; but the progress of fcb then 
preparation served to »hcw that Immolation was not toosVednul 
tory attacks upon o* but to do that which he has since actoro 
pjldjrd >u to colled n huge f rrc upon some part of the cvwit moil 
convenient fortbe purpose cf making • descent upon thh coanuy 



ISO-4-3 


PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 


313 


AN lint then are we to think of those ministers who, with such an oppor- 
tunity of observation, overlooked renewing \hc ballot for that impor- 
tant part of our force, the militia, dui mg pence ? And how did they 
act towards the volunteers, on whose galluntr) they now profess so 
much torch ? The house must have m re collection the letters which 
minister- addressed to that body ot men during the peace, which 
letters were so much calculated lathei to d imp than to annnnte 
and encourage the 7Uil of those corps But this was not all , for, 
under circumstances peculiarly auspicious for the purpose, and with 
the prospects before them I have already mentioned, the) re- 
fused to attend to a plan suggested lo them for providing a certain 
resource for the recruiting and supply of our regulnr army This 
plan was founded upon the same principle as that of the army of 
reserve, with the addition of tint which I took occasion lately to 
la) before the house, and which, it adopted when m) opinion was 
first urged to ministers would have furnished the means of adding 
to our army, with all possible expedition, not less than 40 oi 
50,000 men This plan has, I admit, been since adopted in part, 
and I shall certainly feel it m) dut) to urge the adoption oi the 
whole of it again and again. The committee proposed by the mo- 
tion, I conceive to be the most convenient place for entering into 
the detail of this, and other measures for the* public defence, to no 
branch of which, I perceive with regret, have ministers attended in 
due time, and to the execution of none of which do they appeal to 
be adequate. Passing by all the omissions I complain of during 
the period of peace, drawing a veil over their conduct on that 
occasion altogether , and supposing the war recommenced as much 
to the surprise of ministers, ns to that of many persons in this 
house and the country , supposing that they were not at nil pre- 
pared to expect it, let us only look at their proceedings since that 
event, and let us e.xanune how far their measures have been so 
contrived or executed as to justify a hope, much less an opinion, 
of safety to be derived from their exertion 

The first part of their plan of defence, and that to which they 
seemed principally to look, related to volunteers This topic has, 
I am aware, been already very fully discussed, and 



count overlooked by the honourable mover of (he proposition be- 
fore the houve butVpon this point I would wish to aik of ministers 
whether the) foresaw or had eu-n a* remote idea it the ewa 
tueueement of hostility that this description of oar force would 
have extended so far l whether they contemplated that it cm 
should bo so numerous? It was known by those who had any 
knowledge of their »cnu merits, who had any conversation with mi 
justera, that they bad no inch intentions, and that oil the contra 
iy they expressed ther disapprobation of the poluy of their pre- 
decessors, la allowing the rolarttcer iptrm to enlarge so much 
This fact I allude to merely to shew that they are entitled to no 
praise for the maltlplicitiOQ of the rolanteen and to state that 
tho spirit which produced the increase of that body arose out of 
the discussions of this house — a tpint which as minium them 
Selrrs admitted for outvies tbar calculation or hopes and also, 
as it seuned exceeded their power of direction for they after 
word* (bought proper to check and restrain lb So much as to 
the origin of the soluntccr system But how did minister* pro- 
ceed to cony that system into nrculvoot Why without going 
much at length into this port of the subject which 1 do not mean 
at present I will merely remark on the cavof exemptions, which 
have been much and my jouly objected to The propriety of 
granting these exemptions I Derrr could sec certain it is that 
they were wrier neccunry for the soluntrm, for the rami part, 
impaired no such thing in the *hapc of encouragement to oCvr thdr 
Somers, and many of them were not at all aware when they did 
tngage thit any exemptions were to be granted; on the contw re 
It i* notorious that they were in several districts nctually subscrib- 
ing a crrtsin »um each to purchase substitutes for any of tbar tody 
which ought be ballottd fot the militia 

Snch seas the state of the volantrm when the set of paitatn nt 
ww psi'ed, with the itron,, rrct'mtnrwUtion of mimurn for il 
lowing exempt*® clap-rd, however will orh ctwiilf^W* that 
the measure wai not to Le w U understood In *nr»iK»-r psrt af 
this act of mint ter* there w es •orntd n si II h-ss ictelU tUewftb 
mpect to a telcL.trt » ti ht rf rr-igre t n lyon which miewfm 
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lnd evinced the most complete want of penetration and foresight. 
Il.ul the) judged visel), the) never would have attempted to dis- 
pute this right, for, pnrndciMcal ns it 111113 seem, nothing tends 
more to presene discipline among those corps, than the undisputed 
exercise ol this right , and tlu ruison is this, that while a \olun- 
It'd has the right of leaving a coips, he cannot object to any re- 
gulation tint mn) be deemed neccss.ir) b) .1 commanding ofiiccr 
for the promotion of order and discipline in such corps, the private 
lmmg his choice to submit or resign. But ns to the net ofemms- 
tcr-, the attonic) General, for whose judgment and learning I en- 
tertain the most unfeigned respect, interpreted tin law upon rc- 
signrtions 111 one wa), and the conrt of King’s bench in anothci. 
Ministers, in this contradiction, thought proper to circulate the 
opinion of the former as that to be acted upon by the volunteers, 
although they have since avowed tint the) did not agree with that 
opinion, and that the) intended to introduce a declaratory law 
upon the subject. r I his I must class among the most unnccounln- 
ble piocecdings of ministers. 

As to the volunteer s) stun gcncrall), according to its present 
constitution, it appears to nu to have several ladical crrois, and 
principally as to the mode in which the volunteers arc distributed 
•over the face of the countr). "When they were forming, and par- 
ticularly when it was determined to limit their numbers, regard 
should hare been had to the proportion proper to be assigned to 
each distnet With that view, it would have been right to consider 
the difference between the inland and maritime counties, which 
were the moic probable points of attack, and which it was tha 
most important to preserve Our great naval arsenals, and those 
places which are most contiguous to oui principal manufactories 
ought of course to be the first objects of government in settling the 
relative proportion of volunteers which the several districts should 
be allowed to furnish — allowed, I call it, for it was at the discre- 
tion of government to accept the services of many corps which 
the) rejected, and generally without any reference to the considera- 
tion. of local defence which I have mentioned When they 
thought proper to limit the volunteers to six times the number of 



Mr rrrrs [muu 

tic militia, and for what reason I cannot dul&e they put 
Staffordshire and Derbyshire quite on a par with the maritime 
counties, No distinction was made m fa ton r of those districts 
which lie most convenient to the enemy s coast and which arc 
most likely to be the first point! of attack Caa any nun soy 
that thero was any thing like policy in inch an arrangement, or 
that indeed there is to bo found in an} part of the structure or 
execution of the volunteer tystrro so far as tojolstm^ar© content- 
ed that which con desme the character of discretion or the ep> 
promt of n statesman ? Tlierc wuj in fact no part of the conflict 
pursued by government towards the volunteers, which did Dot 
form somo ground for complaint which djd not offer some evi 
denco of wavering and inconsistency 
The bouse he* witnessed the part they tool, at the clcac of tho 
last session when an honourable gentleman* on the other side 
undertook to panegyrise the real and gallantry of the volunteers. 
When that Honourable gentleman, two days before tho session 
closed, thought proper and in the opinion of many intelligent 
respectable members, very pennatnrtly to mote a vote of thanls 
to the volunteers, he stated that such vote was not only n jmt 
acknowledgment for the pntnothro which the) who wens then 
embodied had manifested bat that it would operate to encourage 
further voluntary offers of service. Ministers opplaudcd warmly 
the motion of the honourable gentleman bat how did they after 
wards act I Tho honourable gentleman moved at the same time 
that there should be hid before the house at its meeting after tl r 
recess n list of such new corps as should volunteer but there 
was ooothtr list which the horvturabla gentleman neglected to 
move for namely of all the corps which should he trdoceJ or 
rejected in the tame interval lltd the honourable fro lien as 

done so b would have seen what use bad been made of hn motion 

for the tint step trim by ministers almost immediately after It 
adoption was to suspen l tic pro*rv t of that » luntary Jrwl 
*Mch the honourable p niJc-maa 1 q cemnMJ wj h nrry man ah'! 
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valued (lie character and safely of the country, so much admired 
Ministers determined at once that the volunteers should not he in- 
creased any further, but that, on the contrary, their numbers 
should be diminished The notice of this determination was 
spcedil) circulated among the volunteers, accompanied by the 
honourable gentleman’s vote of thanks Thus the \olunteers 
were complimented for that, which government at the same time 
told them they did not wish for, they would not accept There 
is a word in French, rcmei net , which literally implies returning 
thanks for proffered service', which it is not intended to accept , 
and this word lias close analogy to the conduct of ministers m the 
communication of the motion of thanks, which they agreed in, m 
company with the strange resolution which I have already men- 
tioned. 

In regard to the enrolment of -volunteer corps, so far ns such 
enrolment is connected with the provisions of the defence net, I 
must again repeat the complaint I have often made, of the totil 
omission of government, to execute the powers vested m it by that 
net, and anj difficulties that have arisen in the progress of the 
ballot, I do conceive to be attributable to the non-e\crcisc of the 
power I have referred to As to the refusal of adequate pccu* 
mary, and military aid to the voluntceis, I must observe, that it 
is amongst the most culpable and inconsistent part of the conduct 
of ministers. Without going minutely into the consequences of 
such conduct, wkich it would be more convenient to detail in the 
proposed committee, I have only at present to remark, that what- 
ever difference of opinion ma}' e' ist between my honourable 
fnend r on the lower bench and me, with respect to the volun-' 
teers, and the practicability of rcndeimg them perfect in military 
discipline, there can be no difference between us as to this point, 
that they ought to be furnished with the best instruction that is 
attainable, and both he and I have a right to complain of ministers 
m not following up their own principle, b} giving the necessary 
aid to promote the improvement of the volunteers My honour- 
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cwcra wai made -and I understand it h undecided’ Mill while the- 
discipline of the volunteers doe* and has for months bach to im- 
peratively called for an immediate dr cm on respecting it although, 
this was ot>c of the defects in the volunteer system which govern-. 
tnent promised to cure 

When Wore last Christmas, on application was made to 
tustor* with regard to the confusion which prevailed among the 
yoluotcen, the gentlemen who applied were desired to wait until 
after the Christum rocos« when a digested plan would he brought 
forward by ministers which ahoold remove and prevent the re 
currency of the cnU complained of and communicate to the 
volunteer system nil the perfection of which it aos losccptible 
This digested plan has been laid before the house cad at length 
made its way, after to nous alterations through iu Those alter- 
otions were added in the house of lords and now that it is returned 
to as there is scarcely one foot ore remaining uf the original men 
sure of the well-digested plan of minfstm TV snggejtions 
made to them by othcre they reluctantly adopted and the object 
of those suggestions they in some ins toners have almost defeated 
n» in the case of Uniting the volunteers to pennonent duty and 
applying the gmnm proposed to be given them as bounty which 
tx to be distributed in inch a way as to holdout no inducement to 
the men or benefit to their families 

Ministers have been equally injudiiioci in every other project 
of defence from the army of reserve, to the enrolment of classes 
under the general defence act —an ad which I had tie honour tf 
a largo shore in sug-resting and I lament much that ministers did 
not adopt It at a mere cnHj period but the (act J» that K> far 
from ministers having spontaneously taken any vi-orout proceed 
in b for tho d fence of the country since (he commencement cf the 
war I state broadly that no port of th(* melons for (he inctraie 
of our nubility establishment Lai originated abb tke*». If 
the light honourable gentleman mrans to drey my avertion, 

I shall appeal to the recollection of the botjie whether la Jtrts 
bit when the army ystf mates were under ducurt^o I did 
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fish the right honourable secretary at wai*, after he had finished his 
statement — I did not ask if what he had mentioned comprehended 
all the provision that ministers meant to make for the defence of 
the country ? To this I was answered ill the affirmative, and I 
nccoidingly gave notice of my intention to submit a measure 
founded on the same principle with that of the army of reserve. 
Am, benefit that may have resulted from that measure is not, I 
assert, attributable to ministers, who were quite at a loss what 
course to talc — who knew not, m fact, what measures wcie ap- 
plicable to the dangers of the country. 

I will not dwell on the execution of the aim) of rcsene act, as 
I shall go into that subject \cry fully on Wednesday ne\t, and it I 
•should not then have the good fortune of persuading the house to 
accede to the proposition which I would wish to lime ingrafted on 
the army of reserve bill, in order to provide a constant and regu- 
lar supply of recruits for our regular army, I shall feel an ad- 
vantage m the existence of such a committee as the motion before 
ihe house proposes to establish, as I may thus have an oppoi tu- 
nny of again pressing the project upon the consideration of the 
house , — a project which, if I am able to demonstrate its practica- 
bility for great objects in view-, I am sure that every man will feel 
to be desirable, and all will be ready to give it their concur- 
rence If T can shew that even a small increase can be domed 
from this project to our regular army, it is impossible to doubt 
that any member will refuse it his support The mode proposed 
by ministers to raise any addition to the regular army, to supply 
the suspension of the army of reserve, I confess I cannot under- 
stand They baie not stated any inducement to men to enlist 
beyond eight guineas bounty, and bow they can procure them for 
such a sum, while thirty guineas and more are given for militia 
substitutes, it is difficult to imagine, unless the intention be that 
which no one has yet avowed, because all have been unanimous 
m condemning the practice, viz. that of raising men for rank 
It may be said that this practice has prevailed w’hen I was m 
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power but then the experience of that practice nflorded a com- 
pi etc warning agpimt it I am quite irtdy to declare that I in 
sdrry for the share I had in that moan re and experience coo- 
\ inert me that it ought never agnin to be resorted to Other 
gentlemen have appeared and professed to be equally ndvcnc to 
that manure, and their mfndj matt be of a strange character if 
what they have observed U not sufficient to dissuade them from it 
Nothing can be more absurd than to jnpposc that if they persist 
in the old and soarulakw* practice of crimping, all Its attendant 
frauds and impositions will not return nnd it ii equally absurd to 
fancy tbut only eight guineas bounty will be girco Why not let 
the army of reserve go on along with thb new plan whatever it 
may be ? If offiem arc to run a race together for tank ru I un 
dentand they nrr (for although tbe intention is not avowed m this 
house by minuter* applications am known to be made to and by 
several officen) why take away the competition of the army of 
reserve ? I cannot concetre any thing more irrational, \\ hen a 
new mode of raising recruit* for the regular army h proposed it 
naturally brings to my mind an opinion which f» much dhputed 
and upon which because it is so disputed by some girut military 
authorities, I cannot presume to pronounce a dedJed senti- 
ment I mean tho propriety of raking men for limned service; 
although I certainly should think it tbe more eligible policy and 
best calculated to render the army r espectable and efficient 
However military - objections as to tho difficult) If such a »yv ten 
existed, of supplying our foreign stadons, mou be overcome be 
fore the system be attempted 

As to tbe plan for bringing the Irah militia over here I do not 
approve of Hander existing circumstances No argument can l< 
drawn in favour of web a plan at present from a precedent which 
occurred in quite a ditfemit situation of things- V uh mp'tt to 
the intereban-e of the militias of the t**o countrin it* re are rosny 
physical objections to it that would rrnJrf it a mrx on srry d * 
agreeable to tbe officer* connected with loth mil Us i and b«-rr I 
must notice a rumour whicb has gore abnwd that application 
hsra L-ccn lately mod-* to the pti x.ea of tbe Wat Kent fcj 



1S04 .] 


PARI IAMFX.TARY SPEECHES 


323 


Without the knowledge of their oflicers, to volunteer their services 
for Inland fins practice deserves to be stioogly icprobatcd 
AVliut, to tn> to prevail on men to quit tliui own con 1 -!, witlnn 
halt a d.i\s sail ol the cncinj, to proceed to the distance of 
Ireland 1 

The honourable mmer of the ptoposition tindei debate has 
nlluded, in the course of his speech, to the power which, in my 
opinion, belongs to the crown, to call out the population of the 
country in the cunt of mi invasion ns expressed in the preamble 
to the geneial defence act I porcine, that the honourable gen- 
tleman's sentiment differs from nunc* I do not mean to dneu^s 
this subject at present, but I must observe, that nothing appears 
clearer to me than this proposition — that the state hns a right to 
call on the people to defend it, and that tn the crown, being the 
depositnty of the power of the state, is vested the right of so 
calling out the people upon a gicat emergency This right I 
think I could shew, lrom a series of pieccdcnts, to be recognized 
by the constitution and custom of this countrj , that it is a right 
inherent in the crown to exercise this power, nccouling to the 
necessity of such case as mnj arise, and to he limited by tint ne- 
cessity. The crown, it must be admitted, possesses the power of 
putting an) chstuct of the kingdom under martial law, in ense of 
invasion, subject, however, to that responsibility to which minis- 
ters would be liable for the* abuse of any such power. > 

Upon the respective interchange of the services of" the two 
militias of England and hchind, I think, consideimg the peculiar 
principles on which they are officered, it would put the landed 
gentlemen of both countries to great and unexpected inconveni- 
ence; and therefore would operate injuriously oil that constitu- 
tional establishment. If, however, this interchange of sei vice is 
right at all, it must be on general principles, or on nccount of 
particular and pressing urgency, that supersedes all regular estab- 
lishment, such as arose from the situation of Iieland, when, dur- 
ing the former administration, the English militia volunteered 
their sen ices to that country If the prcscDt ministers do not 
advance any general principle to justify the measure, (and cer* 4 

v 2 
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•tamlyno ifica of urgency presents ttsclfon either side the water j 
•that there ii no ndcesuty i* ofrwotn from the very aigu t n tntr of 
on looter's, for 'they scy, * do not be afraid to *ote with m on this 
Subject, as it I* nfet oar intention to cony it into execution by u 
partial tuvl discretionary measure ") it mutt of course be unjusti- 
'Coble and wrong 'On general principles theyh**e bot nt tempted 
to defend It- Thb last measure of hb Majesty s minuter*, shews 
dearly 'that the regular array is not yet adequate to the ne ce s sity 
of the state, and iropba that means should be taken to incrtam 
it. The method of to doing may be subject to totoc rancty of 
opinion j perhaps I may Dot see it exactly In the same light a* 
the honourable fcenUnnan* yet I do not pcrcrire any mate red 
practical difference 'bclwccn us The general principle and oat 
line Of our national defence appears to mo good, regarding tts ft 
does the regulars, army of reserre, militia tad lolanteer*. 
'Were they lets defensible in principle than they are I ibookl 
'consider them as existing establishments in the present moment 
room agreeable to confirm and im prose than abolish and sub- 
stitute by new 

Thus I declare my opinion on this subject without at thh time 
entering Into a more particular defence of it- With respect to the 
power of the crown to call on every subject under lb dominion 
in case of absolute need this T rake under some form or other 
to be incident to the rcry establlthment of civil society and, to 
fact whenever occasion required ha* teen cxrrriwJ The prin- 
ciple is bowmer limited by at* oeccvity, which scarrdy can 
ante but when tho state of thing* would authorise the crown of 
itself to proclaim martwl lawj and if the constitution should sur- 
mise that urgent state or thing* the cooowUors of hit Majesty 
Would doubtless be as tmmable to cofntftfltKmal mpotrdbU ty 
for that as any other act of their adralrwtmkm A» such b the 
Undoubted right and prerogative of the errmtj f shnuld (hlnkt 
with a sirs* to pcmlblo eraergrccki that tri? Ulirr pn/irMcm 
should, in the present j a art u re a little anlWjute the Jsif/ititfv 
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necessity to which I hnve referred, at least so far as to put every 
man in the mantimc counties, likely to be the seat of the enemy's 
attempt, under the immediate power of the crown, in case of 
actual or imminent danger of invasion. In those counties most 
likely to be the scat of wui, such as Kent, Essex, Sussex) 
Suffolk, Devonshire, Cornwall, and the vicinity of Newcastle, I 
also think a greater proportion of volunteers should be allowed 
than m others, at least so far as the convenience and veluntaiy 
offers of individuals will allow. But I shall not stop here I 
must say, that our naval means are insufficient for our defence; 
and that there is a great deficiency of the means for keeping up 
our navy. Into these points I shall enter minutely, upon some 
future occasion. At present I shall only say, in vindication of 
myself from all the obloquy thrown upon me by officcis, brought 
from distant stations to support the present system, that, as to 
the specific force which I recommended, I did not recommend 
bargfcs, and lighters, and such sort of trash as they reproached 
mo with advising I lecommendcd good stout gun-brigs, and I 
have had the pleasure of seeing gieat activity of late to mciease 
that very species of force. 

Another objection has been made to my system. I recommend- 
ed fortifications, and I have on this account been reproached with 
an attempt to lessen the spirit of the country, and to involve a 
great and unnccessaiy expense. What I recommended was, not 
a general system of fortification, but that, where there were great 
districts possessing groat local bulwarks, there ajudicious mixture 
of art and nature, which, at a small expense m moncj, might 
6pare many thousands of men, would be the best and wisest 
policy I know many places in \v Inch a few thousand pounds ex- 
pended, would give more security than as many thousand men 
could afford. This is obvious to fall military Yuen^ find the system 
is beginning to be acted upon , but at tbe samfi time it must be 
admitted, that it w'as as obvious last summer as it is now. I d6 
not wish, by these observations, nto interfere with the department 
to which this system may seem to 'belong I believe, however, 
that it docs not rest with the department of the commander’ 1 * 
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cbtof lor an) otW but with tbh cAbmeti 1 have dischaijed toy 
duty by dcliTenng this my ajncerc nod urfdwgtiiaed opinion* I 
hope it n not hastily or mcoosidtrately entertained buf sure lam 
that I should consider it treason to tho best interests uf my coun 
try if such as it is I did not openly declare it. 

TTk motion to Kjairrd, 

Ajn *04 

Noa J ajfi 1 

1 1 > 


1 1 

Jpnl 25, JB04 

' I 

Mi fierrrtirjr TarVr hinny pored the o f der of the day tor thl Hoew 
(o go Jaw » committee an cix UH for the Swpenwan of ( the Anny of Re- 
serve act. 

Mi Pitt ro*e, *nd addressed the Haw as folUrwi 1 

In ming Sir to oppose the motion for )onr leaving the chair 
it is Dot m) wah to occupy the attention of the bonse longer than 
up peon to mo absolutely necessary j and therefore J ha\o no de- 
li re to enlarge on topic* connected with the general 'subject, which 
hare in the cotme oflalo debate* undergo no die most ample dlv 
ctmion. Boforo I proceed to the description of the plan of which 
1 have given notice to tbc home on a former day it is my abh to 
soy a faw words on tho nature and complexion of tbc bill which 
it b the object of the right honourable gentleman* motion to bring 
tinder our ccardderauon In a committee As Car u 1 am able to 
understand it the only effect of its-adoptirm would lx to rdiiKitudi 
all chance of tho benefit of that augmentation of nor disposable 
force which In the unanimous opinion of all perwic* in this 
house ought to be the principal otjeci of attention with hi* Ma 
jesty'a government It would be to rehnquhb all ebaaer of the 
.continuance of futarc benefit ammg from a mrume which 
though in many points of ri nr impeded and retard'd ha* hod tb* 
effect of procuring, withiti the spooe of twebe months h more 
considerable aogmentalson of our regular forcr, than tmiU per 
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Imps lime been obtained in any other way, at the time and under 
the circumslanccb in which the measure was earned into activity. 

It appears to me that all these chances of benefit arc given up, 
without substituting in their room any system by which the great 
obj'ect of the augmentation of the legular army is to be obtained 
If I understood the statement of the light honourable secrctaiy 
of state below me, theic were three measuies, bj the adoption of 
which his Majcsty'6 ministers flattered themselves that they would 
be ible to augment the regular disposable force of tne country. 
The first of these measures was, the acceptance of the \oluntniy 
offers of a certain proportion ot the Irish militia to extend then 
scmccs to this countrv. The second measure had in view the 
numncntation of the militia ot Ireland The 1 ist of the measures, 
directed to the great object in view, was the lormatibn of a luinibci 
of new regiments, to be raised independent ot that competition 
which is at this moment admitted to be most fatal to the speedy 
recruiting of the regular army On these iliflerent measures pro- 
posed for the augmentation of our disposable fe>rcc, it is not now 
my intention to enlarge , but I must be permitted to observe, that 
m none of them does there seem to be any thing which is 'at all 
calculated to be effectual in pioducing the completion of this ob- 
ject which, without exception, is admitted to be of the last conse- 
quence m the present circumstances of the empire It is true that - 
a certain proportion of the lush militinlmvc volunteered then ser- 
vices to this country In this offer it is doubtful wbcthei there is 
Jess of policy than of national advantage Before the house can 
admit the policy of receiving such offers, it becomes necessary to 
look a little to the degree in which the interchange of the sei voces 
of the militia of both countries is to be conducted, and I may 
add, whether, in extraordinary circumstances, this mtei change 
ought to be encouraged It cannot, in reason, be denied, that 
such an interchange must depend on circumstances of special 
emergency ; and what I maintain iS, that the acceptance of tho 
voluntary offers of the militia of Ireland, at this time, is not only 
productive of all the evils arising from an undefined interchange 
of services, hut can be attended with none of the advantages arising 

v 4 
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from idch a faewore origin* ting from well co rendered news of 
cattoDal interest Oq the subject of the augmentation of the mi 
htu. of Ireland my opinion* art not by any mean* different It 
will ,not be disputed by iu* RJqjretys minister*, that tbe oflii* of 
extended semce* by a certain proportion of the militia of Ireland, 
depend* for acceptance in a great rwwsure, on tht* iubsrqnmt 
meaiure It u allowed on nil band* that Ireland cannot low 
inch a proportion of tbe menu* of it* defence, without rcceinng 
•cm cth mg like an adequate return We mart nndmiand that tho 
nugroentation proposed 11 meant to form the rotnrn to which I 
bare referred But will any gentleman fn tbl* bon*c for a mo-* 
ment affirm that a mere resolution for the aograentaUon of tbe 
Imh militia will at all coropewate for tbe las* of a coomdcrablo 
proportion of troop*, allowed on all band* to be adequate to tho 
defence of Ireland combined with the regular mllitaiy force I In 
foot Sir If nnm*ter* act cormitcnily the ofTcn of the Irish mu 
Iitm cannot bo accepted unlcw some return be made Jo Ireland 
By the *yitem of augmenting tbe militia, tbi* return cannot bo 
expected for a considerable penod and therefore tho one rrmnare 
ii not only inconsistent with tbe other bat utterly inefficient for 
any object of obtaining a greater drepomble force 

No man will go beyond me in maintaining that tbe militia are 
a constitutional, n reipcctuble and a mo*t useful force when kept 
within proper limit*, and applied to tbe »pecific object of their 
formation. It roust bowertr, be with esery man a quewfon Of 
peculiar jealousy to find the militia coroo in competition with tbo 
regular army under any circumstance*, but more peculiarly under 
the cireumitancr* in which tbe proposed roeufum of mltditor* ne 
cxiuril) placed that competition. They admit that there i* « ne 
ccwlty for the augmentation of the disposable force of tbe cctm* 
try They fix on Ireland as tbit part of tbo empire where tb»t 
disposable force t» to bo more readily procured j and at the time 
they are holding tbl* language, they are determined that the mi- 
lilhi of Ireland *h*Il be to a considerable d«-gire Increased. It 
must Sir appear singular that when the deficiency of the quota 
of the army of roc mi to be forahhrd by Ireland i* materially de- 
3 
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ficient, it should bo proposed to' augment the militia ; — a species of 
force confessedly limited to sen ices less applicable to our present 
circumstances If new levies arc to be made, why are these de- 
ficiencies in the army of reserve, or why are not the new levies 
to lia\c the precedency ? The mischief of competition is allowed. 
The professed object of ministers is to have a disposable foice; 
yc(, with these admissions, the militia of Ireland, allowed on all 
hands to be limited in their terms of semcc, are to counteract the 
now regular levies, for which, on a former occasion, so much merit 
was claimed. It is admitted that, by the measure of the army of 
rcsene, we ha\e obtained a very considerable augmentation of our 
disposable force. In Ireland, it is proposed that the militia shall 
he augmented. On what principle, then, is it that the operation 
of the reserve bill is not suspended in that country ? [Here Mr. 
Yorkc signified that a bill was brought in for suspending the actm 
Ireland ] — If the law is to be preserved in force, on what principle is 
it, that though there are now deficiencies m the army of reserve for 
Ireland, to the amount of 6 or 7000 men, the augmentation of 
the militia is to’ be preferred to this force ? Will it be prefended 
that the augmentation of the miltfia Wall so materially contribute 
to the object in view', as the augmentation of the aimy of reserve, 
from’ which constant supplils for the regular disposable force of 
the country may be burly and reasonabty expected ? It is really 
not easy to ascertain on what ground a force, though not gene- 
rally disposable in the first instance, yet not indisposed to general 
scrviCc, should be lost sight of, while a species of force which, by 
their constitution, is confined to limited sei Vice, should be pre- 
ferred Must the system which ’ministers ha\e so much favoured, 
as calculated to add to the disposable force of the country, be al- 
together abandoned, because it may not have accomplished all 
that was expected from it in their'sanguihe expectations ? I really 
Cannot consider it in any other view’ than as a measure mimical 
to that which ministers hold out to our observation. On the one 
hand, if the militia of Ireland is augmented, the levies for the re- 
gular f army must, in a great m^asuto, be suspended. On the 
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other hand if the levies for the regular force are to be carried 
forward the proposition for augmenting the Irish militia o altoge- 
ther preposterous. The langoage of ministers os that they want 
to hare men at a redaced bounty But how,is it that they cany 
their object into practice? They do not pretend to deny that 
their first object is to have men for disposable purposes and tba 
they hold forth as the object which ought to hanr precedence of 
every other consideration. It a rather curious, however to look 
at the mode in which they reduce the plan to practice They 
wish recruits for the regulars in Ireland and they ate desirous of 
having an nogmentation of the militia in the tame country It H 
in Torn Sir to deny that the competition in these cases n alto- 
gether unequal and that where it is proposed to raise 10,000 ad 
dibonal militia in Ireland the plan of raWn 0 a number of new re- 
giments is quite impracticable and impolitic ( 

On every general principle, then, I do roo«t heartily contend 
that the suspension of the army of res e rv e act is not at all called 
for on principles of necessity of policy or of utility In staling 
tba I wish it to bo fairly understood that my opinion u founded 
on general principles. A great deal of argument will not be re 
ccssary to shew that those who most zealously objected to the 
army of re se r v e, ou n ht hot to agree to the motion now before the 
home If they objected to (he act in consequence of the high 
bounties which it encouraged if they think that tho principle of 
the ballot which it promoted, did not proceed on constitutional 
principles if they are convinced that it did not proceed on con- 
stitutional principles then Sir they surely ca mm t gl e their asvnt 
to the motion now submitted to ocr corntdcrabon If the bill it 
ko ranch liable to censure if It H so little in comorwr.ee with th# 
ppimons of these gentlemen they cannot surely be witohed with 
ihc stispen'ion of inch a measure which acn rdin„ to tbnr own 
principle* ought to be totally repealed. This r* a proposition 
which cannot be foirij denied, and therefore it li tbr lev* txrrssary 
to enlarge on it But Sir if the system of the army of form- 
al now cabling ran be modified j if a description of penom, raH 
nil likely to enter into tho regain array can be brought into b 
mited semcej if tba temporary plan of recruit mg can b»* ma 



1S04.] 


PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 


not 

ooi 

nnged, so as to promote the great end m mcw, without increasing 
either national inconvenience 01 pm nte misery, there will not, I 
nm sure, exist a doubt that such a system ought to meet with 
every degree of suppoit and encouragement If such a system 
can be brought forwaid, it must at least, Sn, be one to which 
the house could not, consistently with their duty, lcfusc their most 
scnous consideration Though, on the piescnt occasion, ob- 
ject in rising was to explain the outlines of such a plan, I do not 
so much flatter my self as to suppose that it will be perfect , but 
at is not too much presumption ‘to imagine that it is a plan not 
.altogether ‘unworthy of the consideration of paihamcnt 

Before I go on very shortly to state to the house the nature of 
the plan, it may not be improper muely to advmtto the grounds 
-on which the suspension of the army of rescue act ought to be 
considered The first question that presents itself is, whether the 
reserve act ought to be suspended, orwhctbn.it might not be mo- 
dified in sucli a manner ns to rendoi its application more advan- 
tageous ? The second question is, whethu, if the idea of suspend- 
ing the act is entertained, this is not too little, and whether, 
if the idea of suspension is at all entertained, the act ought not 
to be totally abolished ? Conceiving these to be the two great 
^ preliminary views of the subject, I hope I shall meet with the 
indulgence of the house, while I state the outlines of a plan, the 
result of long and cnieful examination, the eflcct of digested and 
careful comparison of the wants and cncumstances of the country. 
Without going into any details on the subject, which I shall have 
ample means of doing hereaftci, it will be sufficient for me at pre- 
sent to give an outline of the plan I piopose. Allow me then, Sir, 
to introduce the subject generally, by obsenmg that, under the 
present circumstances of society, under the present extension of 
commerce, updor all the new openings offered to labour in all its 
branches, it is not going t6o far to say that the encouragements 
to enter on a military life must be very materially diminished. 
Looking, then, to the difficulties attendant on the recruiting of 
the army , looking to the difficulties of obtaining men for unh- 
, mited service, compaicd with service for a short period, and on 
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(ended to fl4 000 men. In tins arrangement, I shtrold pnrpo*e 
tlimt there should be an augr&enUtion to the tmy of reserve m 
England of "I 000 and that 4 000 should be the Augmentation 
for Scotland Id sobraitifig this arrangement the h6tne will on, 
demtand that I do not at nUhdlodo to any sodden and ibn^t dn- 
mantlmg of this militnu It a equally Jar from my wish to inter 
Jerc with their progress m discipline AU that I propose h that 
the vacancies In the militia, as they soctcnmly occur not 
he filled op for that species of the public force and one ini pert 
tent advantage of this arrangement would be, that competition to a 
maternal degree would be destroyed By this arrangement the 
number of persons I la bio to the array of reserve would be enlarged j 
and it wo did 'not require maefa labour to shew that by thl* en- 
largement, a very material i advantage would be gamed I may 
•merely call tho attention of the home to the ci pence Co of last 
yttir If 6ut of 37 000 raised by the Uimy of reserve act. Up- 
ward* of $000 according to the ret ana on the fable, bate wlfbw 
considerably less than twelve mouths, volunteered into the regular 
army I am surely not prc*>ummg too much in supposing, that a 
■similar cause would be accompanied with a similar result 

In proposing to tbo homo the permanent establishment of the 
army of reserve, though certainly on a very modified system I am 
sensible that objections may be raodily started against the propo- 
sition, Ilut £ir, let It be remembered that the times in which 
we five ore not ordinary times. When we ore called to encounter 
extraordinary and unprecedented danger* wr muit lay our ac- 
count to submitting to rstroonTraary and unprecedented diflicultfc* 

If we aro called on to undergo gnat men Gera, we mint bar In 
■mind tbo interesting object* which these sacrifice* may enable in 
to defend ami to secure I need not remind the hoaw that «e are 
come to a new tern In the history of nations i that we nr* called 
to struggle for the drat my not of this country akme bat of the 
civ Hired world We most remember that It h not for r *it>clve* 
alom* that we sabrolt to unexampled pmatiom We have f t 
V ursfltc* grral duty of self pn-wrvaifoa to perform j but the 
dat) of the people of Li-gland now h of s nobler and higher 
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■\Vc nrc in (he fn*t place to prqridt for our secui lty against ail 
enemy whose malignity to this country Knows no bouiitls but this 
is not to close .he mows oi the efforts ol our exertion in so sacred 
a cause Amid the wreck amt the misery of nations, it is our 
just exultation, that wc hare continued superior to nil that ambi- 
tion or that despotism could eflcct, nnd our still higher exultation 
ought to be, that wc provide not only lor our own safety, but hold 
out a pr ispcct to nations now binding undei (he non yoke of ty- 
rant)), what the exertions of a tree people can effect , nnd that at 
least in this corner of the world, the name of liberty is still re- 
vered, cherished, and sanctified Viewing thus the pressure to 
winch the measuie I propose may give use, I contend these are 
fair considerations 'lhc object of attention then will be, that 
what is unnecessary shall be removed, that what is oppressive shall 
be mitigated. On these principles my whole plan proceeds. 
Mitigated, how c\ or, as it may be, still the pressme must be severe. 
But let it be remembered, that the object is not only to repel from 

t 

our shores a dungcr that thieatens our existence as an inde- 
pendent nation, but to rcstoic to Europe the chance of regaining 
all that is most dignified in the condition and in the relations of 
civiliml nations To any question of pressure, I contuse that 
is a most satisfactory’ answer with every reflecting mind 

But hue mg said so much on the subject of the pressure atten- 
dant on the plun I mean to propose, I shall now mention generally 
the number which appears to me to be necessary to complete the 
establishment, as the foundation of a regular, permanent, military 
establishment I shall go on the supposition that 60 or 70,000 
men should be kipt up every year, according to the proportion of 
the different counties, regulated on the pnnciplcs ot the ballot 
for the militia establishment. In the detail of the system there 
must of course be a great deal of modification , but I would beg 
leave to state generally’, that, in my r opinion, the regular army 
would receive an addition of 14 or 15,000 men annually, by vo- 
luntary offers. In the first instance, you would be sure to pio- 
•cure a large number of men who could not be otherwise obtained, 
and the same men would be induced to enter the army on the ge- 



rseral principle* of toman nature^ founded on bath and cxpr- 
1 Hence TTie ordinary trcnmuig of tie army would not be im 
peded or interrupted All tie mam* of n defcrmvc and an oflen- 
tive »y*fcm would be umted By following tic iy*tnu wr *hould 
not only be team at home, but be prmidcd with the mc*M of 
holding out hope* for tie restoration of itata now waking under 
ti« totnt odious tyranny It ia* often occurred to me, Sir that 
the lodiacnminato manner in which Toluaiecnng from the army of 
yeaerre haj hitherto been allowed u htghly rmnotu to the beat in 
tcTCiti of the army By the plan which I wiih to propose, a cer 
lain degree of *h*pe and conmtcncy would be gireo even to thfl 
volunteering from the army of merve into the regular army 
"What I would ta the firit Imtance inggwt woald be that the 
quota fumbhed by each pamh and count) ihould be attached to 
jtho com** ponding regiment ia C real Bntain or Ireland If tbit 
plan were once reduced to practice, and JudWoutU acted on, I 
have no doubt that one of the greatest o Intacta to the recruiting 
would be moored. It h otnioos, that by auch a plan all the In 
flue nee of dotnejtic fcclrng and local connexion wcmld be obtain 
rd if tbeue entering Into the army of reaervo were connected 
with tbo particular regiment for which the) muit feel a peculiar 
predilection. But Urn would not happen alone In the case of re- 
cruit* attached to old battalion* If *upplementary battalions 
were formed, the nine effect* would mult from the nine corotdcf 
utiom. Similar feelings betwixt both battalion* would be en 
cau raged and similar ardour would be croatcd. But Sir the 
good effort* if wch an arrangement, would not be »o Cmited It 
will Dot be denied that the pment system of lndi*cnmlnato>oluu 
teenug from the army of reserre r* extreme)) discouraging to the 
oIBcrr* employed In drilling the raw recruit*. After he ha* waited 
all hi* labour in banging the men to tome Lliwl of perfection, I 
put it to the candour and the good acme of the boon* whether It 
jnust not be painful to the feelings of any man to thmL that ell hb 
labour b to pan wltbotu reward that thov whom be ba* prepared 
to adranee Into the field nxr to follow the banner* of tome other 
fader It b col, boacccr Sir, n a painful coed dr ration ibaC tbr* 
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indiscriminate system of volunteering is to be reprobated. It is 
evidently calculated to undermine all discipline as well as 
attachment to officers If soldiers are attached to officers this 
feeling cannot be of long duration, because the connexion 
is hardly formed before it is dissolved. If, on the other hand, 
soldiers arc dissatisfied with their commanders, they know 
that while indiscriminate -volunteering is allowed) they ha\e the 
speedy prospect of retiring from the control of men whom they 
may choose to detest and to calumniate But, Sir, if the system 
I rccommed were followed, nil these evils would be done awa\. 
Knowing that their connexion with their officers was of a perma- 
nent nature, the men would learn both awe and regard , and the 
officers, firmly attached to their recruits, would spare no time to 
render them perfect in all the duties of a military life The con- 
sequences tlint would result from this system are obvious We 
should have the men in an intermediate stale more efficient for the. 
purposes of defence, and we should have them more disposed to 
enter into the regular disposable force of the country. If a 
thousand regular troops were wanted, we should have a thousand 
troops of the reserve perfectly qualified to supply thur place for 
every purpose of internal defence. We might have men for limited 
service, but then the} would be under officers of no limited views ; 
men who had seen Service m every part of the globe, and who 
knew most peifcctly to qualify men to advance into the field of 
battle, with that confidence which is the best pledge of success. * 
Indeed, in a short time the whole of your defensive foicc would 
thus become as good and efficient as your regular force , by that 
means the men will, as it were, become worth double thur num- 
ber, with a view to the defence of the countrj * they will be 
changed in a short tune to ready-made soldier*, while, at the 
same time, the plan of regular recruiting may be enlarged and 
made more effectual. It thus unites several advantages in every 
point of view, unless in so far as the mode in which it is to be 
raised may increase a competition. (Considering, however, the 
numerous benefits to be derived by the adoption of such a plan, 
perhaps gentlemen may consent to admit of a certain degree of 
VOL iv. z 



ntr*l principles of human nature, founded on baJblt ind erpo- 
' nervee Tlio ordinary recruiting of the army woold no< be un 
peded or Interrupted All the mean* of a defensive and an oftn- 
tivt syitrm would be united lly following the system wr should 
not only bo secure at borne, but he prmfded with the mesns of 
holding out bopca for the restoration of states now unking under 
thamost odious tyranny It has often occurred to Tne 6ir, that 
tbe indl sen tomato manner in which to! uni coring from tho army of 
xeeerrc ha* hitherto bom allowed is highly rmnotu to tbe beat In- 
terests of the army By the plan which I wi«h to propose a cer 
tain degree of shape and consistency would be given even to the 
Tolcmtccnng from tbe army of roerre Into the regular army 
"What I would In the first instance suggest would be, that the 
rquotn famished by each pc rah and .count) tbcruld be attached to 
tho corresponding regiment in Great Britain or Ireland Jftbu 
plan were once reduced to practice, and jodiciomlv acted on I 
bare no doubt thnt odo of the greatest obstacles to tbe recruiting 
would be removed. It Ij obsious, that by *uch a plan all the In- 
fluence of domestic feeing and local connexion would be obtain 
cd if those entering into the army of reserro were connected 
with tbe particular regiment for which thc\ muit feel a peculiar 
predilection But thb would not happen alone la the case of rc 
crulta attached to old battalion*. IF supplementary battalions 
were formed, the same effect* would mult from thr time consider 
attain. Similar feelings betwixt both battalion* would be en 
couroged and similar ardour mcrald be created But Sir th« 
good efforts >f such an arrange merit, would not be to limited It 
•111 not bo denied that the present system of lmh»cnmlnate «4on 
leering from the army of reserve H cxtrrmely dbcuunrnng to the 
oEerrs rm ployed In drilling the raw recruits. After he has waited 
all bis labour In bringing the men to seme Lind of perfect ton, I 
put it to tbe candour and the good setae of the hoaw whether It 
must not be palnfal to tbe feelings of any man to think, that all hn 
labour is to pa*s without reward that those whtaa be hs* prepared 
to adraoce Into tbe field are to follow the Lanocn of some other 
cider It fa not, however Sir, a a painful consl dr ration that thn 
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indiscriminate system of volunteering is to be reprobated. It is 
evidently calculated to Utidcrlnine all discipline as well as 
attachment to officers If soldiers are attached to officers this 
feeling cannot be of long duration, because the connexion 
is hardly formed before it is dissolved. If, on the other hand, 
soldiers arc dissatisfied with their commanders, they know 
that while indiscriminate volunteering is allowed, they ha\c the 
speedy prospect of retiring from the control of men whom they 
may choose to detest and to calumniate But, Sir, if the system 
1 rccommed were followed, nil these evils would be done away. 
Knowing that their connexion with their officers was of a perma- 
nent nature, the men would lcam both awe and regard , and the 
officers, firmly attached to their recruits, would spare no time to 
render them perfect in all the duties of a military life The con- 
sequences that would result from this system are obvious We 
sliould have the men in an intermediate state more efficient for the. 
purposes of defence, and we should have them more disposed to 
enter into the regular deposable force of the country’. If a 
thousand regular troops wero wanted, wc should have a thousand 
troops of the reserve perfectly qualified to supply thur place for 
every purpose of internal defence Wc might have men for limited 
sen ice, but then they would be under officers of no limited views , 
men who had seen Service in every part of the globe, and who 
knew most peifcctly to qualify men to advance into the field of 
battle, with that confidence which is the best pledge of success. ' 
Indeed, in a short time the whole of yoiu defensive foice would 
thus become as good and efficient as your regular force , by that 
means the men will, as it were, become worth double their Hum- 
bci, with a view to the defence of the country* they will be 
changed in a short time to ready-made soldier', while, at the 
same tune, the plan of regular recruiting may be enlarged and 
made move effectual. It thus unites several advantages m every 
point of view, unless in so far as the mode m which it is to be 
raised may increase a competition. (Considering, however, the 
numerous benefits to be derived by the adoption of such a plan, 
perhaps gentlemen may consent to admit of a certain degree of 
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‘eomprbtion, fttmg that jt will be materially narrowed, K ap« 
.t*** 3 clearly to my mind that by the plan I have suggested, the 
airudvantageout corn pet (turn in the recruiting of (be regular army 
xfll be avoided Aa the ballot js now regulated, if It fall* upon h 
JK^wn whose engagements m life, or other circumstances, render 
it unfit that be ‘should sene ho must find a substitute and do 
( lnnlt osMgttoj to the stun be must guo to procure one he is to 
sacrifice, perhaps ,40/ or 50 / and expose himadf and bis family to 
num rons pn rati on* not for tbo benefit of the state but from th* 
impolitic plan adopted to supply lu exigencies. The effect a ob- 
nuin it baa occasioned a specie* of mbicnption club which 
comerti the matter into n wrt of parochial rote by which th* 
Important military date of recruiting a committed to paruh of 
ficrcf* Instead of bein 0 intrusted to officers who ore competent to 
discharge It nrxl being In *ucb hands they bid against each 
oilier without limit or discretion to tbo otter nun of the wmee 
YYbnt J hare prppotod require*, that if the person on whom tht 
ballot falls wlH not sene be shall pay n certain moderate fixed 
aum but if he irnr-s, then he shall receive the sornc amount he 
would otherwise pay Another precaution in the schema b, that 
the auUiitota should bo found by the pnruh and not by the indi- 
vidual, end further, the person so prodded W to be taken from th* 
hundred and not from the great market tosw» unlcn under tb* 
predicament I shall pn-cntly explain The bounty given wjll 
also according to these arrangements, be examined by the magis- 
trates of the respective countin' who will present siuy drmtieo 
Jrom the limit* prescribed lykra It mil immediately occur on 
th r >kw of Ibis pl»n that there will be no possibility of surp«s* 
sin^ the bountj and from the local limitation, that there will be 
po danger of imcrJering n place* of ex tenure population with ti* 
T't railing of the regular arm) 

Tbe r xt eomidrraiiOD to which I mpieit the pttenlum of th* 
LouH“ b< the supply of thexacnnc) or to preside fur three ct^r* 
where tbo hundred can procure no jolvti utr which inability may 
accrue from a great variety cf causes In suth cum roil -ram 
the boo4y n to lx mode on* to the ccl^nrk who is to p*y 
WatJ *si 4 U so i* «m* for tL* » ra lnuttd icnio* U re- 



h04v] 1 PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. SS9 

quires ; that is, that the recruiting parties he employs are to pro- 
cure men for this particular service , and 'regulating the quantum 
of bounty ‘to the nature of the 'duty, no peiniciouS competition will 
anfee, as the larger bounty will alwajs be given foi enlisting into 
the regular army There must, in a cOuntiy like this, where the 
sources Of comfort and enjoyment in life are so well understood) 
be a gieat variety of peisons who will enlist for a much smaller 
'bounty into a temporary service, but who w'o'uld not, for any 
emolument whatever, engage for life m a hnhtary occupation 
Thus, I conceive, I leave undisturbed the mode of lecruitmg novV 
employed, and I add a new riiocle which I will presume to be caw 
pablc of doubling the supply fiom the ordinary sources 

Such, Sir, is the nature of the plan , the tendency, 1 flatter 
myself, is to improve and enlaige the regular army, by presenting 
novel cvpcdients foi the purpose, and then to conduce essentially 
to the means of internal defence, and external warfare It has 
been justly complained, that the measures for this purpose lately- 
resorted to, so matenally interfere with each other, that they suc- 
cessively obstruct whatever is adopted it has been my endeavour 
to avoid tins error, and to combihe the several parts of this exten- 
sive system in such a way, that a mutual co-operation may bq 
produced, and that wdiat is good and eligible in itself may be ren- 
dered better and more desirable by this connexion Objections 
have been stated to the introduction, at this time, of any gieat 
scheme of impiovement in the service it is, however, true that 
the moment of public difficulty is often the crisis of public im- 
provement , the sense of danger inspires men with a portion of zeal 
and enthusiasm which enables them to surmount the obstructions 
by which they are surrounded, and they are capable of performing 
what, under other circumstances, they could scarcely contem- 
plate 'What is now 7 recommended seems to me beneficial, whe- 
ther the country he exposed to the honors of war, 01 is in the 
enjoyment of the blessings of peace In the present circumstances 
of Europe, should hostilities terminate, the permanence of such a 
situation would depend upon the respectable state of your peace 
establishment, more than on any other circumstance this I felt- 
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hnd X recommended cm a recent occasion tie necesdty of pre- 
fcnmg a competent force By the pretent proposal, this advan- 
t»ge would be teen red 1 a body of men, with liberty to recruit into 
the regular army would be provided and, without airy Irdlot 
10 or 15 000 recruits would be ready to supply the rank* iu the 
troops of the hoe, and able to act ulth them on the most difficult 
•ernce without disgracing their companions m the Md of danger 
If all err any of these benefit* bo unavoidably connected wi(L the 
ukvuuit the boose I am jure will he disposed to give It an at 
ten Live consideration j but I am Car from having exhausted al! it* 
merit*. By the plan it appear*, that the offiem attached to thaw 
provisional troop* would be those who are roost capable of bring 
log ihdr discipline to perfection, and in consequence they mil be 
much more nwdy to act with the troops of the liar than the *up 
plies from the militia, or from the arm) of reserve It will not be 
ncemary to abandon the found maxims of *tate policy, bv mhkh 
the militias of Great Britain and Ireland are confined to tliclr tsa 
tivo territory and the disposable force of the country may be du 
tnmed to tbcwo tituatxuB wherxj It* gallantry and conduct mil 
redound roost to the advantage and glory of the cotxnUy I have 
Sir, ou all tbe*e ground* thought it right to remt your Irtxihg the 
chtur to convrrt this bouse Into a committee for iho Com! demU on 
of the propriety of suspending the bill of the army of rrsme i and 
I hope It will not be thought that on a qmutlonor this magnitude 
] haru intruded too much oa vour indulgence 

Mr Plutmetioawfsrt^cvTnlt 

Aya »oj 

Non t|0* 


a TL* wndl majority la txrccr cX i he rrucartr wn ntcrrjd Vf so bv* 
jnfdwtr ctiogt fa» tit Majesty govrmairBt. Tfcr p'tr .SXcburtrwioc w*s 

CMdfMtil St f S««l i 

CiVurt B>fi(Jtfrr» 

. .. — \rkaLerJ»fd Trtuary *o4 ClustiC** 

r.'j'a n«. Kj-. r.t. ) .([t.niVft 

1>uVx d rentoJ IYr*LhMdttuCc«,a 
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Mr Pitt, conformably 'to the notice he had given, rose to submit to the 
House his proposed' plan for maintaining a permanent additional force — 

In entering upon the subject 'which it is now my duty tp bring 
forward, I feel, Sir, a peculiar satisfaction in being enabled to state, 
that the principle of the measure which .1 shall have the honour 
of proposing, seems to be pretty unanimously agreed on. Not 

- - Lord Chancellor 

- - Lord Privy Seal 

- - First Lord of the Admiralty 

- - Master General of the Ordnance. 

} Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment 

- - Ditto for Foreign Affairs 

} Ditto for the Department or War and the 
Colonies 

} President of the Board of Control for 
the Affairs of India 

- - Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 


Lord Eldon -------- 

Earl of Westmoreland - — 
t Lord Viscount Melville - - 
Earl of Chatham — - - - - 

Lord Hawkcshury - - — - 

Lord Harrowby ------ 

Earl Camden - -- - - - 

Lord Castlercagh ------ 

Lord Mulgravc - ------ 


Not of the Cabinet. 

Right Hon William Dundas - - Secretary at Wan 
Right Hon George Canning - - Treasurer of the Navy 

Right Hon George Rose \ Joint Paymasters of his Majesty’s Torcej 

Right Hon. Lord Charles Somerset J 

Duke of Montrose \ joint Postmasters General 

Lord Charles Spencer - -- - — j 

William Huslasson, Esq 1 Sficretanes of Ac Treasury 

William Sturges Bourne, Esq - - J 

Sir William Grant - - - Master of the Rolls. 

Hon Spencer Perceval ----- Attorney General. 

Sir Thomas Manners Sutton - - Solicitor General. 

Earl oF Hardwicke ------- Lord Lieutenant 

Lord Redesdale - -- -- -- - Lord Chancellor f ^ Ireland, 

Sir Evan Nepean ------- Chief Secretary C 

Right Hon Laac Cony- - - - - Chancellor of the Exchequers 

3 3 
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only those gentlemen v.ho ha.ro hitherto appeared to hart turned 
thar attention roost to the military defence^ of the count!) butgen- 
tleraen on every ride of the house, hare expressed very plainly that it 
it thetr clear and decided opinion that it is Dorr Important and necc*. 
sary to dente those means winch may be the moat effectual for increas- 
ing not only our internal strength ondrecunty,bnt also for consider 
ably ftugmcntingour regular army Itrecmstobetheunirdmcxawuh 
of the country that we rhould have such a regular army o» would be 
sufficient to take advantage of any hi vo arable drcunwtonco which 
might occur in the course of the war and which now and, at, 
all time*, might bo sufficient for preserving to the country thnt 
Tank which it has hitherto held among the nations of Europe 
Being, then, to uni ru moody agreed upon the gi-nernl principle, 
we bare now only to direct our best effort* to cany it Into cxccu 
tton, and to consider by what mean* this nocetsaiy augmentation 
of oar regular army enn bo effected with the least possible Incon-j 
Tcnience or hardship to individuals, and without weakening those 
measurer which hare been adopted for the Internal defence and to* 
Canty of tho country 

Without entering at largo into the principle of the mrtnurr* 
which hare been already adopted for the defi nee of the country I 
thall observe generally that the object of the plan which I pr h 
pose i i id the first place to do away those obstacle* which ore in 
the way of the recruiting for the rcgulararmr and which In a 
great rocoiurr oue their birth to that competition which now prr 
soils among those who recruit Sot the regular army and tb(r*e 
vho recruit for a more limned drscri] turn of imicr, fiom *hirh 
competition the lx unties ore now in hr 0 b In lhe second place 
I propov* xv t only to do away tho>c obstacle* which now cm t 
to the lecruitmg for the regular army Let lo creole a r* w *ddl 
tiunal force that may be a perron bent* f undation fra rr'nUr 
incrrowi of crar army Ami th thir 1 object re t a Joj t a fP 1 
f r creating a ft rcr which wtil i it wdl produce the d iredcuct 
offurtn bin rwruii for tl erc-uhr army will al*ow» Or partake 
of the benefits of n regular army, as to rentbv oar troops cf the Lc» 
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a more disposable force for militan suucts out of the kingdom, 
winch the', cannot be, whilst eh mud down, us at present, loi our 
home di finer. 

Wlnt I lime further to suggest, mns he comprehended under 
three ln*i(h. fint, .is to tin nnotun ol tlx foicc to he r.usul ; 
secondly, the description ot that f<»iu nit luding its liniitntion of 
ferwcc, and thirdh, the mode hy which it u pioposed to be 
raided and n'lunt.uin d 

1 mt, with r C'-prct to the amount of tin force, ami here nn oh- 
jeit is onl) to piopose souk ih.< u eul itions, with the mcw of 
rendering more uroductne those ugul ilium wlndi the hgislature 
has nlicads n ndt Ms tint propos d ]< } th .t, in idditmn to all 
the force ill rend \ raised l>v tlu ait of lc-orsc . measures ho tiken 
to cnfoice the comph lion, and m iki good the delicicuccs in the 
amount ol the quota enjoined to he raise d under th it act The 
amount of tine dr ficicncs mu\ piobubh be hi tween Sami 9,000 
men borne dime uh\ oi eurs in .ucert, lining the c\nct amount ; 
hut, In e' i n inturm itmn and ictui n, 1 am pi rsiuulid it dots not c\- 
cud 9,000 nun M\ fint olqei t ,h< n n, that such di ficionn shall 
be mnd< good, nnd dint undi rstich ugn! itinns as I shall aft i ru uds 
detail hi) next proposition isumndtdon ndi-m nt lemiung 
tlu militia to ns am lent ostatil shn cut of 10,Ono mi n for Engl md, 
and S,000 for Stotlmd. exclusive of tin supple mi ntnry nulitm , 
not tint I im an to propo e am immediate reduction, but onl) to 
interfere so far as that foiei is not complete M\ ulcais, that 
what remains due should be raised forthwith, and mined to the 
additional force nov pioposnl to be created. I understand there 
arc about 7,000 men wanting to complete thetstabh lime nt of the 
militia of England to the number of 00,000 M hat I piopose is, 
that tins dcfiucnc) should be raised and transferred to the tun) of 
resen c. I would also propose, with legal d to the \acancus in the 
militia, now existing, or that mu) occur, that, instead of tin u being 
supplied, no means should betaken to fill up these dcfieiences till 
the scale be induced to the number of 40,000 

So far, then, my plan goes to the ixlcnt of 9,000 men icmain- 
ingto be lnised for the aimy of icscnc, and 7,000 lor the nnlitm 

z 4 
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plin propose* to trarafor a portion of that forcr alrtady 
votcd to this which is to be raised and that ihn force th*M be 
completed subject hmrcnr to a change to the mode of corapletitjg 
it. Supposing then, that wc hare succeedrd in ramng the whole 
timt b now doe to these two sorts of force I wish also to add what 
was Dot contained in the original act of reserve but which apperrs 
to be necessary in order to render tiib force available io a.* to set 
the regular army at liberty and to render it a deposable force 
and fit to act m a manner suitable to the station which thb conn 
try ought to maintain amongst the powers of Europe I would 
propose then that in proportion as any of thb force shall ertiut 
into the regular arrav whatever be the number of vacancies thus 
occasioned they shall be distributed In order to their bcin^ filled 
up nraongn the several counties, anJ by the same quotas which 
arc already fixed according to the population of the rmpedhe 
counties i but wuh thb proviso, that the number thus to be raised 
shall in no ease exceed one sixth part of the whole force so to be 
created This I calculate, would produce a supply of recruits 
for the regular army of not less than 15,000 men. It appears 
from accounts which have been received that the number of those 
who have thus recruited into the regular army from the other forces, 
has been about 13,000 men. It has been thus fiuml by experi- 
ence that roan) will afterwards embark in the regular Service oftrr 
being used to a roibury lifi. who wouJJ not it first engage in suit 
other than* limited sernce Thin bv tram frmn„ what Isdue 
to the miUtia for Croat Britain (which ifrumphtr should amount 
to "4 000 this being the namU r parliament hns already agreed to 
raise) to this new <tvoted fi ice mjj n t * d'uudfral le namt^f b* - 
reasonably expected to accrue from tbence to cur regular army f 
And thus mo) iv-fthe propped phn ml only juror «4 anta;ri>ai 
in she first instance to incTrav mif ruticnil d -frnrr l^t 
sufopted with a sb-w to f rmingnprnur n» nvleCVanoos jstrm 
£ r therrcruitm^ v( m r regular am) f If 1 £sif 1 mj-lf Jt 
this mrsrorr still ipjvtr ftriKjtamwit tt J enpi nibs r n 
r f it cCImp^ 1 lt , y to cJ an in^is i » “■ oaf r *r ifaug 
r'-ntie,, tear o J<Tab.«c\trr t*e rp. Its ii' + c } 
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The other point to which I refeired m locommcndation of this plan 
is, that of its removing the present existing obstacles to therigu- 
lar mode of recruiting These obstacles are those w Inch arise from 
the competition between the scscnll species of force, and from the 
high bounties which are now gi\en to raise men for the awnyof 
reserve As long ns the system shall be allowed to prevail, of call- 
ing upon any person to serve either by himself, or by pa)ingn. 
hear) fine, as individuals are liable to undei the cMSting laws, so 
long it is impossible to hope, during a time of war, to induce the 
bounties within moderate terms Any person not finding a sub- 
stitute is liable to a fine of 20/ and that during ever) succeeding 
)car , the parishes also are liable to a 1 nc of 20/ at cnch quarter 
sessions till the vacancies shall be supplied The powerful motive 
thus pressing both upon individuals and panshesto free themselves 
from such a burden, induces them to offer high bounties to obtain 
substitutes I do not mean, however, to call in question the ougt- 
nal policy of the act of the army of reserve, under the existing 
emergency , but I cannot consider it as one intended for a perma- 
nent measure. My w ish then is, that we may possess the adv antage 
resulting from the original measure, but that we may gu.u d, at the 
same time, against the incomcmcncy which has been collateially 
introduced. I wish, therefore, to propose a mode of ballot less 
burdensome, by imposing a moderate fine, and excluding those on 
M hom the ballot sh ill fall fiom every temptation to oiler extraor- 
dinaiy bounties But, at the same turn, my proposal maintains 
t}ie principle, that the person shall cither serve or fine If the per- 
son declines to serve, it is proposed that the ballot shall go on , hut 
if no such person willing to serve, noi substitute can be found by 
the individual, then the parish shall be bound to provide, butguaid- 
ing, at the same time, that no higher bounty shall be ofieied than 
that winch is already fixed by law. I piopoxc that the call to be 
made on each county for the supply of this force shall be m pro- 
portion to its population, and aceoubng to the r.'«ulatiom nKndy 
framed in the acts for raising the militia, and the aim) of uoeru, 
and that the deputy lieutenants shall urrange the numbers to be 
raised in each division. But where individuals arc unwilling to 
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kerfe personally then the parishes shall be obliged t6 raiw the jpm 
fied number I mean to suggest that tUo mean* of recruiting be re- 
ferred to the parish officers, to those who may be supposed to bare 
acquaintance and a degree of mfloenco in their rcspecti e para ha 
and I would propose thof,tnihe event of hxhndatU being fin ed,ih eh. 
parubc* shall incur no pecuniary burden whatever and I wish th» 
fine not to bo considered in the nature of a tax as it i? called for only 
ai the price of service It a by no means ray desire to convert th» 
inaptitude for service into any medium of taxation nor to call for 
public contributions. Therefore if persona, in their tespective 
parishes, can bo lndnced, throughout every part of the Llngdoa 
to influence their neighbours to como forward I consider that it 
ought to lie with tho state to find the means of paying the men 
thus to be brought forward and that tho recover general of tbo 
lend Ux be empowered to advance the money It is only in the 
event of default, and tho parish not finding recruits in proportion 
to its population, that I propose the fine shall fall upon it bat at 
the same time that the certain and moderate fine which tbcysbsfl 
be required to pay shall be earned to the general recruiting fund 
The effect of thfs measure l thini will bo to nflord a strong In 
dutcraent to parishes to procure men if men can be found and 
there cun b« no doubt in my mind that tho local acquaintance, 
the tncrtioiB and influence, which parbh officers may b« supposed 
to have will be found a much better means of producing the forca 
wanted than a general loose system of recruiting. Add to which 
that whatever be the advantage gained by the method now su„ 
gested it will bo gtuned without any sacrifice of the other means 
of general recruiting either of those now in use or which may 
hereafter be adopted Tho benefit accruing from tbU measur* 
maybe folly expected to result from it whilst we are adored that 
tho I unities to*bc granted will not be « large ns theee given to re- 
mnl* fur the regular stint I confess therefore that I fccl son 
puny In my expectation that the general oullinc of t! it tneaiur# 

must rrcclt thegrrurnl opprvbation of nil whoare an loos to 1m 

prove our means for osrnbltvblng and Increasing our regular army 
and must particularly meet with the approbation of eviry gentlv 
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man, who is convinced that it is needful that the obstacles to the 
reciuiting service ought to be removed, or at least diminished. 
This plan furnishes a consideiable prospect of increasing the army, 
and at the same time of diminishing the hardships which the coun- 
try has already suffered fiom the present method of recruiting. 
At all events the trial ought, in my opinion, at least to be made, 
because it can be done without liazaid to any other system, on 
which, I am apprehensive, we must exclusively ielj r , if this plan 
be not adopted I have no doubt, but that, by rigidly enfoi cing 
the provisions of the army of reserve, an addition might be raised, 
at the same time, I believe that the measure I wish now to pro- 
pose is as likely to be effectual, and with less hardship, whilst it 
appears to me bettei calculated to increase oui regular army, and 
remove those heavy fines,' high bounties, and othei inconveniences, 
which result from the present system of recruiting 

Thirdly , If, however, the case should happen, that the parishes 
should not be able, with the bounty found them by government, to 
raise the propoition of men, the next question will be, how is the 
quota to be supplied ? I pioposc tlmt, m this case, the command- 
ing officer of the distiict shall be empovveicd to raise the deficien- 
cies, by means of regulai reciuiting, and that lie shall pay the same 
bounty to the men thus raised as the parishes were to have dbne, 
but less than what is allowed to lccnuts foi the regular ai my In 
this case, I think it is probable that, in laige manufacturing towns, 
there may be found a uumbei of poisons willing to enlist fora 
limited service, and who may be afterwards induced to go into the 
, regular army As this part of the lecruiting scivice will be under 
the direction of the officeis of the army, with the bounty fixed, 
and less than that allowed foi lecruiting the lcgular army, it can- 
not induce persons to enter into this species of foi ce, who might 
otherwise be disposed to enter the legular aimy , but it may induce 
persons to enter, m the first instance, for a limited service, who, 
after being accustomed to the habit of a military life, may after- 
waids feel disposed to volunteer into the regular forces Thus, 
this part of the plan proposes one great advantage , whilst, if it 
should fail, it can produce no disadvantage I think that n\y 
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plan mil afford a. considerable alienation to tbc hardships which 
the country has sufSerrd since the w»r that h will render the call 
effectual which has been already math- upon the country j and 
at the same tune that it mill enforce the mtninrc* already adopt 
ed, but by modes more element than those before thought oC 

AVith respect to those ports of the country which hare become 
liable to henry fines for not haring made good the entire comple- 
ment of men required of them it is to bo considered that, as tbc 
law now stands orrery parish h Imblo to be aasc»cd for ertry 
quarter of a year \ and for every man that u found deficient, to 
softer those penalties to be exacted and judgments Inflicted I 
think would be an act of considerable seventy j at the saroo time, 
it will he more cheerfully submitted to if it be stated that they 
may free themselves from these fines by raising the men re 
quired according to my plan. 1 think that where there is an ac- 
cumulation of fines, and these fines not enforced when they took 
place it would be unfair on the part of the public to enforce 
than If it be found that there is any difficulty m the act for on 
forcing tho payment of them as soon as they become due- Hut It 
appenrs that in tbc practical execution or the act, various difficul 
ties bavo occurred in the way of enforcing the penalties The 
commanding officer bo* been unable to make out the necessary 
certificates in time to shew the icsticc* at their quarter wvikim 
Therefore we are not to wonder nor be discouraged If the net 
should not have reached its foil effect And when It a considered 
that unco the war we hare hod to raise both the array of reserve 
and also to make a condderablu inemne to the mflitls no argu 
ffimt can be brought to prove that a more successful call may not 
be made upon those parts of the country that haic hitherto ben 
found deficient and that by mcasurrs lew oppressive and at the 
tame time more calculated for giving it effect in a summary ex 
pod it tom, and effective manner 

I have now farther to propose that the form to be rawed be 
subject to the same limitation of service a* the arrov of reserve h, 
namely for five years, or during the continuance of the vr»r and 
for six months uPex lbr terrains two tf it and thjt, wbtl l tlt-v 
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continue m corps of such a description, the} shall- not be liable to 
be called out for foreign scruce. Then, as to the manner of ar- 
ranging this force, nothing appears to rile better calculated to 
render it serviceable, as a medium of recruiting for the regular 
army, than the plan of annexing the whole of it, in the form of 
second battalions, to the regulai army. The house, Sir, are, I 
am persuaded, sufficiently aware of the sort ot connexion that 
must be formed between the two battalions attached to each other 
m the manner I propose. The promotion of officers must, of 
course, be reciprocal, and indiscriminate The consequence of 
this will lie, that a constant interchange between the two bat- 
talions will be taking place. The officer rn the second battalion, 
while he is employing Ins labour to complete bis men in discipline, 
thinks that he may soon meet them m another situation, and reap 
the reward of his labour by leading them with honour against the 
enemy. The soldiers, on the other hand, arc animated to the 
discharge of their duty by this reciprocity of services They can- 
not .hope to escape from their present commanders, who perhaps 
may haveTjcen the witnesses of their negligence, their carelessness, 

. 01 their want of spirit. They have before them the prospect of 
being under the' command ot the same officers, under other cir- 
cumstances, and, thoiefore, they are anxious to avoid that sort 
of unmihtary or criminal conduct which may subject them to the 
censure of their officers, or expose them to the contempt of then 
fdlovv soldiers It is to be recollected, too, Sir, that a certain 
degree of affection and attachment must arise out of the sjstem 
winch I am now endeavounng to recommend It is in the very 
nature of things, that the intercourse arising out of such a con- 
nexion must be followed b} attachment The interchange of 
fiabits must beget some degree of affection A kind of family 
feeling must be, created m the whole body We have seen that 
•out of 30,000 men raised last year, 10,000 were induced to join the 
regular arm), though scattered and disjointed over the whole 
mass of the regular troops m this country. How much more 
powerful, Sir, must such a feeling be, when the connexion be- 
tween first and second battalions is so close and animating as that 
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which I have now described ? Id the one Coo there was no pre- 
vious tre of attachment la fbo other there will be all the in 
flaende of known habit*, feelings, and manners, 
v. The plan winch with the leave of the bouse I wish §tr to 
submit to their consideration trill I trust, appear to have the* 
additional advantage that whilst it formshei the means of recruit 
,ng the regular army it will also render your internal force mom 
complete respectable and capable bf answering Che end in new 
•—tho defence of the country ‘ Ilcro then it stands Tccomacnded, 
on the ground of its being tho best in point of economy and nx 
tional policy for it will improve tho quality of jour internal forct^ 
and mako one mnn oqunl to ubat two were before. This [lan 
has the farther effect of rendering your regular army much more 
capable of being n disposable forco than what it would otherwise 
be, whilst wo bhcmld hare to depend not only npon the iramberk, 
but oh the quality of our troops Whatever aid we may justly expect 
to den™ from tho \onotu, species of our present existing internal 
force, and from nono more than from the numerous and highly 
fcspcctnble body of voluntocrtj yet it h agreed on all Banda, 
that it would not bo safe to trust the defence of tbo country en- 
tirely to those who > whatever loyalty and real they hare dis- 
covered and eren train! n 0 they bore had yet hare never had an 
opportunity of teeing actual aeivitc and who agree lb thinking 
that some portion of experience, and prime military service are 
necessary lo pro efl ct to their laudable exertions. Dot adopt 
Tho plan which with tho leave of the house I mean to bring 
Jbra ard, and you will not then be under the ne ctiiity of chaining 
down any great part of tho regular army 
The explanation which I hare now given to the bocic nearly 
compn bends nli that appears necessary for me to say at prrsi nt, 
by way of the first dendopraent of ay proposed plan for the 
better defence of the country hly object then is to reduce lit* 
militia which now conu sts of 71 000 ram. to it* former aublUtf- 
nsent j and the new force oboist to Lc created, will be a ttoit i im- 
portant accession to the coord ry and will become a great scores 
for the recruiting service It nil! iLkj bare the cfcct otrroderfo- 
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-the array completely disposable, nor can it obstruct any improve- 
^inents which may be thought necessary m our military establish- 
ment Now, as to the proposition with respect to the ballot, the 
only way in which it is to be restrained is, that it may give us 
the chance of having the personal service of the individual to 'be 
ballotted for, and who, if drawn, may consent to take the bounty 
and enter into the serucc , and if he does not enter, he - will have 
buka moderate fine to pa) I am very confident, Sir, that this 
part of the plan will ha\e the effect of procuring a great many men 
on moderate bounties, by making it the interest of men drawn by 
ballot to enter. At least there can be very little doubt but that a 
gieat many more of them will enter than those who have hitherto 
enteied I ver) r lately had the means of seeing ail account of the 
number of those balloted men who came personally to serve in 
the force I am speaking of, and I can assure the house that out 
of 30,000, the number of those m Great Britain is not more 
than 2 or 3,000 , — a number so trifling, that every body must feel 
how little benefit was likely to be derived from the. ballot, as it 
has hitherto been constituted Besides many inconveniences 
arose from that mode of ballot Some persons who were drawn, 
could not pay the fine, others had subscribed sums of money to 
insure themselves against being drawn The whole sum was 
sometimes given to the man on whom the lot fell, who then 
cither found a substitute, or served in person Here no such m- 
convenience will result, but the effect of the ballot will be much 
more productive With all the defects, the expenses, and the 
inconveniences of the system I atm speaking of, I would still be 
aeady to recommend it to the house, if I thought it was material 
towards raising men for the public service But whan I see the 
effect it has produced, and when I know how few men, out of 
those drawn by ballot, entered, I have no hesitation m saying, 
that I gladly avail myself of such a plan as may relieve the indi- 
vidual from gieat hardships , I therefore think myself justified m 
proposing the present plan It is my intention therefore to 
move for leave to bring in a bill to carry it into effect If the 
kousg will permit the bill to be brought in, I will n 
1 
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printed for the use of the nxnnbc/j of the house nod fix on »ome 
Cdfremmt day suppose Fnday next, for taking it into condckrt. 
tion and ih the couno of next wtek the house may enter into 
the detail* of tho measure I do Dot wnh to do any tiling more 
at present than to *tnte to the hontc those point!, in which the 
plan I hare now stated diOcn from the Idfta I threw oat tome 
time ago upon the subject. 

There are tome other circa nttfonce*, connected with oar tnUi 
Ury system, on which 1 will take. another opportunity shortly to 
ad dree thehoutc. I mean to bring forward »orae regulations with 
respect to the *tato of the army in general I intend alio to bring 
the subject of the volunteers before the corm derail cm of the home 
anil to call iti attention to that part of the general defence act 
which relate* to the enrolment by clawer Bat as none of those 
point! arc concerned with the present plan I am about to offer I 
shall for the present confine myself to this plan alone. I there- 
fore mme. That lento bo given to bring in a bill for establishing 
and maintaining n permanent additional fom» foe the defence of 
the realm and for supplying hu Majesty's regular forces, and for 
tbo gradual reduction of the militia of Great Britain * 


After i ibort ntptostJso from Mr Phi fa reply to tbo rttrarkj of Mr. 
Wiodlmn and other ipoien, th« bill *a brooght in end md a fat time. 


June 18, IS 04 

M« Pitt hartog nwrtd the order sf tbo d»y far the m ad roa£o( of the 
tmendmeea made fa tbe sddfocca? three hid, tad t he tmeodaam btbg 
breofbtap, rt*d, tod fawertedfa tbo HU, be then mored, " do* the HU wfcb 
hi amewfawti bo mjrowod i — Ujws which ■ debit* craped. 

A* eooo m Mr. Stcrkkn hid m 6cm Ui Pirrrwn 

Sir — In the obserratiocts which I mean to offer to the home, 1 
•hall confine myself to the latter port of the speech of the honour 
able gmllcman*; bccaux extricated frmn the ancty of dnuluu/ 
remark! and extraneous matter which he has produced it m ih* 
• Mr ghtrldjn. 
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only part that comes at all near to the real question. I mean the 
mow of the question, as it cflocts the constitution, the character, 
and genius of the eoutitiy "Upon this subject, u great ninnv 
doctrines lime been broached, and many theories hm e been 
brought forward to dnzxlc the imagination The honourable 
gentleman who spoke last, has, in the most beautiful language, 
and that captivating sty le of eloquence pcculiai to lnmsell, laid it 
down as the privilege and prerogative ol our happy constitution, 
and the characteristic quality of the genius and spirit of the 
nation, that the ptoplccan be blended and consolidated into a 
militai) mass, more fit for its protection than a iegul.tr standing 
arm> Now this is the ■very principle for which ovci) one of us 
lias contended, the very system which we all wish to establish. 
"We always admitted the xeal of the country, and applauded its 
noble and patriotic devotion. In these feelings wc perfectly 
agree with the honourable gentleman hut, much as we admire 
that military spirit and enthusiasm, few, I believe, would be in- 
clined to push it to the extent which the honourable gentleman 
wishes, tor his argument, in its full latitude, is neither more nor 
less than this, that in the present state of Euiope, wc arc not to 
look up to a standing arm) Now, Sir, without examining that 
position too mintilcl), I say, whatevci may be the sufficiency of 
the spirit and courage of the mass oi the people for then 'own pio. 
tection, it is our dut), in justice to our countiy. to protect the 
spirit, to spare the courage, and, b) the formation of a regular 
force, to save, as much as possible, the blood of those biave 
•volunteers who have come forward with so much alacrity, and 
shewn ^themselves so ready to risk their lives in our defence. 
Now, in order to attain this end, I do not believe it will be sup- 
posed that we are to exclude a tegular force from among the ne- 
cessary means If not, then the question is only to what degree 
a regular force is to be maintained , and from hence two other 
questions necessarily arise* fust, whether we have at present a 
standing aimy of sufficient stiength, under all the cncunistances 
in which we arc placed ? and, secondly, if we have not,' whether 


VOL IV 


A A 



3^ MIL PITTS fjrxr IS, 

printed for the use of the merabefs of the house and fix on jome 
corimnem day suppose Friday next for tallng it Into entwderm 
tion nod lb the course of next week the house may entrrlnto 
tbo details of tie measure I do not waft to do any thing mere 
at promt, than to state to the house those points, In which the 
plan I have now stated diflbn from the ideas I threw out some 
time ago upon the subject 

There urn some other circumstances, connected with cur mih 
tnrj system on which 1 will take- another opportunity shortly to 
add rcks the house. I mean to bring forward some rrjulatfom with 
respect to the state of the artny In general I Intend also to bnc„ 
tbo subject of the volunteers before the consideration of the house, 
and to call its attention to that part of the general defence act 
which relates to the enrolment by classes Put as none of tboie 
points arc concerned with the present plan I am about to offer I 
shall for the present confine myself to this plan alone I there* 
tore most M That lease be gnento bnn,, in a bill for extaUWup,, 
and maintaining n permanent oddniorul fom* for the deft-nee ot 
the realm and for supplying ho Majesty's regular forces, and fjr 
the gradual reduction of the militia of Great UHtaJn * 

After a left espbcxtlaa from Mr Tut In refly !• tW rrmi/li d Mr 
"Wbiiiijxn u*i other tpeihet* the liU w», brtwgVi (a sad rod afint ttot 


Juttf If!, ISO! 

XT* Pitt hatirymeerd thr tnVr afihe d»y fu* diW 

s r w da w trs Tnvit In the *<l£tWil fc*t« lull irj tLt Brnmifenm bucj 
hroojU rod, tfiJ bwrtcd h u v * t»'J, be then trert J, * iVit th* wu* 
k unrtviwrt be rr p»»-ed; — Ipn^tjdiiiHmcirafA 

As row n Mr sLmJj* bJ »u djwn 1I» f> rr iwi 

«Mf — In the t h-vnatioas w! ich I ewan t u* r to t*e L'rori I 
s- all f *r1rw l \ If to t’ «• latter pan of tie »j**tc*i ft 1 "~njf 
a ! rsn^jl our* extricat -J from the *»t ty i f o-iu't -r/ 

rcuails ard »M~*''Cut soattrr «Hcft 1 e has p" r wCvJ it l« *t * 
• 5 r Mti— nu 
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-eveii those who complain of the reduction think, according to 
their own arguments, upon constitutional principles, it ought to 
stand I only mean, that the excess shall be taken ofi, and ap- 
plied to a moic available force. 

We arc next tola, that there is something in this measure that 
violates the bill of rights, so far ns the same respects a standing 
arm}. According to the bill of rights, I have always understood 
that to keep up a standing army m time of peace, without the 
consent of parliament, is contrary to law This I conceive to 
be the principle of tli.it bill But how do I violnte it by pro- 
posing to maintain a standing army in time of war, with the con- 
sent of park uncut, — an nimy too, amenable to the mutiny-bill, 
and unobjectionable, I think, m many other respects, particular- 
ly after the clause which I moved tins day, that it was not to re- 
main embodied longer than six montlis after the signing of a defi- 
nitive treaty of peace, and to be subject, while so embodied, to 
martial law? Such being the case, I give gentlemen all tint 
benefit of the arguments derived from the hill of rights and tha 
spirit, and practice of our ancestors. 

Now, Sir, in reference to the state of Em ope, let us see hovt 
this measure operates upon our future safety Unless we can b* 
perfectly sure, .and indeed I know not any degree of foresight and 
sagacity that should tempt us to suppose that it would not ba 
folly and presumption to be sure — unless, 1 say, we can be per- 
fectly sure that at the end of the present war, and when that 
period shall arrive we have no means to calculate or ascertain, 
we shall see Emope and France reduced to such a state, that wo 
may return to our own system , unless we shut our eyes and aro 
wilfully blind to our destruction, we may find omselves obliged 
for years, to make the country a more military nation than it has 
ever been before thought necessary. Now, if this be the case, 
there are -only two ways by which it can be effected , either by 
laying the foundation of a large supply in pence that may ba 
brought foiward in a prepared state upon a sudden emergency, or 
by creating a large force, which, though disembodied when its 
services are not necessaiy, may be reproduced as occasion shall 
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the present measure is not the best mode that can be dmscd to 
supply the deficiency ? 

As to the GrU question, it would be Idle to arguo it. Ftery 
gentleman who has spoken this night, as veil the fvotioumhla 
gentleman*' opposite us the n„ht honourable gen tie roan ^ on tha 
floor admits the necessity of farther exertions not merely for the 
purpose of a general defence nor the ex tens ion of our military 
system In all posublo way* which ingenuity might derltc *oJ 
con tare ; bat in the very line and course now recommended and 
for the eery specific and Identical purpoic of b regular army If 
then the necessity of an inarmed regular force be admitted I 
wish to know how tho objection upon the ground of the couittlu 
tlon applies 1 A great port of the argument in favour of an armed 
man was that it added to the variety of our force but this fa 
in tho eery spirit of tny plan as it proposes to place all the lead 
fag and pnnapal members of that force upon their proper and 
respective foundations. Now, if we arc to look to the keeping up 
of these different spades of force we roust also look to what are to 
be their proper proportion Some tay the militia ou^ht to b* 
raised to exactly that extent which should make it a balance to the 
regular array I disapprove of this view of the subject: the 
balanco ami the warfare to which I look and by which I 
esutmuc *re ns it relates to the eoany «» It is more or kjt 
competent to red t the fix ami defend the country from at 
ttrk and not in relation to any cauipoise Iwtween tb** regular 
and irregular force or the policy of dividing and roWmdirfi 
than wilh a new to produce an equality Of the militia I aill 
say thm fas oflxc n have ccrdacuJ ihtcro far* In a rea jwr m 
con tilutiDiml t aarls the country as its »rn hate prosed tbcffl 
vigoroa end brare apdosi the enemy j but if It be rest * 
f rce as avail 11 cs the rvgular army wtat are jots to 
t\ by jf'tt ar Hoir 1 to carry fa hi her than »i* cotstituttor I 
limit mrolJ admit iu*iami that 1 inrjn to redjca t- 1 * 

tnl itu Ul'w In c* Uitotitoil jr» ri tci li i »* tHt 

lh -u fa h I wphn t duCe it yn sU.lt 1 me-xn ts U»»e U k Vr 

* i j a~r- t 1 A f iw. 
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•even those who complain of the reduction think, according to 
their own arguments, upon constitutional pi maples, it ought to 
stand. I 6nly mean, that the excess shall be taken off, and ap- 
plied to a moie available force. 

We are next tola, that there is something in this measure that 
violates the bill of rights, so far a's the same respects a standing 
army. According to the bill of rights, I have always understood 
that to keep up a standing army in time of peace, without the 
consent of pailiamcnt, is contrary to law This I conceive to 
be the principle of that bill. But how do I violate it by pro- 
posing to maintain a standing army in time of war, with the con- 
sent of parliament , — an array too, amenable to the mutiny-bill, 
and unobjectionable, I think, in many other respects, particular- 
ly after the clause u Inch I moved this day, that it was not to re- 
main embodied longer than six months after the signing of a defi- 
nitive treaty of peace, and to be subject, while so embodied, to 
martial law ? Such being the case, I give gentlemen all the 
benefit of the arguments derived from the bill of rights and tlia 
Spirit and practice of our ancestors. 

Now, Sir, in reference to the state of Euiope, let us see how 
this measure operates upon our future safety Unless we can be 
perfectly sure, mnd indeed I know not any degree of foresight and 
'sagacity that should tempt us to suppose that it would not be 
folly and presumption to be sure — unless, I say, we can be per- 
fectly sure that at the end of the present war, and when that 
period shall arrive we have no means to calculate or ascertain, 
avc shall see Euiope and France reduced to such a state, that wo 
may return to our own system , unless w r e shut our eyes and aro 
wilfully blind to our destruction, we may find ourselves obliged 
for years, to make the country a moie military nation than it has 
ever been before thought necessary. Now, if this be the case, 
there are only two ways by which it can be effected , either by 
laying the foundation of a large supply in peace that may bo 
brought foiuard in a prepared state upon a sudden emergency, or 
by creating a laige force, which, though disembodied when its 
services arc not necessaiy, may be reproduced as occasion shall 
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rfqurrc Thov who look back to tbr public feeling at the com- 
mencement of the present war cnnnnt sure!) forget how desirable 
it would hate been had we attained that state at which «r hi\e 
only now am ml, after several raontbi of anxiet) and protracted 
«lan£tT 'With this expenener will you then base a regular force 
which is only efficient while embodied, or a force which may be 
produced for the occa >on without the coasUluiKma! 

objection to q large regular army ? Hen the cry persons who 
ere jealous of a standing nnn) in peace recommend It In war j 
end the present measure h such as mi\ be ras ly efficient whew 
necessary and facilitates the filling up of the rr-ular f rcr 
Upon every ground of puhbc safety and ectjncmy It is pattlcu 
larly rt commended to those who would have a Urge force In war 
er^d a small one In peace It h the means of a prmmonal f rec 
which Is attended with no expense 10 peace and cm) In timecf 
vrar be rapidly brought forward for the emerp-ney 

A ti a ht honourable grntUmnn «)*, it is not wise to clarge 
the character manners and habits of the people The gmetsl 
principle is n^ht but If it be neex^wuy to hare a large C rcr, f 
h»k whot is so little likely to intrrf tc wjjh the hahjt* »a ! rrtn- 
r-vra of the people as the prevnt mea ure which istal loins r»o 
permanent force and onl) iwpuns a mmth* exrrov In tie 
jrarf To hrar him one woult »upp*rr it »uoM rprralr *<s gnat 
• thangr that the plou h was tn itrp ami the country wa t l* 
foascTtrd into a nation of t 'jarmn i Uirta l an I jrt (tr m j m- 
|s further m re ror less than t tmv by a mil * *r n -J t* it my 
r umbra* of n eti which tl parliament think ren ary I r>ci* 
jT 0<4} m J r^for f and 3 OOOt i frtfonJ t i tbr a'-v-unf ( 
prv rnt driir rc\ ; and wlwn that It enmp t J In rtvnsj Jlj 
t> force ef {*1 000 Now **hrafrr thi» « I l lj t p Hf a 

<1 gftuus ant ! ,d it rf|f i I «,fl » r I l 1 <• t 

iJjtvl if tl e !j u»** \M lb d e 'tr *» 1 * 

ie^ 1 rt no*- 1 r * i twtntn «** ltJ a*vf r hi — t 
( r tie fm let of r*-n p*ty ^ed » l«* t* w ' t' rt *s v *■ r J 

S lii t*llf ttr t l‘ r f irW ffon * J 'll ts^i *1 * 

Jf t „ iw. 
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an} mode of recruiting, to any considerable extent, the regular 
arm} . and, therefore, it amounts to nothing os a particular ob- 
jection to this bill If, as it is generally admitted, it is necessary 
to enlarge the army, it is surely right, in thcpiesent circumstances 
of the country, to begin that increase ns soon as possible. Every 
experience under the army of rescr\ c act shews, that the present 
bill is likely to be successful, and attract men to enter, when they 
■would ha\e objections to do so for general service Being once 
entered, they will gradually become acquainted with the military 
life, and will, by a natural operation of causes, without any kind 
of deception, be the more lendil} induced to enter into the regu- 
lar service Without, however, attending in the first instance to 
its cficct in recruiting the regular army, it will immediately have 
one beneficial consequence, namely, that of setting free a portfbn 
of the regulars, nearly corresponding to the numbers raised, which 
are now locked up in defensive service The next consequence 
will be, that, by a slight and natural transition, great numbers 
will enter into the regular army, and constantly supply its wasting 
numbers That it will be successful to its objects, the example of 
the army of reserve system holds out the best-grounded hope The 
plan pionuses to raise men more expeditiously than any other 
mode we arc acquainted with , at the same time it is frecfiom the 
evil consequence of high bounty incident to the anny of reserve 
system, winch induced many to dcscit from the regulars to enlist 
in the army of reserve, and then to desert again foi the repetition 
bf the bounty This great and increasing evil, it is manifest, will 
be totally corrected by means of the lcgulations of the present, 
plan, which diminishes, and lenders fixed the bounty both for li- 
mited md unlimited scivice From the first cficct of a reduction 
of bounty, it is natural to expect some check in the numbers re- 
cruited, but tins circumstance will soon correct itself, and when 
the recollection of high bounties is worn away, the service will 
thrive as much with a diminished and fixed bounty, as it does at 
present with a higher and uncertain one Be this, however, as it 
may, the house having already come to a resolution against high 
bounties, the experiment must be made It is obvious they have 
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no 'other choice haring once mid a tip their mi rub that high 
ami fluctuating bounties aro to be diminished and rendered sta- 
tionary 

Against this diminution of bounty it ii to be seen under this 
plan* what may be the inducement of limited service and local in* 
flucncn, the benefit of which I doubt not, will fully counteract the 
eril o thermal to bo apprehended from a decrease of bounty Thu 
rncesnrt being already determined on by the house I must take it 
for granted that there Trill be do objection to this plan on that ac 
count, but rather on the contrary that it will therefore meet 
mth general approbation It hai, however, been said, that by 
striking out the 'h&llot, I had destroyed the only effectual part of 
my own plan I must, however, oik gentlemen gravely to consi- 
der the subject a littlo farther before they urge objection* of that 
nature whatever the plan was originally in my mind, the home ha* 
decidedly expressed it* dissent both to high bo an tire and ballot 
to that however d wimble either might be on general principle*, 
yet, with respect to thi* m ea*u re, they are equally iimdmitsible 
and therefore though effiaency is detirnble it w only to be cx 
per ted in proportion to tho opportunity left ui to make use of 1 

"With respect to recruiting the army let it be recollected there 
were only four poanblo mode* 1st, the usual mode of remritiag 
for bounty by the officer* of the regular service j 2d recruiting 
by limited bounty and local Influence as pointed out by thi* 
plan j 3d recruiting by ballot and compulsion now generally ex 
plodfd as an oppressive hystem and 4th recruiting by penouat 
IffiBotj. without tho powbiJity of iob«ti lotion, a mode yet more ob* 
jectionahhi In time* of great emergency this latter mode may 
doubtlctt bo resorted to but. In general it has a rigour not suited 
to the habit* and feeling* of the country Supposing, as a the 
case that the fint of these mode* h not sufficiently productive and 
U greater forc^ is wanted, we most, of necessit) bavo recourse to 
4 ha second the third and fourth being, as fits been shown of a 
Mature not at least in the Cm instance to be resorted to In 
adopting the iccood mode It h also evident that the first, that of 
wicre imrplt recruiting, remains wholly unraojested, and has a enn- 
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current operation. Under tlie present plan we have all the bene- 
fit of what may be called regular recruiting, and add to that, 
tthatevei may be obtained by the secondary mode. If any other 
plan equally productive, and as little objectionable, can be sug- 
gested, 1 can have no possible wish but to adopt if none such, 
however, has been suggested, and, perhaps, it is not presuming too 
far to conclude, that none such can be found According to the 
regulations as laid down in the provisions of this bill, the newly- 
adopted system with respect to the army of reserve bill, will m 
no degree interiuc with the higher bounties left to the rcgulai 
service. 

Before I sit down, I shall sny^ a few words with respect to the 
expectations which I have held out to the country. Gentlemen 
have said, that they have expected something irom me vciy far 
bevond the picsent bill I am not conscious that I ever encou- 
raged the idea, that I had discovcied some miraculous mode of 
providing foi the defence of the countrv I say tins is the very 
measure of which I gave notice, except so far as it is improved by 
the omission of the ballot entirely, and the imposing of the paj- 
lrjcnt of the bounty upon the parish instead of the individual. 
Whether the measure be vvoithy of my situation I do not say, but 
that it is the identical measure winch I held out, and taught tho 
public to expect from me, I must contend That there were other 
points within my contemplation I also admit, I mean in the naval 
department, with regard to the proper craft to be Used in the 
.narrow seas, and the means nccessaiy to ensure a succession of 
ships to a proper extent These subjects, howcvei, as I said be- 
fore, cannot be comprehended in the picsent bill , but it does not 
thence follow that they are neglected by Ins Majesty’s ministers. 
Iliac wue other points, I also admit, which were the sub|cct of 
ruy observations before I came into office If gentlemen will look 
back, they will see that I did piopose a measuic for our future 
defence, but that as to immediate dctence, I considered that 
all that could be done was, to impiove the disuplme of tho 
iorce then subsisting. But has nothing been done since ? I 
recommended onginallj, that the volunteers shou '•ailed 
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oat upon permanent July That system hni'been adopted 
and not Ira tbna- from 150,000 to 160 000 to! an teen hare 
berm placed in that state for improving thmr discipline Now' 
I would appeal to every officer of experience, whether the result 
of tba proceeding by the improvement of their dimpline bos not 
increased their strength more than if their number bad been in- 
creased one half? I will not therefore, hare it said, that od 
ministration Imre been wholly Idle and that nothing has been done 
for the defence of the country That bang thfc ease, I know no- 
thing on my part inconsistent with any rational expectation that 
the boose or ary man who has ottendrd to the notice* J gave, 
could have formed I run irmly fo hare my measure decided 
by experience and I am confident that every doctmion will be 
beneficial to it ns it will place It more and more in its true light! 
Of the mode of oppoytion which it has experienced I hare a 
right to complain There has been a disposition to draw into ar 
gument foreign topics which dnert the attention from the real 
■object and in such hands as those of the honourable gentleman 
who spoko lost may bo productive of entertainment, and rebec* 
tbo tedious ncaj of debate by the brilliant display of wit which wo 
hare just witnessed 

^* to the argument that the administration is mot worthy 
of confidence I am at a loss to conjecture upon what- ground 
it rcvti This, its Ur>t racasare surely cannot be the came, 
for it looks to on object upon which all persons of all par- 
ties and all descriptions are agreed. There must then be some* 
thing awkward -or uafortonate in the manner of bringing it for 
ward, if it be the canto of this loss of confidence. I confess- this a 
a very delicate subject and I know not well how to deliver my 
acjf upon it. But whatever opinions some people may entertain 
of the advantages of an admmutnuion formed on a broad basis, I 
am ratnfied that the principle that it is the prerogative of ha Ma 
jot} to choose his minister*, will not ho domed. I am the more 
convinced of this when I remember that some week* ago, tl*o 
hi mumble gentleman opposite stated in this house, when it »ai 
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tin own out as a. matter of speculation, who were to he the new 
ministers, if the late ministry were obliged to retire, that it was not 
within the pro\ince of the house to take any notice of such a cir- 
cumstance , and if it would ha\c been unconstitutional to agitate 
such a topic before the removal of that ministr}, it is equally un- 
constitutional to deny the king’s prorogate as to selection in e\ery 
instance, and is it reconcileable with any ideas of constitutional 
principle and of public duty, that, when a ministry has been 
changed, their successors should be obstructed in their \cry first 
operations by any combination founded upon any circumstances 
connected with the recent exercise of lus Muicst}’^ picrogatnc ? 

An honourable gcntlcmnn* has said, lime received a broad 
hint to retire after this recent experiment l beg lea\e to say, broad 
as the hint may be, it is not bioad enough for me to lake it. I 
am yet sanguine enough to bclic\e the hill will pass , if it should 
not, all I ha\c to lament is, that the country will bcdipnvcd of die 
increased means of security which 1 flattered myself I had provided 
for it Should I he disappointed in this respect, let not gentle- 
men suppose I shall consider it as a defeat I shall merely treat 
it as the . decision of this house on the dry merits of the lull If 
this scheme be rejected, another project, which I trust will be 
less objectionable, shall be submitted, and the hint shall not be 
taken, until I find iny r attempts to promote the public security ut- 
terly nugatory and ineffectual , — then 1 shall retne, not widi mor- 
tification but with triumph confident of having exerted my best 
epdeavours to serve my country. I will not discuss how far a 
wider bisis for the formation of his Majesty's government would 
liavc evinced the wisdom of the sovereign , but I should not think 
the prerogative entire, if we were permitted hem to deliberate on its 
exercise, so far as to exa'minc the propriety or impolicy of inviting 
a principal person on the opposite bench to paiticipate in the 
public councils of the state Thus to interfere would be to alter 
the constitution of the land, which, although free, is yet monar- 
chical, and for the preservaton of its liberties and immunities all 
its parts should be protected from violation 
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From different parts of the house, I hare listened to oWmtkras 
not duly applied personally to myself but to those mth whom I 
hare been to recently connected. As to my sufficiency, or to the 
sufficiency of those in office with me, it u not necessary to say a 
great deal upon that sabject but I am surprised at tha language 
that has fallen from a noble lord * I think it a little singular that 
my acting m concert with a port of the late admlrmtmtKjn should 
be made a bar to the confidence of him and ha friends. Does 
my noble relative think, that, on tha account, I hare justly for 
felted the confidence of him and of his-fnends ? J do remember 
the time when, in the moment of his bitterest opposition to the 
honourable gentleman,-]- the noble lord and hi* friends were so 
partial to rae, that they declared that my admission to a share of 
the executive power would m a conudcrablo degree remove thar 
apprehensions of tho pubbe danger I hope that since that time 
I have not, by concurring very frequently and acting very cor 
dully with my noble relative artd has friends, forfeited the good 
opinion they were then #o partial ns to express of me. I confm 
jny surpwo too that after such pubbe declarations concerning rae, 
they so aoon find themselves compelled to withhold their •cm ca 
from tho public, on account of the exclusion of an honourable 
gentleman f with whom they hare been to hrfJe accustomed to 
think or act in unison 

Mach has been said of the inefficiency of the members of 
the preicnt cabinet Bat is ft to bo asserted that the pre- 
aeflt ministers are unequal to the duties of the stations they fill 1 
"With respect to the members of the present ministry and who 
were members of the lust, being liable to the charge of incotf 
sistency I cannot see that there is the least foundation for it. 
Tho prevmt bill a better than that which Jt supersedes, and aiming 
at the same end by jus ter means Is fairly entitled to lb* support 
of thoso who supported the former bith It f* **id however 
though not quite correctly that the members of the last admfmi- 
tmtion arc a majority of tho prese n t. But wfcat, if it were *o, 
would be thfe Inference ? There u no reason why those who »«’ 
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m a former cabinet should not sit in this I hope the present 
cabinet is not one in which there will ahvays be a necessity of 
counting noses, and of coming to a \oto upon every measure. 
\\ lien differences of opinion exist, thcie is room foi mutual con- 
cession and accommodation where men agree in a gencial object. 
If this were not the case, how could any adnjimstiation go on? 
far more an administration formed on the broad basis which some 
gentlemen consider so desirable ? Were I to take the broad hint 
which has been given me, and had that sort of administration 
been formed, the failure of which is represented as having struck 
such despair throughout the country, how could any measure 
have been earned in the cabinet among men, who have had long 
;vnd important differences, unless mutual accommodation and con- 
cession had taken place J It is said, however, that tliuc has not 
been a sufficient change m the ministry Rut, surely, the right 
honourable gentleman* below me at least must be satisfied that 
the change is sufficient, and that the present is ically a new admi- 
nistration. — And, notwithstanding all that has been said of it, I 
hold it to be substantial enough to answer the purposes for which 
it was formed 

Many objections have been urged against it b^ the honourable 
gentleman who spoke last, who has indulged himself m that vein 
of pleasantry and humoui, for which he has most deservedly ac- 
quired so much celebrity, in comparing some of the members of 
the present administration with those whom they have succeeded 
in office, and has indulged himself particularly in contrasting Loid 
Melville with the Earl of St Vincent I should unquestionably 
think mjself extiemcly wrong, were I to saj that Loid Melville 
was as good a sailor, or understood how to work or fight a slop of 
war as well as Eail St Vincent , but yet I can have no hesitation 
tp say, that, in my opinion, tlnne is every reason to suppose that 
Lord Melville will make a better first lord of the admiralty, for 
experience has often forcibly shewn us, that it is b;, no means ne- 
cessary that a first lord of the admiralty should be a naval clia- 
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ractcr And thmlgh it may not bo fit to speak of myaelf it sorely 
will not be considered that it is no change that the office of first 
lord of the treasury, reckoned that which hat a lending influence 
in the ex ecu tire goremment it now held by me Few will doubt 
that a Tcry real change hat taken place With respect to any 
difference* of opinion which I may hare had with tbc late adml 
lustration it will not bo pretended that they were of such a nature 
as to prevent us from acting in the most cordial and satisfactory 
manner open general affain. For those my nght honourable and 
noble friends, I hare uniformly entertained tbo utmost private 
friendship and esteem. AYith them I bare thought and acted 
almost without interruption on every public question since our ac- 
quaintance commenced N ithcr is there the slightest ground to 
imagine that one ther noble friend of mine • whom I hare -always 
esteemed and 1 erred is degraded by taking tho home (instead of 
the foreign department though I confess there were tome parts 
of tho foreign system which I did not approve and of which it is Dot 
now neccwary to any more. Those who know the fact, know bow 
fur that change was from any motivo that - could infer degradation. 
Indeed Sir I cannot see with w bat Mew such a thing could be 
mentioned unless it were for the purpose of sowing jealousies and 
dissension* among Jib Mrycsty’e present ministers, and as such, it 
dasems my severest animadversion. 

If the preecnt lull should be lost, I shall be sorry for it became 
the bquse end the country will thereby lav* a good measure j but 
tbc honourable gentlemen opposite will bo much mistaken if they ' 
think they will thereby be any thing the nearer getting rid of me. 
It i» well known, and has ever been allowed to bo ooo of tbc first 
and most established privileges and prerogatives of tbc crown that 
his .Majesty ha* a right to choc*? and no mi onto his own minister* 
and with that conviction on my mind I shall not bo deterred Frojn 
bringing forward such mens urn as may lie necessary 
support of the present bill which I haro no doubt wiU meet tht 
approbation of a considerable majority notwithstanding all tho 
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opposition it lias met with from the honourable gentleman on thp 
opposite side of the house 

The motion for engrossing the hill was carried ; 

Ayes . . 265 

Noes 2.2' 


Pebriuny S, 1S05, 

Sir Tvan Nepean, in comequencc of a notice given the precedin': day, 
moved for 'cave to bring in a hill for the further continuance of the act of last 
session for the sti pension of the Habeas Corpus Act 111 Ireland 

An amendment as ns then nosed by Sir John Newport, to omit the latter 
part of the motion, for the purpose of inserting these words, “fh it a com- 
mittee, consisting of tssenty-one members, be formed by ballot, to examine such 
documents as may he laid before them, and to report to this House their opinion 
upon these documents, vvhcJicr the continuance of the suspension of the habeas 
corpus act be a measure necessary to die tranquillity of Ireland at the present 
time ” 

After Mr Windham had spoken in support of the amendment, contending 
that no grounds had been made out to jusufy the Houso in adopting the mea- 
sure proposed, 

Mr Pxtt rose 

I should be extremely desnous, Sir, to give way on the present 
occasion to any gentleman from Ireland, whoso knowledge of the 
subject m question must be valuable, w'orc it not that some obser- 
vations which fell fiom the right honourable gentleman* over the 
way, seem to me necessarily to call for animadversion At the 
sentiments which lie has now expressed, it is impossible for me not 
to feel some surprise The position which he appeared to me to 
hold, seemed to go to this extent, that in no case whatever could 
the habeas corpus act be in justice suspended without a previous 
inquiry If this was not the position which he meant to maintain 
m its full extent, then much, very much of what he has said, was 
unnecessary, because it did not bear upon the present question — 
put if it were, why then he must have spoken with a full know- 
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which gare occasion to the French revolotioa bare found in 
many countries 4 number of adherents, Tbe*o principle*, unfor 
tnnately ore not \ct extinct. The misfortune of tbc timet, I say 
raiders thl* course n*cc*sary end sod experience prove* it to be 
the only safe one. The nght honourable gentleman should there- 
fore excuse mo fof acting on the same principle* on which be 
formerly acted and by which tha country ha* been preferred 
But if any thing surprised mo more than another ro the right 
honourable gentleman* speech it was the extraordinary mn. 
statement of what ba* been said of tbo *tatc of Ireland My right 
honourable friend who made this motion, and those who support 
it ore handed with the same cluroiy weapon the same clumsy 
dilemma with which tbo nght honourable gentleman wo* for 
merly attacked when bo thought with me and which he was 
wont to beflk with *0 much force and ability i This is tho Ca 
mo us dilemma which they wero wont to propose to us; 1 either 
you hare a mbyonty of well affected persons or you barn 
not if you have then there 1* no occasion for tho present 
proceeding If you hare not then tell us so at once" This 
was what wo were told, and what ho otten beard with so much 
Indignation. There wns ceitolnly reason to hope that the dis- 
affected would by this time have bad their eyes opened that thc*o 
who had been earned away by unconstitutional frenty would 
have been cored of their madness that teeing the fruits which 
the Trench revolution bad produced they would hare got enough 
of that liberty which had yielded only such baneful produce th^t 
if any from tlie impulse of rcbgwn, were prompted to seek a 
change in the otablUhmcnt It was not possible for hny catholic 
to listen to any suggestion from France on that head after the 
mockery which the French have mode of all religion and par 
tlculariy after the late transaction In which tbc catholic religion 
has been impiously compelled to consecrate and sanction a power 
established by the hand that had profaned it — It was to be hoped 
from all the worse than bondage which has been introduced by 
republican fraternity by tbc audacity of jacobinism and thaarow 
cd depottsm of tho prmnt government of I ranee wherever It* 
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influence could reach, that none could be found mad enough to 
beck alliance pregnant with so much mi-chief But was it to be 
supposed tli it tlure was no nunoiity in a part of the empire - 
now indissolubly united, and, it is to bo hopul, never to be sepa- 
rated, which was -ti'l weak and wicked enough to cultivate such 
a connection? Does the right honourable gentleman lorget what 
he his said when the disaffected feu' talked as tf they had a mu- 
put) J When the mijonty during the last win was sounded in 
our cars, he told us tli it this majority was nothing but a factious 
mihont), who forced manj qimt and peaceable people to appeal, 
to join in their schemes and principles, which in then hearts they 
hated Tluse arc grounds fot the measuie in question But this 
is not all , Ireland is a more distant limb of the empire, and there- 
fore more exposed Tins is the point to which our eneni) has 
chiefly directed his attention, and, therefore, we arc the more 
hound to take care that this point, the most important in the 
British empire, should be preserved from hostile aggression and 
secret machinations. 

What, then, is the next point to which helms adverted ? He 
has observed, that whatever may be the excellence of the lord 
lieutenant’s character, he ought not to be entrusted with aibi- 
trary powers If the excellence of the character of any individual 
were stated solely as a ground for entrusting him with extraordi- 
nary power, I should immediately allow that the point could not 
be maintained A necessity for vesting these powers must be 
first made , but when the necessity presents itself, then certainly 
it becomes an important consideration to ascertain the character 
of the person who is to have the execution of the object intended 
by the grant of such powers It is in this view, I apprehend, tlut 
an honourable baronet* over the way, has brought forward the 
character ot Lord Ilurdwickc Tins argument of character wa s 
applied by the right honourable gentleman! in the course of last 
war, with his usual talents, when he sat on the same side of the 
house with myself, and when we acted in opposition to those 
levelling principles, which we both thought subversive of the 
* Sir J Stewart f Mr. Windham. , 
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which gate occasion to (he French revolution baro found In 
many countries number of adherents. These principles, unfor 
Innately are not yet extinct. The misfortune of the times, 1 tay 
renders this coun-tt necessary and sad experience proves it to be 
the only safe one The right honourable gentleman should there- * 
fore excuse mo fof acting on the same principles on which he 
formerly acted and by which tha country has been preserved 
But If any thjng surprised me more tbnn another in the ngbt 
honourable gentleman* » pooch it was the extraordinary mis- 
statement of vshot has been said of tho state of Ireland Bly right 
honourable fnend who made this motion, and those who ipipport 
it arc tootled with the anrae clumsy weapon tho some clumsy 
dilemma with which the n^t honourable gentleman wiu for 
meTly attached when ho thought with me and which he was 
wont to baffle with so much force and ability f Tha b tho Co 
room dflerama which they were wont to propose to us j 44 either 
you have a mhjonty of well aflcctcd persons, or you hate 
not if you hare then there u no occasion for tbo present 
proceeding if you have not then tcl^ us so at one? " Tha 
was what we were told, and what he otten heard with so much 
indignation There wns certainly reason to hope that the dis- 
affected would by tha time hove had their eye* opened that tho*c 
who had been earned away by unconstitutional frenzy would 
have been cured of their madness that seeing the fruits which 
the Tnuch revolution bad produced they wonld have got enough 
of that liberty which had yielded only such boDeful produce tbqX 
if any from the impulse of religion, were prompted to seek a 
change m the cvtablishmcnt It was not possible for any catholic 
to listen to any suggestion from Frnftco on that; bend after the 
mockery which the French bare made of all religion and par 
tlcularly after the late transaction, m which the entbobe religion 
has been impiously compelled to consecrate and sanction a power 
established bj tho hand that had profaned it — It was to be hoped 
from all the worse than bondage which has been introduced by 
republican fretenut) byth nudacitj of jacobinism and tb$ avow 
cd despotism of the present government of I runce ahepticr it* 
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influence could rpach, that none could be found mad enough to 
seek alliance pregnant with so much mischief But was it to be 
supposed that there was no minonty in n part of the empire 
now indissolubly united, and, it is to be hoped, never to be sepa- 
rated, which was sti'l weak and wieked enough to cultivate such 
a copnection f Does the right honourable gentleman forget what 
he has said when the disaffected few' talked as if they had a ma- 
jority ? When the majority during the last war was sounded in 
our ears, he told us that this majority was nothing but a factious 
minority, who forced innity quiet and peaceable people to appear 
to join in their schemes and principles, which in then hearts they 
hated These arc grounds for the measure in question But this 
is not all , Ireland is a more distant limb of the empire, and there- 
fore more exposed This is the point to w Inch our enemy has 
chiefly directed Ins attention, and, therefore, we are the more 
bound to take caic that this point, the most important in the 
British empire, should be preserved from hostile aggiession and 
- secret machinations. 

What, then, is the next point to which he has adverted ? He 
has observed, that whatever may be the excellence of the lord 
lieutenant’s character, he ought not to be entrusted with arbi- 
trary pow'ers If the excellence of the character of any individual 
were stated solely as a ground for entrusting lnm with extraordi- 
nary power, I should immediately allow' that the point could not 
be maintained A necessity for vesting these powers must be 
first made., but when the necessity presents itself, then certainly 
it becomes an impoitant consideration to asceitain the character 
of the person who is to have the execution of the object intended 
by the grant of such powers It is in this view, I apprehend, that 
an honourable baronet* over the way, has brought forward the 
character of Lord Hardwicke This argument of character wa s 
applied by the.nght honourable gentlemanf in the course of last 
war, w'lth his usual talents, when he sat on the same side of the 
house with myself, and when we acted in opposition to those 
levelling principles, which we both thought subversive of the 
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citcnce of good government. Rod r. scourge to tic credited 
world 

l tn am tom In tho present instance tiat an lnqiniy would be 
aoperfloons, nod might bo dangerous It would bo in the highest 
degree imprudent to disclose tho Ron rets from « hence onr infor 
mntion has been derived end who that has attended to the state of 
Ireland can reasonably desire that they should bo disclosed ? I hare 
tho greatest ccnfidtoec in the discretion of tit mem ben of tbs 
house Bnf in a matter where the life of others may depend upon 
secrecy, I am sure tint few would wish for o disclosure Tbo mat 
ttr then rests upon the plain general grounds of notorious neces- 
sity, which hoi been touched upon The notice fias been short 
The reason, however of this is obvious, ftotico aas given some 
time ago but it was suffered to drop on account of the urgency 
of the business which was likely to coma before the house. That 
bonne**, however has been unavoidably delayed and ns- tho 
time when this act would expire ni so near it was impossible to 
poatpono the notice any longer Having thus endeavoured to 
explain frankly and plainly the grounds of the measure, and the 
reason of the proceedings with respect to it, 1 trust 1 hare sntne 
fled tho house of tho propriety of a reang to the motion, and 
given a sufficient tmrwcr to the arguments of its opponents. 


Tho House, apon a dfrMcn re j e e r ed the tmgidmcit, rad the ttaio <j u est f* fl 
*u anted i 

For the Smrtuhnreu jj 

Aj*a«k US 


Fdriit rry 11 1805 

Trtt order of the diy being read, foe taking h> to eomjderstkn the p*J*n 
relative to the w*r with Bpsin, 

Ms. Pitt row, mod tddreawd the Hone u follow* 

I fed great satisfaction ^ir that tho day is at length amreJ 
when we can enter into that fall and ample discussion of the 
papers before tho house; fchich tho magnitude of the subject re 
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quire* , mnl though I un **iii«du*,l th it a ptrtnal eftlu'C pupirs, 
mid it.ipartiil r*>n'.nU ntirm ol tht truis Ktious to which the) 
roll r, would lu Mifluuui *«> (nmmci euu\ ritmnd mind ol the 
urntude ot tlio mt imiio^ piuMnd h\ lus M ’)< Ms's gmtrntncnt, 
t ( d of tin tiMicc oi the wat in which nc it* iiipitgid, sol, h- 
fl i inn’ lu w n, , ic!i tin oomph t<’ ilhiMiattmi of tic pol’i \ b) 
which no line luci gtmhd. and the smihc itum ot tli Meps 
winch lt.no Ih.u idoplcd, mo iuci n to the c* * <3 it i’f lie 
nh|ost\ v pni mu i nt, tod to tin honour ot the Buti-li n itu n, I 
trim 1 -'ll 'll lo< v cm d it 1 *»«> Mitm wh n .it hueMh mt ' .t r< so u 
ot the dithin nt iMUds ol our rilntiotn, ,md tin pojtt s »a the 
<term m. )v with Spun pusnnis to to \ ir In tlu c t»n r-i ot 
wii it I <di til h nc the lion air <o submit to tin limm , 1 Iiojk tl ot 
I *di ill m able, not on*\ tm t d lull tint whit !• I In hew hut. in 
in oo di 1 1 > ed to qtuMmn, the niiim.itt iiwiu’ .mil mci 11 - 
•■it, ol tlu. \ nt . hut lho, tin i xcmpl’MK innhrotinn, hbemhts, 
.ml fori tonne efth* minister of this enuntrs in tiers puunl ot 
o„r relation with Spun slice tlu hr. d.ui" out of the n ir with 
I ranee, ond when uh \pc cud circumstances requited tin depar- 
tine trom the s\ Mem of hint) ulm.h it w is ilwass the dtsire ot 
the Bri'ish go.crnment to t'Mriiu, tint though thev wire not 
dchcuiit in sigour to simlic an the lights and to as.enge the 
cam of the countrs, the), nestr ikwited fiotn the 1 ns of nations 
or the principles of good fiuth 

In tlu first plate, then, it is numm) to n'.t into considera- 
tion llic relative Munition in which Spain stood towards this coun- 
try it the breaking out of the war, in com cpioncc ol her antece- 
dent engagements with 1 mice I need hardly siy mote to clmrac- 
tenze tli.it swuation, than baud) mention the lit aty of St. 
Ildefonso, and the stipulations it contnmcd Spain was bound to 
France by a treat), on the face of it both oflensse and defensive ; 
and, in fact, a treaty which \Mas by the contracting partus so en- 
titled Besides guaranteeing neutiilit), then nnitorics, Ac. 
the) agree to assist each other with 15 ships ol the line, and 
24,000 men , and this assistance, too, as appuirs fioin tlu Sth 
article, is to be given upon the demand of the requiting party, 
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end the demand h to be taken qs conclusive evidence of the or- 1 
CTMity, precluding the party required from tanking any inratiga 
tion or inquiry os to the justice of tho war, or tbe policy of the 
object for which the succours were to bo granted Nay by the 
Itlh article of this treaty, the contracting parties me to must 
each other with their whole forces, in case the stipulated snccotnr 
bhould be insufficient Tha treaty it a most Important to keep ra 
ticw as the found coon of all the proceedings which it was 
thought incumbent on tha government to adopt. Tho Spanish 
ttrabauador m this coentry Id several of the notea befofo the 
house rt will be seen endear ours to set up ha own, os appears 
too in the first instance unauthorised reasonings, to shew that 
tha treaty was not oflensrte To such reasonings I oppose the 
treaty itself which expressly pats at the disposal of France the 
whole power and moarccs of tho Spanish monarchy by sea and 
land which strips Spam of tbe right to ask n question or exer- 
cise any judgment as to tbe purpose of tho succours sfao b to 
furnish. Such a treaty unless distinctly disclaimed 1 contend 
must tpto /ado bare rendered Spain n principal in the war On 
the face of it such b the treaty of St lldtfnnso and if any thing 
were wanting to explain its tendency it would be thu example of 
what happened in tho year 17^6 in which tho offensive provl- 
sions were specifically directed against England Indeed who, 
that recollects tho dreams toners in wLich the treaty was con- 
cluded, and when Spain was compelled to subscribe and ratify 
✓that record of her raasnlnge to France can doubt tho spirit of 
the contract, or its bosehty to the British nation f 

Such was the situation In which bis Majesty's ml haters found 
themselves, when tbe aggresnons and Injustice of tbe present rohr 
of France forced them Into tbo prevent rupture Thu was tbe si 
tuation of the relations between both countries wlim hi* MsjiUj t 
ministers actuated bj sentiment* whith I cannot lot applaud re- 
volved to delay tbar detrrml nation witb respect to tho light m 
which tlrey should regard Spam till they should »« In what man- 
ner and to what extent, Spain would be disposed to carry It* ob- 
servance of the terms of tho treaty In whatever light th treaty 
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should be \iewcd, it could not be considered on the part of Spain, 
'but as a reluctant tribute to the ovei bearing dictates of its ambi- 
tious and tyrannic ally , yet, whilst stipulations so directly he s- 
tile to the intcicsts and seeimty of this country remained in force, 
no man, I am confident, m this home, will deny, that it could be 
attributed only to extreme pusillanimity on the part ot Ins Majes- 
ty’s government, if they had not requued the clear, distinct, and 
explicit renunciation of the oflensive articles. But the feelings to 
winch I ha\c alluded, for the degraded and humiliating situation 
rof that country, and which so justly influenced his Majesty’s mi- 
nisters on the occasion, dictated n spirit of moderation and for- 
bearance in the mcasuics they adopted with respect to a court, of 
which, though an enemy, I am not disposed to speak with seventy, 
»at the same time that I cannot but admit that in its piesentstate it 
seems to possess lery little of that honourable spnit, -and those 
high-minded sentimonts, by which the Spanish nation has been so 
•long -characterized On this ground, I am convinced that the ten- 
derness, moderation, and forbeaiance shewn by lus Majesty’s mi- 
msteis, from the impulse of such generous sentiments, not upon 
<any principles of tine or sound policy, foi the degrading situation 
,to which necessity, not choice, had leduced Spain, will meet with 
the decided approbation of the bouse I state this particularly, 
•because it vas, in the first instance, -deemed expedient to gam time, 
•and the Spanish court seemed as desirous to get nd of then en- 
“gagemenis as we were to detach them from thoir ally' But, con- 
sidenng the situation in winch Spain w'as placed, considering the 
jsituation and circumstances of Europe, considering also that the 
antemperate and piccipitate,conduct of the French ruler might com- 
pel Spain to take an active pai t with him in the war, the same sen- 
timent toipare, the' same generous feeling for its degraded situa- 
tion, could no longer be suffered to -influence bis Majesty’s govern- 
-ment to a perseverance f in the system of moderation upon which 
they had hitherto acted.- To act longer upon such a system, un- 
der such discouraging circumstances, would not be to give way to 
the influence of generous sentiments, 01 honourable feelings, but to 
<enable Spam, under the dictation of France, to accumulate re- 
ps JB 3 - 
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sources nnd armies end Qccb, and oiNcnali to be at the* disposal of 
Fninop and for what purpose i France might at once demand the 
contingent of 15 rail of the line and °-1000mcn the could pore 
over demana that Spam should put into activity the whole force 
that sbo conld fcoramand At any moment i c u a* in the power of 
Fiance to cqll far thr whole either of the treasure of Spam or of 
the Hood of her subject? unless tlio contingent succours ihoold be 
deemed sufficient and for nlint purppse f Tho purpose of aiding 
tho French in the war against this errantry for b purpose anno one 
cd at the very offset ol the war continued through every stage of 
m progress, and never once su«pcn led hut in practice for tho 
purpobo of destroying tho power and independence of ihu country , 
for the purpose of overthrowing this Jtoble barrier against the en- 
croachments of French ambition on tho libei tics and independence 
of manUnd The duties of the minister* of this country were, by 

all the e circumstances, rendered extremely delicate and diUjcult 
Standing at the bold of the affairs of a nation hLo this to be at once 
moderate and forbearing totrards Spain nnd wise and prmident to 
Great Britain to tori and to vindicate the justice of their cause, 
yet to mitigate the rigour of justice es far ns true policy ami the 
aafety of tho state would admit of was indeed a trying situation, and 
required the utmost prudence particularly w ben they were scnnblo 
that Spam might bo pushed on jo a or «lth u? though ruin might 
be the consequence to her provided her co-opctalron could in any 
manner facilitate tho projects of the ruler of France for our de- 
struction 

Having stated these genera] principles as applicable to tho state 
of our n-lalions with Spain it remains to consider how thej haul 
Iwcn followed up Gentlemen will see In the papers on the table tbe 
instructions by Lord Huwtcsbnry to our minister at Madrid so far 
hock as October 180-2 instructions which I um confident all inn t 
approve They will tbero see that tho first object of our policy 
was if pcs illc to detach Spain from her degrading connection 
Vith lance and if that ore* impracticable at Jrost to endi-arow, 
fhnt in ease of any future war atber a system of neutrality should 
be settkd^or at least that hostilities with her might be deferred ai 
3 
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Ion;: as possible It cannot bo questioned these pj mcipl**^ were 
acted upon b\ our minimi, nml tint eveiviftort was mule to pte- 
pnre the minds of the Spanish iiournmont loi thise itlt< inntnes. 
In Tune 1S03, m'tiuctions wen given to Mi Puic to demand 
from tlu Spanish gwermnent \ rutum ntion ol tin treat) oj St 
Ildefonso , noi will tun nun 1 Inline, dispute tint the msli actions 
to which 1 allude, ax to tin points to be insisted on, aic fully justi- 
fied h) the law of nation' 

It is needli^s for me to (hull upon the question, how far the li- 
mited succotii' in the treat) of M IkMmiso, would ha\e been 
coiwxu nt with the mutrilitv op'pnm, n- that in ibis no part of 
tin cer I must 'a), hoviur, tlmt it imir wns ndimtud that 
we \ in bound toarquie'ce m tlinse succours bung given so tint 
all arguments founded upon the commut vtton ol t^'tstatui ml mil 
into picum.tr) aid . re inapphr ibh , because, If uc <lul not a<unit 
the (me. we were rertamh no w i\ bound to acquiesce m the' 
other ’1 he conduct which a nation is hound to follow m the case, 
of limited succour, firmshid in pursuant eol a dtluMu. treaty, 
must depend upon the extent of tin assistance , and that ex tint 
must be taken in proportion to the whole tt length and n'ouices of 
the nation furnishing Much will di paid, loo, upon whether the 
treats i' recent oi encient, whether it is genual in its provisions, 
or concluded with (hurt reference to hostilities with a pauiu'l.tr 
ttate Ills Majest) s government at the tunc ui't I) give no opi- 
nion upon the question of limited succour m kind to he furnished 
hy Spain to H nice, because t! at case did not occur 'I he\ diet 
what was necessarj for the protec tmn ol om interests, had it tal in 
place, and the Spanish government were nppused th it our foiccs 
would attack then auxiliary ilect, and prevent their jupetton with 
the enem) That to do so would line bci n consistent with the 
clearest principles of the law of nations, and of self-deience, can- 
not admit of a dispute But while the moderation of this country 
was unwilling to drive Spam into wai, ltwas unquotionabl) neces- 
sary to obtain some phdgc that the tie tty of Ildefonso should not be 
acted upon If they did not make it a specific ground of vvm, they 
ycie entitled to insist that its hostile principle should be abandon- 

be4 
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cd Id tho dispatches of Mr Frcrc will be fo on d the answer which 
he received to the applications he had raade apoq this subject, and 
in which he stated that unless satisfactory explanations nod mur 
atices were ghrn tho treaty of Udefonso could not but be regarded 
us hostile It wm not tOI August that these dispatches reached 
this country The answer of the prince of peace was vague and 
Inconclusive but still it c\mccd a disposition to delay and if pos- 
sible, to flndc compliance with the demands of France Much i{l 
humour existed in the conrt of Madrid against the latter and an 
inclination to must her domination seemed to prevail while every 
disposition was manifested to give camfacUon to the just represep 
rations of this government- Things it roamed in this state till Sep- 
tember nor wot it known here at least, np to that time that 
France had made a foimol demand of the stipulated succours At 
that period a note was presented by M d Auduaga the Spanish 
jnint»tcr here in which he endow ours to prove that the treaty of 
StHdefonso contained nothing hostile to this country And here 
I cannot but remark upon a whinpical circunatanco in those rem 
soilings of the Spanish ambamodor He cndctvoqn to shew that 
tho treaty in question wns, in reality two treaties tho one defen- 
sive the other offensive but applicable only ja the case in which 
both Franco and Spam should bj- common consent enter into war 
against any other country It so hup peps, however that the first 
part of the treaty which SI d \pduagn contends fo be defensive Is 
precisely that which contains thcofanjiro provisions; and that part 
vrhkh he describes aj oflcnuvp n thgt which b defensive For 
under the first part p included the stipulation that Spam, in caso 
the bnuM succours shall be insufficient shall put her whole forces 
jit the dnpoeal of France words which M iT \nduaga argues do 
not mean that Spaip shall join Franco with all ber power though 
words more synonymous I do not think it would be possible to se- 
lect This, h owe ver by fha way and dow to pursue tho Coupe of 
jho negociation 

In September a dispatch «bs receded from Mr Frcrc dated in 
^ingmt in which be announces that Fiance had made a formal de- 
ppipd of tip stipulated succours. fljr Ffcrt tv as theq informed 
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Ly the piince of peace, that, to presen e the neutrality of Spam, 
they were willing to make a pecumaiy sacnfice T lie demands of 
France were urgent, and Mr Fiere writes, that a sum of not less 
than 250,00 Dl, a month, or 3,000,000/ a year, were the terms, 
and though Spam had pleaded for a decrease, it appears to have 
been the sum settled, and indeed rather with increase than dimi- 
nution This event, in which the influence of Trance over Spam 
was so manifest, must have led ministers to conclude, that the hopes 
of the neutrality of Spam would prove \isionary Mr Frere, in dis- 
patches dated 12th of September, mentions, that the Spanish go- 
vernment, in answer to his remonstrances on this subject, had 
stated, that it was better for this country that they should make pe- 
cuniary sacnfice to piescrve thejr neutrality, (though it appeared 
from every account, that this pecuniary commutation was no less 
than 3,000,000/ ) than that they should have supplied the stipu- 
lated succours in kind, and a nominal declaration of war which 
piust have ensued. This mode of reasoning is undoubtedly ab- 
surd and ridiculous, for how could the Spanish government have 
expected that this country would have considered the declaration 
merely nominal, and have abstained from active hostility ? But I 
mention this, in order to shew that the Spanish government them- 
selves, far from thinking even the limited succour consistent with 
neutrality, considered that at least a nominal declaration of war 
must be the inevitable consequence of supplying them In a sub- 
sequent dispatch from Mr Frere, dated 20th of September, ho 
mentions, that he had heard that the subsidy demanded by France 
was 700,000/ a year, and that this vyas considered too much by 
Spain, who offered 600,000/ If then the Spanish governmept 
considered 700,000/ as excessive, is it not clear, by their Own con- 
fession, that three millions was infinitely more than this couq- 
try was bound to consider compatible vyith any principle of 
neutrality 

Nothing further of importance took place m the discussion ex- 
cept a note, respecting the passage of [bench seamen to Ferrol, to 
reinforce the crews of the fleet there , — a subject on which I forbear 
qt present to comment. On the 9th of October, Mr. Frere writes, 
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ed Id tho dispatches of Mr Frerc will be found the answer which 
lie received to the applications he bid made upon this subject, tod 
m which he stated that unleas satisfactory explanation* and cmr 
•nces were given the treaty of Udefonso could not but be regarded 
ns holt lie It was not tfll August that these dispatches retched 
this country The answer of the pnDco of peace was vague and 
inconclusive but still it evinced a disposition to delay and if pos- 
sible, to elude compliance with the demands of France Mach U1 
humour existed in the court of Madrid against the latter and an 
inclination to resist her domination seemed to prevail while e v ery 
disposition was manifested to giro satisfaction to tho just represen- 
tations of thu government. .Things remained in this state till Sep- 
tember nor was it known here at lout up to that time that 
France had made R formal demand of the stipulated succours. At 
that penod a note was presented bj M. d Andoaga, the Spanuh 
minister here in which be endeavours to prove that tho treaty of 
Stifldeforao contained nothing hostile to this country And here 
I cannot but remark upon a whmjucal nrcimutanco in those req 
aonings of the Spanish ambassador He endeavpun to shew that 
the treaty in qarUion was, in reality two treaties, tho one defen- 
sive the other oflennre bat applicable only t* the case in which 
both Franco and Spain should by common consept, enter into war 
against any other country It so happens, however that tho first 
port of the treaty, which M d Andoaga poptends to be defensive is 
precisely that which contains the offensive provisions nnd that part 
which he describes. «s oflenw'T, is thqt which I defensive. For 
under tLe first part p included the stipulation that Spain in case 
the limited succours shall be lDiuffiaent shall put hep whole forces 
at \ht disposal of France words which M d \iyduagR ergots do 
not mean that Spain shall join Franco with nil her power though 
■words more lynonymotn I do not think it would be povsblo to it 
Jfct. Thp, howercr, by ^ho vfay and now to pursue tfio coarse Af 
jbe negotiation 

In September a dupatch ucs ^revived from Mr Frrre dated in 
August in which be announces that Fr? Dee bod made a formal dtr 
Ipnpd of t^c ibpolatcd rccpoqrs Mr Fixrt nw tbeq informed 
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J>y the punccof peace, that, to preserve the neutrality of Spain, 
lJio} were willing to make a pec umaiy sacrifice ’1 he demands of 
Fiance were urgent, and Mr Eure writes, that ,i sum of not less 
than 250,000/ a month, or 3,000,000/ a ) ear, wire the terms, 
and though Spain had pleaded lor a decrease, it appears to have 
been the sum settled, and indeed rather with increase than dimi- 
nution This event, in winch the influence of Trance over Spam 
was so manifest, must have led ministers to conclude, that the hopes 
of the neutrality of Spain would prove visionary Mr Frcie, in dis- 
patches dated 12th of September, mentions, that the Spanish go- 
vernment, in answer to his remonstrances on this subject, had 
stated, th it it was better fur this count rj that they should make pe- 
cuniary sacrifice to picservc thojr neutrality, (though it appeared 
from every account, that this pecuniar) commutation was no less 
than 3,000,000/) than that the) should have supplied the stipu- 
lated suecouis in kind, and a nominal declaration of war which 
pmst have ensued. This mode of reasoning is undoubtedly ab- 
surd and ridiculous, for how could the Spanish government have 
expected that this country would have consult red the declaration 
pierely nominal, and have abstained from active hostility ’ But I 
mention this, in order to shew that the Spanish government them- 
selves, far from thinking even the limited succour consistent with 
neutrality, considered that at least a nominal declaration of wap 
jnustbc the inevitable consequence of supplying them In a sub- 
sequent dispatch from Mr Trere, dated 20th of September, he 
mentions, that he had heard that the subsidy demanded by France 
was 700,000/ a year, and that this was considered too much by 
Spain, who offered 000,000/. If then the Spanish government 
considered 700,000/ as excessive, is it not clear, by their own con- 
fession, that three millions was infinitely more than this coup- 
try was bound to consider compatible with any principle of 
neutrality 

Nothing further of importance took place jn the discussion ex- 
cept a note, respecting the passage of Trench seamen to Ferrol, to 
reinforce the crews of the fleet there, — a subject on which I forbear 
at present to comment. On the 9th of October, Mr. Trcrc writes, 
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that the negomahon with France wu* concluded Mr rrcre,hcme 
Ter was unable to procure any official communication of the ar 
rnn^cment with France though fr in ercry information bo could 
procure it amounted to three millions Stirling a year What wo 
know of that comcntion, bovrc\cr fa sufficient to stamp the con- 
duct of Spain os hostile noil the nfuial of a com man! cation of its 
terms, up to the etry date of tbc inpture, wns of itself sufficient to 
justify war What wc know then is itw-lf a dauntt and specific 
ground fwar unless it bo contended e» I cannot suppose it will be 
m this house that a war aulttidy of thrCrl millions is dot an mfnnw** 
went of neutrality nod docs not render Spain a prindpal in the 
war The Spanish government Indeed all along contended that 
tho subsidy the extent of which they refused to communicate «os 
ouly an cquiial nt for the succours stipulated but we are not told, 
whether it was to lie eohsiderod an equlrolent f irthe limited orfor 
the unlimited iut ct urv. If in the latter nothin., can be more absurd \ 
and if a to the fortnkr on whet pilnnplcs of calculation b the 
cquiwileot estimated ? Under the name of an equivalent an) sura 
might have ban paid In different natiom, different estimates 
of that equivalent would bo foimcd In this country omng to 
citcum»tanc« connected with our pr^jicrit) though sometime* 
burtlicnsorac jn their operation the pceumarv iquiralent for null 
lary aid woold be higher than in any utli r country probably in 
the world What then might be the rated equi\alcnt in hnglond 
for fifteen mil of the hn nnd twenty four thousand land forced 1 
At the highest estimate the pay atid charge* for fifteen udl of tb° 
line for n t«el \ rmo nth woul l not exceed one million Icavingtwo 
for th } land forces. Thfa would bo alio* mg bet wren 80/ or JJdf fr* 
cuiy man It is well known that tin is infinitely beyond the *1* 
lew once necessary in any aerucc or in ony treaty Of »b«t h 
ollowcd a» fecunhm commutation for « tvico in kind we may 
tale an instance from the treaty between thfa country and Holland 
in the year 1788, in a bleb it is stipulated that between 8/ and 
vhnll l>c paid for each man intheinfootry and! 1/ and 12 / for each 
man in tbc corn try Oy thfa calculation of equiralmf howerer 

Spam pay* bet* ecu 80/ and 90/. for each man, on allowance ex 
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Imvag'inlnnd unreasonable in llic extreme Can it be doubted, then, 
that a pecuniary subsidy , to the annual amount of time millions 
made Spain a principal m the war, and could inner be considered 
as a f ur ctpmalcnt tor am, moderate extern of military assistance ? 

If this be the general pimcipU, is it most unqmstion- 
ably is, \\h\ did this government foibear to make it a giound 
of vv.u - 1 I linvc already touched upon tlic reasons 'I lie} be- 

t t 

limed that Spam rnthei submitted to adverse circumstances, than 
acted from choice The} believed that she looked to cn dim- 
stance's that might enable her to escape fiom the thraldoht m 
which she was kept, and to pursue a course moic suited to lici in- 
terests and to her dignity Thcic were, nuked, circumstances in 
the state of Europe, known to those nt the head of alfurs litre, 
circumstances on which I cannot it present enlarge, which seem* 
ed to justit} the liopts which Spain was naturally supposed to enter- 
tain, and which sufiieienMy account for the foibeaiancc mamtested 
by this government It appealing, however, that nothing lud ac- 
tually been signed between France and Spun, insliuttions vscic, 
on the 24th ot November, -ent to Mi Freie, in which he is autho- 
rised to declare to the Spanish government, that the acquiescence 
of his Majesty in the payment of a war subsidy to Fiance, could 
be no more than a temporary connivance, that it must depend 
upon the amount of that subsidy, and the disposition of Spain in 
pthcr respects to maintain a stuct neutrality Mr Tiere is in- 
structed als6 to piotcst agunst the imasuic as hos'ilc , and that 
forbearance ofnctuil war could only be coinimied on the expecta- 
tion that the subsidy was to be temporary, and the most c' press 
reservation of our right to go to wai is made The Spanish go- 
vernment rceeivcd distinct notice, that should his Majesty he in- 
duced to connive at the payment of a subsidy as a tempo) ary mea- 
suie, lie would natuially look with the utmost jealousy to any 
naval preparations in the ports of Spain A dispatch was leccncd 
fiom Mr Trcrc, on the 27th of December, announcing that the 
convention between France and Spain was finally concluded on 
fhe 19th of October In this dispatch Mr Frcre informs this go- 
vernment, that had rcpicscntcd the convention to M. Cevallos, 
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that tho nogocmtion with Franco was concluded Mr Frtre hone 
rcr woj unable to procure any official com mu menu on of the nr 
rangement with France thon Q h fn tn every mfonnimoa he could 
procure it amounted to three million* sterling a year What vm 
know of that contention, however U sufficient to stamp the con 
duct of Spain a* hostile and the re fowl of a common] cation bf its 
tenro, up to the very date of the mpturo was of itself sufficient to 
justify war What we know then a itself a distinct and specific 
ground of war uni It bo contended e»I cannot toppoee it will bo 
in this house that a war subsidy of thrri millions m not to infringe- 
ment of neutrality and does not render 3pam a principal in tbo 
war The Spanish g ivtrnmcnt, indeed, all along contended tbit 
the subsidy the extent of which th’y refused to commiintcatc wo 
only an equivalent foT the snccoun stipulated bat we are not told, 
whether it was to Ik cohsidercdan etpn nlrnt for the limited or for 
the unlimited succour* If lothe latter nothing can be more absurd i 
nod if a to the forrabr on uliat puna plea of calculation u (he 
equivalent estimated ? Undi r the name of an equivalent an) sum 
mi£,hf have been paid In different nations, different ntimnUt 
of that equivalent would bo formed In this country owin 0 to 
ciicumstanccs connected with our prosperity though sometime* 
l urthornome in their ojx ration the pecuniary equivalent for mill 
*tnr) rud would be hi fa htr thon in an) oth r couutr) probably in 
tho world Wlint then migl t be the rated equivalent in Fjigland 
for fifteen oil of the line and twenty-fear thousand kind farm! 
At tho bi 0 hcst estimate the pay nod charges for filleen sail of tho 
line fora taolu-month would not exceed orre million Icuvingtwo 
for the land forces. This would be ollowm^ between SOI or 50 / for 
every mnn It Is well known that thi « InGnitely beyond the al- 
lowance nrcts'ary in tny service or iu any treat) Of wb*t h 
allowed as pecuniary commutation for s nice in kind we may 
take an instance from the treaty between this country and Holland 
In theycar 1788, In which It »stipulot il that between 8 / and p 1 
shall be paid for each man inthcmfnntiy nndlif and for each 
man in the cavalry Dy tbu calculation of equivalent however 
Spam payi between SOi and $0! for each man— -an allowance ex 
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trnvagnnl and umeasonubU in the exticme Can it ho doubted, then, 
that a picuninry subsidy, to tlu annual amount of three* millions 
made Spain u principal in the war, and could newer he considered 
as a fair equivalent for any moderate e\tciu of military assistance? 

If this he the general pnnciple, as it most unqmstion- 
ahly is, win did this government foi hear to make it n giound 
of war? I have already touched upon the lcnsoas Tiie'y he- 
litvoel that Spam rntlici submitted to adverse circumstances, than 
acted from choice 'I hey believed tli.it she looked to cncum- 
stances that in.ght enable her to escape fiom the thraldoln in 
winch she was kept, and to pursue a course moie suited to her in- 
terests ’iul to her digmn 'Iheic were, indeed, cncuinstances in 
the state of Europe known to those at the head of affurs litre, 
circumstances on which I cannot it present enlarge, which seem- 
ed to justify the hopes which Spam was naturally supposed to enter- 
tain, and which sufficiency account for the foibeainnce m untested 
by this government. It appealing, however, iliet nothing had ac- 
tually been signed between Fiance and Spam, instructions vveic, 
on the 24th of November, sent to Mi rn.ro, in which he is autho- 
rised to duel ire to the .Spanish government, that the acquiescence 
of his Majesty in the paMiunt of a war subsidy to Fiance, could 
he no more than a temporary connivance, that it must depend 
upon the amount of that subsidy, and the disposition ot Spain in 
pther respects to maintain a stuct neutiality Mr Iieieis in- 
structed also to piotest against the measuie as liosdc , and lint 
forbearance of actual war could only he continued on the expecta- 
tion that the subsidy was to he temporary, and the most cypress 
reservation of our light to go to wai is made. The Spanish go- 
vernment received distinct notice, that should ins Majesty he in- 
duced to connive at the payment of a subsidy as a temporary mea- 
suie, he would naturally look with the utmost jealousy 7 to any 
naval preparations in thcpoitsot Spain A dispatch vasieccivcd 
from Mr Treic, on the 27th of December, announcing that tlio 
convention between France and Spam was finally concluded on 
fhe lDth of October In tins dispatch Mr Frere informs this go- 
vernment, that |ie had rcpicsented the convention to M. Cevallos, 
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that the negoemtion with France was concluded Mr Frtre heme 
ver wti» unable to procure any official communication of the qr 
mng^raent with Franco though fn m every information he could 
procure it amounted to three millions sterling a year M Lai we 
know of thnt convention, however is sufficient to stamp the con 
duct of Spain as hostile and the n filial of a communication of in 
terms, up to the very date of the nipture was of itself sufficient to 
justify war What we know then* is itself a distinct and specific 
ground f war unless it bo contended as I cannot Suppose ft will be 
in this bouse that a war subsidy of three millions is not an infringe- 
ment of neutrality end does cot render 3pam a principal ia the 
war The Spanish g > rem me nt indeed all along contended tbit 
tbcaubsjdy the eitent of nbicb they rrfu»ed lo communicate mu 
ouly an «jui\ th nt for the succour* stipulated but we are not told, 
whether it ana to be cohxidered on equivalent f r the Incited orfor 
theunlimitea*uccour» If to the latter nothing can hem ore absurd t 
and if a to the forrahr on w bat principle* of calculation is the 
equivalent cktmnted 1 Under tbe name of an cquiralcnt on) mm 
might hove b«n paid In different nations, different estiroatrs 
of that equivalent uould be formed In this conntry orra,, to 
cncumstance* connected with oar pra^K-nt) thongh soraetimes 
brnlliemoroe in their operation the pCctimarv equivalent for mill 
Tory aid wonM be higher than in nnj oth r country probably iu 
the world 'll hat then might be the rated equrtalrnt in hnglaod 
for fifteen »ail of tbo line and tweet) four tbouwind land forte-*/ 
At tbo highest estimate the pay BDd ebargrs for IjJlecn soil of tbe 
line fora twelvemonth would not o' ccod one million leaving two 
f rihrlnod forrrs. This would bo allow between 80/ or ^ for 
every man It is well known that tin is InGnitrly beyond the at 
lowunce necinary in nnj aerucc or in ony treaty Of what I* 
ollowed os pecuniary commutoiipn for s riled in kind wo may 
take an instance from tbe treaty between this country and Holland 
In tin year 178R, in which it is stipulated that beta ren 8/ and ^ 
shall be paid for each man intheinfontry and 11/ and 12/ for each 
man in the cuvaliy By this calculation of equivalent however 
Spain pays between 60/. and 90/ for each man, — an allowance ex 
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tr.uagnnl and umea^omiblc in llio extreme Can it be doubted, then, 
tint r picunuirv sulv-idy, to tlu annual amount of three millions 
Hindu Spain u principal in the war, and could m\cr he considered 
:is a fill equivalent for an\ modeiutc* extent of military tssistancc > 
If tins be the goncril pnnciplc, as it most unquestion- 
ably is, why did llus government loibcar to make it n giound 
of w ir ? I ha\c already touched upon the lcnsois 'I hey be- 
licvul that Spain rathe 1 submitted to adverse circumstances, than 
acted from choice Thc\ believed that she looked to circum- 
stances tint might enable her to escape fiom the ihrildom m 
which she was kept, and to pursue 1 couise moie suited to hu in- 
terests- and to her dignitv fhue were, indeed, cncutnstances in 
the state of Europe known to thos«. nt the head of atfuis litre, 
circumstances on which I cannot it present enlarge, wlmli seem- 
ed to uistiiy the hopes which Spain w is naturally supposed to enter- 
tain, and which sufiicuiiMy account foi the torbeainncc mamtested 
by tins gou'rnmcnt. It appeiung, liowc\er, diet nothing had ac- 
tually been signed between Iiunce and Spain, instructions were, 
on the 24th of November, -cut to Mi Erne, m which be is autho- 
rised to duel ire to the Spnni-.li go\ermnent, tint the acquiescence* 
of lus Majesty in the payment et a war subsidy to Eiance, could 
be no moie than a tcmpuraiy connnance, tint it must depend 
upon the amount of th.it subsidy, and the disposition ot Spain in 
pther respects to maintain u stuct neutrality Mr Iioieis in- 
structed also to protest agiinst the lm asui e as hos 1 lie , and that 
foibcanticc ofactuil war could only be continued on the expecta- 
tion that the subsidy was to be temporary, and the most e* press 
reservation of our light to go to wai is made The Spanish go- 
% eminent received distinct notice, that should his Majesty 7 be in- 
duced to connive at the payment of a subsiely as a tempoiary mca- 
sute, he would natuially look wi’h the utmost jealousy to any 
naval prep nations in the poi ts of Spain A dispatch was received 
fiom Mr Trerc, on the 27lh of December, announcing that the 
convention between France and Spain was finally concluded on 
fhe 19th of October In this dispatch Mr Frero informs this go- 
vernment, that Jie had represented the convention to hi. Cev alios. 
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tu a Var t,ul»id) r whuh bid gi\ en {bit country an undoubted ngbt 
to go to war On this occolion M Corallta argues, that the It 
ruled succour* h»d not been objected to and adds that we ought 
not to complain of the pecuniary subsidy becaio^ we did Dot 
know what it wm This reasoning of M CevaUos b worthy of te 

mark M hen we aigcd a communication of the convention »e 
were told it wns unnecessary because as it was an equivalent for 
tho succours stipulated we most know wbat it was but when we 
complain of tins pay mrnt to Franco es a war subsidy wo arc ea 
twtred M No, yoo have no reason of complaint became ydu do 
not know what we pay r Thus, because the Spanish government 
TfTOBgfutly refuse* the communication of a treaty In which we are 
directly Interested, nc are tb hare no redress, nor must wc be dk. 
pleased when a subsidy b paid ten tiroes the imonnt of tiny stipu- 
lated succours in Hod had the famishing of tbew been admitted 
as they were not tube consistent with neutrality 

The first period of the nrgoctanon begin j with the discuss*** 
respecting tjie treats- of IlrWonso the second with those respect 
mg tbo contention of subsidy tho third cm of the negotiation 
commence* with the instructions sent by Lord Ilawkcsbary to 
Mr hrcrc utter that convention was known to bo concluded Lord 
Ilawkcsburs in Ins letter of the 2l*t January ISO t «ys duduct 
lj that tho convention of tbi 10th October was a sufficient endw 
of war but that from news of forbearance and of policy Ms M* 
jetty 9 ms unwilling, yet, to act upon tho n 0 bt which that measure 
conform] if sail Jjctory explanations can be obtained Mr Frcrt* 
therefore wu* instructed to require explanations mpeedng tbo 
other stipulations of the convention ot the IQtb October and »*■ 
condly to obtain satisfaction as to naval preparation*. The for- 
boamneo of ministers, therefore it not founded either upon blind 
new to the danger which the faturo hostility of Spain, undeT the 
guidance of France might produce but upon motives of policy 
adopting due precaution again t that event Their forbearance 
kos conditional and it required ns a lilt <pra *o* that no naval 
preparation* should be undertaken in tho port*. With 

put this condition the grocronry apd the Jentf) of grjrerancnt 
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would have been criminal had theie been any danger that Spain, 
besides contributing a pecuniary subsidy, would have made any 
preparations for co-operating with France, whenever the moment 
armed, that her military aid would have been useful When Mr 
Freie received these instructions, he was engaged in a discussion 
respecting the sale of prizes, on which at a later period satisfaction 
was obtained, and also respecting armaments at Ferrol. As to 
these, he received assurances that no hostile armaments vveie going 
on m that port Agreeably to his instructions, Mr Frere pro- 
ceeded to demand a communication of the convention of the 19 th 
of October Now, for the first time, however, the Spanish govern- 
ment began, m their turn, to demand an explanation of the inten- 
tions of Great Britain Mr Frere insisted, that a communica- 
tion of the convention must be made preliminary to any agi cement 
for the neutiahty of Spam On this the prince of peace referred 
him to M Ccvallos, and nothing was obtained but vague assu- 
rances, that the treaty contained nothing hostile to the interests of 
, this .country The leason, however, assigned for the refusal to 
communicate the treat) is peculiaily dcsei vmg of attention It is 
expressly said that it had been proposed to communicate it, but 
“ General Bournonville had over-ruled it" Here is evidence m- 
contestible of the contiol exercised by the French over the 
Spanish government, evidence furnished inadvertently by the latter 
themselves The couit of Spam admit that the demand made by - 
us vvasjust, and they excuse themselves for non compliance by an 
apology, of itself highly alarming, and atToidmg the best cnterion 
how precarious must be the reliance on the neutrality of Spam 
while the asccndanc) of Trance continued That we had a light 
to the communication of a treaty in which we were so neaily in- 
terested, I believe no man will dispute. And can it be contended 
that we ought to have acquiesced m that refusal, without at the 
same time saying that we ought to abandon whatever is most es- 
sential to the assertion of our dignity, and the maintenance of our 
rights? In vain is it contended that the connivance of this go- 
vernment in the neutiahty of Spain was an acknowledgment of it 
Outlie contrai), in ever) one of his notes and confcienees Mi. 
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Trero sludifttijly racr+cd the ngbtof tins cofthbry to go to war 
end accumtily distmgimbcd between tempordn connivance and 
poeiuvc recognition The conmranco too mu conditional. It 
depen Jed on the communication of the treaty with France, on the 
ducontinunnco oT all naval armament? and the prohibition of the 
sale of prut* In Sp*mwh port*. That the Spanish government 
were anmrc that their neutrality mi* not ircognirrd, 11 obvious 
from the dikctmiom which took place and from their anxiety to 
learn what were oar intentions. 

It appears that acme mistake ihas occurred from tho me of 
the word coKtatltoM In some of tho Spanish notes as if there 
had been a convention of neutrality between thb country and 
^pnin It is plain however that ibc word refers in most caws 
to tho convention with France though to be sure, it it not 
surpmiug it *bould be thought that such a contention as that 
was, could not be meant to bo characterised as a com ration 
of neutrality And here. Sir I may take notice of a circum 
stance that escaped me in a former part ofinyepccch Lrt to con- 
sider what proportion of the trbolo revenue of Spain the subsidy paid 
to France forms Itwillbcfound I belies c that as the w hole reve- 
cue of Spain, for ererv purpose n not estimated at more than eight 
millions, tho subsidy is between one third and one half of it* pee uni 
ary resources. And t* not that a strange sort of neutrality in which 
one power contributes near a half of its whole annual revenue to 
another power to carry on war against a third 1 If the proportion 
of aid in a defensive trrair r> a consideration of great importance 
in deciding whither it is to be deemed a violation of neutrality 
surely the proportion of a pecuniary commutation to ilia whole 
rocoroofaUntr is not to be held indifferent Suppose for instance/ 
thatPru'*ia or Austria were engaged iu a war with France, would 
it be considered a convention of neutrality if hngland were to HU 
pulnto and pay fifteen millions to one of the belligerent* t And 
fiUeem millions paid by Lngland probably form no larger propor- 
tion of her means than three million* annually paid by Q p*m to 
franco— and by a convention so ridiculously described as e am- 
sennon of neutrality 1 It » evident however that M dAndosga 
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who in a note presented to this go.ernment, speahs of a convention 
of neutrality of the ]()th October between Spam and England, is 
altogether unacquainted with the progress and state of the nego- 
tiation. It is clear, that no such treaty e\er did e\ist, ior it it 
had, would M Ccvallos, in February and March, have talked of 
the understanding which prevailed on the subject, if they could at 
once have settled the dispute by rcfeirmg to the wntten document ? 
But m my view of the subjcc f , it would have been of little conse- 
quence whether such a convention had existed 01 not It is mani- 
fest that it could have recognized the neutrality of Spain only con- 
ditionally, and if the condition was violated, the neutrality of course 
expired, and we should have been placed m the same right of war 
that belonged to us prior to its conclusion But still, though minis- 
ters were disposed to prolong their forbearance and lenity, no satis- 
faction was obtained as to the communication of the treaty Desi- 
ious, however, of aflording every facility , and removing ever}' obsta- 
cle to an amicable arrangement, it was lesolved to recal Mr Eierc, 
inconsequence of circumstances having occurred, that made it im- 
possible for him any longer to communicate personally with the 
prince of peace Upon the nature of that difieicncc, which has no 
relation to the present subject, it is not necessary for me to cnlaige. 
Injustice to Mr Treie, however, I must say, that it arose without 
any fault on bis part, from a most unprovoked, unwarrantable con- 
duct m that person, who, though without ostensible office, is known . 
to have the most leading influence in the councils of Spam Never- 
theless, much as ministers respected the talents and were sensible 
of the services of that gentleman who had so ably filled the place 
of ambassador to the court of Madrid, durmga difficult and criti- 
cal period, they were determined that no collateral obstacles should 
stand in the way of a fucndly termination of discussions, m which 
the public interest was so much concerned They had reasons of 
policy for not driving matters precipitately to extremit}, and re- 
serving the light of war, should circumstances demand its cveicise, 
they continued to leave an opening for conciliation am) airangc- 
ment. 

It was intended to send another gentleman to succeed Mr Trerc 
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the latter returning home on leave of atecncc. The him vend 
Lowctct which brought Sir Frere home on tbo 17th of Septem- 
ber brought letters from Admiral Cochrane which proved in the 
clearest manner the violation of tW condition, on which the for 
beararvee of lilt Majesty * government had particularly been found- 
ed. 'Hi at the clear and precise information communicated by Ad 
mi ml Cochrtune proved that a violation of the condition on which 
the neutrality of ^pain was connived at bad been committed by 
the armament* In tho port of Ferrol and that it was hi com bent an 
government to net npon It, I think cannot b<£ denied. The db* 
potchei of Admiral Cochrane pointed oat many important facts. 
The preparations in tho ports of Spam ware collateral with tho 
etpnpment of tho French squadron and the Dutch men of warj they 
"happened at the moment when French sailors and soldiers were 
Conveyed through Spain to reinforce the crews of the French ships 
the packets were armed as in time of war After our forbearance 
so long founded on the express condition, that no armaments were 
to bo undertaken in the Spanish ports, could the government of 
■this country shut its eyes to an armament begun in circumstances 
so suspicious ? or ought they to bate so for forgot ibcit dutv as tn 
neglect tho precautions which the case demanded t After Spnbi 
had been warned ra what light an armament would be vicacd 
and of tho consequences to which it would lead what would have 
been thought of the ngonr or good sense of ministers had they on 
this occasion taken no steps in consequence of such information t 
What would have been said if the enemy joining thetr forces had, 
come out of Ferrol and proved too strong for the squadron under 
Admiral Cochrane ? though that I do not bebere notwithstanding 
any difference of numerical strength would have happened What 
■would have been said if the treasure ships had arrived rale and 
replenished with dollars the coffers of Spain lobe placed otthedb 
posal of France and employed for our destruction I What would 
hare been said bad tbo Ferrol squadron proceeded to *nr enter 
prixa that would cither ha to struck a blow at oar interest*, or fteiG 
tated those plans which the enemy meditated this country f 

If any of these things had happened, what dt fence could minister* 
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ur<re this day for their negligence, their weakness, nml their pusil- 
lanimity > I belies e they would lmse been uniser-ally and desen - 
edly condemned, not only at home, but mover* quarter of Europe 
and the world, where honourable, sound, and patriotic principles 
have still any influence on the mows, wishes, and sentiments of 

mankind. 

1 cannot believe that any man m this nation would ever have 
thought otherwise than with horror and detestation of the continu- 
ance of forbearance m such a posture of affairs but if, contrary 
to my belief, there w'erc majorities to applaud forbearance, I de- 
clare to you, Sir, and to this house, that there is no censure whit h 
I should not be proud to receive, rather than the prawc of men, 
who could applaud such forbearance, or could even prime hesita- 
tion at a moment, such as that of the receipt in this country ol the 
decisive, and positive, and most unequivocal intelligence fioni ad- 
miral Cochrane, of the armaments in the ports of Spam. Men 
might argue, however, that the intelligence itself was not of such a 
nature, as that a wise and lcflectivc government ought to have adopt- 
ed it, so as to determine them to take measures of prcc tut ion, in- 
dicative of ultimate war I know the intelligence has btc n ques- 
tioned , but I do also know, that it has been questioned without 
cause All the circumstances that ha^c come wjthm my k now- 
ledge, only confiimthe truth and accuracy of that intelligence be- 
yond the possibility of doubt 'llic single thing against it, to 
which weight is attached, is that of the circumstance of a piece of 
news, given by M d’Anduaga, in ono of his notes, the last indeed 
to the British government M d’Anduaga, when first he recuvcd 
the intelligence of the seizure of the frigates of his nation, addressed 
a note to the secretary of state for foreign affairs, m winch he 


states, that a colonel of the regiment ofHiberma, had loctivtd let- 
ters from some officers of his regiment at Terrol, stating that the 
armament preparing in that harbour, of which his regiment was a 
part, was destined to go against the insurgents in Biscay. I do 
not know what gentlemen think of such information. I willn ’ 
disparage the authors of it, but most certainly I am of , >n 
that information fiom a Entish admiral is' higher authority 


c c 
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the information from thb Hibernian colonel. As to tit t»an 
blsgfc and arming at Fcrrol it is more probable howetrr that 
they were originally Intended for a secret expedition 6f Khoe 
sort, bat that when ft became Inown that Biscay was in a 
disturbed stale as the troops could not be spared for a secret 
expedition they were ordered to be landed and received a. desilna 
Con altogether remote from that which was assigned them under 
the plan which had led to their assemblage If it was other* ee, 
it nercr occurred to the {{ovefrior of Calhan to tdl admiral Coch 
rune when this officer wrote to hup lor explanation that the ar 
moment at Fcrrol was dcsimed to act against the Biscayans. TT>* 
cVldenco of the governor of Galhaa set against that Of the cone- 
spcndcxit of the Hibernian cblood would surely weigh somewhat 
in the minds of gentlemen. If the information of the colonel had 
any effect at ul! it mtm have been on the "English newspapers, or 
Oh some persons out of the gcrvornmrnt. On this subject tb* 
Widen ee of the goreroor of Galiicia is conciculve. This pmon; 
in answer to the first letter of admiral Cochrane, detnandin 0 ex 
planadora of the armaments in the ports of Fbrrol rephei, that it 
wus an arming of tome vessels for a secret expedition and not that 
it we* on expedition destined against the Insurgents ofBbcsy 
Mr Frero stated at Madrid hb apprehensions respect ng thatanua 
meat, to * ueh M Ccsnllo* males no other answer than that 
they were not intended to hurt us not that they were collected in 
order to quell tbo revolt of the tubjects of Spain. With respect to 
J| lbe real vtewi of the court of Madrid, in the first agitation of lbs 
plan of her armament in the harbour of Frrrol it must strike every 
body therefore that tho persons the most likely to know either 
.gave them quite a different dost inn boo from I hat minted on by 
M d Anduoga, or refused to ghe any satisfactory account what 
ever of their d xti notion It was not until after tho receipt of those 
•dispatches of M d findunga in which tbe report occurs of the 
justification set up by bim of the conduct of his court that either 
M Ccvtdloi or the go\cmorof Galllcm says that their object »** 
iti quell no ItfUTrection m Bicay ; and It alii doubtless utile 
h/ittH thal ‘the justification by M d* \nduagu was gralai tons 
-i ucnls, was a jo>tifi<\mon the production of hb own 
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and not in any sense founded on the instructions from h.s court . 
and, indeed, there are but too many reasons to think that the ar- 
mament was in the utmost degree hostile m its principle. It 
scarcely possible that it could he at fun intended to net against 
the revolted province. What appear-, to im , Sir, unavoidable to 
our Mewing it in any other light is, that the preparations for it 
Should have been throughout of a pacific completion, of n spirit nnd 
tendency in the highest degree neutral. If the force had hen 
■wanted to quell an insurrection m Biscay, and that it had been 
proper to have sent such force by sea, Spam Imd abundance of 
small craft in which to transport her troops , and such she would 
have been bound to have chosen, lfhcr purpose was wlmt she Imd 
finally stated it to be , thereby avoiding all appearance of hostility. 

In the second place, if she must employ In r slaps of war, what was 
more obviously likely to have been her course, than to have* takui 
"out their guns, and armed her vessels enjhttc: nnd not have rang- 
ed them alongside the Trench and Dutch ships in her hostile har- 
bour of Ferrol ? Add to this, that Spam has no ports, or none at 
which she could, with any hope of safely, land troops in Biscay, 
But where and when was Spam to land her troops, if we grant, for 
the sake of the argument, that such was her intention i \lhv% 
Sir, in the Bay of Biscay, — that bay, incomparably the most tem- 
pestuous in Europe , and in this bay, the dread of the hardiest 
mariners, she was to land her troops, in the midst of the equino\ml 
gales 1 

As to the other documents which have been hid before the 
house, which may be supposed to affect the information received 
from admiral Coclnane, undoubtedly, Sir, in a statement fiom our 
consul at Cadiz, it is reported that there were, at (he period he 
wrote, no armaments going on there But two naval officers, one 
of them captain Gore, writing on the 5th of October, reports very 
differently Still the information from our consul mmht very 
well have been such as to give an idea that there were no anna- 
rnents, or none that were considerable, going forward, at the 
time "’hen he was drawing up that information Foi myself l 

ave no doubt an my mind of the existence of the armaments’ m 

c c 2 
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the information from the Hibernian colonel. As to the 'won 
blagi and arming at FcttoI it is more probable however that 
they were originally Intended for a tec ret expedition of sdme 
tort, bat that when it became known tbit Bttcay was in a 
disturbed state as the troops Could not be spared for a secret 
expedition, they were ordered to be landed and received a destina- 
tion altogether remote from that which was assigned them under 
the plan which had led to their assemblage If it was otherwise^ 
It never occurred to tho j*ovcfnor of Gallia a to tell admiral Coch 
nine, When thu officer wrote to him for explanation that the ar 
moment at Ferroi «u d calmed to act against the Biscmyons. Tb* 
evidence of the governor of Gall) eta set against that of the corre- 
spondent of the Hibernian colonel would fctuelj weigh somewhat 
in the mind* of gentlemen. If the information of the colonel hud 
any effect at all it mint have been on the English newspipm, ft 
tm some persons oat of tho gmommenL On the subject tb* 
'evidence of tho governor of Gallic la is conclusive This pence, 
jn areWer to the first letter of admiral Cochrane, demanding ex 
plana tl ora of tbo armaments in the ports of F£rrol replies, that it 
Vai on arming of some vessels for a secret expedition and not that 
It was on expedition destined against the Insurgents of Discs/ 
Mr Frerc stated at Madrid his apprehension* respecting thatarm* 
meat to which M CcvnDo* makes no other aniwer than th*t 
they were not intended to hurt us not that they were collected to 
order to tjoell the revolt of the subjects of Spain. With respect W 
hhe real viewi of the court of Madrid, in tho first agitation of lb* 
plan of her armament In the harbour of Ferrol it mast strike eteff 
body therefore that the persons the most likely to know oitbe* 
jjave them quite a different destination from that insisted on by 
hi dAnduoga or refused to ghe any satisfactory account vrb*t 
ever of their destination. Itvrta not until after the receipt of tho** 
^dispatches of M d Andoaga in which the report occurs of the 
justification set up by him of the conduct of Ills court that either 
M Cerallos or the governor of Cnlficra says that their object 
to quell an Indirection in Btscoj and It a ill duibtleu 
the hwc thal*tLc jintifiralion by M d \nduagu was gratuit°°b 

n |.ther nerd*, ttdj a justification the production of hb own 



PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 


387 


1805] - 


and not in any sense founded on the instructions from Ins court 
and, indeed, there are but too many reasons to think that the ar- 
mament was in the utmost degree hostile m its principle. It was 
scarcely possible that it could be at first intended to act against 
the revolted province. What appears to me, Sir, unavoidable to 
our Mewing it in any other light is, that the preparations for it 
should have been throughout of a pacific complexion, of a spirit and 
tendency m the highest degree neutral. If the force had been 
wanted to quell an insurrection in Biscay, and that it had been 
proper to have sent sucli force by sea, Spain had abundance of 
small craft in which to transport her troops , and such she would 
have been bound to have chosen, if her purpose was what she had 
finally stated it to be , thereby avoiding all appearance of hostility. 
In the second place, if she must employ her ships of war, what wns 
more obviously likely to have been her course, than to lmv e taken 
"out their guns, and armed her vessels cnjlvtc , and not have rang- 
ed them alongside the Trench and Dutch ships in her hostile har- 
bour of Ferrol ? Add to this, that Spam has no ports, or none at 
which she could, with any hope of safety, land troops in Biscay. 
But where and when was Spam to land her troops, if wc grant, for 
the sake of the argument, that such was her intention ? Why, 
Sir, m the Bay of Biscay, — that bay, incomparably the most tem- 
pestuous in Europe , and in this bay, the dread of the hardiest 
manners, she was to land her troops, m the midst of the equmoxial 
gales * 

As to the other documents which have been laid before the 
house, which may be supposed to affect the information received 
from admiral Cochrane, undoubtedly, Sir, in a statement from our 
consul at Cadiz, it is reported that there were, at the period lie 
wrote, no armaments going on there But two naval officers, om 
of them captain Gore, wnting on the 5tli of October, reports vei; 
differently Still the information from our consul might ver^ 
'veil have been such as to give an idea that there were no arma- 
ments, or none that were considerable, going forward, at th 
time when he was drawing up that information Foi myself, 
have no doubt an my mind of the existence of the armaments r 
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question In order to demonstrate to u* tha hostile dapowUoos 
of the court of Madrid ooe circumstance, which though minute 
tm iroportant-rl allude to the arming of the packets. To 
dispo*c of nil thi*, I contend, that the evidence, to distinct, 
clear and positive of admiral Cochrane t* top ported by the r«y 
excuse* and arguments of the Spanish government Beside*, iad 
ire not tho evidence of their being armed in the information of tie 
governor of Gallicia of a subsequent disarmament ? Thu gentfc* 
ronns information was material in another view ho told os, U 
they were not any longer armed ships of war yet that the pact 
Would remain armed. Thus, however real her armament, her i 
armament au nonixal Now it amnOt be said, that the cw* 
bon of our neutrality or forbearance was, that she should not an 
kior make any armaments in her port* How is the fiictf TO. 
Sir an armament took place in a quarter moat tnateml for a 
jnsm on her bong disarmed and that was in the port ot Ferrt 
where the gallantly of our seamen detained, m a state of bloc W 

■a. squadron of France The acquisition to this squadron, of sets 

aidcrnble Spanish force, might have occasioned not a little nr® 3 
vemcnce Certainly It would hare obliged us to reinforce *■ 
blockading Squadron and possibly it would have been in *0°*^ 
specc, the means of earning a disadvantageous change of P - *^ 
tiom of our general naval forces. Till ibj* surely was rode* 4 
a hostile mind That o rm omen t] took place after a ponm< r '' 

gageraeiit vith us not to make any armament* whatever 

pircumstnnce* what warthc condnct of the court of Spain! &P 
■Sind weejj elapse without one order, account or expi* 33 ^* 
■from that court to its minn-ter M d Andoag* to remove ** 
court of England those just apprehensions, jealoone* ***" 
voidable inquietudes which the knqw n proceedings at F«rol <r ^ 
of nctxttU} to create. The same with xr*petrt to Mr 
Madrid. Notoocword of explanation was pvt® to c® 
d aJhures of the nature or object of these armament* be* 
told generally, but most evasively that they were not ^ ^ 

hart Great Britain This idle jargon continoetf to he thrl^r^ i 

of the Spanish mi an ter until they received the inttih^^ I 
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question In order to demonstrate to ns the hostile disposition^ 
of the court of Madrid, ooe circumstance which though mtfiule 
imporUnt.— r-I allude to the arming of the pockets. To 
dispose of all this I contend, that the evidence, so distinct, 
clear and pemtrve of admiral Cochrane, n supported by the very 
excuses and argument* of the ^panuh government. Boidcs, had 
wo not the evidence of their being armed in the information of the 
governor of GalUcia of a subsequent disarmament ? Tha gentle- 
mans information was material in another view ho told ns, that 
they were not any longer armed ships of war yet that the packets 
•would remain armed Thus, ho w c m real her armament her dis- 
armament was ccmnaaZ Now it cannot be said that the condi 
tion of our neutrality or forbearance wav, that the should not nrm, 
tior make any armament* in her ports. How Is the fact t \\ h) 
Sir an armament took place in a quarter most ftmtenal for at to 
insist on her being disarmed and that was in the port of Ferro t, 
.where the gallantry of our seamen detained in a itatc of blockade, 
■n squadron of France The acquisition to this iqtmdron of a con 
xidcrable Spanish force, might have occasioned not a little incon- 
venience Certainly it aould have obliged us to reinforce our 
blockading squadron *, and poasibly it would hare been in some re 
spect, the mmnjofeatmngedttadvantagrouscbangcofthcposi- 
lions of our general naral forces. .All this surely wnsesldcncu of 
a hostile mind That armament took plucu after a positive en- 
gagement with us not to make any armaments whatever la these 
circumstances what was the conduct of the court of ^poin ? Days 
•pud week* elapse without one order account or explanation 
From that court to its minister 5f dAwfuaga to remove at the 
court of England tbovo just apprehension* jealousies and una 
voidable inquietudes, which the known proceeding* at Terro! were 
ofnccea>ity to create. The same with respect to Hr Frere at 
Madrid Isotone word of explanation wasp cn to our ehurgf 
d jfljirrt of the nature cr object of these armaramt*; but he was 
told generally but most e*a ivcly that they were not mterded fa 
hurt Great Britain This idle jargon continued i<- l>c ttc lingua'* 
of the ^panhh mmntcr unul tb j received the mulhgecce from 
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the governor of Gallicm of the dexterous attempt of M d’Anduaga, 
to peisuade our couit that the armaments were foi quelling the re- 
bellion of Biscay M. d’Andunga’s own dispatches aiming, m- 
formed the ministers of Spam more particularly of the colour their 
ambassador had given to the transaction Yet, when we know. 
Sit, that the same governor of Biscay did at the outset, when not 
furnished with the ingenious but unavailing excuses of M. d’An- 
duaga, inform us, that the expedition was a secret one, shall we 
be amused out of the conviction of our understanding f If any 
man should believe M. d’Anduaga, with the evidence now before 
us, it will exceed my imagination of puerile credulity 

But, Sir, I do not believe that it will be advanced by any man 
in this house, that there were not armaments in the ports of Spain, 
nor can I see Iiov those armaments can be accounted for, but on the 
principle of a hostile disposition As to the armaments in other re- 
spccts, I have only stated what was done The simple question in 
reference to our moderation towards Spain, is not whether we did 
not do enough, but whether we did not do too much , whether we did 
- not remit our due vigour und decision m not declaring vvai on the 
instant ? If we had at once declared war, it would have been consis- 
tent with substantial justice. As it was, our reservation amounted to 
a pointed and conditional declaration of war A breach ofneulra- 
hty was declared actu tl hostility. By this conditional -declara- 
tion of war, it circumstances should arise, we were entitled to act 
at once, so that when we knew of the hostile preparations and arma- 
ments in the ports of Spain, we were justified instantly to diclaie 
war, because, if we could picvent the treasures of thatpowci from 
reaching in safety her ports, we should be preventing a junction of 
the forces of the three powers of Spain, France, and Holland, — - 
the succouring of an inveterate enemy, — the replenishing of Ins 
coffers, or the recruiting of his armies for, assmcdly, these 
treasures were not destined for the coffcis of Spam, but for those of 
France Even in this proceeding, the moderation and fuendly 
dispositions of his Majesty’s government vvcic as obvious as un- 
equivocal We detained the frigates of Spam, mdeed, but, by the 
mode of that detention, we lift; a door open to Spain to return to 
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to her inamt friendships, to the bne of her generouj and magna 
nimoaj policy m better days to the course of her high-minded, 
honourable propensities and feelings, to her true interest*, to the 
paths of her renown and her glory 

Now if we did not at once dec hue war against Spain knowing 
the motives of our onparnWeled forbearance I think it too hard 
Sir, for gentlemen to charge m with the contravention of the law of 
nations, with want of good faith or the violation of the most liberal 
cnhghfoned principles of a just and prudent policy It will bo 
found that wo haro treated Spain with a kindness of which, perhaps 
no epoch of history can furnish an instance. We earned our in- 
dulgence to the utmost extent Wo wen? not to the last moment, 
hostile but to an extent singularly limited i and although Spain was 
gmng every kind nf assistance to her all) i although Joined with 
naval force she was pouring her treasures into her coffers — still wo 
were willing to listen to her ministry and if possible to avert from 
her the evils of war Has Spain requited our friendship? With 
the two conditions on which our forbearance could be continued 
on which she could bo permitted to maintain her neutrality sho - 
refused to comply These were first the cessations of all arma 
ruents and secondly the communication* oftbc terms of the treaty 
of St. lhlefonso A\o did pot demand more than was neernnry 
to our safety We demanded nothing but our confirmed n e ht. If 
wo had not insisted on this prompt!) and made it n ttMttptd a a* 

'wcmj n ht indeed have been deemed of weakness, of pusillanimity 

and imbecility After long concealing her armaments in other 
ports Spain evinced, Uvtdc* a determination to refuse an ex 
planation of those and of what wo ahko required the treaty 
of 17JW From th « circumstances war had become irvnilfl 
blc This was the case len 0 before the ofllur of the frigates lu 
fact thiir seirurp wr not known at the tirao of the duetts non 
at Madrid or of the notification of the 7th fhoicrobcr k* 
to the detention f the frigate* the irrefragable jus tlcv of that 
mra ure must be rbuous to the world That circumstance how 
ever makes no ptrt < t the cav and we * ho aid equally ha e been 
at war had it Dcrrr token pba J do not say tht* to extenuata 
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that proceeding, of winch I trust I ha\e already said enough 
completely to justify it Deplorable as some of the cncumstancu 
were with which it was attended, as indeed bloodshed, though 
shed c\en m lawful war, must always be regretted, )et that oc- 
currence certainly had no influence on the final decision of the 
question of peace or war 

I tiust, Sir, that I ha\e sufficiently pro\ed that, even m the 
commencement of the ncgociations, we had a just cause of war, 
which never was abandoned , that, during the second penod, our 
forbearance, while Spain became bound, and actunlly'pud a war 
subsidy of three millions sterling to France, was conditional » and 
that the condition being violated, we again were possessed ol the 
right of war provisionally declared and all oui diniands of satis- 
faction and security being rejected, we arc in consequence at 
open war. Under these circumstances, I entertain a lull confi- 
dence that the \ote of this house will ri cognise the justice of our 
cause, and sanction the conduct of the government, and that vve 
shall lay at the foot of the throne the professions of a dutiful and 
loyal people, determined to make every sacrifice in the vindica- 
tion of their rights, and m the defence of then conntiy 

I shall conclude. Sir, with moving, “ That an humble address be 
presented to his Majesty, to acquaint lus Majesty, that we have 
taken into outmost serious consideration the papers which hate 
been laid before us by Ins Majesty’s command, relative to the dis- 
cussions which have taken place with the couit of Spain That 
vve observe with the greatest satisfaction, that, thiough the whole 
of the transaction, his Majesty has carried his moderation and 
forbearance to the utmost extent w hich was consistent with a due 
regard to the honour of lus crown, aud the mteicsts of Ins do- 
minions , That, while vve fully concur m the propriety and 
necessity of those prompt and vigorous measuies of precaution 
which lus Majesty found himself compelled to adopt, m conse- 
quence of the naval aimamcnts fitted out by Spain, vve see at the 
same time a fresh proof of hjs Majesty’s earnest desire to avoid, if 
possible, the extremity of war, m the first opportunity winch ho 
even then offered to the court of Spain, to enter on pacific nego. 

' cc4 
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ciation And that, impmsed with theta ten tun rots cm} folly 
convinced of the justice of the war which tho conduct of the 
court of Spam (evidently under the influence and controul of 
France) hai rendered unavoidable wo ihall not fall to afford ha 
ilnjetty our meat zealous and cordial support m every measure 
hich may be necessary for prosecuting the war with vigour and 
bringing it to a safe and honourable tcnnmatioa/* 


A very locrj dbamloo cupxeded | m the coant of which Mr. Grey mored 
sn imendmaif opoo the addrew, to lie efled of cenmrioj the of 

ministers throofbc*rt the Dejoefaufoa. 

At a Lite hoar the debate wu adjourned to the foflowmj day 


February 12, 1805 

Tit dbeiMuco being thl* day roamed on the papers re lib re to the wu 
with Spain, M* Pitt row «t the coochnkn of the debate to reply to the 
Yixic*o arguments that had been adnoeed In eppoerkm to the addrcM. 

After the length of brae Sir which this bosinbs has already 
taken up and morn especially after the able and In mi no ns point 
of ntv in which ray opinions on this subject hate been placed by 
ray honourable and learned friend tho impression of whose 
speech 1 hope slfll rcraauu with the house, notwithstanding the 
attempt which has been made to destroy it, I do not sea on) ne- 
cessity for troubling the houso much further in detail 1 et late 
as ii the timo to which the discussion has been protracted I trust 
1 shall meet with the Indulgence of the house while I shortly ad 
sort to some leading points that have been brought forward relama 
to tho conduct of government tome of them rrfcmng personally 
to myself 

The first point then to which I would turn the attention of 
the house the attempt w! ich baa been roadi to represent ray 
honourable and learned fiicnd and myself as diflj.nng somewhat 
in our opunnns relative to the eorumrnceraent of tho w*ar with 
Ppain nhereas in fact no rhffi.rrnce ncr cuitcd j and ray ho- 
Tk» Muter ef the RoCfc 
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nournble and learned fnend lias only rescued tlie arguments 
which I made use of fiom the vulgar and wi etched miMepiescnta.- 
lion to which they have been exposed An attempt 1 ms been made 
to pro\c that mj self and Lord Hawhesbuiy were so mad as to say 
to Spain, “ we shall forbeai to exercise our lights igainst you for 
n time, and at any subsequent period we shall, when we find it 
convenient, commence hostilities without any fuithcr notice." 
Wc said 110 such thing If we had, then we should have deserved 
all the abuse and derision which have beerf so liberally pouied 
upon us. But us vve never did, all the abusive and vulgir terms 
cmplojed against us maj be retorted on those who could be 
guilty of so glaring and so gross a misrepresentation This, Sir, 
was what I advanced I said, that though the sum paid by Spain 
to France was enormous, jet wc had maintained a system of for- 
bearance for a time, lcserving however to ourselves at any futuie 
period, to consider the subsidies as a cause of war Ibis was 
certainly fair and just, but did I ever say hostilities vtre to be 
commenced in the above case without notice > No, wc said this 
to Spain, “ when you tell us that you wish to gain time, and 
have some hopes that jou will specdilj be in a situation to main- 
tain a strict neutrality, wc shall forbeai for a time, that your 
chance may be allowed you, and eveiy opportunity of keeping 
but of the war granted ” But when vve had given them this ad- 
vantage, and vlien they had this opportunity long enough, then 
wc say this, c< thus far shall our forboainnee go, and no farther, 
and qovy we tell you that from this hour that lorbeaumcc is at 
an end.” 

But while I beg that this may be considered as my opinion, do 
not let it be understood that Spain was haishly limited in piiiut of 
time. For when the above declaiation was coupled with a con- 
dition, who could deny that the violation of the condition, consti- 
tuted a good ground of war without further notice? We said to 
Spam, “ vve forbear 111 older to affoid you an oppoi trinity of 
maintaining your neutrality, if any possible change should enable 
you to do so , but if, in the mean time, you go on with any ar- 
jnaments, then this will be considefed as tantamount tp a declara- 
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Lon of hostHibcs * If then the Spanish government violated the 
conditions upon which our forbearance was founded can any one 
here to-day tell roe that m that case a fresh declaration was nc 
rosary? This Sir 13 what I nud and do still sav Even al 
lowing it to be only our simple declaration, the question a still 
the same Ournght whether she liked it or Dot, remained equally 
enure. But In addition to t hi s , they declared their intention to 
accede to these terms and If any thing could strengthen my case, 
it is that circumstance 

From tho discussion of this point and others equally Im- 
portant, gentlemen start to find foult with the conduct of UkCrr 
country I hare no objection to the quarrels with these papers, 
and tho causes of the war Let them proceed id th nr own 
way do one has any desire to stop them ; but I do say that 
they bavo uttered sentiment* unfavourable to their country j 
founded on nothing else than tho mocrabl and wretched confes- 
sion which they ottempted to produce in our stalemrub 
Whether or not ibu h a conduct consistent with their duty to their 
country I call upon that country to judge These mild advocates 
for peace these pretended rixmie*. of war, Lavo little or no 
hesitation in a lopting any mode of argument err making any as- 
sertion, prodded they succeed in ihwartirg the measures of 
government, or in remuring the conduct of those entrusted with 
the direction of public aCun That system of patience and for 
beorance which in my opinion in this instance is so honour 
abk> to hii Majesty a aerrants has been the subject of irony and 
ridicule with gentlemen on the opposite sule of the house. Bat 
thnt forbearance we had res* Red to cany to a certola extent, and 
no farther \\ e had given intimation to this rffect to the Spanish 
government, and we consequently were not to blame £ r acting 
ns the emergency required. We had frequently apprised them of 
tho danger of f imn„ us to a rupture and hu Majesty s servant! 
shewed n degree of forbearance which e irterd their withes to 
pretint the efionon of blond by recommend mg a sfrong adhe- 
rence to the conditions c f the neutrality they certainly deserved 
praise, not censure Whatever gentlemen rnL.hl allege tho 
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Spanish govoinnnnt, by a violation of those conditions, Iutl ren- 
dered themselves liable to our explanation of thou conduct, con- 
sequent!) to nil the consequences of a rupture, should th it be 
deemed unavoidable After the warnings which uc had given the 
ministers of the court of Spain, they were it last subject to our 
disciction That lenity and moderation, however, winch had 
marked our conduct tow aids Spam, continued till our jutercst 
and honour weie endangered . and thence arose the war, and fiom 
thence we may date all its consequences 

When 1 find the honourable gentleman'' and Ins friends en- 
deavouring to circulate topics of detraction on tins occasion, it is 
necessary for me to set myself light against such misrepresenta- 
tions. The cause of this war has been denied That cause, 
howcvei, was verv obvious, and the agreement 01 condition of 
neutrality having been once violated, that circuinsluncc formed 
the basis of the war. What were the conditions ? The arguments 
of my honourable and learned fueiul have so clearl) defined 
them, that to go over the same grounds would only serve to 
weaken tficn effect The honourable gentleman has insinuated 
that my honourable and burned friend argued only fiom a loose 
conversation That gentleman is not very apt to argue from such 
weak materials, and, therefore, i must take the libcity of deny- 
ing the truth of his allegations The conditions of the neutrality, 
to which I am obliged so often to recur, arc so clearly expressed, 
that little or no doubt can be entertained on the subject They 
positively declare that there shall be no armament, as an arma- 
ment would be considered a sufficient cause tor war If there 
were no conditions expressed or understood, as the honourable 
gentleman has maintained, any aigument on that head would be 
ridiculous in the highest degree It was also stated, that should 
theic be at any time a violation of the conditions of neutrality, 
that would not or>ly be a cause tor war, but foi an immediate 
war, if decreed necessary, and that no declaration would on such 
an emergency be requisite Mi Frere, therefore, found himself 
necessitated to give intimation to the court of Spam, that, qntil a 

* lylr Foa;, 
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satisfactory explanation should be given the alternative of wnr 
most bo resorted to Gentlemen arc therefore mistaken wben 
they suppose that we hare Been guilty of any act of precipitancy 
towards Spam She had sufficient notice of oar resolution to pro* 
cecd to war nnlru prcvfnted by a satisfactory explanation 

fiat it was not only evident that such an armament as that 
alluded to was preparing with every expedition but that it aos 
destined to unite its strength to that of the enemy As the British 
government had warned Spain of tho consequences if she pmlstcd 
id tho>c hostile preparations, the latter was therefore responsible 
lor all tho calamities which might ensue W e had something 
more substantial than mcro appearances for to have acted on 
mete appearances without tho best and most convincing proofs, 
■would Imre been childish in the extreme and justly dewmin 0 of 
thr rididilc nnfl indignation which the honourable gentleman on 
the opposite side bestowed on the supposed errors of govern 
tnmt 

The gentlemen on the opposite side have denied that there 
were any good grounds for tho military contingency of which go- 
vernment complained Tlwy admitted thnt In Biscay troops 
bad been sent b) land » but theft the cause assigned for the anew 
blemcnt of these troops was the insurrection In Bi'-ctj It was 
curious to sec how gentlemen changed their opinions concerning 
the information which lluy received Whrorwr it was conrr 
meat they dimed the validity of the intilligencc received through 
the uu-dipm of admiral Cochrane but admitted that of Mr 
Fit re Tho adaption of this principle arose from their sometime* 

finding thnt Mr l mv s information mo dr for tbefr argument, and 
that admiral Cochranes made against it It «as thus tlicj pre- 
tended to dnMl vc the facts advanced b) thr Utter respecting lh« 
firmament The gallant admiral gave this noun? to government 
when statin,, the exigence and catorr of tins armament 44 most 
of the crews live m the vicinity of Fermi and thr) Lave it is 
said hare panted until the 1 5th of rw\t mouth 1 rou.t how 
ever remark that ti e> can be avsemlt J at any time within a few 
hours.* 1 Was not tlm ami k evidence of the armament f ^ 
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pretended never to have been fitted out against us, although no 
other explanation has* ever been since given. 

Another point put by the honourable gentleman is upon the 
situation of Spam. He asks, whether we can believe that Spain 
would go to war at a time when she v as smai ting under all the 
miseries of pestilence and famine r The honourable gentleman 
observes that, on the subject of the finuly compact, their rights 
were concerned, and the} had an object to look to, and that 
they might adopt the views of Trance , hut now the} have no such 
motive, as on the contrary they are suffering from French con- 
nexion, that they now dread France, — which I believe the}* 
do, as much at lea«t, if not more than the} hate liei Do we 
know so little of the conduct of the government of France, ns to 
suppose that the inconvenience, the distress, or the misery of 
Spam would be a reason that would opciate in the councils of 
France against her passion, hci caprice, and her inordinate and 
extravagant ambition ? She felt that circumstances gave her an 
opportunity of indulging either Are vve 60 lost to all means of 
conjectuung how she would conduct herself tow aids others, when 
their blood or their treasure was at stake, knowing as we do how 
little regard her chief has for cither the treasure or the blood of 
the people of Trance, when any favouiable plan is within his 
view? Are we to suppose, therefore, that he would bc^ tender of 
the blood and trcasuie of Spain, when, on so many occasions, be 
has been so wantonly prodig.il in the cxpendituie of the blood and 
treasure of Fiance, to accomplish any favomite object ? To 
think so, would be singulai indeed But gentlemen sUy, that 
Fiance had already got the use of all the mono} of Spain, and 
therefore she would not take her contingent also, and the honour- 
able gentleman did allow the possibility of this, although he 
thinks it a very extravagant supply Perhaps, «ays he, you may 
eay, France may desire to have the command of both Why, 
yes, Sir, we may say that perhaps she may desire to have both, 
and the more especial!} , at the very time when this negociation 
was depending And here I would ask gentlemen on the other 
Bide, if France thought tnal in a few weeks she might stuke a 
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right. Could St then be mutter of surprise to Spam, that we should 
have taken tho metsures of precaution we did ? Will it not be ad 
mitted that it wu a doty me owed to ourselves to intercept this 
treasure f for can any one in this house be ignorant that n n by 
means of dollars from South America, that Spain affords pecuol 
ary succour* to Franco f As to what they thought of that suc- 
cour it as matter about which it it not our bimiu'ss to inquire. 

But tho matter docs not rest there When we were reasoning on 
the treat) of St. Ildcfonso, I think in tho month of July 1 $03 when 
Mr Frctc was stating to tho Spanish minister the forbearance of 
tills country «b*t did he say to the Spanish minister ? He desired 
him to mark the generosity of his Majesty in not claiming their 1 
treasure ns hb might hare done hut that be let them record it 
at that time it bong understood that they uouid act with more 
strict justice to the system of neutrality What was tho answer 
of tho Spanish minister? Tho answer was m substance nn ac- 
knowledgment of hts Majesty 8 lenity and generosity nnd this fa 
now tamed agarrnt us i and because an end was pat at last to 
such generosity and forbearance in consequence of several 
breaches of the conditions on which only it was to bo continued 
and of which due notice was to bo given to Spain, our measure of 
just and necessary precaution is termed a breach of faith j by turn 
log round as it u called upon Spain and attacking her when she 
was unprepared Among tho grounds of uneasiness which Spam 
expresses in the mouths of February nnd March o the inconveni- 
ence and hardship* the) ruff r on account of their apprehension for 
the safety of their treasure thips coming from Soalh America 
then how could they say they were taken by surprise, since they 
were apprehensive at that early period that to this our atten tion 
would be directed if ever their breach of the conditions ibould in 
duce us to proceed to hostility against them or to take any rn en- 
sure of precaution for oar own security ? And after such notices 
and violations of the conditions of ha Majesty** lenity and forbear- 
ance will any man in this house deny wo acre entitled to proceed 
by force even if attended as it was unhappily attended by tho 
comequenai of battle? M as not the notice thet if they commit 
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ted any further breach ol the condition of such lenity and forbear- 
ance, we should declare wai sufficient to put them on then guard ? 
A ml was it not nnldei in his Altijcsiy’s government to take these 
lew ships of force, thin it tin y had taken nil the merchantmen to 
he found on the sons belonging to the court of Spurn, the right to 
which is unquestionable* 

Then the mutter comes to this, that having a right to make war, 
vet Ins Majesty, tine to the principles of lenity and foibentance 
which had so long distinguished Ins conduct tow.uds Spam, lmd 
not at last recurred to the full cxerciM of Ins light, but only took 
measutes ofpiudont and neccssuiy procnitior , that is to say, mea- 
sures tt> pi event the situ ition of Engl md lx mg w 01 sc, and Einnce 
bottei, during the interval of a negouation, and by % Inch war 
might after all have been avoided. Blit the honouiablc gentleman 
says, that this negociation was a mockciy, and that the measure, 
which we call a measure of precaution, was an act of poifuly. 
The honourable gentleman insinuates, that we are ashamed oi our 
own act, and that we should have proceeded at once to wni, in- 
stead of tins measuic of mockery, of moderation and lenity, if we 
found thatvvc were entitled to do so , that is, in othci w olds, that vvliat 
vve-have done for the preservation of ournational interest, is worse 
than actual hostility and open war If this be true, I shall beg the 
honourable gentleman to consider how valuable a discovery he has 
made, by finding out that it is less dangerous to plunge a nation ir- 
retrievably into the calamities of wai, than to afford it a chance of 
averting them by an adherence to justice 

The honourable gentleman blames us for believing in the truth, 
of the account we had of the preparations of the enemy, and on 
the evidence we had to support the credibility of that account, but 
if any thing came aftervvaids, to corroborate what happened at the 
time we had said we would not make use of the information we ' 
received, I wish to know whether gentlemen on the other side would 
adhere to the tuIc of justice on which they now wish to proceed ? 
Suppose vve had acted as they say we should have done, suppose 
we had permitted this hall-manned fleet at Ferro! to come out ; 
suppose vve had suffered these two millions of trcasu r e to go into 
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Cadix, and from thence m of coarse It would to the c often of 
France i suppose tho two fleet* of Franco and Spam had joined j 
•appose what Indeed is not probable but still pom ble, that, being 
*o joined and fupenur In force they might ha -e defeated our 
blockading squadron, or had by wind* favourable to them and 
advene to U* crossed the channel and brou 0 ht a large fleet of 
ttanspdrts and proceeding in an expedition against Ireland had 
eluded tho vigilance of oar fleet, anJ, under a j auction of favour- 
able accidents had been ablo to effect a landing there ; nnd tup- 
pose it had been our cam to day with the intelligence of admiral 
Cochrane, which u now condemned by the gentlemen on the op- 
posite nde to have appeared in parliament, after neglecting the 
precaution, and after suffering tho serious and alarming evil to 
have reached us by waiting for the explanation from Spain which, 
the honourable gentleman recommended and which would tale 
bfx week* or two months to hare arrived when m the mean time 
the enemy had executed partly bi» purpose of invasion * — suppose 
we hud come to parliament to be excused for having relaxed our 
efforts and laid our case before these friends of humanity, these 
advocates of energy and vigour what would hare been tho lan- 
guage of these gentlemen if we were to throw ourselves on the 
lenity of the bouse? The case ij however thank God at this 
time very different indeed It a owing to that vigilance and acti- 
vity which the honourable gentleman and his friends have so se- 
verely condemned— it is to that ipint and energy that we are at 
this time to attribute the independence If not the salvation of onr 
country I now without further discussion of the causes of the 
war sobmit tho case to the judgment of this house to the jodg 
meat of the country and to the judgment of the whole world 

Mr Orcy*» amendment wn t*y«ire*i| 

Aye* 

Noa )ij 

md the ori£to*l motion wis tben put sed »grt«d tv- 
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Dn n. motion by Mr Shendan, “ Tbit leave be given to bring in a bill to 
Repeal the Additional Force Act of last year,” 

Mr Pitt rose, and spoke as follows 

It is not my intention, Sn, to follow the honourable gentleman' 
through all those \anous digiessions, through all those multifa- 
nous observations, which, in the course of his speech, he has 
thought proper to introduce The greater p irt ot these had no 
sort of connexion with the question more immediately before the 
house, and were evidently introduced toi the purpose of giving the 
honourable gentleman an opportunity of shewing the hou=e how 
much he was capable of conti ibuting to the entertainment of the 
house by illustration, which had no possible relation to the subject 
proposed for our present consideration But, though I view those 
parts of the honouiable gentleman's speech as umvortby of any de- 
tailed reply, and shall not on that account trespass long on your 
attention, there are one or two of the preambles to his speech, to 
which I feel it necessary shortly to advert, before I enter on the 
consideration of the motion with which the honourable gentleman 
concluded his speech 

The honourable gentleman thought proper to advert, in the first 
place, to that surprise which the nonce of his motion, vyhen it was 
first announced, had created on this side of the house The ho- 
nourable gentleman, perhaps, found it convenient to suppose that 
such surpnse existed, merely with the view of turning it to the ad- 
vantage of Ins owm argument T> for my part, know nothing of 
that surprise to which the honouiable member has alluded, but I 
know that the honourable members notice was not, in the first in- 
stance, given within the doors of this house When it was first given, 
Ihaveieason to believe, that the only emotions which it excited, 
were those of satisfaction , and when it was renewed in this house, 
I can testify, that it excited a cry of exultation There was every 
reason to think that, when the right honourable gentleman} oppo- 

* Mr Sheridan. } Mr Windham 

D d2 



401 


MR PITTS 


[Mabch S 


*itc brought forward hi* motion his friends were not by any rocani 
pleaded at the manner m which the discussion was closed It was 
vnth reluctance they divided on the occanoo, because they were not 
afforded an opportunity of delivering thdr several opinions. They 
could not help voting when the question was so loudly called for and 
though the honourable member who this evening opened the debate, 
has paid hi 0 h compliments to the right honourable gentleman i elo- 
quence them can bo do sort of doubt that he was not satisfied 
-without an opportunity of displaying his own powers on bo fertile 
a subject. The honourable gentleman, indeed sufficiently 
shewed from his coodact on tbo former debate, that" he was not 
satisfied with the tnaxmrr in which the debate was terminated. It 
was not for nothing that the honourable member bad take® to 
many pages of notes, not perhaps with the view of answering the 
nght honourable) gentleman t speech bat certainly for the purpose 
of explaining his own peen liar news of subjects touched on in that 
speech had not some discreet mediator dissuaded him frotn the 
resolution which he bad previously formed It cannot be ima 
glued that these not» were taken for tbo purpose of answering the 
arguments of my right honourable friend ;• for ten days of 
preparation have elapsed before the honourable gentleman his 
thought himself in a situation to attempt this with any thing Ilka 
plausibility ot success In following tha course the honourable 
gentleman was no doubt encouraged by miny of his friends who 
were not satisfied with the right honourable gentleman ■ view of 
the business, who flattered themselves that the honourable gentle 
man would take up much more popular ground and who looked 
for w a rd to the prospect of triumphing under hu bennem Whe 
thar tbrae anticipations will be realised will best appear Sir after 
we have fairiy entered on the discussion of the subject. Respect 
Ing the surprise to which the honourable gentleman referred T 
shall only add that on this ode of the house no feeling was enter 
talaed when the resolution of bringing forward the present motion 
was announced, but one, namely that we were ready to enter on 
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(lie discussion at whatever period it might best suit either that or 
any other honourable gentleman to mtioduce it. 

Now, Sir, as to the second of the honomablc gentleman's pre- 
ambles, which ms evidently intended to conciliate the i ight ho- 
nourable gentleman', I led it necessary to make a few observa- 
tions The honourable gentleman bc'gins by assuring his right 
honourable fnond that lie has no wish, whatc\er, to state opinions 
contrary to tho^e which he had hud down in his speech, and thus 
attempts to lull asleep nil npprelu nsion of a wish to interfere with 
lus fuvouutc doctunc. llut hardly is this opiate given, hardly are the 
compliments to the right honourable gentleman’s talents and elo- 
quence uttered, before the honourable gentleman enters on a suies 
of obsi nations, all of which arc calculated to awaken tin. jealousy of 
lus right honourable friend, and to destroy even the fundamental 
principles of that military system m which he took so waim an inte- 
rest If I had carefully selected topics foi .a diffuencc ol opinion, it 
is not easy' to see how any could ha\e been laid hold oftonmihout 
a more complete contrariety of opinion The honourable gentleman 
has this day expressed himself in terms of the highest app w’nition of 
the\aricty ofour military force Now, the right honourable gentle- 
man founded bis whole military system on its uniformity, nnd main- 
tains that the dnisionsof \oluntecis, of militia, and of regulars, con- 
stitute at once its disgiaccand its inefficiency. The right honourable 
gentleman wishes the volunteer establishment to be discarded, wdule 
the honourable gentleman gloi ics in being its ad\ocatc and cham- 
pion Here, then, on the one hand, the house are culled on to look 
to the volunteer establishment ns discarded and exploded, while oti 
the other it is not only defended, but extolled as the grand souice 
of the secuuty of the empire This surely is a pretty glaring evi- 
dence of a difference of opinion, and I leave the house to form 
their own leflections on the subject. But, while it is impossible 
not to advert to this difference between the two honourable mem- 
bers, I cannot help observing, that the honourable gentleman need 
not have recourse to all that delicacy which he has used on the 
present occasion It so happens, that on evciy one ot the leading 

* Mr Windham, 
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points on which the right honourable genii era nn b speech on a 
former occasion was founded tbi right honourable gentlemans 
opinions ho<J Undergone a most important revolution. He now 
Riders as much from himwlf, ns it is possible for the honourable 
gentleman to do on imp of the matters which he has tbh evebhig 
touched on in his speech Tbn augmentation of the nylilia, tho 
plan of raising provisional cavalry the measure of obtaining men 
for rank os well a* the call on ibe parishes for their quotas, all 
of which measure* the right honourable gL-ntleman now to strongly 
censures acre measures adopted when ho bimself was along with 
me a. member of the cabinet and at tho some time u as actually 
secretory at war 

I shqll not qow, Sir attempt to go veiy much intu the question, 
}iow far the opinion of the country is to bo guided by the opinion 
expressed by an individual of acknowledged abibtica and conddc- 
yation. Bat this I feel myself entitled at least to say that if any 
man not only assents to bat actually brings forward measure* as 
n member of the cabinet and thinks proper after an interval of a 
few years, serenely to censure the same measures when be it out of 
power tho confidence of tho country in li^s opinion must bo rot 
penally diminished Now Sir in the year 179^« 'he right honour 
nble gentleman not only assented to all the measures I bavo ju^t 
alluded to as n member of t bo cabinet bat joined me cordially 
xn bringing them forward, and was willing to take hb folf share of 
all tho responsibility attached 1o them other in tbb faousd or m 
the country JIc was then as much as he possibly could be their 
parliamentary author and now be feels himself called upon to 
condemn them in terms of the utmost seventy Thus much Sir 
3 have thought it my duty to say as to the honourable gentleman s 
preambles. Qf ha numerous digressions I shall have occasion to 
aay a few words before I fit down but shall in the mean time, 
proceed to the real question before the house. 

Before I go further I beg lepra to disclaim at the outset tho 
no^r of the question really before the bouse as tho honourable 
gentleman has thought proper to itato it. Tho question a not 
yrhethcr tho bill has, in all its extent fulfilled the object for which 
\t yna on^mlly designed, but whether it has answered iU epd fo 
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a certain extent , ami whet hot, fiom the experience of its past 
effects, it would be bcttei to give it a Anther trial, or nt once to 
accede to the honourable gentlemans motion foi its repeal I 
fulls allow, when I speak ot the utility of the measure, I speak 
of its utility tor increasing the numlnrs of our regular army 
1 he honourable gentleman, on the otlici band, afiects to view it 
mcicR as a tax, and soUly ns a bill foi riming money. As a bill 
for raising men, the honouiublc gentleman asserts that it has pro- 
duced no effect, and cannot pioducc any effect, and it must, there- 
fore, be solely with a view of raising money that it is continued. 
Now, Sir, to this assertion, my answer is simple, unequivocal, and 
direct I always disclaimed the idea of the bill being considered 
as a bill for racing mone\, and never attempted to deknd it but as 
an instrument for recruiting with the greatest expedition our re- 
gular army. The honourable gentleman Ins thrown out a hint 
about withdrawing the bounties from the parishes. and m that way 
rendering it a money bill Tim, Sir, is really a <=ort of proceed- 
ing so disgraceful and abominable , a sort of proceeding so utterly 
out of the contemplation of his Mnji^ly’s ministers, that I am 
astonished it has ever been alluded to I ask support to the bill 
solely on the ground of its bung a measure for the augmentation 
of our military force, and as it appears calculated topiomote 
this important end. The moment it censes to produce any etlect, 
or to hold out any prospect of accomplishing this end, then I shall 
certainly ft el myself bound, not meiely not to oppose, but actually 
to move for its repeal In one sense, indeed, the bill operates m 
a pecuniary way by the penalties which it inflicts on those parishes 
whose quotas arc not provided, but even in this view of it, it 
is far from being attended with peculiai seyenty. On the con- 
trary, it suspends the penalties of t)iearmy ot reserve act, and sub- 
stitutes in their room others of n mildej form. It is, indeed, im- 
possible to conceive anything milder than the act is, in its present 
application, unless, as is not pretended to be cither just or expe- 
dient, the penalties were to be wholly removed 
The honourable gentleman, m speaking of the effect of the bdV 
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fccm* entirely tohareloat light of onocircum s hid cc very Important 
lo be considered which it the period when the bill first camo intq 
activity hrom whatever causes this prose, I shall notnoar stop to 
det nnirw bat certain it n that it was not till the I4th of hovcm 
her tl^at orders were first gnen for grncrtl recruiting to supply 
pamha where deficiencies tested It fa therefore Sir to tho 
operation of the bill since tb«t period much tuojtj than to tho 
effect it has produced in the preceding month* that we on e ht 
fairly to apply for an opnionof its merits Looking then at tho 
last three months, I find that on an nvemgo of each wtc£ thcio 
hare been nearly two hundred recruib ob turned Thus taking 
three months m an average tbo result will be that undef thoope 7 
ration of the bill it will produce an annual addition of betwixt 
Dine or ten thousand men 1 ask then Sir with such a state- 
ment as this before us if wo can think of listening to a propo- 
sition for repealing the bill just at the moment when it shall como 
into foil activity ? 

Tbo hononrablo gentleman has thought proper to say that 
not oik. man has been raised by the bill arid the right honour 
able gentleman maintained that its effects bad been altogether 
inconsiderable Bat Sir, I will ask these gentlemen and the 
house, whether the effect which I have hinted at, bo not one of 
Very considerable magnitude 1 whether it bo not in fact ncaily 
equal to the wholo of the recruits obtained by tho ordinary 
means of recruiting f On thu simple ground, I might almost ex 
clusively teat the merits of the bill and ask tho house whether it 
is one which ought to bo rashly and Inconsiderately discarded t 
But I feel It my duty to tako a fuller view of the subject Here 
it hppean as for as experience has proceeded, and as far as 
yre can possibly judge from that experience that wc may rca^ 
sonahly expect an addition every year of no lets than nine or ten 
thousand men to our regular fofccs .And are tro then To bo (old 
that the measure has pro\ cd altogether inefficient ? It b true from 
the experience of the three months I have referred to I cannot 
pretend to form a conelusiro opinion bnt certainly I bare n much 
fetter right than tho gentlemen on the other side to offer an opml 
on on the fatarp effects of the bill. At far ro experience extendi, 
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these three months arc a pretty good proof that the bill has answer- 
ed its end, and a tolerably fair piesumption that it will continue to 
answer its end still more successfully in futuie It is true, that the 
same favoui able result may not continue to be expenoneed, but 
with stronger piobability I may say that results still more favoura- 
ble may be experienced Let gentlemen consider under wlrat cir- 
cumstances the bill has hitherto operated, and they will sec that 
this is no unreasonable anticipation Let them reflect what ha$ 
been the drain of men on the country for the last eighteen months . 
first, the militia were ballotted for, immediately after the supple- 
mentary militia were raised, and then came the army of reserve , so 
that m Gi eat Britain alone, above 100,000 men had been laised in 
the short space of a year and a half If then, under all the unfa- 
vourable operation of these circumstances, the bill has produced 
the effects which I have described, what may not be expected from 
}t when these circumstances are removed f One great evil which 
the bill was intended to destroy, was the removal of those excessive 
bounties which the aimy of reserve had created While the recol- 
lection of these high bounties existed, it is not to be imagined that 

moderate bounties could have had a fan chance of success When, 
v ^ 
how'ever, the memoiy of them is m a ceitam degree obliterated, 

which it must of necessity be, I entertain no sort of doubt that the 
bill will be found fully adequate to all the purposes for which it 
was framed. We are therefore, hitherto, not entitled to calculate 
its effects m all their extent I have stated what probability justifies, 
and what actjral experience lias proved , and therefore I have com- 
pletely succeeded in proving that the reasons adduced by the ho- 
nourable gentleman in support of the lepeal, ought not for a mo- 
ment to be eptertained by the house , 

The honourable gentleman has attempted to aigue that the 
measure is not at all calculated to produce the end it professes to 
have in view , but in what manner he has supported his arguments, 
I leave to the house to judge. He seems totally to foiget that 
hitherto the bill has operated only on a partial and limited scale. 
It has been applied only to the deficiencies in the militia or the 
ajimy of reserye. Its effects have not been felt over the great bulk 
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of the kingdom Where it ho hitherto been tried it ho had to 
encounter very formidable obstacle*. It ha* been applied chiefly 
m thoK) districts where men could with the^gratf c*t difficulty bo 
found afld therefore it i* the los to be wondered at, jf it ha* not 
answered in all their extent the withe* or expectation* of tho*c 
who originally tupported iL Even under all the hi card of the pe 
naltic* for the army of reverie and the militia the men could 
nut be procured in the place* to which 1 hare referred and I 
will put it to the candour of gentlemen whether if the bill bad 
been even lets »ucce**ful than It bn* been It woold hn e been at all 
n matter of astonishment ? To all these circurntfctncn let me 
add Sir the industry with which the statement* of the told ftd 
lure of the bill have been circulated over the country the dream 
•tanceotits Haring last session encountered nolent oppantion, and 
bang earned by a *mall majority accompanied by the expects, 
tionthat it would certmnlv bo repealed on the meeting of perlia 
ment. V heD bowerer tliese prejudice* arc diswpoted when the 
country »ce that parliament are determined to give the measure a 
foir trial when they hare evrrv reason to think that it w meant to 
be a permanent port of our military »y*tcm I have no hesitation 
so expressing ray conviction that it will fulfil the most sanguine ex 
pectatiora of it* roost aedou* tupporter If any thing further 
were wanting to prove that the bill ha* not yrt got tho fair tnal 
it would be the consideration that in no case yrt have the penalties 
of the ^>ill been imposed- It become*, howevrr a matter of conse- 
quence to have it undentood that they certainly will bo imposed 
and I venture to predict, that even the knowledge will goa consider 
able wny to giving the bill b] 1 the effect which I hope it will bo 
found ultimately to produce At prreect I have no d mbt that fo 
several district* sufficient exertion has not been employed to procure 
the required quota, from an expectation that tbe penalties would 
not be enforced M ben however they arc fully apprrxed of the 
contrary they will feel ltnecroary to make new efforts, apd if tlicto 

efforts arc pmperiy directed there can be no question aboqt pro- 
curing the nece**ary quota*. Tbe measure then Sir has not been 
hitherto fairly tned^uod I certainly shall not pert from it unless 
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reasons much stronger than those which the honourable gentleman 
has condescended to use, shall he employed, and unless the events 
of the remainder of the year pio\e that my expectations of its fu- 
tuie effects turn out to be unfounded 

But, Sir, lam accused of disappointing the house and the coun- 
try, by holding out, through the medium of this bill, the prospect 
of a most rapid and extensive increase of our regular force Now, 
as to this statement, I have to offer a few observations, and, Sn, I 
beg leave to say, that I never holdout any such expectations, I ne- 
ver did give any such pledge, I never said that I looked to^this 
measure solely as the means of recruiting our regular aimy; I never 
argued that this measure was exclusively to furnish us with a dis- 
posable force. Let me remind the house, Sir, shortly of the cir- 
cumstances under which the measure was p r oduccd The ho- 
nourable' gentleman, in his observations, seemed to insinuate that I 
nas hostile to the general principle of the army of reserve act. 
Now, this is a most gross misrepresentation of my views on this 
subject. So far fiom disapproving of that measure, I approved of 
jt cordially, and I am in the judgment of the house, that I supported 
it in the most strenuous manner That act certainly did produce 
a large accession to them my, and, on that account, was a most im- 
portant measure, but it was attended with many very serious in- 
conveniences, in raisjng the bounties, in discouraging dnect inlist- 
jng into the regular army, and in promoting deseuion Those 
wbo felt all these inconveniences, and vybo were at the same time 
convinced that the penalties were excessive, thought that some 
jnilder act should be substituted m its place, that the exertions of 
gentlemen, paiochial officers, and local zepl, would produce eflects 
as impoitant as local activity These weie the grounds on which I 
pnginally presented the measure, and on the same ground I conti- 
nue of opinion that it is in the train of accomplishing all that was 
expected from it , but I never did give the house reason to think 
that l expected any rapid or immediate augmentation of our regu- 
lar force from its operation I did state that the bill would <nvc 
us a strong chance for increasing our regular army in addition tq 
those which pieviously existed I did state that the bill would no{ 
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hnrctLe cfftct of Interfering with any of our existing mode* of re- 
cruiting the regular arm \, or of preventing the adoption of any 
other *ugge*tions- which gentlemen might feel it their duty to bring 
forward on this moit important subject 

On the subject of a great additional force allndcd to by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, J mast bog I rare also (o make a single obscr 
vat inn I thou D ht I had on a former occasion vutRocntly cxprosa- 

*d mj opinion as to what appeared to me the quantum of force 
which I thought neemary to our national security I did on a 
former occasion distinctly declare my conviction that m hnd al 
Trudy in point of quantum of force, nearly os great a number as iho 
arcumvtance* of the empire required and I added that what wo 
then a anted was a diiposahlo force How far we hare or hare not 
got this duposablo force will pnscnttv come 10 be a matter of con 
fcldcrntion But Sir to shew the home dearly that do very great 
addition to the military force of the coontiy was meant suddenly 
to be obtained bv the Lill let me only call on gentlemen to look to 
the bill itself thej will there find, that in the first instance only 
POOO men were to be raised for Cmu Britain How different 
this from the representation given by the honourable gentleman in 
the course of bn speech From, the obscrvnliorn of the honouru 
h)c gentleman 1 em strongly inclined to think that he ha not given 
himself the trouble of consulting more than the oatudo of the bill 
fr r if he hnd at all considered k with the least care ho never conld 
have upposcd that I meant tho bill in the course of one year to 
raise the enormous number of 85 000 men. In the first instance 
there ob* only n deficiency of £>000 men to be made up, and the 
bill was to operate in producing a permanent force m a gradual 
Way and conld not be expected to produce Its full effect in los 
than three four or even six or seven years. I have att mpted to 
t| ctv tho bou*c on tho simplest principle*, that the bill may be 
fairly expected to produce an annual addition of £) or 10,000 nwn 
to our regular force and that thu effect has already been produced 
und t a complication of the most unfarournblo circumstance*. I 
Confess, teeing what the bill has already done, and looking to nbat 
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it is capable of effecting, I anticipate from it the most impoitant 
and happy results 

I am leaily, Sir, astonished at the language of the honou raids 
gentleman, and those who join him m support of the icpeal I 
confess it has never been m3 fortune within the walls of this house 
to hear any proposition so arrogantly and so vehemently brought 
forwaid, which had so little even of the appearance of aigument 
to uphold it The principal object of the bill was, in the first 
instance, to do away an eul which had become the subject of ge- 
neral complaint Has it not produced this efkct' 1 lias it not 
relieved the counties from excessiu buidens ? I Lis it not loweied 
the excessive bounties which had brought regular recruiting al- 
most to a stand ? And has it not m this way become a most im- 
portant auxiliary to the augmentation of our disposable foiccf 
Will it be attempted to be denied, that the reel uiting is now going 
on with fresh spirit, since the eul of excessive bounties lias been 
removed ? The honourable gentleman has drawn a vciy strange 
picture of the state Of our regular arm) , and has even endeavoured 
gravely to maintain, that since last year it has received no sort of 
addition or extension I am realty. Sir, at a loss to know where 
the honourable gentleman has been able to collect Ins information ; 
for sure I am, it is not to be obtained fiom the papers on the table. 
But the honourable gcntlemau seems so wholly intent on the re- 
peal ofthis obnoxious bill, that he will not suftei his mind senously 
to consider the subject in all its relations. Surety it is but fair 
that the honourable gentleman who seemed so much disposed to 
look back to the period when the bill was not in a state of ope- 
ration, should look to the time when it shall be in full activity. 
This, how'ever, lie seems to have no disposition to do , but, satisfi- 
ed that the measure is bad, he will not gne himself time to see 
whether or not it actually does aid the regular recruiting. 

Now, Sir, as to the state of our disposable force at present, 
compared to what it was the preceding year, a very short state- 
ment will afford the house the clearest view. [Here Mr Pitt 
entered into a statement to shew, that we had this year in 
disposable infantry, cavalry, and artilleiy, m addition to what 
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vo had last year about SO COO men ] Surely Sir this a ud 
ducouragm 6 proipcct, thu it no illustration of the ajscrtjona of th<J 
hooburobk gentleman that the itate of the armj h neglected j 
tha a no argument to prove that tho bill a that obnoxiom, iocffl 
cient measure which the honourable gentleman and hit fnendt me 
to eager to repretent it The statement I have made it not Indeed 
n dinct argument in fav ur of the bill bat it it at least a tttoflg 
proof that the bill u not calculated to iDjnre the regular recruit 
ing but on the eontrai \ to assat it in the moatadvantageautnnu 
nor It etuatt. it by removing cutting impediment!, by destroying 
enormous bounties, by patting a stop to the operation of tho ballot, 
ont of which high bounties neceetonly sprung I with gentlemen 
seriously to consider in wbat ttatc the recruiting paw it, before they 
are to clamorous for the repeal of tho bill 'Why Sir I find in 
the month of February alone no lets than 14fl5 rrcnnti have been 
obtained Bat it » not to that month alone that I with them to 
confine their attention I hare already mentioned that the num- 
ber of men added to oar ditpotable force during the last year up 
to the 1st of January is 20,000 of tbeac 1 1 882 hare been added 
nnce June lait that u, within a period of teven month*. The 
whole of the addition for the preceding year hat been only 12 000 
for a period of twelve months. At far at experience cob guide u» 
we have teuton to Chink that we shali have annotlly 6 or QOOQ ad 
ded to our regular force by the operation of tho biQ j and accord- 
ing to the proportion of reenutt obtained in the month of Fcbrna 
iy tnppoaing thrnme propoitton to go forward wc thould have a 
jotal of 14,608 Admitting that to these arc aoded 8000 other* 
who volunteered in tho course of the year from limited to unlimited 
sen ice, we shall have in one year an addition to our disputable 
force of no lew than 26 000 men When J my this, I beg to be 
clearly understood as giving no pledge that tuch a number will 
actually 1 * obtained j but I only tay that, if the r <0111105 thould 
go on as there u reason to expert it will a number nearly equal 
to that may be reasonably expected. Now that the Impediments 
to the recruiting service arc principally removed and that an im- 
pulse has been given to the remer wc bare every ground for hope 
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on the subject. When we consider with what rapidity, almost 
mdeed unexampled, the new levies have been compktcc’ , what 
a spirit had been exhibited during the last and several piceeding 
years, what was the large amount of the addition to oui dis- 
posable foice , — when we reflect on all these things seriously, how. 
Sir, can any gentleman maintain that our militaiy system is quite 
inefficient? I am at a loss to conceive on what principles tiny 
act, and am unable to see how they can seriously stand up and 
hold asseitions, when facts so powerfully demonstrate then fallacy. 
1 I shall now, Sir, beg leave to make a few remaiks on some of 
the extraneous matters which the honourable gentleman has 
thought propef to introduce m the course of his speech , and the 
first of these is the state of the naval defence of the country. I 
am not piepaied to say, what could have induced the honourable 
gentleman to allude to this subject, unless it was that it was sug- 
gested by what tell from my right honourable fnend* on a former 
evening But what my right honourable friend then said, was 
introduced only incidentally, and not with any view to provoke 
discussion All that he advanced, was, as far as my recollection 
goes, that the country, in consequence of the state both of our naval 
and military defence, was not now m that state of dangei to which 
it had been formerly exposed On this slight foundation the 
honourable gentleman thinks propel to attack the present state of 
the naval defence, and directly attacks some expressions of 
mine on a former evening, respecting the noble lordf lately at the 
head of the naval dcpaitment Now, Sir, I certainly cannot 
think this the propel period for going into this discussion. It is 
quite dear, that it could not be gone into this evening Vvith the 
least prospect of advantage to the noble pci son concerned, or the 
public I shall on that account, only make a tew observ aUons The 
opinion I gave on the ministerial conduct of that noble earl, was 
given when I had not the honour of being in las Majesty’s 
government, the opinion, however, which I offeied to the house 
upon the late fhstloid of the admiralty, as a minister, before I 
was m office, has been confirmed bj every thing f have seen since 
* Mjr Canning f Earl St Vincent 
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I cfcmc lab it "Whether there ts to be an inquiry into that rob- 
ject, I know not but if there be I am ready to repeat and nip- 
port my opinion I *bnll Deter *hnnk from maintaining that 
opinion when I am conn need of it* troth nor iboll any man 
dictate to me in what way or at wliat time I am to make it. 
But the honourable gentleman appeared to condemn mo for 
making the declaration With all deference to him, I would 
•ubrait to the home whether it would hare been manly or con* 
did, if continuing to retain the tame «entimentt I had bejituted 
in declaring them. Tbo honourable gentleman, howercr wisbc* 
to know why if I entertain such sentiment* I do hot bring for 
ward a charge ogniost the noble person concerned? To thb my 
answer u iimplo and conclusive — I do not fcel that any charge is 
required The noble lord h « been removed from hn office, and 
I have no woh to cherish hostility against individuals. No man 
ha* a higher opinion of the professional talent* of the noble lord 
than I have, or of the eminent service* he ho* rendered the* coun- 
try I am convinced that the noble lord was guilty of error* In 
ha management of the civil concern* of the navy i but I know 
nl*o, that bu eminent Berrien a re not to be can celled by theta 
error*. A* to the present itate of the naval defence I shall not 
now enter on the subject bat content my*elf with *ying, that 
when the regular inquiry is moved for I am reedy to meet it. 

1 know that the greatest professional men in the kingdom have 
been consulted and every thing has been done which they re* 
commended Tbo honourable gentleman talk* of a few bhipt un 
fit for me purchased by goicrnment but has ho taken tho 
trouble to gam a ecu rat o information on the *ubject f Has bo 
endeavoured lo make himself acquainted with the activity exerted 
by tbo bc*rd of admiralty to repair old ship* to lay down new, 
and to expedite every port of the naval department ? 

The honourable gentleman seldom condescends to favour us 
with a display of hb extraordinary power* of Imagination and of 
fancy i but when he doe* come forward we are prepared for a 
grand performance. No subject come* awm to him, however 
remote from tho question before tho house AU that ha fancy 
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suggests at the moment, or that he has collected from others-^* 
all that he can utter in the ebullition of the moment — all that he 
lias slept on and matured, are combined and produced' for our 
entertainment. All his hoarded repartees — all Ins matuied jests 
- — the full contents of his common-place book — all Ins severe in* 
vectives — nil his bold, hardy assertions — all that he has been trea- 
suring up for dajs, for weeks, and months, he collects into ono 
mass, which he kindles into a blaze of eloquence, and out it 
comes altogether, whether it has any relation to the subject in. 
debate or not Thus it is, with Ins usual felicity, that the honour- 
able gentleman finds a new' argument for the repeal of the present 
bill, because the house and the country have less confidence in tha 
present than even in the late ministers. Upon this point, too, I 
shall say but a few words. If the honourable gentleman really 
thinks ministers unworthy of the confidence of parliament, he has 
means of founding a motion for some proceedings on this subject; 
but let me conjure the house, whatever they may think of me, 
not to wound the public tUrvice by repealing this bill merely by 
doing so to injure the minister. ’Whether I possess the confidence 
of parliament or the country, or not, certainly this is not tha 
mode of determining it. But, Sir, it is rather whimsical, that at 
the very moment the honourable gentleman is saying that I do not 
710,0 possess the confidence of parliament and the couutry, he is 
paying me an involuntary compliment, by owning that at least I 
formerly enjoyed that confidence. It is however, rather unfortu- 
nate, that there is not a single opprobrious epithet that the honour- 
able gentleman has now employed against me, which on almost 
every disputed point he did not lavish on me at that very period 
yhen be allows I possessed the confidence of parliament and the 
country — a confidence then expressed by four-fifths and mne- 
tenths of the country. The honourable gentleman has thought 
proper to allude, too, to the composition of the ministry , and 
here I must again beg leave to wave the discussion I desire the 
house -and the country to'look to the connexions, to the constitu- 
tional agreements or differences, to the habits, to the general views 
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t)f those rrbo compose the present administration, compared »ith 
bther connexions of certain hcmoarable gentlemen on the ■other 
TWe and then I afri ready toobldo by thar candid dedwon. 5 
The honourable gentleman take* a great deal of merit to burr 
Self for the generous, magnanimous, and dmntemted «uppoft 
which he afforded a noble fnend of mine vlrflo at the head of 
hfTairs. I will allow tlmt the bdhburable gentleman did -rapport 
my boblo fnend with a few VpcechSs hnd rota, probably when they 
iacre Hot wanted and my noble fherid b doubtlit* under abbga 
"tion* to him for Tui magndnimity I bdloir however, the hot 
notirahle gentleman mi* not stall backward in ginng hi* rote* 
Vlien my noble friend wa» /breed to resign the hdm of affair*, 
and In thla mbit lively be displayed bu dmn ter&ted conduct. 
The honourable gentkmnn next pesae* on to another no hie friend 
tof mmot who according to a phrasd which I cab find no where 
bht in the school of jacobinism wns catheYrd from bring *ccretary 
/or foreign idTaits to be Bcorotery for the home department On thl* 
■point It will be nccc**aiy for mb to but n very fow'Vrord*. Ah 
arrangement dnhno doubt tako place fn bis Majesty government 
but that arrangement wm mado with tbd free will und efanre con 
torrencoof that Individual and it *a* netcr proposed with any 
bther intention btrtf then can the noble lord bo said to bare been 
cashiered ? So fdx from my having Cvtr harboured any thing like 
sentiment* of diiropcct Cor tba^nobloloVd I haTo neVer even 
when I duagm^I with him on certain moosurd*, felt the least 
diminntion of fhnuiibip nnd regard for Ibat noble person, and far 
from any abatement of attach the n$ to him haring taken place it 
hn« * nee been loemaed, ifpo^tible, by rabaeqaeut prooft oFihlit 
character for which I *° highly -cttcetnrd him. To (bo btber Jtri 
fcincationa of a similar tenflency,. which bnvo dropped from fhd 
honomable gentleman, as they axe wholly without arty founda- 
tion I *holl maho no reply thin mdeh however I bnVi thought 
it. necessary to obterve in vindication of thar clumuiters and of 
tnj own. 

* Lord £*tesrtL_ t Lerd flmkcdwry 
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But tltc honourable gentleman 'rune to ul) much on Ins ap- 
peal to the colmtiy genthmen on them lie confidentH culls, us 
undti n kind ol obligation, to tote iignmst the lull , but b) ilie 
motives from which he ‘.opposes that obli** ttton to spring, the 
narrow metin', of pecuniar) consult i alums, 1 will nenr belie \ c 
they can for i moment hi nctmtul I am not now to be taught 
Mint opinion 1 nm to t nti rtiun of tint mo'-t rtspiclable cl us of 
the community. '1 lie) ore still diatingui-ln’d in ni) opinion h) 
the smie sternness of ch trader, l>y the sum artloui lor the 
honmn of their coiintr). In the same "cal for the public sen ice 
for which the) have nlwuvxbecn consjncuous, and coiifnit-iit I am 
that the) will nc\cr act on the narrow and ‘ellnh pmicipks, 
which the honourable gentlennn thinks them capable of being 
warped b\. Tin.) are alua\s serious md (arnest in coming for- 
ward to expose their lues and iorUines in tin put and iuci«snr\ 
contest in which their coutiJi) mi) lit i ngag. d, nnd vhui the 
constitution and hbcity of the coiinti) arc endangered. Such 
men can therefore nevei bo actuated b\ nun pecuni try motives, 
or by paltr) parochial considerations While the) no doubt wish 
to consult the coinfoit and comonicncc of the lower classes, their 
minds will ibo ascend to the times nnd cm umstancis in whicli 
the) arc or may be placed, and the) undoubted!) will now B pi 
the necessity of impressing a more imliinr) chaiactti upon ihe 
people, and will as cheerfully concur m providing foi whit that 
necessity imposes They will not look upon the prisent measuic 
m the light of a pccuni.ii) burden, but as a ]>ait of that svstem 
whuli is to contribute to that snlut iry end Whencvci the mea- 
sure shall be found to operate as a pecumai) burden, I shall be 
the first to disclaim it, ami to propose its repeal I am pusuadeil 
however, it will base no such effect , but on the contain, ns t lie 
numner raised by it rill annual I) mcrons°, the expense attending 
it will not fall on the parishes or on individuals, but will be paid 
out of the public fund. 

Such arc my Mews and hopes of its prospective efforts , nnd 
strongly impicsscd with these sentiments, I shall conclude, Sir, 

rr2 
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with ginflg my beaded negubre to the mobon mode by th# bo- 
hn arable gentlemaia 


TT* matioc wu ne g atiVd ; 

Aye* 

t\OC% 
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April - 8 , 1305 

Mr Whitbread thb day trooght forward Ui promiied tnotim fotneW c*i 
rite tenth report of the Coeommiooen of NitiI Inquiry | concluding a ipeeda 
-tl great length with morfag the foUcwmg rtJototJcna t 

I “Tint k appeiri to thif cotrmAicc, that on tha i8th of June, 1781, th» 
Ilmae of Comment In a committee of the whole houw came imcojrt other*, 
to the MLowtdj rwohitlcc* i 

That it U the opinion of thh committee, that feme regulation* oojht to b# 
adopted for the purpose of learning and keeping down the bib cm of public 

* money which appear to hare usually been fa the hand* of the trtaraer of 
the naty \ and it would be beneficial to the public if the flm and other clerk* 

* in the different hranchca bdtatyinj to the uid otSt* ware pad by fixed and 

* permanent taianet in hen of iH fees, jramitle*, and other pa quintet what- 
to c T cr 

That it f* the opinion of tin* ecanmitiee that from ftencefot wanf the pay 
‘ taute r general of hh M<je>ry * Udd fovea, and tbetramira ot the cary tot 
•the ilmf behf Jail not apply any ann or »cmi of money im p mte d to t he m , 

* or either of them, to any purpeae of adrtntafe or fatemt to thenoeim, 
either directly ce fadlrcetly 

That It appear* to tha committee, that the comnuwlacer* a ppoin te d t* 

* examine, take, and atitB the public aetoenta of the kfagdami hare, to far a» 
appeal* from the roper tf which they hart hitherto made, dac harg e d the doty 

* krtrruted to them with g r eat dfll g en re , tcc ui iCy add aMity i and if parlfci- 
mart dull carry fato ex e tui ion tboae pfcui* of rt f a r m and regulatkai which 
ire raggated by the matter cantuned in the report* of the rud cwnmiv 
fiooeci, it cannot bnt he attended with tha mow bm dl rial comcqoence* to tha 
fotnrt welfare and prwperiry of thii kirrydoro 

a “ That in furtherance of the intention of tha Home of Coomcai cr 
f retied m »nch reaolotloo*, ha Majesty by hi* warm* dared Jane a 6th 
1781, directed that the abry of the tro mm of the nry should be fa ct cued 
to the mn^cf ^ooof. pa" annam fa fall aatkbctioo 0/ all wa^cj and fw an! 
^y-r jrofio u>d ciaohectEti th ct ct pfor c enjoyed by former tret urcrv 
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3 “ That it appears to this committee, that during the treasurership of the 
right honourable Isaac Barre, the conditions of the aforesaid warrant were 
strictly complied with , that the whole of the money issued from the exchequer 
lo Mr Barre for naval services was lodged in the hank, that it was never 
drawn from thence previously to its being advanced to the sub-accountants, to 
be applied to the public service , that during the tjme Mr Barre acted as 
treasurer and ex-treasurer, he had not in his possession or custody any of thc f 
public money, and that neither he nor the paymaster of the navy did derive any 
profit or advantage from the use or emploj ment thereof 

4 “ That the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, now Lord Viscount Mel- 1 
ville, "succeeded to the office of treasurer of the navy on the 19th of August^ 
178a, when a further addition was made to the salary of the said office, in. 
order to produce a net annual income of 4000/ after the payment of all taxes 
and charges on the same , and that this additional salary was considered by the 
said Lord Viscount Melville as granted to him lit lieu of all wages, fees, 
profits, and other emoluments, enjoyed by former treasurers. 

5 “ That the said Lord Viscount Melville continued in the said office till 
the 10th of April, 1783 , that being asked whether he derived any advantage 
from the use of the public money during that period, he, in his examination 
before the commissioners of Naval Inquiry, declined answering any question 
on that head, but that he has since in a letter written to the said commissioners, 
and dated the 2,8th of March last, declared that previous to 1786, ‘ he did not' 
derive any advantage from the use or employment of any monies issued for car- 
rying on the service of the navy,' but Mr Douglas, who was paymaster, being 
dead, and his lordship having refused to answer any question on this head as 
aforesaid, no evidence has been obtained as to the application of monies issued 
for the service of the navy, or the mode of drawing the same from the banl(j 
(during tins period. 

6 That the honourable G Townshend, now Lord Baynrng, held the 
office of treasurer of the navy, from the nth of April, 1783, to the 4th of 
January, 1784, and that from the examination of his lordship, it appears that, 
during his treasurership, no part of the money issued for the service of the 
navy was applied to his private use or advantage, and that he does not believe 
that Mr Douglas, who acted under him as paymaster, derived any profit or 
advantage from the use or employment of the public money, except the money 
issued for the payment of exchequer fees. 

7 “ That the right honourable Henry Dundas was re-appomted treasurer 
of the navy on the jth of January, 1784, and continued in the said office ' 
until the 1st of June, 1800 

8 That in the year 1785, an act of parliament was passed, a 5 George 
HI chap 31 intituled, ‘ An Act for better regulating the office of treasurer of 
hvs Majesty’s Navy whereby it is directed, that no money shall he issued 
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from the tTramry to the trararert of tic navy; bat that all rrVnU ^ 
for iutiI services thall be paid to the bant on account of tan! aerrlcea, aM 
placed to tbe accocnt of the tre**jrer of the navy and ihoU ndt bo p»^ cat 
of the bank ttnleja for naval services, and fn po twaince of draughts signed by 
t^e treasurer or pome peracct or perwes antborixed by hna j which draaybta, 
»lu!\ specify tbe beads of lemce to which inch anna are to be applied, and 
ttja^ the regulaacra mala- the said act lhall take place frotn the 31st of Jaly 
17SJ 

9- M That the execution of the said act wn postponed tSI the nxwth 
of J a n uar y 1786, mod, frtan that thne till the mxwh Jane, I loo 
v . hen Lord Melville left the office of trasnrer contrary to the practice atih- 
fched in the treswtrer hip of the rigit honourable Isaac Barrf ttcCr sj y to the 
rcaclcrtioct of the Hoit>c of Coctmooi of 1 8th of Jane, 178a and In defiance of 
the provisions of she alxrvu-tnentlaaed act of th* Ijth GecrjV III chop. JI 
tarjc Ktmi of mooey were, under pcetence of nanl s c t tcea , and by fc ssanda* 
loci rmico of the act, atvarKws times drawn front the bank and in ratal Inex- 
cWtjuer and nary bill*, lent apon the a ecui lty of work, employed in dlacoont 
lag prime bilk. In purchasing bank and East-Indk ttodt, and «t*d 1 c tarkna 
tyay for th* purpeaea of prim* eroohunrtit. 

j 10. 0 That Alexander Trotter E>q prynocer cf the nary wn this per 
apo by whom or m wkoae name tbe puhBc toctoey w* tku» employed, tnd 
t^at in ao doing he acted with the knowledge and consent rf Lord Vbcenmt 
Mrirllle \ to whom he was at tbe same thne private agent, and for wboac me 
or benefit ho occaakcaDy laid out from 10 to jo^coi wlibovt ccrtwknnj 
whether he Was jrcvkisnly in advance to bM lcadthlp, and Whether auch ad» 
Ttncea r er e mWe frotn bis pnhEc or private t mU n crt . 

it. 0 That the njfct honourable Lard VJscocnt AleWDe htriog beta 
privy to, and cwsnWcd at the vri-bdiawing from the liaiik of England, fix 
purpear' tf private interest err arwil tuners, turnt baaed to him a* treajerer of tha 
navy and j laced t hb account m tbs bask, accord®! to the provision* of 
t^usjth Geo. 11 L chap 31 hut been priky of a gru»* violation of the hw and 

■high btcach cf Arty 

!». •* Thst it farther appears that, ru b seque u to tbe appointment cf Lord 
J> cWlle, as treasurer of the navy m 1784. *M thriug the tfat>e be ball that 
cf&ce Unv aunt* sf money baaed for th servKi of the nary were tppfied to 
other aerv sees and that the arid Lord. Melville, In letter written le tnrwer 
t a precept rt- tied by the conunhaJaDcrs of Naval Inquiry requlrms an aeetwnt 
tf jnocey received by hxtn or any perron oq his iccnwcrt x by hb order 
from the yayroawer of tbe tnry and also of the time when, and tba perrons 
by wbtan the fame were retarred td tbe bank, or poTomser has declared, 
that be baa no rarterim by which he eneli make ap mch an secesmt, and 
tkit if be Imd matoids, t* could xn do It w ithoct dhdodug ddkata and 
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confiJcntnl trinx-ictions of {government, which hi? daty to the public mast 
have rc<tnined him from mealing ' 

13 “ That Lord Melville, in applying monies i«ued for the ?cru(eof the 
navy to other service*, stated to lm<_ been of so delicate and confidential a 
nature, that, m his opinion, ro account can or ought to be given of 
them, has acted in a manner inconsistent with his duty, and incompatible 
with those securities which the legislature lias provided for the proper applica- 
tion of the puhhc money ” 

On die question being put on the first resolution, Mr JPitt rose 

Sir, — The honourable gentleman* began lus speech with pro- 
fessing an intention to submit tiic subject now unthr consideration 
to the house, without mdulmngin violent or inflammatory topics, 
and I am willing to allow that m the foimcr put of it he adhered 
to his resolutions but I am sorry that in the conclusion it seems 
to have been altogether forgotten In that part of his discourse, 
instead of addressing you with that calmness and moderation which 
best become a criminal accusation, he appealed to the passions of 
Ins audience, and endexvoured to make an impression by the in- 
troduction of mattei that could tend only to abuse the feelings and 
mislead the judgment. lie artiully drew a pictuic of the burdens, 
under which the people of this country laboured, and connected with 
them the supposition that these but dens might have been merensed 
by the practices on which lie lias cxcatiatcd. Now, Sir, in order 
to be entitled to employ such arguments, it is necessary to pi ova 
that such an aggrav ation of the alleged misconduct has actually 
existed. If it shall appear that any irregularities or malversations 
have taken place, I admit th,u they are proper subjects of parlia- 
mentary discussion, but I must reprobate any attempt to mislead 
the bouse or the public, by clamours about losses w hich have 
never been incurred, inconveniences which have never been felt; 
and an increase of public burden which has never been expe- 
rienced In point of fact, there is no allegation in the leport, or 
cvcnm the speech of the honourable gentleman, that anydofS^sTcr 
the public have been sustained , there isj no allegation that buy de- 
falcation, any mischief, any evil whatever, has accrued to, the nn- 

, * Mr WIntbread. 
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tion by the transactions now ro question fA land and tumultuous 
ay of hear I hear!* from tho other side.] To what am I to 3m- 
pafa thu vociferation ? I hopa lt-is not intended to suppress, by 
clamour* like these that freedom of *peech that should prevail m 
Ihn house particularly on so solemn an occasion as this, though I 
cannot but consider It a bad omen of fair and Impartial annum* 
lion that I am interrupted in thu mapper I cannot, hon^rrer, 
•niter myself to be interrupted To inflame the pardon* of men 
who are called on to pronounce upon guilt or Innocence accord 
mg to the remit of investigation, u inconsistent with erery pnn 
ciplo of jratice and I cannot help observing that the honourable 
gentleman has endeavoured to give a certain degree of countenance 
to a ipecies of murepreaentntion of the most dangerous nature 
*rrhi ch has been with uncommon assiduity circulated out of door*. 
J allude to the insinuation* that the seamen of the nary by tho 
circumstance* on which the honourable gentleman ha* comment 
©d hare been prevented from obtaining tho due rewards of their 
toll* and dangen Soch representations are dcstitnte of all founds 
tiun, and I hare no doubt that the brare and mentonou* clan of 
men to whom they are directed, will reject them with Indignation 
and disdain. 

I most complain too that the honourable gentleman has at 
tempted to gire a new of tho care altogether erroneont, when he 
calls upon the house to pass sentence a* upon person* already 
trod and convicted He hoi told us that Lord Melville and creiy 
other person implicated in tho transactions detailed in the tenth 
report, had an opportunity of bciogfkirly tried and that questions 
were put to them by which they might hare proved their inno- 
cence. How I most confidently maiDtam that, whatever infe- 
rences gentlemen may think themselves justified In drawing from 
the statements Jn tho tenth report, it cannot bo called any thing 
Vat a trial. What In all Judicial proceeding*, particularly accord 
ing to the constitution of this country to much tho object of par 
jtcgjnc, constitute* tho essence of fair trial but that the party 
should know tho charge made against him ; that he should hear 
Tinrt be allowed to croc-cxtunioc the evidence that he should be 
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allowed to ^tntc his defence, and support it by evidence, and over- 
throw the accusation b) new evidence and further explanation j 
and, above nil, tint he should never be compelled to criminate 
himself 5 In this case, however, cvciy thing is absent that is es- 
sential to fair trial , a knowledge of the charge, oppot (unity to 
bcai and controvert the evidence, &t &e arc absent, find that 
alone is present which, hy law, is inconsistent with fair trial, 
namclv , that tire part) is supposed to criminate himself Here the 
parties arc examined as to their civ n guilt, without being ac- 
quainted with the charge, the) arc questioned as to faCh, with- 
out knowing to what end their answers are to he cmplo)ed , they 
arc not suficrod to produce evidence m their exculpation, nor per- 
mitted full) to meet specific charges — Besides, too, the very n. 
tenals of which the r< port is composed, are not necessarily such as 
to enable the house to understand them so fully, as to allow them 
to pronounce an impartial nnd intelligent decision. I admit at the 
same tune that the subject is one of a most grave and solemn, 
nature, and that, although no loss nor even inconvenience can be 
alleged to have arisen from the transactions that have taken 
place, )ct, if, in a great money depaitmcnt, irregularities have 
been committed, it may be the duty of the house to set a ni.trk 
upon such proceedings But vvhcthci in this case it be fit to do so, 
must depend upon a consideration of all the cncumstances, which 
at present are not before us m the report Till all those circum- 
stances are investigated and ascci tamed, the house cannot be in a 
situation to form a fair opinion of the matter, fur less can it be 
justified in coming to any vote of ccnsuie. I felt this bcfoie I 
came into the house tins day, and the speech of the honourable 
gentleman has confirmed my opinion The statements of the re- 
port are founded on documents which I defy any man to say do 
positively and of themselves prove that any man is criminal, far 
less can they enable us to ascertain the quantum of demerit, or 
the degree of seventy with which it should be stigmatized Such b 
the judgment I formed upon looking at the leport itself, Jar more 
' must it be impossible fot us to decide fairly now, when many of 
the honourable gentleman’s arguments are founded upon the com- 
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plicnteil matpnalj,of accounts, rery difficult even Iot the most 
Wilful accountant to U unreel and which in one day ctumot; even 
he examined Surely then tha honourable gentleman culls upon 
us for sentence long before the cause is npe for it. 
m The honourable gentleman it Is to be observed, though he 
opened tho cast with throe charge*, gradually caned ha ground 
and at last concluded with telling us that he should call for tho 
opinion of the house tha mght only upon or*. Yet ho admitted 
that tho whole cn*e was connected. What he proposed to post 
pone or abandon or change, bo still preaacd into the semca as 
suspicion. Tha course however I am persuaded tho house will 
by no means countenance. As to the point, whether Lord Mcl 
Mile participated in the profit of money employed for private ad 
Vantage 1 think it would hare been more becoming had the ho- 
nourable gentleman, itottud of bringmg.lt m as matter of aggra- 
vation stated it as a separate charge because that is the point 
T»hlch must most nearly touch the feebngs of all who are concerned 
in bn lordship s imputation of all who feel any interest m the jute of 
men standing upon the trial of their guilt or innocence ^readily 
agree that the subject is one which deserves the meat serious at 
fention of the house it u one which I am desirous they should in- 
yrstignte in the amplest mann r and that should be put m that 
tram of examination which will enable us speedily io form such a 
judgment as duty and honour require But the materials before 
us particularly os applicable to the charges now made ore not 
sufficient to enable us to pronounce I ora sensible that there ora 
many points that ought to be farther inquired into { there are run- 
ons points in which manifest errors exist My object therefore n> 
that a speedy and complcta investigation should take place. 

Tho first charge dvrelt upon by the honourable gentlaman 
though not that on whichbo calb for no immedwtn resolution is 
that certain sum* of money were applied to other than rnral 
aerwcf*. On thb hrad I must say, that the whole case is not be- 
fore us. Mill the house bo contented to pass judgment on th* 
naird unexplained feet? Will they refine to inquire what were 
thc/cncunuiancts under which tbn* application to^k place? Com 
1 
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)t be denied that such n iact mnj exist in a vast variety of shades ; 
that it may ba\e been wanton, or tt may ha\e been ncccssnr\, that 
i? ma} line been great 01 Mnnll, that it may ba\ebeen done upon 
a responsibility bv winch tbe public cause was benefited in n most 
important m inner ? Will the house then refuse to inquire into 
those circumstances ? Will the) rtfusc to ascci tam in what light 
the affair dcsencs to be Mewed ? — Tins smoly must he obMous to 
every gentlemnn who heirs me, and 1 put the case to shew how 
absolutely necessary it is that a farlhei inquiry should take place, 
before wc procted further or pionouncc nay decision. In pur- 
suing this statement I tin satisfied that a select committee of tins 
house is best calculated to prosecute such fnrthci nncstigation as 
will pieparc the house for an impartial decision. Allusion lias 
been made to tins transaction, and the name of a right honourable 
fucnd of mine * is mentioned in the report as ha\ing repaid to the 
treasurer of the navy certain sums lent by that department for 
other public sen ices I must state freely, then, tlint I should be 
ashamed to say that I was ignorant ol such a transaction ha\ing 
occurred I should, on the contrary, be inclined to give to the 
house au account of the circumstances of theafiair, its consequen- 
ces to the public serucc, and, conscious of having been actuated 
by no motive but an honest zeal foi the public, I should have no 
hesitation to submit to the judgment of the house a transaction 
which, irregular and illegal as it may be, originated in no simstei 
Mews, and in their decision 1 should humbly acquiesce, whether 
it were of praise or censure. I am confident tlint the sum ill ques- 
tion was lepaid without loss or inconvenience to any depailmenl , 
and I can add too, that its application was under such circumstan. 
ccs as n would have been impropci to disclose, foi a consideiable 
period at least after they had happened. I can say likewise, that 
tbe sum of 40,000/ was tvvo-tlurds of the whole sum at any time 
diverted in this manner, and if there was no abuse or misapplica- 
tion in this instance, I think it foi ms a sufficient presumption against 
any misapplication by Lord Melville in those other departments 
, where he presided, and to the use of winch the honourable gentle- 
man thinks heyraigkt have, at his own discretion, diverted other 

fMr. i.ong 
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rum* A» to tho charge of Lord Melnle Coimmngat Mr Trotter'i 
turning the public money to dm own advantage I beg to bare ii 
understood that tv ben properly investigated and all thneircum- 
■ataneef explained I sm trot inclined to say that conniving id the 
application of the pobhc money for tbe purpose ctcd of on mno. 
cent profit to individuals without actual lose to the state U alto- 
gether to bo justified But our judgment will depend upon a com 
plete knowledge of all tbe circumstances — wiD depend upon an in- 
quiry into tbe mode of its employment, thr probable danger, anJ 
the amount The commissioner* of naval inquiry however do 
not say that the Issues of the treasurer or paymaster 6! the navy 
were greater than D ecen ary or that the money lrapmted in his 
hands was not forth coming whenever it was wanted In fact, no- 
thing could accelerate those Issues m such a manner as to in 
Crosse the balance in the paymasters hands at pleasure. 

As to tbe rtsJc to which tbe money employed by Mr Trotfrr wta 
exposed it certainl) does not appear that Lord Melville had any 
knowledge how it was applied The honourable gentleman select! 
from a voluminous body of account*, extremely intricate and dif 
ficolt to unravel a variety of Items, to shew that It was vested in 
different denominations of stock but be does not attempt to the w 
that anv loss or inconvenience arose to the public I do not «y 
Indeed that tbw mere circumstance of do loss having accrued is a 
justification j but if no lots did arise. It is u sutfiment presutnptioA 
that no great risk was incurred Under these circumstances it ap- 
pears that many points stated to the report demand dcadatmn* 
and when I state ooo or two material errors, I tun satisfied the 
bou*o will see the impropriety of deciding upon evidence so im 
perfect In their report tbe eommhsionm notice a circumstance 
to which they attach considerable Importance They observe that 
considerable sums came into Mcisj* Coottis bandi without pass* 
}og through the bank j and they insinuate they know not with what 
abuses or further risks this was connected The sum which they 
suppose might hare come into Mr Trotter's account at Coutts* 
without passing through the bark, tbev estimate at sis millions, 
and they exemplify one million paid la on u particular day Now> 
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I nm informed, tint m point of fact the million in question did 
come from the tnnh, that it was drawn by a draught under one of 
the regular heads of service, and brought by one ot the clcihsor 
messengers of the o/Ticc to Messrs. Coutts, and it was all paid away 
an the course of a few’ dnjs, ha\ing been destined to meet a ceitain 
number of nn\y bills then m the course of payment This fact 
of itself o\erthrows the statement oi the commisMoners, and affords 
t fair presumption that m other points then representations would 
be corrected by further inquiry 

With respect to the balance at any time m the hands of Messrs* 
CoUlts, it is not easy, perhaps, to be ascertained , but c\en though 
the principle of placing it man) private banker’s hands is not al- 
together to be justified, yet it must be mntciml to know, if it vvn* 
kept there from the greater ficiht) of the current payments ofth* 
office It is clear thatnt all events money must be drawn in the 
gloss from the bank, to be paid in detail, as Horn the nature of 
naty payments very many of them could not be carried on by 
draughts on the bank. The commi'sioneis line likewise fallen 
into an error, in staling that it was in the power of the pn)mastcr 
to increase the balance m his hands, by conducting the soliciting 
of mono) from the treasury, so as to induce the different boards to 
'which lie acted as banker, the transport, navy, sick and hurt, 
&c sooner than it was wanted But in this the pa) master’s duty 
is wholly ministerial lie obtains issues of money uppn memo- 
rials from the respective boards, expressive of the sums they will 
require foi 1 the service of the month Nor could his being tardy 
in his solicitation have the effect to make them apply soonci than 
the money was wanted. If he were so, Ins balance, instead of 
being increased would be diminished, and on the other hand, Ins 
diligence m soliciting could not procure him the additional balance, 
as in ev ery case the amount of the issues must depend upon the 
estimates of the different boards, the beads of which must be guid- 
ed in their demands by the e' igencies o* - their respective services.* 
The statement ot the commissioners, therefore, makes against the 
conclusion they draw , nor, indeed, is there reason to believe that 
any stratagem of this sort was ever attempted. , - > 
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cum* As to tho charge of Lord Melvfle Connmng at Mr Trotter'* 
W ruing the public mouej to hts cnrn advantage I beg to hare it 
understood, that when property investigated and all thenreum 
itancc* explained l am not inclined to ifty that conmviOg it the 
application of the public money for the purpose eTcn of an Inno- 
cent profit to individuals, without actual Ion to the state, is alto- 
gether to bo justified But our judgment will depend upon a com 
plete knowledge of all the circumstance* — will depend upon an in- 
quiry into the raodo of its employment, the probable danger, anj 
the amount. The commissioners of naval inquiry however do 
Hot say that the keuci of the treasurer or paymaster if the navy 
were greater than necessary or that the money imprest ed iu bn 
hands vras not forth-coining whenever it waj wanted In fact no- 
thing could accelerate those iwues in such ft m anner as to in 
crease tbo balance in the paymaster * hand* at pleasure 
A* to the nsk to which the money employed by Mr Trotter was 
exposed It certaiulj docs not appear that Lord Melville bad any 
knowledge bow it was applied The honourable gentleman selects- 
from a voluminous body of accounts, extremely intricate and dif 
ficult to unravel a variety of items, to shew that it was vested in 
different tie norm rmtlorrf of stock j but be does not attempt to shew 
that any loss or inconvenience arose to tho public. I do not say 
indeed tbat th mere arcumstanco of no loa having accrued is ft 
justification but if no loss did arise it u a sufficient prcsuraptiofi 
that no great risk was incurred Under these circumstances It ap- 
pears that many points stated in th* report demand eluadaiiou j 
Bad when I state ooo or two material errors I am satisfied the 
hoo«o mf 11 see fbe impropriety of deciding opoa cn^enco to im 
perfect In their report the commissioners notice o erreumstnneo 
to which they attach considerable importance They obserr* that 
Considerable sums camo into Messrs Couttss hands without pass* 
ing through tho bank i and they insinuate they know not with what 
abases or farther mbs this was connected Tho sum which they 
suppose might have come into Mr Trottn* account at Couttis 
w^hout pasting throagh the bank they estimate at six millions 
*ud they exemplify one million paid In on a particular daj \ow, 
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'I am informed, that m point of fact tlie million in question did 

come fiorn. the bank, that it was drawn by a draught under one of 

the regular heads of sen ice, and brought by one of the cleiks or 

«* 

messengers of the office to Messrs. Coutts, and it was all paid away 
m the course of a few days, having been destined to meet a certain 
number of na\y bills then in the course of payment This fact 
of itself overthrows the statement of the commissioners, and atTords 
n fair presumption that in other points then repi escalations would 
be corrected by further lnquny. 

With lcspcct to the balance at any time mtlic hands of Messrs, 
CoUlts, it is not easy, perhaps, to be ascertained , but c\en though 
the principle of placing it in any pmatc banker’s hands is not al- 
together to be justified, yet it must be material to know, if it wn* 
kept there from the greater facility of the current pajments of th« 
office It is clear that at all events mom.) must be drawn m the 
gloss from the bank, to be paid in detail, as fiom the nature of 
naty pajments very many of them could not be earned on by 
draughts on the bank. The commissioiiois have likewise fallen 
into an error, in stating that it was in the power of the paymaster 
to increase the balance m his hands, by cdnducling the soliciting 
of money from the treasury, so as to induce the different boards ta 
yvhich he acted as banker, the transpovt, navy, sick and hurt, 
&c sooner than it was wanted But in tins the paj master’s duty 
is wholly ministerial lie obtains issues of money uppn memo- 
rials from the respective boards, expressive of the sums they will 
require for 1 the service of the month Nor could Ins being tardy 
in his solicitation have the effect to make them apply sooner lhaij. 
the money was wanted. If be were so, his balance, instead of 
being increased would be diminished, and on the other hand, Ins 
diligence in soliciting could not procure him the additional bal * 
us in every case the amount of the issues must depend upo 
Estimates of the different boards, the heads of which must be 
ed in their demands by the exigencies of their respective so 
The statement ot the commissioners, therefore, makes aaai 
conclusion they draw , nor, indeed, is there reason to belie 
any stratagem of this.sort was eyer attempted. 
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In ntKrthcrptxnt the comtnrntonori hnv$ fallen into an error It 
fa understood that there ore gaofcrnlly ootitandrogt certain align- 
ments which are entitled to prompt payment, and the money to 
answer them/ a* stated by the commusjoner* of accounts, wboee 
meritorious labour* bate been alluded to U entered to the aci 
count of the paymaster or Bub-accoODlont The corfiramKroer* 
giro estate of the balances at the bonk nnd, making Ru otimatt of 
the current payments, say that those balances amount in one po- 
nod to thirty threo and m another td forty fire day* expenditure, 
whereas they assert that it need not be abort ten or fourteen 
Thu average, however the commisu oners do not calculate fairly) 
u in the one cuio they take it not cm the whole yean of the period, 
Rnd in the .other tale it on tho most d wad rintegoous pen odio[ 
the term they mcladc Bat. this balance they fenj) M d* Trot after 
deducting assignment* outstanding " Now -theta ifaohld be deducted 
t< the paymant la awn good and it depend* on the party holding 
the assignment to receive it when he please* The unuoigned 
balance should alono bo looked to However upon examining 
tho xtmetpeot of ttbo cnrntniTJiooorx, ' even upon the principle on 
which they admit tho averogo sboold ho made whnt they estimate 
«t thirty-three day* is only the avemgo cxpcndiftrc nf seventeen, 
andattheosul of Lord Melville* trmsurcrvhlp only fifteen or six 
teen and in some *o low a* eight days Now, if op; n point of 
this sort the eontrunsiooer* have fallen into no less than four error*, 
Jt » cvidcntlhat the accounts and documents must require n more 
dunute examination and a select committee therefore oppenn 
to me best fitted tu prepare for tho house ohat accurate invci- 
OgHtion on which it* decision should bo grounded i f 

* 'With regard to tho chargo of Lord Melville hiving participated 
in the profit* den red from the employment of tha public 
roomy it it ponlctdoriy rccettaiy that a morn detailed era mi no 
tioo should take place ns it depends »o roach upon matter* of so 
count 1 bcul expected however that, after the solemn denial of 
Lord Met illo on this sut jeet no snvpidon of that kind would bo 
hny longer mriMed upon tard Melville has most exprmly 
dockumrd ha I »\rng knowing} or intentionally deihctl anv pr*- 
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fit or advantage from Air Trotter’s application of public money. 
Wlioexei compares tire questions put to Lord Mels die with the 
letter of his lordship, must be sensible that he in the first instance 
•declined to answer poMtix ely, because from the blending ol the 
accounts the adiunccsby Mr Trotter maj haxc been from pub- 
lic money m his hands On the face of the accounts 100,000/ 15 
the whole amount ofthe ndxanccs to Loid Melxille. It is known, 
that of all the sums of 1G0 millions which had passed tluough the 
hands of Lord Melville, cxery farthing has been applied to ihe pur- 
poses for which it was issued, and has been rogulaily accounted 
for. But if it is thought necessary to fix minute]) the balances 
that may luxe existed at particular periods 111 the 1 mining account 
between Lord Melxille and Mr Tiottei, a minute? examination is 
indispensable. When that takes place it will be found that of 
100,000/. which, on the face of the account, was paul to Lord 
Melville, many of the draughts, though beanng the name of Lord 
JVIelvillc, were in reality payments for public sen ices If this can 
be made out, as I am mfoimcd it can, it will place this matter in a 
new light, and is of itself a conclusive argument ioi farther inquiiy 
Let it be rcmembeied too that, in drawing any inference fiom the 
account 6 , it will be necessary to make allowance foi the sums 
which Mr Trotter was in the habit ofrcceixing for Lord Melville, 
bis salary as trcasurei of the navy, as lord pm) seal of Scotland, 
cind other 'sums not appropriated there 

These points preseut subjects of xariotisnnd impoitant investiga-i 
tions, xv Inch, till they be performed, it is inconsistent x\nh every 
principle of liberality and justice, to state as the founelation of any 
suspicion that Loid Melville xvas in any manner connected with 
Mr Trotter in speculations of profit from the public money As 
Lord Melxille, boxvexci, disclaims any such understanding of mu- 
tual advantage, I trust that this "charge of participation w.ll be 
abandoned Nay, if it should linn out that, m consequence of 
the blending of accounts, Lord Melxille should unknowing!) haxe 
received an advance of mpney which belonged to the public, I sub- 
mit it to the candour Of the house, or of any member, whtrhu 
that circumstance could attach any staih of soidid T '"" J 
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Melville from which b a character i* 10 amw? I cannot belierv 
that the how, that any individual could, not merely m coraoten- 
c> with tho feeling of liberality, bat tho dictate* of common sense 
J» to unreasonable as to accuse on inch narrow ground* Lord 
Mclnllo of bating boon influenced by jntifal condderatioM of 
personal profit. 

Upon thd whole, however a* there are no materials before th* 
boo*? on which thej can form a lair judgment ns the parties ac- 
crued hare not had a fair trial hare not enjoyed the right of bear 
wg tbe charge* and meeting them by cndenceand explanation as tha 
Conclusions patted m the house aro many bf them drawn from a c 
count* detailed, and difficult to be nnrareUed which n committee can 
alone state with cleamen and prccieen j u the appointment of inch 
a committee wbileit mtcrjxac* httle or no delay in the determination 
of this Important inbject, will enable the house to do jtutnpo at one* 
to the country and to the parti ci necotcd I thall conclude with 
moving, That a select committee be appointed to consider tha 
tenth report of the commissioner* of naval inquiry jind the docu- 
ment* therewith connected that they examine the *ome, and re- 
port thar opimon tbercon to the hou*e r _ 


At tie niEjettioo c f Mr Fax, who rti dcdroM tint tie original m o tion 
•herald appear on tie jotmnli of tie Howe, Mr Put ccartemed to ilap« Ik 
amendment in a diff a t m. fonni and, instead of tic rtvolutroei be had pro* 
pote d , be moved tie f t i r itt i frtrtJrt, intimating that, rfxnld that be carried, 
he »hmld then merre lax the committee le had mruilinrd. 

Tie Hmk at a late boar came lo a division, f 

For the pceviocj question tifi l 

Against It *16 , 

The number* bang tiro* equal, the Speaker g*n hk caitrfig tote ■ plat Mr 
Pitt amendment. The cnginj motion *w then pot rod agreed to. 

Tbe *acecedmj; retoludoos were afterwards put sttUUm and earned in th* 
nffirtnadre without in teiiap doo until the eW»tnlh| upon which Mr Pitt 
moved an amendment to leave cut ihe ctroc ediog weeds hw b«n puHry of a 
grtss rioUtkm of the law and * high breach of duty ** and t insert tb« word* 
** baa atted contrary to the Intention* f the wld act. 

Thb amendment, after acme dJKtmico, wa» withdrawn j Mr Plrt moving 
in uj Rod to imert after the word "for parpa<j ofpdnte interest ersm** 
5 
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Ivnrm," the \ om* ” to Mr Trover,” hr.. u se, he argued, there vv no proof 
c- c .'-fci. in 'ha* Lord Melville cormvtd v the drtv mg out of the mmej for 
! t ev .1 n vrr t o' en’o'ur.unv, m>, lie ludtn In letter denied it. 

T'av o-d< “ v ac! "ijisledgcd b, I o-d Melville" \ ere add'Uto die nint'jd- 
n 1 Sr V*ihn n l'n'iimc , i\d the t union 'tn ana abd \ a retd from 
t'r cti' r D e rjw m 5 m? turn p it on the mourn as itonpnd!) cool, 
*’ : speaker < ccr-cd t 1 *t the \yc hod it. L 
Ttctv o rcauirirg rive utc? »v e*c o f vcrmrd. art snd minted r » 


jlicv o. 1 S05. 

v 

3rf t M-t* tj\ er'Tre' ,o to» L e -? <h u m- oftl.t jToa.e cfC'ntntntlrr* 
mg b*:" rep **t, 1 to •! t Ih m*. Mi V.lu hu J r tncJ, “ tfr” the 'iv ver be 
taten into con dr*-* o i immv 1 u'~ hu i.etn.on of ~f er v ,r d> movirp vr 
tndren to ii Mauvv, j "pet hm to c*<L- the mirw o r lord Melville 
to he err tu f-o u t v - p-i\r corn d, a-d to dunu : him from hupre ctita for 
fcter 

:.it PtTT — 

Before, Sir, the mot. on it put from flic clin.tr, I think it necessa- 
ry for me to tnnhe .t \ t r 3 f« t oh i rvativi.s, which npp< nr (o me ot 
sjch a » iturc as will super * do tin* necessity of agitating tho <{ues* 
tion at greater length, on the pre'ent oc< iiston W ht n I nu< rrupt* 
<d the lionoui >iik> giutlcnnni, it was fur the purpose <>I s vying, 
that I lnd a comninnKitiun to urn 1 e to tho homo, vlncli might 
probably rondoj hie motion on kco' c ir) , that communication a., 
Sir, that the object which the hotviti ruble gcntleni m h vs m view, 
is already accomplished I luvo felt it my tints to °d\ise the era- 
sure of Lord Moh ilk's name from the list of his Majesty's pnvy 
■counsellors , his Majesty has acceded to tins advice, and tlmt era- 
sum will, on ihe first day tint i council is held, take place 

H i\ mg said thus much, I 'hail, with the pu mission ot the house, 
5 *iy a fee wouls on the cucumstmccs undci winch I formerly re- 
sisted this pioposition, and those under winch I have fedt myself 
bound to yield to it The honourable gentleman has thought 

* In vdctn*c cn a subieijuent night, thc.e rctolutions Y.ercerdsred to be hid 
before his Majesty bj the whole house 
, -f Mr Whitbread 
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•css mu. riTrs put is, 

hour fas the second nJjhti debit e, me tod eiycmed hi* senrfmeati 
fofltfWi t — 

Differing ^ir as I do, from the honourable gentleman who pro- 
posed this motion, and differing also in many respects from revertl 
of those who have oppoted it, I fed ft necessary to state ihortly, 
tut distinctly the vktts, themotrec* and (ho grounds upon which 
that difference of opinion is founded. Bat m doing this, I cannot 
refrain from expressing, m the first irotnneo, the very great satu&c 
lion I feel at the temper and the moderation \nth which thoraotioti 
was introduced, and \ntb which for so many reasons I am parti 
cuJarly desirous that the drscunion should bo conducted Happy 
am I alio that the manbvr m which tho subject has been intro- 
duced, h?u relieved me from the necessity of entering nt largo mto 
there general principles and grounds which when the question was 
discussed bef re 1 f It myself compelled to do. 

I olacnc with plenum that tho application mado by the petiti- 
oners hu not been advanced os a cjoim of n 0 ht bn of expediency 
1 observe also with equal pleasure that the honourable gcmletnn* 
has argued it upon that ground not that I raeen to infer that the 
honourable gentleman has abandoned the opinion he held upon 
that subj *et but that m tbo application of the pi mciples which 
have governed his conduct lie has thought proper to discuss tha 
question upon tho ground of expediency That is the ground 
upon which I feel tho measure ought alone to be diiruacd for I 
cannot nllow that, at nny time under any circumstance*, or under 
any possiblt situation of affairs jt ought to be discussed or enter 
lamed os n claim or question of ti„ht I Sir have never been 
•ne of those who bate held that the term emancipation is in tha 
smallest degree applicable to the r peal of the few retnnmiog pertal 
statutes to which the catholics arc still liable But, possibly in my 
view of the ground* of expedient I mav think it to be much mor* 
contruduUngulsl od from the question of right than the honourable 
gentleman docs. lie teemi to consider that there r> only a shade 
of difference between the expediency and tbo nghr whereas my 
>kw of the difference u broad, evident and fundament*! 1 cob 
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sulci right as independent of circumstances, and paramount to 
them, whilst expediency is connected with ciicumstam.es, and, in a 
great measure, dependent upon them 

With regard to the admission of the catholics to franchises, td 
the elective fianchise, or to any of those posts and offices which have 
been alluded to, I view all these points as distinctions to be given, 
not for the sake of the person and the individual who is to possess 
them, but foi the sake of the public, for whose benefit they were 
cieatcd, and foi whose advantage they aie to be exciciscd. In all 
times, therefore, and uponcvciy occasion, ubcthci relating to the 
Roman -catholic 01 the protestant dissenter, to the people of Ire- 
land, or to the people of England, 1 have always, from a due ie- 
-gard to the constitution, been of opinion, that we are bound to 
considei, not merely what is denied by apart, but what is best 
and most advantageous foi the whole And therefoie it is, that I 
think it not sufficient to shew, that what is demanded is not likely 
to be prejudicial, but that it is proper to take a comprehensive 
anew ol all the circumstances connected with it, whethei they re- 
late to the time at which the measure is proposed, the manner in 
which it is discussed, 01 the effect that is likely to follow from the 
discussion. That, Sir, is my vi-cv/ of contemplating the piopriefy 
of acceding to the wishes of the catholics, 01 of lefusing them. It 
was upon that principle that I felt satisfaction in the repeal of 
those laws against the catholics winch have been abolished, and 
from the abolition of which I ceitamly am not one who infers that 
danger to the country, with which some gentlemen seem to be’ so 
deeply impressed But, deeply as I felt that satisfaction, I «Jso 
lelt that in no possible case previous to the union could the privi- 
leges now demanded be given, consistently with a due regard to 
the protestant mtciest in Ireland, to the internal tranquillity of that 
kingdom, the fiame and stiucturc of our constitution, 01 the pro- 
bability of the permanent connexion of Ireland with this country'- 
It is true, that after the union, I saw the subject in a different 
light, but whilst that event was in contemplation I did state, as the 
honourable gentleman says, that the measuie would make a mate- - 
rial diffeience in my opinion, but lie has also stated, what is veiy 
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true r that I <iid not ronton di tinct pledge On the edmrory, I 
bebevo the lino of argument I toot was that if it should be 
thought nght to giTc what the catholic* required it might be given 
after the urnoo with moretnfety to the empire or if it r, ere though 1 
proper to refase giving it, that it might tlieo bo refused without 
producing thorn disastrous consequences which might lave been 
apprehended before the union. 1 come, then to the present dis- 
cussion perfectly free and unfettered. I certainly was of opinion, 
that nnd *r an united parliament those privileges might be granted 
tinder proper go anl» rind conditions so ns not to produce any dtn 
gcr to the established cbnrch or the protestant constitution And 
I remain this day of that opinion, end I still think, If from other 
a reams tan ca there was ro objection to complying with the de 
jnands of the catholics and if by a wish they could be earned into 
effect I own I sec none of those dangers which have been urged by 
come gentlemen nor do I think that the introduction erf a certain 
proportion of catholic# into the imperial parliament would be 
likely to be productive of an) influence or effect detrimental or in* 
furious to the welfare of the state or the safety and security of tho 
constitution. 

liat. Sir in delivering this frank opinion I do not mean wil 
fully to shut my yes to this coniietion that a entbohe however 
honourable his Intentions may be must feel euxious to ad\ once 
tho interests of his religion it is in the very nature of man he 
may disclaim and renounce this wish for a time bul there is no 
pwn who i# at all acquainted with the operations of the human 
hemt who docs not know that tho catholic must hil that an. icty 
whenever thf power and the opportunity roaj be favourable to 
hug Dot if these guards and conditions to which 1 have alluded 
had been applied and which, could my vrbhrs hast been tceora 
pHshed it would have been ray endeavour to lm>o applied I 
firmly believe no danger would have costed and no Injury could 
have been apprehended I thought, so on grounds dHTtent from 
those, which have been stated by others not because as catholics 
they had been mgsged in any of tho scenes preceding tlie rebel* 
lion, I do not mean, however, to say, that the calholkt were not 
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engaged ;n it in grtatcr numbers for the nn<ons thnt lime beta 
Milled. — I go foithor* though jicofoin principles were the foun- 
tntion of il.e r< l Hu i, y.t I do not mem to dm), tlmt the m- 
flu- nee of tlm purls thomscNis t nntul with jncobin punt)pk% 
might n<d lime ag'H'auitid tile oil, though thev were not the 
nw o’ II Ah idea v ,ts tu.t to npplj teds to the religious 
ttnch of (he othuho, but tots opphe » hie to what was the source 
and found Uui’t of the cut, to unckr the piles,', msltud of making 
tlum the <n tmmeius of poisoning tin minds of the people, do* 
pimiuitinsom «ort upon the go* i rnment, and thus links, ns it 
wir. , hvtwieu the <,om u.i.ic’it and the people That would lone 
heoj n wise mid u ct mpr< Intone sjMem, (lmt would h ne been 
tlo s\sti 1 1 i huh 1 should lmc tell it to lie tn\ wish, mid thought 
n to (i m Inen ui’t duty to tune pioposed I inner thought that 
it would hue bun wise or priohnt to lime thrnv » down rudely 
oi dmijitl) the guards und h nccs of the constitution , but I did 
think, th vt if the sv-tem I ha e ulludul to lmd hu n divined pro- 
per to ha edopted, it ought to have been ttccoiup um d v iih ilum 
chichi, md guards, amt with iwr^ regulition tlmt could hmc 
gn on additional respect end influuice to the established chuich, 
to the support and protection cf the prott stunt interests, tuid to the 
cnc> uiagunent of cwr) measuie that Could tend to propagate, ami 
spread the vsamp’e ot tbi pi otestant religion 'Ihescwerc the 
gynml Mews and intentions I ciitertamcd. And if, Sir, it had 
been possible to ha\c found that gt ncrnl concurrence which I so 
anxiously d< sired, if 1 could haw carried them into effect in the 
manner I have stated , if persons of more ability and experience 
than myself would have digested them, I am still inclined to flunk, 
that, instead of being attended with those dangerous consequent s 
which sonic gentlemen apprehend, tlvcy would haw afiorded in- 
creased security to the church, and have been favourable to the 
' welfaic of the state, to the stability of the constitution, and to the 
general strength and interest of the empire. 

But when I state this, I must also remind the house, tit it I con- 
sidered the period of the union os the period favourable for the 
adoption of such a measure, not because any pledge had been 
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£lrer> but became there was a greater likelihood that measure 
juight be adopted after the muon than before it. The period was 
favourable also od another account favourable from the recent 
impressions that might be expected to be made on mm i minds of 
the probability of increased security from tho union j from being 
amalgamated and incorporated with the imperial legislature re- 
mote from l ho dangerous influence that might at times bo supposed 
to operate upon, and overawe the local legislature of Ireland Sir 
I repent that if, under the reccqt impression of these cncum 
stances I could have brought forward the measure as the first 
fruits of the union I should have hoped there might haTo been a 
disposition to have received it without rekindling those religious 
animosities, ot reviving those contending interests, between cathdhv 
and protestont, which w henenrr they do exist aro most adverse to 
tho welfare tho prosperity and the happiness of the state 

Thb was the view in which I considered Urn most important 
subject these were tho objects a Inch- 1 uobed to attain but 
circumstances, unfortunate circumstances, in ray opinion rendered 
It nt that pen >d impossible to bring forward tbo measure In tho 
way in which I then hoped it might be practicable to bnng it for 
word — in the only wa) m which I think it ought at any time tp 
bo brought forward — in the only way in which it could" be brought 
forward with ndmntngu to the claims of those whose {Petition is now 
under consideration dr with any hope of rccouciiin 0 all diSc- 
rences of bur) mg all animosities ond of producing lliat perfect 
union In the adimitegch of winch gmllcnKiion all side* so entirely 
concur \\ bn^ the circumstances ur re to wl tch I allinle as has 
Jug at lliat tirno prevented me from cullm 0 tl o utu ntion of parira 
mCDt to this subject, in the manner and with tbp ppwpecli which 
1 wished it is not now necessary for me to state Ml tbc rxpla 
wuions wblqh I thought it roy dut) to gm I pise at that time— 
more I do nit feel mj^elf now called upon to gin* and nothing 
shall induce roe to cuter into foitbcr details upon tbii subject, 
] shall therefore pow content my*<Jf with ttautr* that the nr 
purmtanees which made roc frcl that it wa tl « n improper to bring 
foiwanl thb question and which led it the resignation of tin thep 
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administration, 'bare made so deep, so lasting an impression upon my 
mind, that, so long as those cucumstances continue to operate, I 
shall feel it a duty imposed upon me not only not to bung for- 
ward, but not In any manner to be a party m bunging forward or 
m agitating this question 

Ilaung said thus much, Su, upon the opinions I then entertained, 
and upon the punciplcs which then, and I trust always will, govern 
my conduct, I think it right to add, that the whole oi the plan 
which I had formed, the whole essence of the system which I 
meant to have proposed, was a moasuie of peace, of union, of 
conciliation — a measure which I did hope would ha\e had the 
effect of softening down all rdigi jus difkiences, of extinguishing all 
animosities, and of uniting all men of both lehgions in one common 
?eal for the presei ration of the constitution, and foi the general 
happiness and prosperity of the empne But, desnous as I then 
was of proposing this moasuie, and sanguine as I was m my 
hopes of its success, nothing could be fuither fiom my intention 
than to bung it forward if tlieic did not appeal a rational pros- 
pect of its being canted, (not with unanimity, for upon such an 
impoitant subject that I knew w'as impossible) but with general 
concurrence, because I knew, that, if it were biought ipiward 
under othci cucumstances, instead of pioducmg the eflict I 
\tiShcd, it would only Pend to ieu\e those animosities winch I, 
wished to extinguish, to aggrarate those difficulties which I wished 
finally to remove Not being able, fiom the cucumstances to 
which I have alluded, to propose the mensuie which, I thought 
likely to be prodilctirc of such beneficial effects, I did then lorm 
the determination not to pi ess it at any period, unless I thought 
it could be done with that prospect of success, and with that ge- 
neral concurrence, without wffiich ft can Tier ei' be beneficial. When 
I use the teim general concuirenct, 1 am suie I shall not be sup- 
* posed c\er to have been so visionary as to imagine that a question 
pf such immense importance, and upon which men's feelings and 
passions are so stiongly excited, could erei be earned with pei- 
fcct unanimity , but I mean with that genend concunencc which 
p/ould liaye enabled us to gratify the wishes of one party, without 
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awakening the fcab or exciting the icslotity of tbaothof \Vlut 
ever gentlemen may think of ibo abstiadt lights of the petitioner* 
or of the erpedlency of complying with tho prayer of their petv- 
lion I ant sure they will agree with me In thinkmg, that the 
chancu of extinguishing all thote animosities which hart: unfortu 
nnt ly prevailed and of producing that p rfeet union which wo all 
wish must dcp*nd upon tho combination of circhroi lances nndcr 
which tho measure is brought fonvar 1 Not haring m any degree 
changed my opinion upon tha eufject regarding it ta the same 
point of view I did then, and retaining tho same feeling* I must 
any tl at at tho present moment I think I seo little chance I 
should rather ray I See no chance of it* helm, carried at all cer 
ttunly not in that way which I meant and in which way only I 
think it can be prodacthe of real advantage to the petitioner*, or 
of hone fit to tho state I mean a* a measure of peace and don 
dilation 

If then Sir tho question Is not now fo be. earned I think (hat 
io agitate It tinder tudh dreomstanret will only tend to rrrivo 
those dwentrons which we wish to extinguish, to awaken nil that 
warmth and acrimony of discuuion which his heretofore prevailed 
and to excite those hopes which, if they are to be dttnppomfcd 
may be productive of the greatest mischief At to the chance of 
Carrying the question at present with general concurrence of gnt 
tifying tK catholics without offending tho protestants, of confirm 
Ing the affections of the one without raiwrv, the Suspicions nod 
exciting the fears Of the other not only la Ireland but in 
Fngland, I confess there appears to mo to bo none I lament 
\l as much fit any man can do 1 lament that thr lrapresiion 
which now prevails Las taken place many circumstances Kara 
combined to produce that impmtion all of which aro to bo 
•deplored 1 ask any gcnlleranh whothtr ha does not believe 
looking to the opinions cf the members of the established church 
of tho nobility of the men of proper!) of the middling and re 
spec table classes of sock*) — -l avk him whether he does not be- 
lieve loo ln D et the sentiments of the muss of the protestant* of 
this country and of Ireland that there h the greatest repugnance 
to this measure, nnd that even if it could now be earned, so far 
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from producing conciliation md union, U would tend, on the ron- 
Iran, to di ljipamt ml tin" pn*-jucb of a-iumt ly which untln 
othci cirm.uMnnm s would bo thrivid hum it? L\t*n ihoM gi n- 
tlonn n vhohnv. argued tin ww-t *-troi»'_)\ n favour of this nun- 
sure h iv< niiiWlv confe- id, tin', m the present emu ol inuis 
mind'', it i not lit, 1, to In cirrm! I un ‘■tm I shill not be con- 
trnhcbd \ Ian I 'n\, t hr t ticrunr,' the union this e uh|tct hm in 
n \cr^ con-uU ,ahh tkjm atmuUd public ntUMion, uul tint of 
1 u, nnhuiiiM n.miii; tlir n'hu even's w Inch have occupied the 
prbhc mind, inis bun the subpet of nincli com oration both in 
public mid puvnto, pmtinlmh <mci the cuholic petition hm 
been pru-tnud, •uid -nice the ho'iounMe gentleman Ins pun 
notui ol Ins pu'ent motion , and I disguise tnj n d tentt- 

nv fil J did not sn\, that at pre-cut the pre* ailing *entmuntis 
ftrt'i'h mumt this incisure. wl.it cnun. .stances mn\ occur 
to » treome tint sentiment «s nut for me to predict oi con- 
jeruno. 

lu -peaking o* the prolmbiht) of carrying tins question at this: 
tune, I cannot hut advert to what ft!! fiom the hononnhlo gcnl’c* 
m. a u ho o t , -ntd tin dibati tins day respecting the decision which 
tootv place I 'st night m another place. I I nuw perfectly well 
that no man cm mejiMon the decision ot mother In anth of the 
legislature tor the put pose of mfliu nt mg, much less of control- 
ling, the decision of tins house I know tin re me man) instances, 
wmne differences of opinion have piev tiled between this and the 
othej how of p.ulnumnt, in which the si aliments of this house, 
in concmiencc v ith the public opinion properly expressed, hate, 
mini' t-Kly pre\ uled I am ai> far ns any man, ^ir, from wishing 
potto hold high the undoubted privileges of thu house, hut tf I 
am right in my general view of 'tins subject, 1 think the d< termi- 
nation to which lam alluding ought not to be hut! out of our 
ronudciation, because it goes to the very r«s<nc» of iLt unasnre 
lbclf, I moan as far as relates to the practical mlvnnt igrs t!j it nro 
to bo domed fiom it Supposing, then, that we wire till agned 
as to the propriety of granting the pmjer of tins petition, r it no: 
our dut) to consider what bad cllccff might be produced b\ 
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marked difference which would then subsist between tha hmne 
nod the other brunch of the legislature upon this subject! If 
earned at all it ought, as 1 haTo already stated to he earned 
with general concurrence and when an endeavour u made to 
can} a measure tho object of which is to concilfato one part of 
his Majesty a subjects, erne most bo taken not to shock the feel 
inp of a much larger class of the community Under such ar 
eu instances, when such an opinion has been given by another 
brunch of the lejpslnturo «e are bound to take it into our cpnsi 
dcrution in deciding upon tbi lino of conduct we ought to adopt 
because this is a subject m which do map cod net wivety or 
prudently who acts entirely from his own news or his outi feel 
ings It is his duty to his country to the catholics iu>d to the 
community to look at it in n combined point of view to consider 
all the probable effects, which the carrying of it (if it were practi 
cubic) with such a strong sentiment prevailing against it ar which 
the failing to carry it may produce Upon this port of tho sub- 
ject there is one point on which I wish to say a few words. 

It has been urged by wan genii croon that wo ought to go info 
a committee wbatm cr wo maj resolve to do at hut j and some of 
thu minor gne anccs under which the catholics are said to labour 
have been pointed out upon which it is Mud there can bo do 
difference ot opinion ontbepiopncly of granting theju relief — such 
os tbe circumstance of cothuhcs engaged m a military life coming 
ortr to this country and who arc thereby exposed to the opera 
tion of the test act to which they arc not at home Another cir 
cuDlstnnto ttbich has been mentioned h that the catholics in tht 
army arc not only not to be allowed to have man performed, but they 
are compelled to attend protestant worship Sir, I contend that 
these points are much too unlmp» rtant to indue* ui to go jnto a 
committee upon a petition whirl) embraces the whole of tho fro 
jwrtant subject and which excitra the hopes and fears of all tha 
subjects of the united klnglom I a'nin repeat that I do lament 
that this subject has n m been brought forward I Ijmrnt for th* 
sake of the catholics tUemsdrek ; I lament fi r tfn p rural int rests 
of the country, tbit grntlanen have thought proper to ajrat* 
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this subject at this moment That gentlemen have a" perfect 
right to excicisc their judgment upon this subject I do not deny; 
Ido not complain of their conduct, I only lament that thej have 
felt it then duty to bring it forward at this period, and under the 
present circumstances , when, if they weie to succeed, the conse- 
quences would not be such as we all desne, and, if they fail, they 
may be such as we must all regret. 

And now, Sir, let me ask the honourable gontlcmfm, who has 
brought forward the present motion, and who ianly avows that 
his object is that every thing should be conceded to the catholics; 
let me ask the honourable gentlemen’ 5 ' who suppoited the motion 
last night with such a splendoui of eloquence, what effect tins is 
likely to pioduce upon the catholics themselves ? When the ho- 
nourable member, or the honouiablc mo\ei of the question, talks of 
the effect of disappointing hopes that have been raised, I trust 
they have over-rated and* exaggerated it But one of these gentle- 
men did state, that amongst the possible causes of a religious 
feeling having mixed and operated in the late rebellion, might ]ie 
enumerated the hope held out by Lord Eitz william, that the claims 
of the catholics would be taken into considciation They allege 
the disappointment of that hope as bne of the causes that might 
have tended to pioduce the rebellion. If that be then convictior, 
what must they think who wish to go into a committee upon th$ 
.petition, and yet are of opinion that they still rescue to them- 
selves the freedom of rejecting it altogether, or of rejecting it ill its 
most impoitant paits? I submit this to the considciation of the 
house shortly, but distinctly , it rests upon grounds so obvious* ' 
and so strong, that it will be taking up your time unnecessarily, to 
debate upon them. I submit this with a w ish that the measure 
when brought fouvaid \yill be earned with a general concunence. 
But the circumstances which have hitherto l’endeml it impos- 
sible for me to uige and press it, make it impossible foi hie 

t s 

to uige and piess iLnow , feeling as I do, that to press it and to 

fail, 01 to press it and even cairyit with such a strong opposition, 

are alternatives, both of them so mischievous that it will be difli- 

- ^ 

# Mr Grattan. 
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cult to decide between them. Seeing Sir, wlmi arc the opinion* 
of the time*, wUht n the ritualiou of men < mittdt, and the icotl 
mcoti of all description* oml clasra, of the other branch aftbd 
legislature and even the prevailing opinion of tbn house, I feel 
that I should ect contrary to a *en*e of my duty and even idcoo 
tbtcntly with the original ground upon which I thought the roc* 
*are ought to be brought forward if I countenanced it under tho 
present circumstance* or if I heutated In giving my decided ne- 
gative to the house gmng into a committee 

The mortem vu DegmriTtd j 
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June 14, 1805 

Ml Whlibrad, to pemmcce of a Dodee he had nhra of a ootKC rein 
tire to the conduct of Mr Pm in adnneing 40 ,•<»/. to Mevr*. Boyd, Ben* 
field, and Co. fa 1796, thl* day mored the following molotkm* t — 
irt, " That In September 1796, Man. Boyd Benfidd, add Co. being then 
cotrtx*ewe» for two kuna m the pcogrtaa of payment, did represent to the right 
b*moor*hk‘Wini*m Pitt and the right boocnrable Lord VI 1 count MtMUc their 
inability to make good an inttabocut, faffing doe 00 the 9th day of September 
3796, on account of the general embarraatnxna at that time, affecting both 
public and prime credit, and the p*rtfcclar line of conduct adopted at the booh 
of l imi t mj their Of r nm m n da nm « in the way of dhcnOEt.** 

ad. ** That the right bonoanh-c William ITu being Impraaed, u dated by 
htm» with the belief of the importance and ur g ent neceadty with a rsor to 
e Men tiai public iutrTWta, of graminj relief to the mid Mean I^oyd, Benfieid, 
and Co. for tha purpose* of making good tho said In stalm ent and no other 
rtsao* cit ing thenuelm by -which mach pobllc mUddcf might be prerent 
ed, and ba s ing cmleratood from the right becocrable Lord Vlwrount MdriBe 
the treasurer of tbc nary that th? mm of 40, coed which, together with other 
ram*, bad been netted from the exchequer and placed to the credit of tha laid 
Lord Vucomrt Mdrille, U the bank of England a* ura rarer of the sary for 
nary terri e r* might be spared without IncotmrJcnee pro-nded nnqaettion- 
ahls (ecarftlea srext obtained Tor the r e pa y m ent of the same within a ibort 
period, did consent to the ad msec of the *om sf 40p5c£ which hid bet* 
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i urd for mrjr itrviec. a- jifcr^vul to the wut l.outi of Loyd, B.nfiitd, 
sm! Co’* 

'd “ 'Hut !* appm-T! tot! k Ho 'Ci tin* 'vfil.icnt ' k -ur 1; v cp* p'cductd 
fo* *1 c rcp-ynunt tf u c mid <• m < f o /->"7 , tint t vi durv n di rcpv d t y 
v" u* rr s, i’u. la c cf v hvc'i ' a rr tiVcd u Jinn rj ,*$*' , -t d t'nt t.o 10 - 
XC'C \ ' utliu.0 V *'C* d \fw " j)rt)d, 15 ll t'^nlU" 

/jt! ‘‘i nlti! i titi'i’i tr't-tj of m J id of the jk t* r metim 

■qp.a**toi b nf"' v % "’J if 'l n ' nt uf t. ikwm fo- t to , 

cr.icf" .d t" ' ,Jt tro Mat —i I - 1 1 o' jh cd ” 

M« fin mc;i c< on *V -c cdutn w cr^ rr’ 1 

1 rot’i the lut.nv.w c mine '*011 vl.ub tin. nruu topic*, ud ro- 
ll need the Ik, tint . ddc C‘ ntUt.n i ? \* ! ' h njvnt sal do,\". li \e 
tilth tn 1 -' It, l can*. at. Vi, hut u 1 <b u«n,s to t tl e tin hr tint - 
i u tit to ) n h fore you tin tkfum a nl j a-d i float ion I irnhi to ho 
nuo‘ iry, nml v hieli to all v 1 1 ltd libuul, and intelligent minds, 
I trust v ill nppi.'u to be 1 till mu! tempi- it. I slHI <n h.nour to 
loHuw, ns m oh as po^dA, the Matenum of the ho» oumblc 
gentleman, hut neither the honourable gcmlcm Mi nor the house, 
can cvpcct me to lollow bun »n nil the dot uU it has occurred to 
him to introduce. 'I he honourible pimUm.m proUs^es net to 
w.blt to mi\ vith this ancu'Mon my thing incongruous, undj us if 
Ins profession tvcrc only drMgiud to Keep out ot uni the icnhty 
of his jiurpose, lie occupies tin* house null considerations m no 
manner imohcd in the c\nct question before us. Pursuing this 
mode of discussion, the honourable gentleman has given you a 
long speech, much of winch I am, however, relieved Aom doing 
otherwise than hardy noticing, since it embiacul topics more 
propcily ofu general political nuurc and clmiacicr In treating 
the present charge, then, we sutely have nothing to do with the 
merit of this or that ndmuusliation, the conduct of the war, our 
naval or mihtaiy establishments, our arm nnents, the armaments 
in the ports of our enemy, the fleets of Fiance,, where they arc 
or how occupied, with the efficiency or economy of the boaid of 
admiralty under Lord St. Vincent, his successor, ot any other. 
Another day is appointed us for the consideration of these weighty 
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affairs when that day nrmes, I shall not be fbtrnd wonting in 
imehneMto give my opinion to the bow 

On ono of the desultory topics introduced without any very 
obvious reason for their introduction I will make a few obstfrvo 
troirs The bonoumblo gentleman detest* tbo money marie t, ind 
m telling us bow stron D lv hu it disgusted With Change Alley 
Carnes us to Mart Lane To shew how paltry and poor a pfacc 
w the stooh exchange bdvr hnworthy as the mart of the great 
money transactions of the empire bo gircs uj a view of the «im 
and hop markets, describe* tin punty of ihe dealers there and 
extols those branches of human mduitry connected with them 
Sir I shall udt be stfspcclcd of undcrvaloing these things the 
corn market nnd the hop market can no doubt, boast men 0/ the 
greatest industry and lot gnty I am tery far from saying that 
the opulence of which Ihe honourable gentleman boasts, is no re- 
commendation of the virtues which ho would claim or that the 
wealth which b acquired In tbo com and bop markets n Dot a 
bans for the fortuned of families such as to merit applause. But 
the hemourabk gentleman should not quarrel with all wraith Tbut 
the wraith of com and hops. 

Sir I think It will strike cVery body that the honourable gen 
tlcraan bus aspersed a description of men, as respectable as a 
body as any m the state Doe* then the hoodurahlc gentle 
man really Imagine lb® wo here in a Diitish house of comm can 
will join in a libel on tho money raaikct of England ? It would 
be a libel on ourvdrrs to do so lie may think tho com and hop 
piarkcts utterly free from slairi nnd so may I but thoso markets 
them* he* would prolxibly not long lartirc the downfall of the 
monel market. Certainly nothing could b© mom injudicious 
Jluin the oilnck of the honourable gentleman on tht» market. h.» 
truly udig* tened nnd honru legislature would begin projects of 
national melKjrauon by Jrprrclnlin 0 the money market vrfaero so 
huge a pan of tho moitry tmimctiow of this country are cam<d 
on and where onlv such interchange of modes to quicken the 
rireulad n of our fl uling capital takes place as man be qajta 
uDavoulablo, and laudalrk as uaavoMallc in the adruimbtrail >» 
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of one branch of tlut wealth which distinguishes tins nation fron\ 
any other m Euiopc. And arc we to brand the moncj market, 
because the name is too vulgar for the attic taste of the honour- 
able gentleman, or in sound does not agree to the cadence of I 113 
fastidious ear? Why, Sir, when the question is, would you 
overthrow the moncj market, you, in truth, ask whether pub- 
lic or private credit shall exist, not whether it is a market low, 
sordid, and disgusting, frequented by none who do not invade 
some moral principle, or betray some social dut). The money 
market is to a commercial nation, what the heart is to man. 

It is true, that the honomable gentleman himself admits that 
circumstances have transpired to exculpate me, with rcgaid to 
the matters to which I allude. I suppose it is imagined that 
I mean ihe communication of Mr. llaikes. Certainly, Sir, I 
do feel that that communication, such as it was, any more than 
observations of the honourable gentleman upon it, ought not to bo 
passed over by me unnoticed The honourable gentleman con- 
fesses himself satisfied with the explanation I gave to the select 
committee, of the circumstances mentioned by Mi Rail cs, but 
where the house has been cilled on upon another, and a most 
distinguished occasion, to view the communication of Mr R.ukcs 
as implicating me in very little short of cimunal negligence, I 
will not suppose such injustice as to apprehend, that they will 
bear with me impatiently m the few words lam to address to them 
on this point. IVt are told that my explanation sntisfies the honour- 
able gentleman , but when the honourable gentleman gives a cau- 
tion to the house, not too prccipitatelv to exculpate me, as was the 
case on the night of the 8th of Apnl last, I would recommend Jo 
the honourable gentleman to use a little more caution m future, 
that he would be a little more reserved, a little more slow to blame 
Tiom the manner in which the honourable gentleman treated this 
part of the subject in the beginning, the house will be aware that 
such matters ought to be reserved toTuturc judgment, and never 
decided on until examined 

As to the other circumstances, I shall say a few words. The 
honourable gentleman thinks it additional mattei of blame in my 
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friends, that he understands sorao of them hate not been of opinion 
(hat the communication of Mr Radies was of tnch a nature u 
ought to induce me to take any very marked step, it being un 
official. Now Sir I do not mean to remark on the eotnenunto- 
tlon iUolf yet it is very nalnral that where an objection u made 
fo the »nppo*ed neglect of a communication the degree of nnthen- 
ticity and character (I do not mean character ns to the individual 
but the public capacity) of the person mating the communication 1 
ihould be taken into view Whether a commnm cation be official 
or only personal will surely make a diff Tcncc os to the weight 
of lmprrRjon The communication wns made by Sir Ilaikrs, 
oot dj governor of the bent not on bfa own pcraooal account 
not accompanied with document*, not n report not an oppGca 
tjon to itop an unapproved practice yet all thoac erreumsinnevi 
were requisite to warrant me in stating such a communication to 
the houso ; and if none of those circumstances did occnr tha 
house hu not to blame me The house sees that I did enquire { 
%nd however I m*) now regret that I did not enquire morn folly 
Vid more particularly than I did yet from the circumstances 
^hal the honourable gentleman could impute to mo as negligence 
trill I think, to candid minds, appear excusable 

In order to judge of this matter feirly I am sum tho house wifi 
think that wo ought to try the merits by what was before me at 
the time and not with a new to any thing which may hare subse- 
quently transpired It appears by tbe evidence, that I did not 
know of tho lodging of money at Coatls «. Tbo honourable gen* 
plenum think* it singular that, in converting on this subject with 
jpj Lord Melville I had forgot the provisions of tbt act of pnrlia 
tpent Now if the honourable gentleman will recollect what 
passed In the committee of which be was a member he will find 
that what I sal l was not that 1 did not know bat that I did not 
advert to the provbion as to the bonk of England On ths 
ether band a* to what did pan 1 own. Sir I hare my doubts 
both with regard to the letter and even tbe iptnt of tbe law, that 
it was not in conn tent with tbe act of parliament to draw money 
from its Lank and lodge it in t he hand* of a pnvate hooker if 
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done specifically foi naval sei vices Be this as it may, it is not 
fan to argue that, because I might not be of a particular opinion 
as to the construction of the act, I did not know the law. 

< With respect to Mr Jellicoc, from my share in that transac- 
tion, it is a subject into which I need not enter largely If the 
same circumstances had happened again, I would have done the 
same thing The representations were most unequivocal. I could 
jjot but think that Lord Melville ought to be released from the 
default of Mi Jelhcoe, and there was enough before the treasury 
to justify the release I will state the ground why I was .then, 
and am now, of that opinion It did appear that Mr Jelhcoe 
Was an old servant of the public, and a respectable man He was 
a person to whom there was no reason to think that Lord Melville 
had any partiality , and it was evident that his lordship was not 
unduly partial to hint Now, whilst I would not extenuate or 
underrate the crime of misapplication of the public money, a 
crime to be abhorred in itself, of which when fully proved, per- 
haps the punishment, m certain circumstances, cannot be too 
great, yet I will not blame Lord Melville, knowing that Jellicoe 
had been a respectable man, and inveigled into the malversation 
of which he was guilty. On discovering that he had contracted a 
balance, Lord Melville, who is known to no one that does not 
know that he can feel as exquisitely as any man alive for the 
distresses of others, commiserating the situation of Mr. Jelhcoe, 
forbore the use ol the rigours m Ins power He knew that if he 
did not do so, a whole family would be mined, without the pub- 
lic being remunerated for its losses The ruin of a family, the pro- 
bability of repayment, by giving Jelhcoe time to arrange bis affairs, 
and otherwise the manifest loss which the public w’ould sustain, if 
'time and accommodation were not given him, afforded motives 
too strong for Lord Melville not to wish to give the unfortunate 
man every practicable opportunity to extucate himself from the 
pains, if not from the disgrace of his malversation The situation 
of his family, the state of bis affaus, the dictates of humanity, in- 
duced Lord Melville to treat him with whatever lenity was pdssi- 
blc , and I am sme no member of this house would wish to dis- 
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by R committee of this house, and properly investigated by them 
The honourable gentleman supposes that the former loan in 1785 
stm a cl oio loan The fact is, that tin* wu an opep loan bet 
another loan of dghteen millions was wanted in December in the 
tamo year which stm a close loan And why was it close? It 
stm been ok the house of Boyd and Bcnfield hanng purchased tho 
former loan, it sms contrary to agreement, and inconsistent with the 
public fiuth tbot another open loan should bo contracted for ull 
the instalments of tbc former were paid up There was another 
smaller loan of seren mill ions and a half required in April 1706 
and this was a close one for the same reason The house of Boyd 
End Bcnfield had tbo first loan became they were the highest 
bidders, and they had the others became we had no nght to re 
sort to any other persons. This is tho real itato of tho tiansoc 
bon which the house will probably recollect But, Sir it b 
needless to dwell at any length on this subject, because it hu al 
ready been sufficiently inns treated by a committee of this bow 
and that committee made a report which produced a resolution 
that, with the consent of tho hoar. I shall take jhc liberty to 
read It appeared there Sir, that I was the first who resorted to 
the mothod of contracting for loam by competition for the very 
purpose of rendering It impossible that they should be perverted 
and made tho instruments of conferring favour on any person. 
Bat when in l ha ins Unco the practice was d parted from there 
tycre strong suspicions that there was favour in tho case and a 
great clamour was raised on tho occasion The strictest scrutiny 
was therefore instituted into the afhur and the result was that 
tho house came to the following resolution — [Herr Mr Pitt rend 
from the journals n resolution of the house to the following 
effect ] — “ HesoUcd tliat It appears to this house that the 
practice of procuring loom by open competition, established by 
tho chancellor of tho exchequer has Urn product!' e of very 
great adrnntago to tbo public but that hero it could not be ap- 
plied In conststency with the particular cireunntnners of the cw 
and tho public Cnlth pled gul to indnidunb " Tbl Sir tots tba 
opinion of tbc house upon a tran*act ion which a now conjured up 
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to induce the house to think that I was actuated by some motives 
of favour to certain persons, on account of their being members of 
parliament, by whom I was at that time supported. I trust, how- 
ever, the house is com meed, that I was actuated by no such 
motives. 

Why, then, Sir, as to the Hamburgh bills the honourable gen- 
tleman talks as if there had been something peculiarly mystenouf 
in that affair But this too was inquired into, and found to be ne> 
cessary for the public service. The honourable gentleman has 
read resolutions, stating merely the fact, but it was a waste of the 
tunc of the house to enter upon any that did not lead to a practi- 
cal conclusion. The only reason foi resolving upon facts, is the 
practical conclusion to which they may lead The resolutions 
read by the honourable gentleman at the time of issuing these Ham. 
buigh bills, were designed as the ground- work of a strong censur* 
of the practice. The question was put on these * the ayes went 
forth — [reading from the journals] — tellers, Mr Jekyll, and th® 
honourable gentleman, Mr Whitbread, with whom eight person* 
concuned in opinion — [A laugh ] — It is somewhat singular nftej? 
this, that the honourable gentleman should again advert to these bills. 
There has bOcn lately an occasion when he thought the opinion of 
a smaller majority of much more consequence. Now, Sir, th® 
honourable gentleman seems to insinuate, that this loan was made 
to the bouse -of Boyd and Benficld, as a return for their assistanc* 
with respect to the Hamburgh bills. But what are the facts of the 
case ? They arc briefly these the house of Boyd and Benficld 
had contracted for two loans, the one Of eighteen millions, m De- 
cember 17p5, and the other in April 171)6, and ope of the instal- 
ments was due on the very day in which the accommodation of 
the 40,000£ was requested , at the time, the house of Boyd and 
Benficld were the principal holders of these loans 

But the honourable gentleman said, that they might have sold 
them early, and by that means have made a gicat advantage of 
than. But the fact is, that they had not sold them, and that a 
gicat part still remained 111 their hands Under these circum- 
stance*, when thcrowtw an evident distress from what the mtncssw 

e»4 



MR PITT’S 


45fl 


[Jtjjr* 14 


called a scarcity of money when no money could be procured 
nenon good *ceanty when government securities and East India 
securities could not bo tamed into money — under the»o circum- 
stance*. which were known to be fact* they said that they could 
not pay the instalment unless the 40,000/ which they required 
was advanced to them arnce no mono} could be raised on good te- 
cunty It was impossible in such a case to refuao tho accommo- 
dation required without tho moet *enous mischief to the public. 
Now Sir, the evidence of Mr Drummond who was one of the 
partner* in the house of Boyd and Den field, may ham contributed 
■to mislead tome. When ho wu fint examined, be declared that 
he was not conscious of any embarrassment in the home at "that 
tune or of any extraordinary difficulty In procuring money But 
it afterward* appeared that he mistook tho question, which he sup- 
posed to refer to tbo period of the loon in 1795 WTwm the mat- 
ter was explained to him he did distinctly itato that tho house la 
boured in 1706 under very great embarrassment, and that it was 
next to impotwble to procure money In any way whatever But 
Sir the matter doe* not rest on h» evidence alone It is In the re- 
collection of every person that there did prevail a very great di Du- 
cal ty in the money market nt that time j that there wrre some np 
prehensions of an insurrection in Ireland and n great run on the 
northern bank*, which led to tho necessity of topping the cash 
pajment* of the bank of Fngland. It is well known, that there 
was a stagnation in commerce, and a committee Investigated all 
these circumstances, and confirmed the existence of tho facts by 
their report- But in addition to this we have tbo authonty of on 
honourable gentleman* a member of t hi* bouse whose opinion on 
this subject mn t be of the greatest weight j one whom the Loose 
cannot disbelieve as possessing the best means of InfbnnaUon 
basing acted m the office’s of director and gorcfOor of the bank- 
lie knows that money could not hr procured at that time even 
on good security j and therefore government was under the neces- 
|ity of accepting those *ccurmn and of advancing the sum 
required 
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But then we tire told, that the house of Bojd and Ben fit Id might 
ha\c sold stock, if the} Irtd any scrip at that time. If the} had 
done .o, Sir, it is well known that they must have done it at a uiy 
great disadv untage Tin.} lini't hate sold n«.u very 1 lrgc discount} 
and increased their embiu raiments so much as to have rendered 
them incurable But the mischief would not be confimd to 
themselves done such quantit} of stock brought into the market 
would have occasioned a lull that would Inn e peril ip ruined many 
of the other contractors, who h id stock upon their hands, and a 
hear} blow would be given to the most considerable trn rcantilc 
houses. The consequence, therefore, of refusing to advance the 
40, OOOf. would ha% c been, that a new loan must lm\e Imn con- 
tracted for on very disadvantageous terms indeed to dx public. 
The nation then must have sustained by the rt fus.il a l u , .eater 
loss than that of the }0,000f even supposing that n had been lust, 
winch howevei could not be, since security for the mono} was 
lodged m the hands of government 

But this. Sir, is not all. People nine, peihaps, differ ns to the 
piopuoty of giMng money to foreign courts The honourable gen- 
tleman, howevei, has admitted, that the question here is to be con- 
sidered with a view to the opinions of those who were then .it the 
head of affairs Bo}d and Bcnfitld were then employ < d in trans- 
mitting the loan to the Emperor of Gu main, in suppoit ot ,i causo 
in which we thought the salvation of Europe and of tins countiy 
depended When distiii banccs then were nppi chemical in Ireland ; 
when the run took place on the northern banks, which led to the 
measure of stopping the pn)tncnt of cash at the bank , when the 
aflairs of the country were in this cuticnl situiUun, — was thata mo- 
ment when the mintstei of this country who hoped to dtscnc the 
confidence of this house, could suffer any cmiMder.it ion, any per- 
sonal rcsponsibilitv to stand in the w.i} ot a measure on which the 
fate of the country might depend ? I I now the candour of tbc 
house, and I trust they v ill think that I have not des< ned & p 1 

Tet, whatever may be their opinion, I shall bow with rt ’T fr ‘J^ 
their decision But, at thcs.ime tune, no appul i nMon 
Baity, not even the displeasure of this house, vlm.li 1 
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the greatest calamity that could bcfal me except one, and that » 
the remorse of conscience vrbtch I should feel if I allowed any £cnr 
of personal danger to deter rao from acting for what I considered 
the salvation of my country could prevent mo from taking the 
maiiure* which 1 did take cm the occasion to which I am advert 
ing These Sir were the ci return tan 0.5 of the case this was the 
aituation in which 1 stood and all am borno out by the hutory of 
that period which must be in the recollection ofbvrry one 
The honourable gentleman think*. I should hnvo mode a more 
particular inquiry into the circumstances of tiro bou»o of Boyd 
and Benficld Bnt this. Sir, a nothing to hU motion b the pre 
tent instance as he says that the insolvency of the house plight 
have been prevented bv other means, llovrerrr I do not wish to 
take any advantage of that circumstance I know that they were 
embarrassed at the time but at tbo same time no particular inquiry 
was coped for bee-moo Boyd come to mo with securities in his 
hand and it was therefore natural to conclude that he was cm bar 
Taned not from a failure of effect* but from the peculiar a ream 
* lance that money could not be raised upon good securities. This 
*vns a notorious fact at the time If be had camo to me merely 
with ft general assertion of his solvency iben 1 allow that it would 
Imre been encumbent m nro to have examined more particularly 
Rut when on the contrary he enmo with unexceptional 1c sccun 
lies, that Completely altered the cove ]□ inch a aituation when 
the safety of the country was m various ways connected with the 
fvfloir t hen the instalment was to be paid on that very day could 
1 hesitate to grant the accommodation which seemed to bo call rd 
for by unavoidable nreumstanevs f What if I bad mid that I 
could not grant the request immediately ; thnt I must appoint ft 
committee consisting Rtnong othm of Irord C lenberrle who was 
jo much tailed of by the honourable gmtUroan m order toexa 
mine Into the matter* which IV jd and IbnfiJd were *0 desirous to 
Con real and b\ these means d Liy relief till the evil became Ineu 
rahle — would tlin be a m *deof proceeding to be justified in my 
situation T The house I trust will unt be of thnt opimon 

IlcMvstliHt I might by a littl cJUnlion have discovered th* 
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state of the house of Boyd and Benfield, and he has adverted to 
letters from the parties Bui this soil ot recrimination, contained 

in the letters and printed pamphlets of parties in that situation, me 
documents that can a cry little be depended upon. I at that time 
thought the house in no dangci of insolvency, and it was impossi- 
ble I could suppose that there existed any reason for an lnquny, 
when good security was offeied lor the money I have been the 
more anxious to state this, as the honourable gentleman seemed tq 
insinuate, that I might have favomed the house of Boyd and Ben- 
held 111 particular. Now, it is foitunate for me that uicumstan- 
ces came out in e\ idence before the committee, that throw some 
light on the transaction It does appear that Boyd and Benfield 
received the loan undei the sanction of the bank governors who 
were present, and if there weie an) doubts as to the sohency of 
nny house, I was accustomed to take their opinions One instance 
in particular I recollect of one house, to 'which, on account of 
some of its connexions. I might be supposed partial, if I had cm 
allowed partiality to mteifcre with my duty, which was rejected 
oii a doubt of its solvency having arisen I 11 the samo mannci the 
Jrouse of Boyd and Benfield w'ould have been rejected, had dny 
doubts been cntei tamed of its solvency , for I trust that no circum- 
stance of my .hie canjustify the supposition that I would allow fa- 
vour to any individuals to stand in the way of my public duty, 
I he opinion of the solvency of Boyd and Benfield did not icst on 
my opinion solely It was only in 17SS, that Mr Thornton fiist 
entertained some doubts of its ultimate solvency, winch he com- 
municated to me in the spring of 1799 > If the cncumstance was 
only then for the first time known to the governors of the bank, js 
it surpusing that it should not have been Known to me three yoais 
befoie ? When Boyd and Benfield stated facts, which I knew to 
be true, and which have shaken the credit of the best house in the 
city, could I be justified in refusing an accommodation that 
serve to pi event so many evils? 

Under these circumstances, I shall certainly submit «it& 
nation to any penalty which the house may think I nCf 
thought inystlt justified in wfiat J did, though I kn r (, ‘ 31 lC 
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irregular but there a do atonement to which I would not submit 
mtber than abandon the principle by which I was actuated I 
shall bow to tho decision of the hotoe^ became I am sure that 
whatever that may be, it will be right. If they should think that 
1 deserve cemnre let it be inflicted bat while I submit to tberr re- 
solution, I cannot bat tcel that, under tbe same circumstances, I 
would cgain act in tbe same manner I trust, however that the 
house will do me justice hi tho motive* by which I was act anted 
and conclude that my conduct, though Irregular a as both reaacua 
Me and expedient. When it d asked why nndcr those circum 
stances I did not immediately come to parliament and osk for a 
bill of indemnity I must answer, that If I had done so, I should 
hare completely counteracted and defeated the very porpcea for 
which this advance was made. If I had immediately thought it 
Decenary to disclose the whole transaction to parliament and tbo 
country tho disclosure would hate done much more mischief to 
that commercial house than tho accommodation could hato done 
them service I believe it must bo apparent to every gentleman 
to the house, that the disclosure could not hove boon made with 
any degree of honour propriety or delicacy so long as that house 
supported a flourishing rrpalaiiou and its solvency had not been 
doubted Bat when did the failure of Boyd and Ben Add take 
place? It was not until the end of the year 1799. or the begin 
rung of tho year 1800 which was three years after tho accommo- 
dation hnd been *o granted If for the three ^ can preceding their 
failure it would liave been improper to make any such disci enure 
gentlemen wed nut be any way inrpmed if in the ymr their fai 
luro happened the many important and unprecedented emits 
which took plate presented me from adverting much to the nc 
c« Ity of getting on act of Indemnity respecting this transaction- 
The truth u the circumstance did not present itself to my mind 
withsuch force onto moke roe di liberate atoll about It. The ho- 
nourable gri tl raanMcms to suppose that I ought to ban felt 
socb compunction of con-rimce such stings of nmorsc about tbH 
40 OOOl as should base pressed me not to low a das, or on hour 
ing Um n this act of iodsiuiuty I a sun tb« honourable gintlc 
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man I have none of those feelings of remorse that he seems to 
suppose I ought to entertain* I Know that foi my share m that 
transaction I am responsible that 1 li.iu been in some digrce ir- 
regular, I am free to confess but whether that violation of law 
was not strictly justifiable by the particular cnciimstances of tint _ 
ease, whether I deserve much blame foi not having sooner applied 
for a bill of indemnity, aie questions which I have now to submit 
to the candid consideration ot the house 

Before I sit down, I must take notice of the spirit of the resolu- 
tion moved by the honourable gentleman The object of this reso„ 
lution is to declare, that this loan, on account of its being secret, 
was a most dangerous precedent Now, I nm quite at u loss to 
know why a thing is to be a dangerous precedent, because it is n> 
secret , and how it is to be a bad example, bee nisc it is not known ! 
Iam not now meaning to defend any violation of the law, if kept a 
secret , but I think it most strange to say, that, by being % secret, it 
is therefore, a bad example I should rather have thought, that it 
was those crimes and violations of the law which are known, and 
not those winch arc not, that form bad precedents and bad exam- 
ples This is really, as I consider, the fair legal state of the ques- 
tion It is now fully before tlic consideration of the house, and it 
is for them to determine upon it as they think fit. 

The previous question was put on each of Mr Whitbread’s resolutions, and 
oarricd without a division, after which the following resolution, which had 
been moved by way of amendment by Mr Lasecllcs, was agreed to — “ Re- 
solved, that the measure of advancing forty thousand pounds to Messrs Bojd 
and Co upon unquestionable securities, winch have been regularly discharged, 
was adopted for the purpose of averting consequences w Inch might have proved 
highly injurious to the financial and commercial interests of the country , and, 
although not conformable to law, appeared at the time to be cal'cd for by the 
peculiar exigencies of public affairs.” 

Mr Lascellcs afteivvards obtained leave to bring in a bill of indemnity f° r 
jtfm tramaction 
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Mr Lcycrster »fter idTertfej to s raolodoo patted by tho Howe cm ttt 
l^th umint tt*. ** Th*t hit Majesty * Attorney General be d ir ected to piwecme 
Henry Lord Vltcount Melville for tie tcra-il offence* which appear fromtb* 
report of the comim<*kTner» of n»f»l inquiry ttd tbit of the select committee: 
of the Howe of Comment to hire been committed bp tbe old Henry Lord 
V^corait MelrtHe j urd tint tbe Attorney Oenenl be (Erected to Wry pot te d, 
inya In tbe rirfl tab rmtimed bp orcter of tbe Howe ajjifam tin laid Henry 
Lord Vucocnt M lnBc ind tfter «rybj ti * more cUf&de rooda of proceed- 
ing tbe idopjoa of a porCamentary impeachment, racrrtd * Tint tbe H«i*C 
proceed by impeachment ayunit Henry Lord Vucomrt MeWUe for tbe icreral 
■WTenm whkb appear from tbe report of tbe ewnmi#ict>en of rural Inquiry 
■nit (bat of »hj» relect committee of tbe I loo-ie of Commons, to hare been com- 
mitted by the cud Hexrfy Lord Vucount bldrfflej tod that tbe bttoroey Oe 
■ era! be directed to stay poccrdliigr b tbe proaccntida -which he waa directed 
by an order of thb Home, of the ijtb of Jtme to bwitnte against him." 

XU Pjtt In mpport of tbe motion, trprened bn acntitaecti u folWa t 

«iir — prom tbe arguments that hat* been urged against tho mo- 
tion of my honourable friend* behind me it appears that the great 
jtround of objection K, that the bouse cannot consistently rescind 
its own resolutions there b something that puts it out of your 
power to attend to it Now bir to come at once to tho cvamina 
tion of these arguments, them i» one point which has been rested 
upon grounds contrary to the fact, 1 mean tho notice In athert 
|ng to that notice I would desire gentlemen to attend to the date*. 
On 1 uesday and \\ ed mr-dny the 1 1th and l«th tho ongutal qow- 
p( n was d bated in the hou*c and It carao to a vote on the >00 ru- 
ing ofThurvlay tlm 13tb On that dny thwre wtu no house and 
on Fi uhir it snt again and entersd upon that disaraon fn which 
I was particularly concerned In the next week there were only 
tbrrv sitting days before the nght honourable gentleman behind rna 
gate notice thatht tueantto apply to the house rr»i>ecting some di- 
rections as to the matter retired to tho attorney general to prtec 
cute ^hen this was pr©|>oed I would a V the huu'e whether I 
did uot distinctly say that Uf* more I considered tbe rircura ton 
ccs yftba c4Sc thu more my sttenuon had leeii dirccttd to it the 


Mr Leyarter 
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wore I thought, and the more I conversed upon it, I was the 
more convinced that an impeachment was a mode preferable to a 
ciinunal information. When the discussion took place on this 
subject, I ask whether it is not m the recollection of the house 
that I desired the honourable gentleman to put oft his motion till 
this day, m order to have an oppoitumty of considering whether 
the impeachment might not be thought the most advisable manno* 
of proceeding ? This, indeed, went to such particularity, that I 
distinctly stated to him that he must bo aware that we bould not 
agree to give any fiesh directions to the attorney general lclatnc 
to this prosecution, while ue were of opinion that the mode of 
impeachment was preferable. I stated this with a view to assure 
the 1 house that a motion was in’ contemplation for rescinding the 
resolution of the house for a criminal information, and substitut- 
ing an impeachment, which the house, with a few exceptions, 
has already declaied to be the mode most consistent with the pri- 
vileges of the house of 'lords, and bettu calculated to’ attain the’ 
ends of public'jushce. 

This, Sir, I have taken upon me to state to the house, in 
order to shew that if it has not been forew’arned of the present 
motion, it is no fault of mine. It rests with gentlemen them- 
selves to account for this subject having come upon tie m by 
surprise, — it, as they say, it has in fact come upon them in thu 
manner This I am sure of, that they had theTuIIcst opportuni- 
ty to know, that it w T as proposed to revise the resolution winch vras 
passed for a criminal information How then do we stand f 
Why, five days ago a notice was m, reality given, that this mo- 
tion was to be submitted to the house And under what circum- 
stances was the notice given ? Was it when there was reason to 
conclude that the house would be thinly attended ? No. bo far 
was this from being the case, that a notice stood m your books <'° r 
an inquiry into the state of (he anuy ,• — a subject winch gcud<- ,n 
have stated to be of the last importance, and winch it 
sonubly be presumed would command, a full attendr nC ~ ^ 
Jiouse. What, then, becomes of the assertn r * 
vut against the proposition now befoie us, or. 
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gmit many member* bun. gone into the country, who ought to be 
pfc*cnt at this djscusuon i 

Cat thtt it not all Tho house wo* in feet In possession of the 
nonce on Thnnday and Friday at tho moment when the bouso 
wu engaged in dttca»mg tiro xote of credit and other points con 
neefed with It, points of the last importance to the empire and 
even to Europe and to which they attached *o much conscifucncr, 
that thej proposed that parliament should ut all summer in order 
to be ready to receive information concerning them These were 
stmi) things that called for a full attendance of tho bouse, end 
there was o full attendance. Upon what ground then do they 
complain that they are taken by surprise? Upon a mature con- 
■c deration of the case, I trust the home trill bo of opinion that thu 
n a complaint without a foundation. Why then, Sir this a the 
ut notion in which we stood and these are die circomstancei un 
dcr which the notice -though not perhaps formal!} was in reality 
fiten. If yoa are determined to inmt lljfon the point of notice, 
let U» sec whether It ought to bo considered ns extremely Decenary 
In this case from what has already passed opon it [Cries of 
* hear' hear 1” from the other side.] Really Sir I should be 
gl nd to know what there rs ridiculous in that / Do gentlemen 
mean to assert that no measure a to be carried without a specific 
notice long before 1 Let us look to what has been dona on the 
reflation of impeachment On the nrry day when that resolu- 
tion wns moved, an amendment for this criminal prosecution in 
tho kings bench was proposed without the smallest previous no- 
nce to the house to give gentlemen timo to consider the point 
without the smallest information that nu 0 bt to be allowed In cour 
tesy to the person accused without any intimation tlmt such a 
thing was to be brought forward and thu dmrndmcnt mas moved, 
t(K> as a matter of lemty to Lord MH ille 1 ara cot at all 
t}neniomng the right of the bouse to adopt inch a mode of pro- 
ceeding far from it ; but 1 must at tho same tunc be all iwed t* 
•vprro ray surprise when I hear them loudly proclaiming that the 
proportion now submitted to their comidcmtun i* c» ntruy to 
part/awra-nry owe* With this nuunple before n can we ad 
1 



1805 ] 


PARLIAMENTARY SPEECHES. 


46 $ 


admitllic justice of these complaints ? I nm sure we cannot, if 
■^c pay any regard to our own proceedings on various occasions. 

Now, Sir, having disposed of the short notice, about which we 
lia\e heard so much, Iconic to another point on winch no less 
stiess has been laid This is the monstrous inconsistency of re- 
scinding a lcsolution of the house in the s 'me session, and the 
danger that would result iroin such a precedent But what reso- 
lution is it proposed to rescind? Is it not true that we had re- 
scinded a previous resolution of the house ? A cm! prosecution 
had been before ordered by the house, when the honouiaWe 
gentleman* opposite came down to this house, and propon'd that 
the proceedings m the end suit should be suspended, and n cri- 
minal prosecution substituted m its stead. That proposition was 
agreed to by the house, and where then is the inconsistency, or 
the dangerous precedent arising from the proposal now before the 
house ? But, if there la any inconsistency , if there is run dan- 
gerous precedent, the practice lias already prevailed, and this is 
surely not the moment when the house would be anxious to adopt 
a different mode of proceeding If the objcct"of the resolution 
now proposed had been by any sort of management to destroy the 
effect of the votes of the house, or to leave it doubtful whether, 
after the criminal prosecution was set aside, any thing was to 'be 
moved in its stead, then, indeed, there might be a fair ground for 
the arguments urged by the gentlemen on the other side of the 
house But when the very resolution which proposes to tay 
tiside the one mode substitutes the other, then surely I may h 3 
allowed to say, that there is great reason to be astonished at th e 
opposition given by gentlemen on the present occasion, contrary ™ 
their own declared opinions ^ 

Such, then, being the notice, and such the point of 
the previous resolution of the .house, we now come to aC g-v 
of the case that deserves a considerable degree of 
, are told that though they are still of opinion that tl eS ^isrf - 
peachment ought ;o be preferred, yet 
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of tfnttgem to defeat tie objoct which, the hodac has uwyicw 
the. ends of public justice end besides that it will be thotig 
others, that the bouse of commons in agreeing to such n reso 
M the present would compromise its character’ for steed (new, 
beration, and Ctmsntrncy Now* in what manner do the 
-paw us ? One would think from the >.oune punned In 
arguments, that they really thought, as I before intimated 
the intention was to rescind tho resolution for the criminal ] 
cuti cm 1 caring it to chince whether any other wns to bo prop 
and to act asido all criminal proeecudon entirely In thi 
there would bo some reason in their arguments. But it b i 
alble that they can understsmd the object which wo hare In 
since that very resolution that rescinds the criminal inforn 
retains the motion for an Impeachment Which of the twt 
ceedings a really most consistent with tho opinions of a mi 
of the house I What do wo propose to pot in the place of 
minal information I An impeachment — that scry mode ol 
c coding for which the honourable gentlemen on the oppos'd 
argued so strenuously bt first — that mode which they ban 
tended to be best calculated to answer the ends of pubhcjmri 
that mode which they have said to be most consistent wit! 
liaraentftiy uio^r most agreeable to tbe dignity of tbe housfc 
roost consonant to th« principles of the Constitution on they 
da mental brood grounds, they have been loud ra their prrf< 
of an impeachment. \\ hat tLen do I nsk of them t It is ft 
firm their owa sentiments. If they agree to our motion, the] 
only to adopt that mode of proceeding for which they were 
*0 urgent They have from the beginning, preferred an imp 
ment j and if that op mi on remain the same as before I onl> 
them not to impute anj improper mo tires to those who fi 
tWm with l0 opportunity ofoctim; .cuordmg to Uirir opmlc 
Hot tbtn they ioj dint tiiry cnoot now uccnle to tin* ] 
i.Utm, bocotac tbt comiitrory of ibo proceeding* of tire liu 
commom It limited upon tli. Mention. If there Iw ony 
mtroc) In tiit* COM- it -mil with thtmjclra. If this uji 
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muled any thing, it ought to have prevented any criminal prose- 
;„„on at all in this case' We said, that after the civil suit had 
:ommenced, there was no room for the other proceeding. Th« 
house, however, rescinded its resolution on that head, and having 
once determined on a criminal prosecution, we are not now dis- 
posed to find fault with that decision. But we do say, there still 
remains an option respecting the mode of conducting the criminal 
prosecution which was not before called for. It remains still for 
us to adopt the preferable mode, and certainly no objection of form 
ought to weigh against the decided opinion of the majority of tha 
house, especially when, in fact, there is no ground of inconsistency 
or precedent that can at all be urged as applicable to the present 
circumstances of the case. 

Why then, Sir, taking all these circumstances into considcra* 
tion, finding that those very persons who before urged the im- 
peachment so strenuously, still retain their sentiments on that 
head, and still agree, that it is the preferable mode of proceeding ; 
surely the house cannot refuse, on any grounds that ha\c been m 
yet stated, to adopt that mode which is allowed by a vast majority 
of the house to be most proper. It is possible, perhaps, to com* 

‘ t0 U : c J ustlcc of thc case > b y the criminal information before th# 
'kings bench court, but supposing this to be jhc case, it still re- 
1 5mUnS t0 1)0 considered, which, under oil the circumstances, ,s the 

* :r; od ^ of tnai An irapctichment ’ ?* « has b CC n 

« 3 „„ J T ' ,S „ ra0St , C T na “ '° pnnc, P la of the “nst, tu- 

* "ould also wish, since a tnal of Z 7 ' ° 

that it should be such an one 4 ”° Zj ? b “" f ° U " d neMs ‘ 
i' .he feelings of the accused, cZ ZTZ 7°“ ’***** 

,uif were, in cveiy other rcsnnrf - if tbe admisslon that both 
1 * lliey arc not, f„ r lt , s CO uf oss ’dXt Z Th ‘ 5 ’ 1 ' 0 " CVer ’ 
fl possesses important and decided ° n ' 0 “ ° f ,m P M chn,cnt 
w on a mere , )0 , nt **“"«»• The house surely 

l* Kall <™d on all hands ’ h 7 ^ sort of tr,^ 

^ ' Ue «Wd thinks the most obi, ° Z’ ^ KS ° rt *° 0M 

°st objectionable, as the least likely 


Ha« 



